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Guerrero leaves behind ‘more

professional AFP’

By Priam Nepomuceno Aprit 17, 2018, 2:03 pm

'MANILA - Outgoing Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff Gen. Rey Leonardo

Guetrrero is proud to leave behind a more professional military as he formally steps down from office
on Wednesday.

Guerrero made the statement when sought for a comment on what legacy he has left behind during
his six-month stint as AFP chief.

"You can look around, makita n'yo naman (you can see) that our soldiers are professional and |
believe during the months that | have been the Chief-of-Staff, | was able to strengthen (our)
professionalism, (our) cutture of excelflence (in the) Armed Forces and this has greatly contributed fo
the accomplishments of the AFP in the past months," Guerrero said.

.. Guerrero was appointed as AFP chief last Oct. 26, 2017, replacing Gen. EdUardo AR ..o

~incumbent Western-Mindanae Command-head Lt. Gen. Carlito- Galvez, can-do-onee the-fatter

but his term as AFP chief was extended by another four months by President Rodrigo Duterte.

The outgoing AFP chief said there is still a lot of things to improve in the AFP which his replacement,

officially assumes the top military post.

(Thmgsysuwanttodo bl;éf waianangtrme) Cfgénizaiﬁbhé‘liy?mé"ra'fﬁi' panganoe ﬁgé 'd'a:p"a"t'é(th'eré"" e

is much to} improve sa (in the) systems and processes ng (of the) Armed Forces but | believe given
yung (the) initia! steps, | have already taken the initial steps o make sure that the next Chief-of-Staff
will be able to follow through dun sa nasimulan (what has been started),” the outgoing AFP chief
stressed.

These include measures to improve the nation's security, he added. (With reports from Ericka
Cirera, OJT/PNA)
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Guerrero to step down from AFP top
post Wednesday

By Priam Nepomuceno Aprit 17, 2018, 2227 pm

MANILA - After 38 years in the military service, Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero will formally step
down as Chief-of-Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) on Wednesday and pass the

post to outgoing Western Mindanao Command chief, Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez,

in a statement Tuesday, AFP public affairs office chief, Lt. Col. Emmanuel Garcia, said President
Raodrigo R. Duterte wilt preside over the turnover ceremony that will be held at the parade grounds of
Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

Guerrero will be honored with a testimonial parade and review and will be presented the prestigious
Philippine Legion of Honor (Rank of Commander).

While serving as Eastern Mindanao Command head, the outgoing AFP chief orchestrated the
execution of Community Support Programs, a key component of the military’s new operation plan,
the Development Support and Security Plan Kapayapaan.

During Guerrero's term as AFP chief, the concerted efforts of AFP units in the conduct of focused

4,761 were mass supporters.

T military and intelligence operations, alongside intensified stakeholder engagements; resiitedinthe T
«w0onedtralization of 6,817-members.of the New.People's Army. (NPA).as of April 15, oo viwsvnnni s s s

A total of 6,709 of them have surrendered, 723 of whom were reguiar NPAs and Sangay ng Partido
sa Lokal members; 513 were Militia ng Bayan; 712 were underground organization members; and

A total of 288 assoried firearms were also seized from the rebels.

Meanwhile, intensified efforts against local terror groups and foreign fighters have resulted in the
neutralization of 457 various terror personalities, 81 of whom were killed, 280 were apprehended,
and 96 surrendered.

Faced with an equally challenging task of rebuilding Marawi City from the devastation brought by the
armed terrorist attack, the AFP has conducted activities to support the overall effort of the
government, spearheaded by the Office of Civil Defense, for the City’s recovery, reconstruction, and

rehabilitation.

A total of 3,953 assorted unexploded ordnance (UXQO) and 738 improvised explosive devices (IEDs)
had been found and disposed of.

Saven out of nine sectors in the main battie area have already been cleared of UX0Os and IEDs. The
remaining two are still being cleared of explosives that may have been trapped within collapsed
buildings.
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The AFP has also deployed engineering units to assist cognizant agencies in the construction of
temporary shelters for internally Displaced Persons.

in partnership with the Department of Public Works and Highways and the National Housing

T AUthorty, the AFPUnder Guerrere completed 2507UhITtS of teémporary shiglters in Barangay

Sagonsongan and is supporting the construction of additional 570 units of temporary shelters in the
area.

Under Guerrero’s tenure, the Letter of Instruction on Pagbabago “Juliet” was also issued to revise
and update the Pagbabago “India” and reiterate the-“force provider, force employer-concept.” -

It defines and standardizes the command relationships of AFP units based on existing doctrines and
current operational guidelines.

Several units and offices have also been activated, among them the Tactical Operations Wings
(TOW) that re-designated the 1st;2nd, and -3rd TOWs and 579th Composite Tactical Wings into
Northern Luzon, Central, Western Mindanao, and West TOWs, respectively.

Five infantry battalions (IB) have likewise been activated under Guerrero’s term, namely the 90IB,
911B, 931B, and 94IB foliowing the increase in the number of Philippine Army personnel as ordered

by Duterte.

