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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

[ s

. President Duterte has.set.a 60- -day timeframe for the

-peace talks he is seeking to revive with the Commiunist
' Party of the Philippines (CPP), urging its leaders to accept

the'new negotlatmns he has offered.

“Take advantage of that 60
days. If it succeeds, T would
like to thank God first, and the
Filipino people and the miki-
tary and the police for their
understanding,” Duterte said
in a speech af a motorcycle
clubs’ convention in Legazpi

 City; Albay on Saturday.

But the President did not
say when the 60-day period

GFFICE BF ?HE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Emar! add oacpa army?f}‘éz@gma:! com - Tel no. (02} B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

~=would:start-Hes also-wants—

PP’s armed wing the

o New People’s Army (NPAYic

lay.down its arms during the
negotiations —a condition that
the rebels are likely to Teject. .

-Duterte reiterated his'invi-

- ‘tation-to-exiled- CPP-founder -
Jose Maria Sison to come home

" 'Itis an off-and-on thing and

propably the military and
the police have mxsgwmgs,
Duterte said.

He stressed that he is nei-

‘thera soldier nor a policeman,
~and his “fundamental” duty as

President “is to see 6 1t that
my country is peaceful.”
“Just recently 1 created a

: smaH window of 60-day pro-
posal to Jose Maria Sison. 1

need not go there, but I invite
you to come here and I will an-
swer your traveling (expenses)
mdudmg fare, billeting and

food,” Duterte said. "

SlSOH has been in exﬂe in

the Netherlands since his re-
lease from prison in the late
1980s. -

Duterte promised the safety
of NPA members during the
new negotiations.

“Those members of the
guerrilla fronts can designate
a place where you can keep
your firearms and inform us
where they are and you are

freetogo anywhere FOU WP o

“T will gzve you complete
freedom to move. I will not

~harass anyone and I will order
“the military and the police to

be nice toyou,” he'added.
The communist insurgency

11¢
people. On-off negotiations to
end the revolt have been bro-
kered by Norway since 1986,

In February, a Norwegian
diplomat met Duterte to try

. to persuiade him to restart the
‘negotiations that Duterte had
scrapped in anger over what

he considered the duplicity of
the communists.

Earlier this month, Duterte
ordered his Cabinet to work
on a truce to enable talks, but
thé communist rebels have
r_ejected any preconditions.

Ending the conflict was

among Duterte’s priorities

Turn to Page 14
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when he took office in 2016. the rebels must agree to a
But he abandoned peace ef- ceasefire, stop extortion activi-
forts in November, infuriated  ties and abandon their propos-
by repeated NPA's attacks dur-  al of a coalition government,
ing the talks. - before resuming talks.

In early April, Duterte said - With Celso Amo, Reuters
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President Duterte reached out to Communist
Party of the Philippines {CPP) founder Jose Maria
doma’” Sison by asking him to.return home and.-
resurne the peace negotiations within 60 days

swhich-the.CPP-repaid-with:a statementsaying:

that it will carry forward the people’s demoeratic
revohition,

g in a speech during the 24th National Federation of Motorcyele

* Clubs of the Philippines {(NFMCP) Annnal Convention in
¢ Legazpi City on Saturday night, Mr. Duterte said *1
-.created-a small windew, 60 days. My proposal to’
. Sison, ! will not go there. We're fighting for the
%  Philippines, so you come here,”

i i : o Atrntopaged.
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na statement however, the '

anti-imperialist and antifeudal
struggles. By doing so, the NDFP
is being further strengthened as a

CCP’S Centrai Committee said “the
Filipino people are currently
suffering gravely under the tyranny
and terrorism of the US-Duterte
regime.”

The statement was issued by

the CPP “io its allies in the

‘National Democratic Front of the ™

Philippines onthe occasion of the

NDFP's {National Democratic
Front of the Phﬂzppines}--45th"

founding armiversary.”

“By waging revelutmnary
resistance, both in the urban
underground as well as in rural
armed struggle, the NDFP helps
strengthen the people’s
determination to fight and defeat
the despicable regime,” the
statement read. .

It added that’the basm

revolutionary forces must be .

-..resolutely.strengthened to.sexve. ...
‘as “solid foundation, rampart and

“ggatfolding for building the hroadest |

anti-fascist umted front against the
Duterie regime.”

The CPP sought sought the

mobilization of the broad masses

- -of workers-and peasants-“in-a big. -

way to expose and actively resist
__the fas -of

Tts 5
People’s Army (NPA) against

Duterte’s fascist machinery will -
rouse WIdesp'read resistance’

against the regime 5 tyranny and
terrorism. .7

The statement sa,1d all-

revolutionary forces allied with the

NDFP raust help in ‘building the
broadest antifascist united front i

against the Duterte regime.

" “They must exert effort to hr:k
up the striggles against Duterte’s
fascist terrorism with the people’s

he Duterfe:

iid blows by New

wnited front for advancing the
people’s democratic revolution,”
the statement added.

