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8-9 1 US told: Who are you to warn us on subs? P Star-1
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12 Lorenzana: Bells not a ‘trophy’ for atrocities in US-PH war PDI-A7
13 Balangiga bells not trophies-Lorenzana P Star-8
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31 Malacafang endorses ROTC reinstatement D tribune-12

32 | AFP affirms humanitarian commitment D tribune-12
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37 NPA twisting the truth-Army M Bulletin-8

38 | Antique encounter ‘massacre’-militants M Times-A7
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44-45 | China the superpower M Times-AB
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49 It takes two to cha-cha D tribune-4
ONLINE NEWS
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54-55 P
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PENTAGON:

ASHINGTON, p.c..
Chinese bombers are likely training
“for strikes against US and allied

'mf‘g’etsi in the Pacific, according to a new
Pentagon report that also details how Beijing
is ransforming its ground forces to “fight

and Win,”_. SN
The annual report 10 Con-

gress, released Thursday (Friday

Mivako Serait in the scuthwest of

the Japanese islands;and-they for

- Manila}, highlights China's
" diplomatic dowt and how Beiiing
I leveraging this to rapidly buiid
its international footprint -and
establish regiona dominance,
- An the case of China's air
power, the renort stases that
~Chinese bombers are deveigj

“eapabilities

. Browing m*giamef‘momicand gl

: --r:frb"ﬂfn:'Cﬁ'ina'-as--;'}'ciséibl'é?f R
*Over the Jast three vears, the
PLA (Peopie’s Liberation Armv)
nas rapidiv expanded its overwa-
ter bomber operating areas, gain-
ing experience i critical mari.
‘time regions and likely training
for strikes against Us and alfied
tazgets,” the document siates,
noting how China s Pushing its
operations out info the Pacific
b August 2017, siv Chingse
H-5K bombers fiew through the

the first 1

The PLA mav demonstrate the
“capability to strike US and attied
forces and military bases inthe

~western Pacific Oceatt, fichiding

Cuam.” the TEpOTL save,
~inads engaged.ina decades
ng.baild:up a Gaentzg

- ton of its once-backward armed

“forves, and military leaders have

Seld goai of fielding 2 world-ciags
military by 2050,

President xi finping last vear
ordered the PLA 1, step up efforts,
saying Ching needed a military
ready 10 “fight and win” wars,

According o the Pentagon the
FLA in April a7 umdertnok a
massive transformatios of operg.
tienal and tactical units as nart of
its structural reforms,




With nearly & million troops,
the PLA i the Jargest standing
ground force in the world.

China’s military budget for
2017 was about $190 billion, ac-
cording to the repori, far helind

the Pentagon's annual budge: 5f

about $700 billion,

This year's report reiterates that -

China will seek 1o establish new
bases in cournnics sach as Maldsien.
Key io this expanding {cotpring
is China’s "belt and road” inisia-
tive that seeks t5 bolster ties with
other nations Eﬁmugn lendingand
infrasiuctire deals, :

The documens als mhmew’lght :
‘on China's

ongoing muitary

simultan

ieparations for a "contingency”
in the Taiwan Sirait.

“The PLa aise is likely prepar-
ing for a conltingency to unify Tai-
wan with China by force, while
i _duarrmg, delay-
ing.-or. den}mg any third-party -
intervention o4 Taiwan's behalf,”
it states.

To the ire al regicnal neighbors,
China fias built 3 series of islets
and ocean features intn military
facilities i the South China Sea,

Gedjing has now siappe %Lﬂb-

mmm} fand.reclamation,
“However it e m*mum'
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bulid infrastcnire at theee ot

posts,” the repurt savs.  AFP
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L\H”'EI} States ﬂx«;swtam ‘Sefretarv {}f Defcpge for -
Asian and Pacific Security Affairs Handali G, Seheiv-
er concluded vesterday his three-day vistt in the
Philippines tAugust 15 0 17 atmed at reintoreing
the United States’ commitment to the indo-Pacific
region arud to the Philippines, a cdose friend, pariner,

and atlv.
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overflightt over the South China Sea, with 2
media crew tagging slong.

