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The ﬂk;}ﬁﬂﬁi@ﬂ of the Iocal econonry in. t?le semnd guarter fell below the government target due to. the ckxsure
of Boracay, higher prices and tighter mining regulations, according to Seciceconemic Plannihg Secretar} Pemm.
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By EDU BUNAY
The gov ernmment’s bid in court to declare over 630 per-
sons inked te the Communist Fartv of the Ph ﬁzpmrec
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“iTH the recent signing of
b &

the Bangsamoro Organic Law

- {BOL) by President Rodrigo
Dreterie the Armed Forces of the Philip-

~ines is bracing for attacks that may be
i .

meunted by “peace spoilers,” perticulatly

Lerraried groups in Mindanao, a military
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Postec by Alvin Santiago

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD) — The 6" Infantry “Kampilan”
Divisior. fully supports the government's Peace and Development efforts, like the anti-drug

campaign of the administration.

This was the Siatement made by Briaadier Genera! Cq Ii!”{’“ E Sobejana AFP inan mtewzew
by DWDD _ o o O —

According to BGen Sobejana. jointly with the Philippine Nationa: FPolice (PNF) and
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA). they have launched numerous operations
against illegal drug groups like the recent recovery of numerous volumes of the illegai
substance in the town of Datu Sinsuat.

BGen Sobeiana added that if the joint operations would meet any resistance. the AFF is
ready ¢ support anag respond.

TERRORISM TO TOURISM

Sobejane is optimistic that the regior would benefit from the gained peace and
development in the region. The 610 is now pushing for an increase in tourism with their
“terrorism tc tourism” and “battiefield to oil field” sloegans. He has assured the security of
these developments in coordination with the Local Government Units (LGUs) and religious

leaders in the region.
w8 L e Honor. Patriotism. Duty
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MARTIAL LAW

The continued implementation of Martial Law in Mindanao has made Mindanaoans more
secure with the daily lives. The ordinary citizens have now felt the presence of their
govermnment through the delivery of basic services. He addec that they respect the
sentiments of some sector on their resisiance to the implementation of martial law but the
~ Mindanaocan themselves have felt the positive change with its continued imposition

The AFP is in the forefront of the transformation ng Mindanac with the campaign o Psace

and Development through the implementation of various livelihood programs in cooperation
with the LGUs who will provide the much-needed rescurces. The AFP is also in the thick of
mediating and encouraging civilian partners to assist in different projects that would make a

positive impact on our countrymen.

LOCALIZED PEACE TALKS

BGen Sobejana fully-supports the conduct of localized peace talks in the pursuil of & lasting
peace and development in the region. He believes that the talks would be more credible if
you could we face the problem on the grounds. Direct talke with local rebel ieaders can
better resolve any issues of concerns since they know the problem very well. Compared to
dealing with Communist leaders based in a foreign country that does not have a clear

coniro! of their members on the ground.

” GBV”iOF’mem concerns of the Commumty SObEJaﬂa added that the bottom line is that tne o
“UUnroblent isretonomiic; ke theriack ofjobropportunities and poverty: Sothegovernmentis”

implementing a hard and soft approach on the matter to gain 2 sustainable effect and thus
preventing them in being duped {c joint any armed uprising. AES | MCAG

Honor. Patriotism Duty
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IMPASUGONG, Bukidnon {DWDD) - Four more Communist Party of the Philippines —
New People’s Army (CPP-NPA) members from Guerilla Front 4B (GF48) surrendered 1o
troops of the 8th Infantry "Dependable” Battalion (8iB) at Sitio Mahagwa, Brgy Hagpa.
Impasugong, Bukidnon on Tuesday, August 7. 2018,

One (1) was a regular NPA terrorist. he was identified as Alias Dalasigon. 43 vrs old. who
brought along his carbine rifle. The three (3) were members of Milisyang Bayan. namely:
Alias Lawin. 41 yrs old: Alias Bag-as. 27 yrs old: and Alias Jampee, 25 yrs oia. that alsc
brought their 3 homemade shoiguns. The surrenderees were all from Brgy Hagpa.
impasugong. Bukidnon,

"Our surrenderees from the start of our campaign. were results of our Commurnity Support
eProgram-teandeployments People-n ourpriotity.areas are now-aware oL the CPENBPA S e v
CHrugintentions and- that thév do not want totake part of their failed armed struggle =
anvmore.” Lieutenant Colone! Ronald lilana. Commanging Officer of 8iB said

It can be recalled last July 16 two former NPA terrorists of GF4B also surrendered with
firearms to 8IB Headquarters at impasugong. Bukidnon.