Sison went into exile in the

- Netherlands after the two-decade

regime of former -president

. Ferdmand Marcos ended in 1986,
Recently, Sison expressed
-openness and readiness to resume
_peace negotiations, which Duterte

cancelled in November last year

. due to the series of attacks
launeched by the New People’s Armay
-on civilians and government troops.

Rody to Joma: T will
pay for your fare
.In response, Mr. Duterte said

*he is ready to give the communist
-rebels another chance to resume

peace talks.
The President said the National
Democeratic Front-CPP-NPA could

set.up.a.camp where, he cuuid,ta,ik_‘..w,n

o them “minus arms.”

front, you stay in one place, set up
a camp. Bring your arms inside the
eamp, you tell us where you are,

you xca,n,go.out ofthe camp, minus. ...

the arms,” Duterte said.
Duterte said he will give Sison

“Take advantage of that 60

" days. If it sueceeds, then I would
like to-thank God first and the

Filipino people and the military and
the police for their understanding,”

- he said.

M. Duterte said he cannot fight

¢ with ‘communist rebels forever,
““same with the Moro Islamic
» Libération Front and Moro National

Liberation Front.

oMl pay for your/(Sison) fare, i
- billeting and food. And your guerrilla

complete freedom t0 move,
‘adding that he will ‘order the”
_ mxhtary and the police to “be nice
toyou”

“But the threat of terrorism
remains very high. We are not
fighting against our Moro brothers

“4nd sistes," Dutexte, who traced

his Maranac roots from his
grandmother, said.

“You know, if you (NPA) can do
it, whatever it is, I can do it better,
100 times better than what you can
do. So let us respect each other.

“Anyway, civilians are not part-(of

the fight). But once you start to
mess up with.... [ will not back out,”
he added.

_ Duterte said his administration
is “well on its way’ towards
eliminating the social ills that
prevent the country’s march
toward progress.

“] seek your proactive
participation in nation-building by

"upholding peace and order,

preserving national security and
eliminating raisfits in our society,”
he said in his speech.

_“Remember that your greater

more detailed program which
addresses the central scclo-
gconomic and political issues of the
civil war, The- NDFP's
Comprehensive Agreement on Socio-
Feonomic Reforms (CASER)isa
practical biueprint of necessary and
applicable reforms. It was able to |
further sirengthen and broaden its
ties with various patriotic and
democratic clagses and sectors, as

well as with elements of the ruling
classes,” the statement read.

It accused Mr. Duterte of |
turning “his back against his own
declarations of reform and
mounted an increasingly brutal and
cruel war of suppression under
Oplan Kapayapaan, fargeting
unarmed peasants and minority
peoples defending their land.”

It said aerial bombing,
curtailment of rights to travel and
engage in commerce, food and aid
blockades, illegal arrests, torture
and killings were “the norm under

~graft- on -3

pammpatmn in our fight against

sillegaludrugs;seriminality .and.

corruption is crucial to our goal of
uplifting the lives of the Filipino
people,” he added.

CPP claims Rody isolated
The CPP said in its statement
that Mr. Duterte was forced fo

_reopen negotiations with the
~gommunist grﬂups agaresultiof g
“his increasing isolation brought

about by strong resistance to his

tyranny.
Duterie has recently made

overtures to revive peace talks,

but has yet to make substantive
measure to bring the talks back
on track, it added.

1t said the NDFP asserted the
cause of fundamental social
reforms and sought the broadest
support of all progressive and
positive forces.

“The NDFP came up with a

areas.”

“Duterte refused to fulfill his
promise to issue a gemeral
amnesty proclamation te release
all political prisoners. He
stubbornly demanded the NDFP to

‘commit itself o aprolonged i
‘cedséfire prior to'any agreement

on substantive issues, contrary to
the established agenda and
succession of issues,” it added.

“Failing to use the peace talks
o tie the hands of the
revolutionary forces, Duterte
declared the termination of peace
negotiations with the NDFP in
November last year, and
subsequently declared the Party
and NPA as terrorists and ordered
the arrest of the NDFPs’ peace
consultants,” it said.
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By MiCHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

Tw _ suspected New Peopie s A:rmy (NPA) rebels one af-‘
them aranking member, were killed in an encounter with

forces in Davao del Sur on Saturday supplies and personal belong-. |

. an M16 rifle, four improvised

explosive devices, two rifle
grenades, ammunition, two-
way radios, seven backpacks,

~revolutionary flags, medical

" The name of the other fa-
ality:was notiimmediately
ay . available, The arrested femaie -
“rebel ‘was 1dent1f1ed as Jessa -

cordmg to Ma] Ezra Balagte Bumdha. " -
spokesperson for the Easte‘i‘n;' " She was taken
M;ndaxaau Command y
" The slain NPA leader was was turned over to the local
identified as Julito Pueblas 2P
Taghoy, said to:be th

‘mdad of the NPA-Guerrilla
Front51..
“The umt was said to be

" operat;ng in the towns of Sta.
“Cruz’ and_Bansalan as well as

in Digos City, all in Davao del

Sur, and some parts of Toril

district ini Davao City:

Cpl Kenneth Jame Bahm
‘of the 2nd Scout Ranger Bat-
-talion was wounded-in:the
firefight, Balatey said. -

Security forces recovered

T

-hospital-

"for medical checkup béfore she “Scout Ranger Battalion. .

wounded . when found b

from the site of the encounter :

ings.

around noon in Sitic Bayon-

.gon between the rebels and a
joint team of the Army’s 39th -
“Infantry Battalion (IB) and2nd -

. Pueblas was severely

An Sta..Cruz.towniin February-

«Fhe: f;refight broke Giitat

..names of the slain: trooper

ianc:e in2014, both in Bansalan
town.