Duterte said thet Ching Would “retimk”
its warning to other countries for fhving over
airspace sbove the arrificiat island that 1t buik
i fhe WPS,

On Monday,
Rogue sai

o i P ! L2 tap LS defense
official reiterated the continuiag Comemit-
ment of the US 1o the Philippines as its “cloge
friend, partner and aliy.”

US Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Asian and Pacific Security Affairs Randa]l G,
Schriver visited the Phitippines and mel with
the country’s defense and security officials
led by Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzans.

Presidential Spokesman Harry

]

“Affairs indersecretary for Poj ey Entique
‘vanalo and Ambassador i Malaysia Ed-
uardo Malaya I11, . .
“This was my first visit v the Philippines
as Assistam Secretary of Defonse. 50 this was
2 goad Opporlunity- for me-to-meet with the
leadership here,” Schriver said in 4 statement
refeased by the US Embassy i Manila.
Schriver. who.was on, tessdayvisi

TS commitment ¥ Turther strengthen

e security partnership between the US ang
the Philippines,

“Its an honor for us 1w be considered a
friend, partner. and alty of the Philippines.”
he added.

During his meetings, Schriver discussed
the value of multilarers] military exercise
like Baiikatan and Kamandag and their con-

Ithpin c ohue. I3 retterated ekt

tributions to the strength and interoperabiliry

.0l the S and Philippine militaries
- Ching ‘had earlief insisted that it had the
right to warn foreign ships and aircrafi near
= artificial igfands,

Is 2 statement 1o the Reuvters pews agen.
cy. Thina's Foreign Ministry asserted that
the digputad Spratiy Islands remais Chinese
tertitory,

Wihile China respects the freedom of navi-
gation and oy rilight of other countries, it said
Tehad thoFight o take necessa; ]
spondito foreign arreraft and shipe that delib.
erately get eiose o or make incursions into the
afr and waters near Ching’s relevant islands,
and provocative actions that threaten the se-
curdy of Chinese persornel statisned there.”

“Ching urges the relevant party to raeet
Ching Halfway, and Jfointly protect the nresent
good situation that has not come eas; ly in the
Seuth Chinz Sea” the Chinese foreign minds-
try edded. Naf Mariano, with PNA
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months
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Galver said they are in = i

maode in the AFF in eraﬂ;rate mrmpmm

To epsurt that &lf resources and logistics

wiil he gwen to their men in the feld,

been comvicted and s
ihe Mew Bilibid

underze court martial rrn“cndi'm He

srred T determine the gravity of their invalve

sources w']f be cventuad} ;;un:sh&d a5
he repeatec to &lt AFP persunnel not to
engage in corruption, i




Special Assistani 1o the
Pres idf* i Christopher Lawrence
“Bong” Go yesterday urged
Fovernmoentl persohne] to
cotperete and help President
Duterte eradicate corruption.

“He {Mr, ‘")mﬂ"{a) neetis the
caeperation af all governmen
persannzh T am anpealing - pur
Prasident is very serigus i
fighting corruption, ke would
ram anybody whe comes hm

He 18 getting old bt he = doing
all he can. He wants 1o instili
discipline to everyons but it's
difficult.” said Go.

T am saddened whenever ]
see him trving his best to stap
corruption, flicgal drugs snd
instill peace and order. Our
Pregident hardly gets 1o rest to
fulf8l all his promises.” he added,

~Lhe-Bresident is very-

SERTRE
noted

way

strong. We are aiways

sk vate{i md oven
ax his fight againg
Se0Ins

g
exhausted.
COTIUHGT i government
endless,
Bevenily, the Prosident
~grdered. the saeking of sevoral
miliary offictals o vel the: aﬂr\ﬁed
“gh i

isn Cd:Ligd'('u rogue
yoimz.men presented to ium al
Malacanang by the Philippine
Nariona! Police (PRP) isadership,
With his frustraiion, the
President even saig he already
wanted to resign,
*Lreally feel forthe Prosiden.