Or the other hand. Brigadier General Eric Vinoya. Commander of 403ra Infantry Brigade.
assured the surrenderees that the Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program
(ECLIP) Committee of Bukidnen Province will ensure their proper reintegration to the

community.
“Once again. we appreciale the decision of our brothers tc go down and embrace peace
Together with the other members of the ECLIF Committee of Bukidnon, we wili ensure vour

security and that all the assistance from the program will be given to you. You have made a
good and very timely decision.” said Vinoya.

o o
g o & Honor Patriotism Duty
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Surrenderees revealed that NPA terrorists promisec financial support of 5 00C and one
sack of rice every month. vet none of these came true. Terrorists also extort money of

210,00 per person every month and harvest crops ieaving people in the community with
aimost nothing.

“From January up to date. 4th Infantry Division have been very serious in our campalign of

putting to end the terrorism brought by the CPP-NPA We have informatior that many of the -

NP4 terrorists are now waiting for the right time to surrender because of hardshic Most of -
them are dismayed of the NPA terrorists failec promises and extortion. | encourage those
who want fo surrender. now is the right time to dc it Your Philippine Army with the local
government are very willing tc assist you in your reintegra tion to our society.” Major General
Ronald Villanueva, Commander of the Army’'s 4th Infantry Division said. 4DPAC / MCAG

we & Honor. Patriotism Duty
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NPA THREAT REDUCED | Bukidnon now
Conflict—Manageable and Ready for Further

Development

Eosted by Alvin Santiago

MALAYBALAY CITY, Bukidnon (DWDD) - 40312 infantry Brigade (403Bde; and the Local
Government Unit (LGU) of Bukidnon declared the province as Conflict-Manageable and
Ready for Further Development (CMRFD) last Tuesday. August 7. 2018, around 4:25 PM.

-.The.deciaration.was-formally.conducted.through.a.jointsigning.of.a Memorandum.of.

.. Agreement (MOA) between the LGU of Bukidnon headed by Governor Jose I\fawa R Zubirz )
" Jr. and Brigadier General Eric Vinoya. Commander of 4038de.” ' B

It was agreed upon b\f both parties and the membert of the Peace and Order Counci! of

civilians and civitian prop@mec that include vi Lai economic msta!latlons ana oovernment
.infrastructure projects. . .o

Alsc present during the MOA Signing were Brigadier General Cristoba! Zaragozza. Assistant
Division Commander for Operations of 4th infantry "Diamond” Division (41D Brigadier
General Antonio Rosaric Jr Deputy Commander of Eastern Mindanao Command. AFP and
Police Senior Superintendent Benedicto Pintor. Provincial Director of Bukidnon Police
Provincial Office. Further. the Sangguniang Panlalawigan members of Bukidnon graced the
event to withess the gigning of the MOA,

In his message. Governor Zubiri mentioned that the CPP-NPA in Bukidnon has weakened
as evidenced by the rising number of NPA surrenderees and the significant reduction of
NPA-initiated atrocities.
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"Daghan na nagsurrender sa ilaha. Ug sa pipils ne ka bulan karon. dung he moy nadungog
nga naay glambush ang NPA? Wala." [Many have surrendered already from their (NPA)

ranks. And for many months now, we have not heard of any NPA ambuscades; said
Governor Zubiri.

~ “Forhis part. Brigadier General Vinoya considered the activity as a momentous event. as he
expressed his gratiude 1c the Local Government of Bukidnon for its unwavering support 1o
the peace and deveiopment initiatives of the 403r¢ infantry Brigade ir the province.

“The declaration of Bukidnon as Conflict-Manageable and Ready for Further Development
is a very important milestone in our journey tovwsards peace. progress and prosperity for the
province and s people. [ would like to express my appreciation and gratitude (o the Local
Government Unil of Bukidnon headed by Honorable Governor Jose Maria K Zubiri Jr.. and
the members of the Bukidnorn Provincial Peace anc Order Council. for their unviavering
support to our peace and development initiatives ” said General Vinoys

The signing of the MOA by the LGU and the Philiopine Army unit in the area symbolizes
that LGU recognizes the effort of the 403Bde tha! led to the significant cecrease of NPA
terroristic activities from 20717 tc 1st Semester of 2018.

nd & B Honor Patrictism. Duty
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