The military- sa1d Pueblas
was also responsible for the
killing of a certain Raul Alang

thzs year.
sieanwhiles anArmy troc)p =
er was killed in another en-
counter in Mahaplag, Leyt '1}
the same day. -
- Authoritie

after his fannly is not;ﬂed

Being: taken to a helicopter

3 landmg point.

.. Pu¢blasand his group were -
‘tagged in the ambush of a
_group of police officers in 2017
-and of a government ambu-

i .
The soldlers treated Pueblas
f.wonnds but he died as he was

arang’
Juan when they e
atleast seven guerrillas,

The miilitary expressed he—
lief the rebels suffered casual-
tiesin the firefight that Iasted
30 minutes.

- With Edith Regaiade,
Cecille Suerte Felipe | .
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NPA commander slain
in Davao encounter

Two New People’s Army (NPA)
rebels, one of them a local
commander, were killed while
another one was captured
following a clash with Army
troops in Davao del Sur province
on Saturday, the military said
yesterday, s

Maj. Ezra Balagtey,
spokesman of the military’s
Eastern Mindanao Command

{Eastmincom), said that joint

elements of the Army’s 2nd Scout

-w-Ranger-Battalion:(SRB)-and-38th—
_ _Infantry Battalmn (IB) engaged___

recovered. by the. operating

Bayongon, Barangay Astorga, 8ta.

. lCruz, Davao del Suron.

During the firefight, a rebel
was killed and his body was

troops: An amazon, identified as
Jessa. Lumana,was also captured.

sprplinmana was brovght itova
: hospltai i’ Sta Cruz; Davao Dal

Sur for medical checkup bhefore
she was turned over io the
police.

Balagtey said that a soldier -

identified as Cpl. Kenneth James
Balicot was also wounded during
the firefight.

Pursuing government troops
subseguently captured Julito
Pueblas, .alias Taghoy, leader of
the Sentro de Grabidad of the

NPA's Guerilia Front 51 that

reportedly operates in Davao del
Sur and in Toril, Davao City.

“The troops exerted ail efforts
to administer first aid and save
the groaning and severely
wonnded NPA leader while
evacuating him to a helicopter
landing point. Unfortunately, alias
Taghoy expired while in transit,”
Balagtey said.

The military tagged Pueblas
and his group as responsible for
the ambush of policemen who
responded tu a crime in March

Sur

“While it is unfortunate that
alias Taghoy expired after he was
rescued, and that he can no

longer face his charges.in.proper -

court for his atrocities, we hope
that this will give closure to the

fainilies of his victims,® Said Lto |
Gen: ‘Bénjamin ‘Madrigal J.;

commander of Eastmincom.

“On our part, as soldiers of
peace, our doors will continue to
be open, and we are very much
willing to facilitate the surrender
of these who want to return to
the folds of the law. Do not miss
this golden opportunity that our
governmeni under President
Duterte is offering you,” he
added.
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- Lider ng NPA, 1112, patay sa
- pakipaghakbakan sa militar

‘ NASAWI ang 'dalawa.l}jg miyerbro nbg New People ArmaEi(NPA)
kabilang isang mataas lider ng mga rebelde habang nad f) ang
isang amasona sa Daganap na engkuwentro sa pagitan ng mititar at
rebelde sa Sta Cruz, Davaol Del Sur. ' A

Nakilala ang napatay na lider na si Julito Pueblas alias Taghoy,

. opisyal ng Sentro de Grabidad, Guerrilla Front 51, Southern -

‘ indanaobRQginnal Committee. Inaalam pa ang pagkakakilan ng
isapa-nasawing rebelde. L

akilala naman ang nadaldp na amasona na si Jessa Lumana. - -
Ayon kay Maj Ezra Balagtey, spokesman ng Eastern Mindanao
Command, dakong 11:25 ng umiaga nang maka-engkwentro ng mga

- elemento ng 39th Infantry Battalion at 2nd Scout Ranger Batralion

: qn%‘tji nabatid na bifang ng mga rebelde na pinamunuan ni Pueblas
sa Sitlo Bayongon, Brgy Astora, Sta Cruz, Davae Del Sur, . -