B

S together and He works

until 2 a.m. Mentally and
physically, the President
is strong, He can definitely
findsh his term.

Ahe same time. Go
d;smhspd rﬁncernc about Mr,

carlier said the
President, can take & break and
rest. 3

“The Prosident is very strong.
We are always together and
he works until 2w, Mentally
and physically, the President te
sirong. He can definitely finish
his term,” Go said.

e becretarv Garies-- s
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. At ihe serond Legislative-
“Executive Development Advisory

Council Meering held on 13
August, President Iéuﬁertae urged
Cabinet members to include the
RGT{ Aot in Lhe nrmrm bins

Ad-Avngusic-President-Duterte-urged-

eveils not fust to netwerk and
reminisee with fellow slvmni but
also to anite in support of the DND's
legislative initiztives for national
dofense and sesurzity

Be parcienioriy ciied the propaced
relnstatement of the ROTEO as 3
mandatery program for sonior high
sthools,

He aiso informed ROTC
rommunity thai et the terond
Legislative-Executive Develspment

SROTGA

He issued the ¢ ;
AlmmniF elicwgmfv
August 3018 46the ,.-(:Z'I!IT\}.»SIUI’HM
Officers Club at Camp Aguinalde in
Quezonr City,

The event was aiteénded by 1hc

alumni associations of the different

schuols ar

the Ar rnv'd Forces of the Phi li);’)i”l“f:
the Offiee of the Assisiant Seereiz
for Human Resource and Deparimens
of National Tefense.

In hix spoech, Lorenzana snjoined
ROTC ziumpd leaders to use such

Y.

implementation of 3he Advanced

{q,bme’ mcmbvu m m{,lude tm ROTC_ _

“ef‘ e the end of th\ iTeh He»mn at
the House of Representatives.

alzo bared sfforis
with the

Lorenzana
4 revive the progran
Citizen Training Program in 180
pilot senier hi h schoois all over ..

The pregram aims to introduce
she concept of ROTC to senior high
stwdens of the current X-12 program
a5 onfy six ont of 10 senior high school
gradusies ure ahle tn pursue tertiary
gducation, #athizen Bulguerin
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The DND and the Departmend of
Foreign Affairs covhair o government
imeragency ad hoe committes to
formulate and inplement artivities :
to commemorate the THL Day on 12 .
Augnst and the whole month of August S

#s THL month.
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wn oD}ze e tl* it ’h; ing
led SEEN all«ge-i ;i

.. - Reyisn &er‘g“ ) seewm v genrmi
pased op their inltial far-findin gmwm
cialmed that the soven victims were mos prob
deep sleep when neppered with by
in thelr intervisw w ath F ST ¢
where the bodiss wer
showed the victime
s the bullets did no
tie gaid, “zil wictims i"a
and chests, 2 sign thas these are ¢
ensure their deaths ™
Vergara added the victms did nor have ary sigrig ¢
‘gie and the grenades and rusted quns were planted
thest did not match the huilets g
TR PR o 2t \iz“dﬂ“ 1

shing Fn Ehots o

=§ peaatl E,-.

fmd] G, Lieze] Banm aia,
untdentified male.
The police was abaly 1o berve w
and foven Ceralve bus were s} L?E’_
?:ne suspe:!:s mggf Ting 2

fa‘*t* an {i’w ETCOUNRLL,
L i. hdua! !

S eEney ﬁal‘v ineng
ies, no wonde

tades are known ‘rc.r Aabm ating
“His mouth is & founial
gues out frem it but decejis,” 1

RO enceuntes in Antigus bat was g
ecuted by the “criminal and fascisy” military and pelic
He alse bared that the ¥iiled rebels were ]
persennel” of the Communist Party of the Phili
NDFin Panay and unarmed,
Preciose comntersd ka fulio
of evidence srove that the kified
legitiruate” members of the NP;E.
“IN vou insist that this was 2
planied | pleces of] i“.]uen\Ea-’l} jusi provs your a
ivi coust,” he said.
EUGENE Y ADIONG AND D;EMPSE!’ RF,YES
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A RANKING official of the Communist
Party of the Philippines in Mindanao
we captured by security forces in Zam-
bowngs City on Thursdey.