The Speciai Operations Command (SOCOM) of the Army has also been reconfigured into the
AFPSOCOM, which will consolidate all AFP special operations forces under one commanding unit.

AFPSOCOM will take command of, and supervise the Special Operations Wing of the Air Force, the
Naval Speciat Operations Group of the Navy; Scout Ranger Regiment, Special Forces Regiment and
Light Reaction Regiment of the Army; and the Joint Special Operations Group of GHQ,

- 1he-AFR-Systems-Engineering-Office {AFRSEQ) was-also-activated.-to-manage the-implementation-

The AFPSEOQO will act as the technical adviser to the CSAFP on matters related to the systems
engineering design of the weapon systems and defense equipment that will be acquired under the

of the AFP modernization and Self-Reliant Defense Posture programs.

Revised AFP Modernization Program with regard to their functional and material designs.

The activation of the AFPSEO will also put into place a dedicated office for the management and

soimplementation of the various modernization:projects along:the five:major componentsiof thig:s s e

“prograri; namely: Capability; Materiel'and Technology Development; Bases and Support Systeriis ™
Development; Force Restructuring and Organizational Development; Human Resource
Development; and Doctrine Development.

Under Guerrerc's guidance, the AFP has judiciously utilized Martial Law in the implementation of the
campaign against loose firearms.

Various AFP units have facilitated the surrender of a toial of 1,424 assorted loose firearms with the
cooperation of local government units and clan leaders in Mindanao.

The total figure includes 81 firearms surrendered by residents and officials in Lanao del Sur on
March 24 and March 26; and 106 firearms surrendered by local executives in Maguindanao on
March 26-27.

Hundreds of loose firearms were voluntarily surrendered by politicians and clans in various parts of
Mindanao.
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The AFP had also launched more than 85,930 checkpoint operations; 47,557 security patrols; and
more than 6,791 critical infrastructure and installations security.

“It is with great pride that | commend the AFP Chain-of-Command, the members of the Joint,

T Personai, and Special Staff, the Ufficers, the Enlisted Personnel, and the Civilian Employgeswho all
together performed their functions well for the accomplishment of their respective units’ missions, not
to mention the many sacrifices they made, that brought the AFP Organization fo where it is now,”

Guerrero said.

~“lt was-without & doubt-that we have distinguished-surseives-as-an-ocrganization-by-performing our-
mandate with gusto and focus: to protect the Filipino people and the state. Rest assured, the AFP
will remain a reliable force for peace and progress, securing the nation’s core and peripheral
inferests and rendering service to the couniry in collaboration with other agencies towards the
attainment of lasting peace and stability in the country,” the outgoing AFP chief said. (PNA)
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"House panels approve Palace-backed

BBL

...By F;Iane Mikee Cervantes A% 'é'?‘ 2018, 1 fﬂ pm

~-g-meaningful-self-governance:

szesUnderthe bill the Bangsamorotertitory shallremain-a-partof the-Philippines oo n s s

MANILA -- Two House of Representatives’ panels have approved the Palace-endorsed version of
the proposed Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL).

-In-an executive session on Monday, the House committee on.Muslim affairs, veting 5-3, and special
‘committee on peace, unity and reconciliation, voting 6-4, approved Deputy Speaker Bai Sandra

Sema's motion {0 pass House Bill 6475 as the BBL version and retain all of the bill's provisions.
The House committee on local government, however, rejected the motion with a vote of 1-9.

HB 6475, authored by Speaker Panialeon Alvarez, provides for the BBL and seeks to abolish the
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao {ARMM).

The bill is based on the proposal submitted by the Bangsamoro Transition Commission (BTC) to
President Rodrigo R. Duterte.

The bill seeks to repeal Republic Act No. 8054, entitied “An Act fo Strengthen And Expand the

.--“Organic: Actforthe: Autanemaus Region-in-Muslim. Mindana@” and RA No.- 6734 entitled-"An-Act e

It aims fo establish a political entity, provide for its basic structure of government in recognition of the
justness and legitimacy of the cause of the Bangsamorc people and their aspiration to chart their
political future through a democratic process that will secure their ldentity and posteraty and aliow for

The Bangsamoro territory shall be composed of the following: 1) the present geographical area of the
ARMM; 2} the Municipalities of Baloi, Munai, Nunungan, Pantar, Tagolan and Tangkal in the
province of Lanao del Norte and all other barangays in the Municipalities of Kabacan, Carmen,
Aleosan, Pigkawayan, Pikit, and Midsayap that voted for inclusion in the ARMM during the 2001
plebisciie; 3) the cities of Cotabatao and Isabela; and 4} all other contiguous areas where there is
resolution of the local government unit or a petition of at teast 10 percent of the registered voters in
the area asking for their inclusion at least two months prior to the conduct of the ratification of the
Basic Law and the process of delimitation of the Bangsamoro.

The measure also retains the central government's power and control over defense and external
issue. The central government shall create a Bangsamoro Military Command of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines for the Bangsamoro, which shall be organized, maintained, and utilized in accordance
with national laws.