- Nagsagawa ng operation ang militar mata}ms na makatanggap

ng meareport hinggﬂ sa pag-iikot ng mpa rebelde sa nasabing ligar.
- Tumagal ang bakbakan ng mahigit isang oras. T
- Narekober n mea sundalo sa pinangyarthan ng engkwentro ang

“isang M6 rifle;
7 back pack, medicatl- 1
I -subersibeng dokimento:

IED, 2ifle grenades, 2 icomradio, 2 bandolier,.
al mga personal na gamit:at: e
S (Mark Obleada)y i
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NASAW! matapos pagba-
barilin ng hindi nakilaiang
armadeng grupo.ang da-
ting kapitan ng barangay
at tationg miyembro ng
kanyang pamilya sa Ung-
kaya Pukan, Basilan kaha-

pon.
.. Nabatid mula kay Briga-

dier General Juvymax Uy,
¢ommander ng Join} Task
“Group Sulu, nangyar ang insi:
dente sa Barangay Camambu-

fingan dakong alas-8:20 ng

madaling araw kung saan -

rifle. Agad inaresto si Asao da-

..hil sa paglabag sa gun ban at
* Iniimbestigahan din sa posib-
- lepg kaugnayan nito sa pag-

atake kay Usan at sa pamilya
nifo.-

Samantala, sinislyasat na
ngmga otaridad ang anggu-
Jong personal na aiitan sa mo-

tibo ng pagpatay kay Danllo -

Daanton, presidente ngAsso-
ciation of Barangay Capiains,
s& Monkayo, Composlella

Valley kamakalawa.

Aias-5 ng hapon nang rat-
ratin si Daanton, 44, matapos

Pahina.

at Nadzmi Matindo, 19.
Ayon sa mga tesfigo, ti-
narget lang ng mga suspek
ang bahay i Usan na naghain
na rin kamakaitan ng kanyang

sa Barangay at Sangguniang

Kabataanelections . . . . i

SRR Nangoras matapostang o e
- ingidenie; [ifnuitang naman sa:

. headquariers ng 8ih Infantry

Batialion ng Philippine Army
sa Ungkaya Pukan si Herie
Asao, ang kasalukuyang
tsesrnan ng Bray. Camambui-
-ngap; na may bitbitina k16

«.napatay.sinaklsan AsanieABr. . pit LRGN BSEES
' ﬂﬂ$05. Séétigg icapitan' sanatu- - magiaro ng basketoall sa Ba-
«1angharangay; Andatun Asa- .

i, 47: Janviailn Matindo, 60;

rangay Poblacion. Kasaluku-

Banlag st Daanton at wala

i umano ftong makakalaban sa

" oetificate of carididagy para

eleksyon.  JEFF GALLOS

A RHDHAR e BATARGRY = 3 i B B e
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. COTABATOCITY—Magumdanao leaders
yielded 25 more high-powered loose firearms

the government’s “Balik Baril” program in this
. conflict-gripped southern part of Mindanao, ]
Talitay town Mayor Abdulwahab M. Sabal
handed over the 25 various types of weapons
and ammos to Sixth Infantry Division (6ID)

indanao

guindanao leaders yield
more loose firearms

the whole nation. We are in suppor:t of this
prograrm because we shun violence and ex-

. fremism. We also support other government’s
+ programs in prder to get rid of illegal drugs
tothe military last Saturday, further bolstering . -

and terrorism,” Besana quoted Sabal as say-
ing in the Saturday morning ceremony.

As a reply, Fernandez said the toilitary
was pursuing “three issues” in Talitay town |
—the presence of loose guns, reports on ille- -

gal drug trade and the need for the safe and..

Deputy Commander Brig, Gen. Cirilo Thomas
..-Donato, and 90th Infantry Battalion head Lt
" Col. Cris ez in a symbolic cer-

emony at the Talitay municipal hall.

- The surrender of the firearms followed
meetings held between the 603rd Infantry
‘Brigade, thru the 90IB, and the Talitay local

“officials led by Sabal and 'Vice Mayor Kamid

?

Buisan, and barangays leaders, 61D-led Task

.. Force Central spokesman
...sana said Sunday.

Col:GerryBe

. “lam glad thatyou are here to witness the
" Balik Baril Program of Ditterte’s government.
This is not only the program of Talitay but of

orderly conduct of the barangay and Sang-

«+guniang Kabataan elections on May 1477

' The incumbent Talitay mayor, who is
actually the town’s elected vice mayor, had to

_-succeed his brother Mayor Montaser Sabal,

who went into hiding following charges of

involvement in a string of crimes, ineluding ... . ..

ilegal drug trade.
... Donato , who is also chair of the govern-

town, in particular, and Maguindanao, in
general.