Initial roports seid suthorties have ar

- rested Roberte Rossette Jr., secretary of
the youthemn Mindanao Regiona! Com-
mand and Central Committee member
in Barangay La Paz in Zamboanga City
alsboutd pm,

Reports said that Rossetie Jr. was ap-
prehended 2 few hours afier he evaded
arrest from suthorities who tried to serve
an fgest. warrant. at.his.house.in.Sitio

Dragon, Barangay Upper La Paz,
mtelligence operatives conducted 2
monitoring of the suspect’s whereabouts
at the said house,
While on & stakeout operation, -au-
thorities spolted Rossefle iopether with
his wife and two unidentified male per-
sonalities who had iost lef their home

sefte Jr., but the suspevt quickly alighted
. from the motoreycle and mmn towards &
I bushy area.
" Thepolice chased the suspect and was
i later cornered Rossete Iz,
I The suspect is presently undergoing
imterrogation, although sources said that
there were no roporte 85 © Kogsetic's
. criminal offenses that warranted his ar-
| rest,
I Meanwhile, military authorities in
I the Island province of Panay on Friday
¢ ageused the CPPNPA for twisting the
wruth on the newtralization of an extorion
group the other day in Antique, /15
Major Gen. Diro Doling, comimander
of the Am’s 3rd infantry Division,
slarmned Ka Julio Montame, spokesman
of the Coropatien Chiva “Waling-Wal-
ng” Covmand for spreading jies sbow







E%&wﬁm ne dinukot ﬁg @a% vaf
NG*?T?*; C{?T&&AI‘O Dintiadt ng ardm

ot
e

”ew ol g mg
wm:)rcak! s Zakre Kby
anyos at mars_aa'a ng Noirﬂ Dame of
alas-700 ng umaga.

Dahi dito, nananawsgan ngaven §' ARMM Sov.
Whiliv Hataman sa Bulu provincial polive #: mgs Inka
na cloridad rg kooperastyon parm sa BIETANY DAY~
palayz se Kidnap victim,

Nabatid na ang tatay ng bata ay sang mu-
mﬂmai jocal g

JIHTG U8 i ong
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wwhat i not mav,
These :.,ate.,w*m are a’:w“ig thioge
a(“,” ] o5L bv ' a

s prodised] thirer
thatw deuhu’\ onabled the
*'""ia'(lu“k f.a:' g?rocc‘m HAP&C

panel v angage
Homns and to e

;‘m‘n‘ir ‘)th!
vy all

T picked out the quotation above
because it exposes the President’s ar-
T ntlv com uqed ‘afiaﬁh”;’ oi t\aw «r-“'*i»

Cnee again setfing aside s preparsd
nesch, he opted 1w talk ahout "y per-
nal huzr ac 8 & =d " wntufmz’" e
m“‘ fir deven ooy
_a—,ie WES t:rem. AT u 3 aﬂ*werazw

CELIPERTIS
om he showed | deference,
A, T de ot want huﬂps‘}n the
pres dﬂnrv kesi nafakiaiye o Isuppose
nemeant e would b{* o e v rasge

o G

i _,'2}{, CjRP [N
e terminated by
Proclamation .»‘«
(f_“hamgin
ne nrdered m : .
0 oengage ’xf“*"’zs,'uwt
oaal L i:\ anne! faiks foward
formal talis, Bat then, fust as the b

‘im:'r: xim AmOn,

fe*a‘;af::

& Laim eried in }’"f‘“z:!za\' 201
*“u»w” i Dht ert'r‘ < mind, in

Ve ‘-},L'EJ Tiacd Iis‘w £ fli{:’g""c’
f}‘a,r proved i be inimice!
biectives of the formal peace
num)’naip TALIR R addmss the root cats
:# ihe r)rw ,ac‘tu «"srmec‘i confiict; fo

jitioad rcx'r:-m\s.; and i implemend
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.m;n ti'le.iiun'
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hc iy ﬂxan;

fv in -m v
HRIL shosiid have :
bt the HRP hias
dm mr*~aﬂ“d

"'JJ\‘" su £ i
;Dm weas o of his g promises as
presicential vandidate. He | 1! nered th
Posifive pes u m tr- fcm* ﬁ
Formnal ne

about ki of almaost 50
vears *wm 7 m”-n the goverament and the
Lefi :@vnlum}n"‘f oreds that he b

