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4 PAF attack planes up for repairs

By Priam Nepomuceno April 15, 2018, 1:32pm

MANILA -- The Philippine Air Force (PAF) is looking for suppliers of spare parts needed for
the maintenance of four of its Rockwell OV-10 "Bronco™” attack planes.

The budget for the project, as stated in the bid bulletin posted at the Phlhppme Government
Electronic Procurement System-website, is PHP52,753,000.-

The spare parts are intended for the maintenance of OV-10 aircraft with tail numbers 136,
139, 145, and 402.

Submission and cpening of bids is on April 26, 8 a.m. at the PAF Procurement Center
Conference Room, Villamor Air Base, Pasay City, PAF Bids and Awards Committee chair
Brig. Gen. Ferynl Buca said in the same bid bulletin.

The OV-10s are the PAF's premier ground attack aircraft. Around six to eight units are still in
service as of this posting. (PNA)
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BCDA, FBDC honor troops with 'Alab Ng Puso' sculpture
By Priam Nepomuceno Aprit 15, 2018, 11:48 am

MANILA -- In a show of gratitude for their dedication in defending the nation against all
forms of threats, the Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) and Fort

Bonifacio Development Corporation (FBDC) will unveil on Monday a sculpture called “Alab
ng Puso” as a tribute to the services of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

"Alab ng Puso"(Fire in the Heart), is sculpted by artist Daniel dela Cruz, portrays an ordinary
Filipino soldier with his weapon set aside, reading a letter from his family.

“The Alab ng-Puso-sculpture is a fitting tribute to-the sacrifices of our men-and-women in
uniform, always putting country first above self,” BCDA president and chief executive
Vivencio Dizon said in a statement Sunday.

The event officially kicks off the BGC Historical Markers Project initiated by the BCDA, in
collaboration with the FBDC and the Bonifacio Art Foundation, Inc. (BAFI).

The installation of historical markers at the Bonifacio Global City is also an initiative to
promote the historical value of Fort Bonifacio, a former military camp.

The AFP is a major stakeholder of the BCDA. In line with its commitment to strengthen the
Armed Forces while building great cities, BCDA has already contributed PHP8 billion to the
modernization program of the AFP during the first two years of the Duterte administration.

seetotalthe AFP -hasreceived PHP40 billion from BCDA since the ageﬁcy was created in©
e 992 T O ——

During the event, AFP vice chief-of- staff Lt. Gen. Salvador Meichor Mison Jr. will represent
President Rodrigo Duterte. (PNA)
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Guevarra tocons
petition vs. CPP

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan April 15, 2018, 12:37 pm

MANILA - Justice-Secretary-Menardo-Guevarra-on Saturday said -he would-consult firstwith

National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon and Presidential Adviser on the Peace
Process Jesus Dureza before deciding on whether {o review or withdraw the petition seeking
to declare the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its armed wing, the New
People’s Army (NPA), as terrorist groups.

“As this involves national security, I'll have to consult first with our National Security Adviser
and the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process. This is not an ordinary criminal
prosecution,” Guevarra said in a text message sent to reporters.

Guevarra made the statement when sought for comment on the statement of Bayan Muna
Rep. Carlos Zarate urging him to review the petition filed by his predecessor Vitaliano
Aguirre |l last February.

Zarate said Guevarra should include in his review the list of some 600 names included in the
petition, which the party-list lawmaker said may be used as a “hit list’ against such persons.

Among those included in the list submitied by the DOJ are CPP founder Jose Maria Sison,
peace negotiator Luis Jalandoni, former lawmaker and leftist leader Satur Ocampo, and

~Mictoria-Tauli-Corpuz,-UN.special.rapporteur-on.the.rights of indigenous-peoples: e

S Prisy 1 AGUIne's Tesigniation Justics Undersasretary Erickson Balmes said they will plish

through with the petition despite President Rodrigo R. Duterte's order to give the peace talks
with the communist rebels a “last chance.”

--‘\We are all for peace. However, the peace talks have not actually resumed. We will comply - el

with any new directive of our President on this matter. For the time be:ng there bemg no

;order to ’the oontrary, we er pursue the petntnon as: f;ied Balmes sald

Durmg the Cabinet mee’tmg, Dureza sard the Pres;dent d;rected them to work on the
resumption of talks with the communist rebels with “clear instructions on the importance of
forging a ceasefire agreement to stop mutual attacks and fighting while talks are underway.”

Duterte initiated formal peace talks with the National Democratic Front (NDF) shortly after
winning the presidency in 2016 but canceled them in November last year amid continued
attacks of the NPA on government forces and civilians.

The President signed a proclamation in December 2017 declaring the CPP-NPA as a terror
organization using Republic Act (RA) No. 10168 or the Terrorism Financing Prevention and
Suppression Act of 2012 as basis.

In a 55-page proscription petition, the DOJ asked the Manila Regional Trial Court o issue an
order declaring the CPP and NPA, also known as the Bagong Hukbong Bayan, as terrorist
and outlawed organizations, associations or group of persons pursuant to Section 17 of RA

9372 or the Human Security Act of 2007.
%
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The petition-was-basically-based-on two grounds: that the-organization;-association or group
of persons was organized for the purpose of engaging in terrorism; and that even if the
organization, association or group of persons was not organized {o engage in terrorism, it
still commits acts of terrorism, such as murder and arson and other acfivities, for the purpose

of sowing terror.

The petition also said that the CPP-NPA are just buying time by deceiving the government in
entering into peace talks while their main purpose is to mebilize their forces in preparation

for a “people’s war” to overthrow the duly-constituted authorities, seize control of the
government, and impose a totalitarian regime.

It added that the CPP-NPA also committed acts of terrorism, such as murder, kidnapping,
arson and other activities, to sow terror and panic. (PNA)
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~Military-to-ensure peaceful May villags

. _...kdeputized -agencies:-

By Priam Nepomuceno Aprit 15, 2018, 10:28 am

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will coordinate with concerned

‘authorities to ensure a peaceful and orderly Barangay and Sangguniang Kabataan elections

on May 14,

This was emphasized by AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Bienvenido Datuin in a text message
Saturday.

"The AFP in coordination with the Comelec (Commission on Elections) and the PNP

{Philippine National Police) will work for an honest, orderly and peaceful Barangay and
Sanggunian Kabataan election," he added.

Datuin said AFP personnel can be deputized to set up checkpoints and monitor cities and
municipalities to curb security threats and election-related violence.

During the May 2016 national elections, the AFP launched its National Election Monitoring
Center (NEMC) which utilized information-related capabilities to monitor the preparations for
and the actual conduct of elections and the canvassing process.

It also monitored election-related violence especially in identified election watch areas and
provided necessary data for decision- makmg and execution of the Comelec and its

--Joint Security Coordination Centers at the regional, provincial, and independent city levels. -

7 elective barangay-posts. (PNA)-

Commands and the Joint Task Force-National Capital Region.

Operations related fo the security of the election were also done in coordination with the

On Saturday, the Comelec started. acceptmg certiflc:ates of Cand;dacses {)f persons vyxng for e
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