\
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ment's committee on cessation of hostilities;
+said Saturday’s event would hopefully be'a ™ ' '
- “frst step” in bringing normaley in Taliday
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NAMATAY ang isang kasapl
ng Philippine Army {PA)

‘habang sugatan ang 27 iba

pa nang aksidenteng ma-
hulog sa bangin ang sina-

.sakyan nitang - military

truck, iniulat kahapon sa
national highway ng Purok

. 5, Barangay Mirangan sa .

bayan ng Siay sa lalawigan
ag Zamhoanga Sibugay.
Sainisyal na Wat mula sa
181 Infantry Tabak Division
(11D) ng Philippine Ammy, na-
pag-alaman na 20 sundaloang

- inalubha.ang kalagayan.ha-..-.;

bang pitoang suigatan kabjlang

dents.
Ayon‘sa ulat ng Police
Regional Office (PRO-9), dead-

itar W@k mulog 3
s sundalo patay, 27 sugatan

on-ihe-spot si Pic. Glen Luma-

-cad habang hindt naman bi
nanggit ang pangalan ng iba -
-pang mga biktima dahil kinc-

kontak pa ang pamila ng mga
io.

Sa inisyal na imbestigas-
yon, bumiyahe ang mga sun-
dalong 35th tnfantry Batialion

- 88 pangunguna ni 2Lt John

Paul Bacsain kasama ang
lima nilang dependents mula
salalawigan ng Sulu at papun-
ta sana sa headguariers ng
119 para sumali sa pagsasa-

Pahina.

nay:ng-Squad-Challengs nge
* slsimulan ngayong araw ng
<2:angfimang S|bityan Na depens:.. . &8

Lunes

taunang competition na sing-
sallhan ng mga tropa tuwing

fka-31 ng Mayo, ang araw ng
anibersaryo ng b,

Nagpapatu!nyangxmbes-_ e e e e
tigasyon ng militar at pulisya

upang matukoy kung ano ang

. dah tan ng aksidente.

CMARYANNESAPICO ™

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

e e

Honor. Pa(té;iotism. Duty.

ArzgSCIuadChallengeay..‘ I R S T P R




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

" OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Pisblic AFFA__IRS'-'Emafi;'édd;.:o:ac'p_aia_rmyzm2@gmau.com — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

772 April 2018

| The Manila Timeg | ree AL

PRESIDENT. Rodrigo Duterte has

apened a 60-day window for peace
and vrged the Comrmunist Party
of the Philippines-New People’s
Army-National Democratic Front
(CPP-NPA-NDF} to seize the chance
1o resume negotiations to end their
decades-long war. :

like to thank God first, and the Filipino
people, and the military and the police
for their understanding,” Duterte said.

°1 cannot do_anything [other.than...

* this].  have to seek peace that is to be

Fam just here telling stories,”
- “Thisiza proposal to Sison. 1 will

| Coﬁ*;réntion in Legazpi City.
. Sls0r en in exile in. The.

-8ison has b

" Duterte said he would shoulder

Sison’s airfare and other expenses -

if he will come home to talk peace.
~-He also called on NPA rebels ¢
surrender their arms. . ’

- "You in the guerilla front, you stay .

in one place, you camp. Bring your
guns in your camps, tell us where
you are, you can go out of the camp
minus the arms,” Duterte said.

‘I will give you the complete

‘the 1980s...0 .

peace window

The President prodded CPP leader
Jose Maria Sison to come home and
participate in the peace negotiations.
* Healso promised to give NPA rebels
the freedom to move around unmo-
lested if they surrender their firearms.

“Take advantage of the 60 days. i it
fnegotiation] succeeds, then I would

not go [to The Netherlands] since
what we are fighting over is the Phil-
ippines. You come here.”

“""*""‘Duterte'-‘made’the"Stame'nfS“’bﬁ"""'" S

National Federation of Motorcycle
Clubs of the Philippines Annual
¥ PeaceA8

-

freedom to move. I will not molest

-sand the police to*be rice o' you,”
- he added. :

Duterte terminated the
peace tatks with the communist reb-
els in November last year after signing
a proctamation declaring the CPP and
NPA terrorist organizations,

Last month, the President gave in
to calls for peace and decided 1o give
the peace talks with communists

another chance.
RALPH EDWIN U. VILLANUEVA

canyoner Lawill-order-the military: oo i
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v sought-That {peace) will fiot &mie'if 7K '
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Cos rtyf the' Phlhppmes founder Jose
15 --_Marla Sison to return home and resume the peace
‘ i::-negotlatlons wzth‘ the government mthm 60 days. -

l

. “I createci a sma!l wmdow--—60
days My proposal to Sison, I will not
go there. We’re fighting for the Philip-

Cagayan on Saturday mornmg
Northern Luzon Command spokes-
man Lt. Col. Isagani Nato said the. en-

. -':=;r-pmes 'S0 you came here " Diiterte $aid’

Annual Conventlon in Legazpl City on
Saturday night. . .
He made the' statement even as sol-

- diers from. the :17th-Infantry Battalion’s
= Jomt Task Force™ Tala clashied with an

and resulted in the retreat of the rebels
who suffered an undetermmed number
of casualties,

lands in 1986,
-Recently, Sison expressed Openness

- ;chance 10 resume the peace taiks
.- He said the rebels couid set up a camp
. where he could talk fo them “minus arms.”
" will pay for your [Sison’] fare, bil--
_ letmg and food. And your guerrilla front,
_you: stay ‘ini one piace set up a camp
Duterte said.
- "Bring 1 your arms mmde the ‘camp, you
tell us where you are, you can go out of
the camp minus the arms.”
. Duterte said he would g1ve SISOH the
compiete freedom to move and . order the
OFFICE OF THE, mlhtaxy and the police 10 be nice to you.”
- “Take: advantage: of that 60 days. If it~

succeeds; then I would like to thank God

/'~ first and the: Filipino people and the mili-

tary and the police. for their understand-

B mg,” Duterie said.