PR e
mrmatedly bemoaned. And pact
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ng panel
ffd meem g

.unémsua ist hc—‘ i

: zc;bf‘am:g
e fx’%]“-T"*FP peace waiks.
uliy adopted srist s0-
whick one a{imzm"‘“* i after

wther sinee Marces has proved to by
imnatiainabie.
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%ﬁvfﬁ&’\l China must be con-
¥ ¥ sidered a superpower has
been the subject of aceelerating

projections. Goldman Sachs

~.n 2007 predicted the Chinesé -
economy would be almost the'

size of the 4s 2eonomy by
2025 dnd would be the {arges:

economy i the world by 2050

- when it would be twice the size
of the US economy, in 210, the
date when China would over.
take the US was moved forward
by BNP Paribas 10 2070, In
2L, the Feenomist estimated
that:China wonld overtake the
US six years from then. Thar is
2018, our cuirent vear!

Blovmberg tells us tha: acty.-

AMBASSADORS'
CORNER

and ‘reshaping of the
interniational financig! svstemn.
The financial corisie of
September 2008 made manifest
the dectine of the doljar and
the increasing strength of
the renminbi. it showed the
US no longer strung enough
o underwrite the present
internationa! economic svstem
ond to sustain the dojlar #5
he world” PIEmiLr Teserve

Ay Ching "aiready Surpassed

the Us ears ago.in 2

" based on purchas
parity and Surpassed it ever )
further based on.the Big Mag -
scale, 2 Big Mac costing 1 5

ng power

times more in Ching,

~ Martin Jacques in his best
Ching Rules

atfons wouid hence
. aldifmore Bt their
e tiriencies other
the dollar, Civen that China
is-the mainirzding pariner
of most, if neoy all'East Asian

~Lountries, it-wilh-henaty rab

for trade berween them to he
conducted e ahe renminhi

- selling opus

Whea
orld deal;

thsehat

‘Th

he'lthe s a super-
POwWer. It is interesting io see
how his prognosis of the future
has turned or proved 1o be,
now that we are in the nascent
vesrs of Chinahaving the Ng 3
economy in the worid,

Effacts of China’s rise
One of the more fundamen ta]

effects of China's rige, 8438
facques, is the transformation

enthinhg
the consequences o this shify
in the financial Bysiem is
that the US wiil find that
LLORGMIC Sanctinng against
countries like iray of North
korea will ng longer Carry the
same threat hecause access o
“the US deligy Hinancing wil}
be less significant o them,
The poittical Lonseguence bf
the decline of the dollar wilj
be wide and deep. US military

B Y

UMmED,

TERTVE Y a

*\mnng

“bases overseas will berame

markedly more expensive to fi.
nance and the American puhiic

- will be jess prepared 10 fccept
- the cosis of expensive mi liary

commitments abroad. Opn
the other hand, China hag of
course fong started convesting
its growing economic power
into a mighty modera military
force on land, sea, air and,
jately, even outer space. Chine
has built up its military preg-
ence abroad first bvconverting

South China Sea features inte

milftary bases and giving pri-
Ority 1n its One Belt One Road
initistive 1o POris that can

statio;
[& k¥ may in
match the military strength of
the. Linited States ag weil
lacques’ last edition of his
work was completed before
Donald Tramp became presi-
dent Can :
b

H

again? If is doubtful if he

can because he has taken
directions opposite ro those
considered responsihie foy
the rise of China. China has
taken advantage of trade glo-
balization while Trump has
taken a negative view of free
trade agreements gnd waged a
tariff war on principal trading
partners. China has assidy.
ously cultivated irs sofs power
an developing cousnitries, es-

no time




pecialiy those gifted with
natural resources or thoge
“produciny commodities that
Chinz needs. Trump has called
éev"r&pmg countries shithole

couniries, treated them as cod-
dlers of terrorists, and erecred
unprecedented racist immij-
gration batriers against their
eitizenis. The. Communigt P fiand