A Bangsamoro Police, under the Philippine National Police, shall also be created for law
enforcement and maintenance of peace and order in the Bangsamoro. (PNA)
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BCDA contributes P8-B to AFP first 2
years of Duterte admin

By Priam Nepomuceno April 17, 2015, 11:5¢ am

MANILA - The Bases Conversion and Dei/etopment Authority (BCDA) has contributed PHPS8 billion
to the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in the first two years of the Duterte administration.

The amount is 20 percent of the PHPAC billion received by the military since the BCDA's creation in
1992, according to BCDA President and Chief Executive Officer Vivencio Dizon. .

"That is very, very significant. Two out of the 25 years of the BCDA, and under the term of President
Rodrige Duterte, 20 percent of the totat PHP40 biliion. We want that trend to keep on going,” Dizon
said in a statement Monday.

Duterte has earlier assured soldiers that modernization of the AFP will be his administration's focus.

"BCDA is here, it exists to help strengthen our Armed Forces while we build great cities. That's what
really BCDA is all about," Dizon added. (PNA)
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Sculpture honoring troops heroism
unveiled in BGC

By Priam N April 17, 2016, 11:56 am

THE HEART OF A HERO A scuipture depicting a soldier readmg a letter from his family recognizes
the heroism and sacrifices made by Filipino troops in defending the country from various threats. The
sculpture named 'Alab ng Puso' was unveiled at the Bonifacio Global City in Taguig on Monday (April
16, 2018). (Photo by Priam F. Nepomuceno)

A ANHEA=-irecognitionrof the-heroism-and sacrifices'made by Filipino-soldiers-in-defending the
..nation, the Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) and the Fort Bonifacio.

'Development Corporation (FBDC) formally unveiled their "Alab ng Puso" (F:re in the Heart) scu}pture S

at the Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City Monday.

This includes the recentiy-concluded confiict in Marawi City where hundreds of soldiers were kllied
"and wounded 1o liberate the locality from the hands of the Maute Group terrorists.

' and lgnonng ‘the war for a mament Behmd the so!dler is metal panue contammg the Eyncs of ’che
country's national anthem, “Lupang Hinirang” in which the name of the sculpture was taken from.

o EEI 3

On the steps are several words that mean “love”, "sacrifice”, "freedom”, “peace”, and “hope” in

Filipino and other Philippine dialects.

The sculpture represents the humane side of every Filipino soldier wherein despite treating the
battlefield as their second home, these brave and patriotic men and women go back to being an
ordinary individual that misses their families back home. And weighing out what matters the most,
whether family or country, becomes their biggest struggle every single day.

“Nakikita natin usually ang mga sundalo na makisig, dala ang kanilang armas, nakikipaglaban. May
isang malaking pagkakaiba, sa atin dito na hindi sundalo (We usually see handsome soldiers fighting
with arms. There is a big difference from us who are not soldiers). Sila (Them), apart from being
ordinary citizens like us—a brother, a mother, a husband, a wife, a sister—they are at any point in

their fives ready to die for the rest of us. And that | think is the big difference,” BCDA president and
chief executive officer Vivencio Dizon said.

W
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Philippine Army (PA) vice commander Major Gen. Roberto Arevalo, who represented Lt. Gen.
Rolando Joselito Bautista, expressed his gratifude to the BCDA for recognizing and memorializing
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} at the booming economic center of the country.

“ittsindeed an honor for the AFP fo be recognized andmemorialized fiere at the art of booming
economic center in the country today, which if you can still remember was once a military
reservation, a military camp named Fort Andres Bonifacio and now popularly known as Bonifacio
Global City," Arevalo added in behalf of the Army chief.

Arevalo also stressed that the-military is-humbled by the humane portrayal of the Filipino-soldier,

"We are deeply moved by your collective initiative and sincere recognition of the services rendered to
our men and women in uniform. Ladies and gentiemen, as we stand here today, our soldiers are
continuously fighting in the different battlefronts nationwide, not only in Marawi City. It is a fight
against terror,” the PA vice commander added.

"t is a fight for peace, it is a fight for our troops that are willing to take so that every Filipinc who
believes that we, as a race, no matter how diverse our ethnic backgrounds, no matter how diverse
our cultures may be, no matier how different the ways we praise the Supreme Being, should live
harmonioustly, should live with respect, and should live under one flag in a country that we secure
peacefully," he stressed.

Whiie AFP vice chief-of-staff Lt. Gen. Salvador Melchor Mison, Jr., who represented and detivered
the message of President Rodrigo Duterte, lauded Dela Cruz's work and expressed his gratitude.

“The extraordinary work of Daniel Dela Cruz captures the truest sense of every soldier who has
served and who continues to serve our flag and country. We regard this as a tribute to every soldier’s
dedication to duty, driven by the desire to secure a life of peace, a future of promise for a family, for

~-Gommunity.for.country.. As-Commander-in-Chief.of-the Armed. Forces. of the-Philippines,-and.on-their. -
behalf, express our deepest gratitude to the prodigious Daniel Dela Cruz, for the work that you | have ]

“ " Created. A work that captures the spirit of the Eilipino soldiers. A piece that'celebrates service and”

sacrifice of the men and women in uniform,” Mison said. (With reports from Ericka Cirera,
OJT/PNA)
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