" He said he could not fight the commu-
nist rebels forever, “same with the Moro
Islamic: leeratlon Front and Moro Na-
tional Liberation Froat.

“But the threat of terrorisim  remains
very high. We are not fighting against our

Moro brothers and sigters.”

Duterte said his administration was
“well on its way” toward eliminating the
social ills that prevent the country’s march
toward progress. '

“I seek vour proactive participation in
natxon-bmldmg by wpholding peace and
order, preserving . national security and
-ehmmatmg the misfits in our scolety,”
Duterte sald PNA

T Cp

2
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Sison went into exile in The Nether-

" cotiniter took "place around 6:30 am. in

al a.nd readmcss to resyme the peace--negom.-

15-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

ﬁght lasted abou 45':'mmutes e .
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" downgrade GF 25 toamere SC bécause most
. of its combatants have already surrendered
to the govemment

. : ]
' mzhtary dlselosed that one of the terror~_ 1o the 66th ‘Kabalikat’ ‘Battalion and 23
ist group’s major Guerilla Fronts. (GF) in-- members of GF25 are now under the care
Scuthem Mmdanao had tohe downgraded . :of the 66th IB,” further claimed the 16th ID
e PAD chief. '

_officer _of the NPA and a fighter were

Lamosao alsodisclosed that aeommand:

nother was apprehended, in

He said troops of the 39th Infantrj Bat-

=talion-engaged-the NPA-terrorists-in-Sitio
( _Bayongon Barangay Astorga in Sta Cruz
veé surrendered £

that the group was extorting “revolutionary

tax” from businessmen in the town.
Lamosao said the firefight lasted for

an hour, and, when the smoke cleared, the

troops saw the-NPAs dragging with them —

wounded comrades.
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.. But they left behind two others who were ..
i 'kﬂ}ed in the combat.” S
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ILOHO CITY {PNA) - There
.are aliegedly members of the New
‘Peopie’s Army (NPA) inl Panay who

have filed their certificates of can-
didacy (CoCs} for the May 14 Ba-
rangay and Sangguniang Kabataan
_elections. L
.. Brigadier General Pio Difioso, the
commanding officer of the 301st

..infantiy. Brigade based in, Dingle, ..

Tloil, said they have gathered some

1. 0f Identities based-on.reports- and. -
rom what they heard from the lo-

cals. However, he said they do not
have evidence to_conﬁrm it.

He said they have recorded not
more than 10 but he refused to
..divalge .more _information..about

them.

"With the absence of concrete
evidence and case, we cannot pre-
vent them from joining the elec-
fion,” he said.

But he said the participation of
the alleged rebels in the election
is "good.”

“If they join our democratic pro-

Less, it is good. It is also.our.wish......

for them 1o join the pari[amentary

sactivities. and. democratlc #prinGis
" ples,” Difioso. said. . '

However, he said that if they
are already in the government but
they will still support the activities

of the armed revotution, it wil be

a-different thmg

“Once they are already élected,
they could be dismissed from ser-
vice,” he said.

Meanwhile, Dennis Ausan, the
Regional Director of the Commis-
sion on Elections, said that “as
long as your CoC is complete, we
will receive that.”

“With the picture, with the doc-

umentary..stamp,..with. the..slgna-...
ture,” he said. .

sotating:the qualifications forthes s s s

local polls, Ausan said that candi-
dates should be a Filipino citizen;
18 years old and above; resicéent
of the place where he or she in-
tends to run; a registered voter
and-able to-read and write:
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‘Siriabi - ni Pangulong  Rodrigo  !amnotaPresidert whoisapoliceman,”  gueriliafrontrasilaay itatrato nang maayos

Duterte na injutos niyaang pagpatuloy  ani Duterte. ng mggfu]js atmilitar.

sa peace talks sa Communist Party of the “My duty, my fundamental basic duty, * “Ako maghigay ng pamasahe, 1 will

Philippines-New People’s Army-National  istoseetoit that the country is peaceful,”  pay all your billeting and pagkain,” ani

Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF) dabil  dagdag niya. Duterte.

obligasyon ni{’ang tiyakin na maging isang Idiniin ni Duterte na binigyan niya "Kayong mgg gueriila frong, you stay

mapayapang bansa ang Pilipinas. ng 60 araw ang panibagong pagsisikap  inone place, ma§ukampo na kayo. Dalhin
ko ang ipinahayag ni Duterle sa  parasa kepayapaan,at hinimokangmga  ninyo ‘yung bartl diyan sa loob ng kampo

kanyang pagtatalmpati sa 4th anmual  komunistang rebelde na samantalahinang  ninyo, you?seek] to tell us where you are,

convention ng National Federation_of ibisﬁgaynapanahon. youcan goout of the camp, minus the arms,”

Motorcycle Clubs of the Philippines Take advantage of that 60 days. it dagdagniya.