~of China b nas kevt jts Tountry

tnited despite the handoves of

terniioties of different poiifi.

cal systems. Trump has made
the Linited Mates of America a
‘divided and polarized society,
{[t is perhaps a sign of Amer-
kea's dire finznciai straits or
of ”“rum;)s' state of mind that
Trimp has insfsted an building
awall on ity horder with Mexico
and making Mexico ; pay for g
The Chinese emperors buiif the

Great ‘Walf of Ching méhout -

something when it is the anlv

thing that ra}ls nio iilemafegurv
C lﬂu is the only ancient
ization that ¢ontinues to
this day Admittedly, the ancient
emperars of China were at the
center of a serphisticated sestem
of gavernanse when the rest of
mankind was in the proverhial
state of natiire. They introthiced
BXAMINATGHs 85 the way 1o

-enter the civil service Lnlike
atter- -day emperors, they were

ﬂcpasabi '*hmrmandawr auld
be withdrawn from them' By their
discentented subsjects. "‘\‘Ehnugh
the compass did nor make af
China a maritime power and
their masters of gunpowder
did not drive the white devils

_away, these 2ud other imventions
- remain fandmarks in the history

of human knowiedge. Bug

rontinuity [ de not see from..

lowed by an titourage of 3490
and faden with glfts G pearts
iaTinise ahel], Precigus smﬂes
and a memorial inscribed on
g2hd. The Sultan was accorded 4

roval welcomie and return o gifts
of chinaware gold, sijver, ik
and hundreds of thousands of

<opperceins, aiid when He died
suddenly op his way home, was

given a funeral “as formal as g
_,hmesc king’s.” The grieving
emperar nrdered a maussleym
built to conain ki remains
axm i memory of his friend,
The emperor named the Satd-
t*" 5301 as his successer. Sufy
continved to send tributary
missions in 1420, 1421, 1423,
and 1424 -
Is a fate warse than this pes-
sibie to befal} the Phil 1ptm1zzs=
15 China keen on attachi
l_"_ma;})pmes E5g" -mm*m

asking Mongstis sy any of the

Confucits
.barbar_ an neighbors.to, pay for.they

it in whole or 1n part. As the
wiser than sver 20-year-cld Ma-
hathir reasoned out in & CNi
interview, "t is ins pro; ot he
°h“‘~ud payforuw ™y

A cmizzatmn state"

1 - & ¥ ;\

are familiar with the Chisese
and their culture, ! am
somewhat guizzical ibout
facques’ description of China
as @ avilization-state 1o he
distinguished from a nating.
state. It is strange to categorize

10 Man other than that
Dresent-ethisalis
Dot driven Py religious bejiefs,
.Mavhe because of thiz civi.

Mlzdtion-state mindset javgues
concervesof superpower Ching,

. Ever bemmmg more-power. -
i aamﬁ prospercus than i

systerns

; DUt
ence a1t hriﬁ lippine Cowncil

on Foreign Relations that i was
Spaln, the United States, and
fapan Lha* invaded the Phijip-
plnes; never Ching s exHan-
momsm has been confined 1o

z(mgdom Abe weli prowded
a couniry ackpowledges the
superiority of China. Te make
this acknow!sdgement to the
Yongle Empérot of the Mmg

dynasiy, a Sultan of Sulu in

14:7 madg a trip to Chipa foi-

bors ruhng uver East Asia

nd.mass: i :
Could thers he a first vimp
©f this expansionism leaping
acrnss the ocean? ;

We hope that Ching will find

_nu that the best wav to exer-

tise their influence over their
wide sphere s through the
istitution of the rule of law,

the

territories. tnat shaze therﬁ:ame""""*'-"""""
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By Albert del Rosatio

LET mestartby stating that our court- -
Aok threaten

arydsfacing chellonge

Suundation that 35 built ov the

wa has eer o stavnch advo-
mva of & roies-based insernational svElem
g mpe—xmm as nonation that kas been Bib-
i rial ruie 'shw e i com-
**u; i seanry, digniy and
L 3ts core vﬁ‘nm
ek :
et those mations .um,h
%il"““ iisi‘? §urilf PN ?31 it u]i{‘ I"Eﬁ!{}hci] 37~
der shovald be By  rules that are Qi
it ‘x.l'ul‘ S8 ﬁm. ok uf sl

’ﬁ"iﬁf}ﬁ'iﬁ&i@h‘&% in

ﬁj;)ls.’li:
in cru-

B i
¢ -Phiilppines “na&

jaw.

i have shared tme and again that the
rtde of law is the raedrs;c# m’r’ peace. order
and fatrness m modern so The rise
of & rutes-baged internaions! Jvatura HET
teoen the preat egualizer vy lobat afiirs,

Fuspeet ang adberenor o inter

cenforeing what |

-iny

p?f Te ‘7,“ 8

DA OTM i1

abde by the tota‘li't o UNCLOS.

What to da

- hat are.ouroptions o advanee ourna-

dionsl inferest visdivis South Ching Sea’ -

“How . dowe communicate lisctiveli
and effictent iy our aspirations fod » giokal
arder that 'r\.maszmzl} needs siahi Im 77

While vur coumry appenr: ed wr be fay in
§ righi, 7t Is nof vet L Jate,

We tan still “mz[ﬁc the nat
w teke and Iead 0 towards achicving a
global order wherein “right™ Is might.

We necd to rogsin the respaet af rz.
sponsible nations by clearly standing up
for the rale of law. We can begin by rally-
for the v,upmn of oihier sountries. We
zaiy seek the UN Generel Assembly to is-
suz o Resofution that would effectively or-
der {hina to abide by the arbitral ruling,
Memethelsss, whether through multilates-

“hasie in del ineati ng
states)

» weennght |

gl

aumber of rases regarding ierriiorial in-

- tegrity and sovergignty has been resolved

wherein-the ralesof favrhas-been-used-as -

the 'z‘ég'ht% nf claimant

The cases of mr h:*}gﬁﬁnﬂ of Wether
fands veraus -Russia, Mauritius versus
VK, and L

Wicorague verses United States

“deserve significant attention. The losing

w&rhef\ Iy these cases ultimatedy and sub-
stagively complicd with the award of the
cribunal,

Fhe guestion is why. Simply hesause
these Mates epied w respert the rules-based
: stionai systern These staes most
2 be considered exemplars of demo-
cratic cauntries that ought (o be copled.

Maving forward

As we continug 1o pomlder our roje in

the future glaba! f?rde,r. iet ue ask our

=glisnvatthetiorwitirAsearorbiisters
‘engagements. these provide us with g glim-
EneYe i

Sofhopetiaitve can vmmv? veTiEn
AQETESsOL,

We mug? f‘izrthermm‘s be able to police
our awn gonduct and declarattons 0 epe
stve that we 'de not projec anv epposing
vigws that iond ta zmderms"e our lawiyl
rights and interests; T

What net to do
¢ of sounding repetit

e

RN P E AT TRE Fnationa] system

we went 1o ;m& in,

with ver aspirations.

Our country i¢ therefore confromed
with twe choices—do we stand strongly
for the rule of law? O do we, by -default,

atiow oursebves to be rujed by Chiga?

Should ¥ end ap with s misguided
choice, ?04 ERAL zple do we want io su"“fer

hamshw

gccu S ﬂ%f@*:‘:wry sia*un,

i tsheer foree.
dnk that the
v &l pow.