* (NFMCP) sa Legazpi City, Albay nitong  succeeds, then Iwould fike to thank God una, “But '] will give you the complete

Sabado. and the Fitipino peopleand themilitary and  freedom tomove. Wala akong molestiyahin.
Sakanyang talumpati, hinilingng Chief  the police and — for their understanding,”  Iwill order the military and the police fo be

Executive sa mga puwersa ng gobyerno  aniya. nicetoyou,” patuloy niya.

¥
© ang pang-umawa at ipinaalala sa kanila ang “Eh wala akong magawa eh, | have Ipinghinto ni Panfulcmg Duterte

. mandato niya bilang Pangulona tiyaking  to seek peace thatis to be sought,” dagdag angbpeacetalkssamga cmunista roong
o | INAPAYAPAANG DS, .o e TR NODYEFE 2017, dahil sa wmano’y |
{ “I'mtalking to [CPP Chairmanfoma] =~ Idinfin niya na sa pagkakataong ito, — mga pa, labag sa ceasefireat kawalanng |~
i .._-Sison_now.lt’_s_ano.ffar_ldOnﬁﬂijag'?rﬂbabl‘h___.-._ka.ilﬁngangmagbﬁlik_.sa.?ﬁipinasSigisoﬂ; .. sensiridad sa mga negosasyon, Sinabi 1i

| ang mga military pati mga pubis may  dahil ifo ang bansang pinaglalabanan g niyananaistig CPPNPA-NDE ngeoalifior” 7

misgivings, but sinabi ko namansainyo,  gobyernoatng mgarebelde. overnment, isang bagay na hindi niya
Tamnot gs}?tesident who is a soldier a{'ld B YTiniyak ﬁiyagza mga mivembro ng gapagbibigyan. B d l
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THE MATIGN'S

ESIDENT Duterte has
"named and sworn in Direc-
: tor General Oscar Aibayalde

- Duterte installed Lt. Gen. Car-

lito Galvez Jr. as Armed Forces

of the Philippines (AFP) chief of

staff, replaeing retiring General

Guererra

o __:_;tor;-

- Another tough officer fo handle the
: PNP after Director General “Bate”

daia Rosa

S oA

aiud installed Lt, Gen. Cariito Galvez

'(AFP) S
Changmg of :the. guard to _
strengthen peace and ﬁght rebels, _
1fnecessary R S :

The Presxdent hkewzsr: named-‘~-~--~---w —

~ Ywill defend the F:hpmopeople - | _ i
ofrom; all enemiesiof peace andides oo L]

mocracy, he vowed.
£33

#It is the best time fo walk the :

path of peace,” Galvez said, inviting

struggles and return to their families

and communities.” _ ST
gt ,once agam pI‘OpOSe tO ynu s B s o

and avail of government’s offer to end:

_ ali conflicts,” he appealed.

dedik
“We shall always prefer to take

the path of peace... step up our
collaboration and... help address

.the root causes of the conflict,” he

added.
Yes to peace for the country! Yes
to peace and order for the people!

. ers-and sisters; that yoicon-
~ sider returning to the fold of the law

. all rebels to abandon their “pointless . ...............
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Gov’t troops drive away NPA rebels in
Cagayan

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA -- Troopers from the 17th Infantry Battalion’s Joint Task Force “Tala” clashed
with an estimated 30 New People's Army (NPA) rebels, forcing them to retreat in Rizal,
Cagayan Saturday morning.

Northern Luzon Command (Nolcom) spokesperson Lt. Col. isagani Nato said the
encounter took place around 6:30 a.m. in Sitio Tallat, Barangay Masi, Rizal, Cagayan.

The firefight lasted for about 45 minutes, which resulted in the retreat of the NPAs after
__sustaining an undetermined number of CasUaltes. ...

“ “Recovered from the scene were animprovised 22 caliber weapon: & two-way radio:
three jungle packs; four improvised explosive devices, including one 12-volt car battery
and wires, medicine pack; and subversive documents.

--Nato said the encounter took place as a response to reports provided by residerits on
NPA presence and atrocities in their barangay.
* "Nolcom will continuie to' conduct focused military operations in its area of responsibiiity
to make the communist terrorist group insignificant, allowing development in NPA

affected areas in Northern and Central Luzon, in cooperation with the populace, civil
society organizations and the local government units, he added. (PNA)

e i Honor. Patriotism. Duty.
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PRRD urges Sison to come home, sets 60-
day window for talks with Reds

By Jelly Musico

MANILA -- President Rodrigo Duterte has called on Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP) founder Jose Maria Sison to return home and resume the peace negotiations
within 60 days.

‘I created a small window -- 60 days. My proposal to Sison, | will not go there. We're
fighting for the Philippines, so you come here,” Duterte told Sison in his speech during
the 24th National Federation of Motorcycie Clubs of the Philippines (NFMCP) Annual
Convention in Legazpi City on Saturday night.

Sison went into exile in the Netherlands after the two-decade regime of former president
Ferdinand Marcos ended in 1986.

 Recently, Sison expressed openness and readiness to resume peace negotiations,
iewhich Duterte cancelied'in November last year dié o the seties of attacks launchedby =
the New People’s Army on civilians and government troops.

In response, Duterte said he is ready to give the communist rebels another chance to :
~-F@SUME peace talks e e e i e e e

.= The President:said theNational Democratic:Front:=CPP-NPA could set ip 4 camp where™ -t f |
~ whecould talk to therm “minus arms, " R

"I will pay for your (Sison) fare, billeting and food. And your guerrilla front, you stay in
one place, set up a camp. Bring your arms inside the camp, you tell us where you are,
you can go out of the camp, minus the arms,” Duterte said.

Duterte said he will give Sison the complete freedom to move, adding that he will order
the military and the police to "be nice to you.”

"Take advantage of that 60 days. If it succeeds, then | would like to thank God first and
the Filipino people and the military and the police for their understanding,” he said.

TN
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The Commander-in-Chief said he cannot fight with communist rebels forever, “same
with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and Moro Nationai Liberation Front.

“But the threat of terrorism remains very high. We are not fighting against our Moro
brothers and sisters,” Duterte, who traced his Maranao roots from his grandmother,

said.

“You know, if you (NPA) can do it, whatever it is, | can do it beiter, 100 times better than
what you can do. So let us respect each other. Anyway, civilians are not part (of the
fight). But once you start to mess up with.... | will not back out,” he added.

Duterte said his administration is “well on its way” towards eliminating the social ills that
prevent the country’s march toward progress.

‘I seek your proactive participation in nation-building by upholding peace and order,
preserving national security and eliminating misfits in our society,” he said in his speech.

“Remember that your greater participation in our fight against illegal drugs, criminality
and corruption is crucial to our goal of uplifting the lives of the Filipino people,” he
added. (PNA)

Honor. Patriotism. Duty.
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Galvez to focus on improving PH internal,
external security

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA -- Newly-appointed Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Lt.
Gen. Carlito Galvez is focused on improving the country's internal and external security
aside and helping law enforcement agencies in their fight against illegal drugs and other
forms of criminality.

This is aside from promoting transparency, good governance, and fighting corruption in
AFP ranks.

These goals were enumerated by military spokesperson Brig. Gen. Bienvenido Datuin
Saturday.

Decisively end insurgency. Put an end to violent extremism. Safeguard.the country's....
 territorial waters. Support law enforcement agencies in the fight against illegal drugs
+ and criminality and promote transparency, good governance and fight against corrugtion
in our ranks,"” he said.

Galvez, a member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1985, replaced Gen. Rey
-Leonarde Guerrero, a member of PMA Class of 1984, who was honored with a
testimonial parade and review and the prestigious award of the Philippine Legion of

Guerrero was appointed as AFP chief last Oct. 26 replacing Gen. Eduardo Afo, who
stepped down after reaching the mandatory retirement age of 56.

The former was supposed to retire last Dec. 17 but his term as AFP chief was extended
by another four months by President Rodrigo Duterte. (PNA)

U i Honor. Patriotism. Duty.
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By: Eldie Avuirre

~INQUIRER FILE PHOTO -~

- DIGOS CITY — A still unidentified New People’s Army (NPA) member was killed whie ar
alleged female rebel was captured after a clash with soldiers in Sta. Cruz, Davao del
Sur, on Saturday, a military commander reported on Sunday.

Lt. Col. Rhojun Rosales, commander of the Army’s 39th Infantry Rattalion, identified the
captured rebel as Jessa Lumana.

She said Lumana was found by soldiers hiding in the bushes during the clearing
operations that also led to the recovery of the body of the slain rebel.

Rosales said soldiers also recovered an M-16 assault rifle, three improvised expiosive
devices, two rifle grenades, and flags of the National Democratic Front (NDF) and the
Bagong Hukbong Bayan.

Honor. Patriofism. Duty,
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He said soldiers were responding to a report of armed men massing in Sitio Bayongon
in Barangay Astorga in Sta. Cruz when the clashed ensued at about 11:25
a.m., Saturday.

Rosales said the armed men turned out to be members of the Guerrilla Front 51 of the

NPA’s Southern Regional Committee under Greg Magbanua alias Macky.
Saturday’s clash in Sta. Cruz was the third firefight that took place between soldiers and
NPA rebels in Davao del Sur since March.

On Good Friday, soldiers also clashed with the rebels in Barangay Goma in Digos City.

. On Aprit 18, two suspected NPA rebels were killed during a firefight with soldiers in

Barangay Upper Bala in Magsaysay town. /cbb
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