SRR iS}l‘M
4‘%“!” ve il ﬁl&.\
ST 1 dnmma:« their

gy tHhe g

1. ‘amre B
it Ha: not on}v amwwmu swiused © ace
cept the arhitral riling thut is now an inte-
#rad part of international w, but it has also
unwoveringty fexed its mosck to deprive
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Sundalo patay sa engkuwentro sa Isabela

Harrs Julio, ABS-CBN News
Posted at Aug 57 2018 12:11 PM

Patuloy ang pagtugis ng mifitar sa mga nakatakas na rebeldeng New People's Army na nakasagupa nila sa
Barangay Sindon Bayabo sa llagan City, Isabela. Larawan mula kay Matts Mar Mateo

ILAGAN CITY, Isabela - Patay ang isang sundalo sa panibagong engkuwentro ng militar at mga miyembro

g New People's Army sa Barangay Sindon Bayabo ng lungsod naiito, Miyerkole

Sa inisyal na imbesfigasyon, nagsasagawa umano ng combat pafrol ang mga sundalo ng 95th Infantry
Battalion nang makasagupa ang hindi pa matukoy na bilang ng mga rebelde sa bahagi ng Sitio Kapaltatan.

Matapos ang palitan ng putok, napag-alaman na isang sundalo ang nawawala. Natagpuan nilang
nakahandusay at wala nang buhay ang kasamahan malapit sa lugar na pinangyarihan ng engkuwentro.

Hindi muna pinangalanan ang nasawing sundalo habang ipinagbibigay-alam pa sa pamilya ang kaniyang
pagkamatay.

Sa pahayag ng Reynaldo Pifon Command ng NPA Central Isabela Front, inamin nila ang paglungsad ng
“hakbang pamamarusang pagdi-disarma” sa Task Force Kalikasan.

Giit ng NPA, sangkot umano ang Task Force Kalikasan sa pangongotong at korupsyon.

50




Ang Task Force Kalikasan ay binuo ng lokal na pamahalaan at Department of Environment and Natural
Resources kasabay ng konstruksyon ng llagan-Divilacan Road tatlong taon na ang nakaraan.

Patuloy naman ang pagtugis ng militar sa mga tumakas na rebelde.




Peidino in an interview with media denied being part of the ASG but was unable to answer queries on why
he had firearms and explosives.

‘Fertile ground’

..The Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP) is. actively monitoring. reporis of renewed. recruitment in..............

Mindanao following the defeat of the Maute group in the Marawi siege last year.

in a GMA News report, Professor Rommel Banlaot said the ISIS considers Mindanao as “fertile ground”
and “safe haven’ because of the Moro rebeflion that continues to exist "even though the law on the creation
of a Bangsamoro political entity, the Bangsamoro Organic Law or BOL, was passed this year.”

The same report added that “the surviving teaders of the Maute group found an opportunify to recruit new
followers from mostly poor communities in Mindanao as well as generate funds.”

The report says “the terror group has officially declared Mindanao as Wilayah East Asia or ISIS East Asian
province," based on IS publications such as the Amag News Agency, which is a news ouflet linked to the

ISIS group.

Studies by the Philippine Institute for Peace Violence and Terrorism Research also identify three
personalifies as the “leaders” of the Wilayah East Asia: “Abu Toraype,” the former vice chairman of military
affairs of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters who later left the BIFF and pledged his allegiance to
I51S; "Abu Dar,” who is considered as the leader of the remnants of the Maute group; and "Puruji Indama,”
the ASG leader from Basilan who is allegedly behind the Lamitan bombing a few weeks ago.

Recently, the Office for Transportation Security (OTS) Security Screening Officers (SSOs) assigned at the
Mactan Cebu International Airport intercepted pieces of suspected live ammunition from passengers’

baggage. .

B On 12 August a passenger of Cebu Paczf;e ﬂzght 5 608 was found to have one paece of suspected !sve e

Later that day, another passenger, identified as Solaha He;i, was mtercepted w;th two pieces of suspected
live ammunition. Heil was bound for Manila via Air Asia flight 22 774.

On 13 August, a passenger bound for Zamboanga via Cebu Pacific flight 5J 433, identified as Mark Ivan
Ventura, was intercepted with two pieces of suspected live ammunition of caliber 5.56mm.

As part of the standard operating procedures, incidents were properly recorded and ammunition intercepted
were furned over to the law enforcement officers for proper disposition.

Meanwhile, all passengers were allowed to continue with their respective Tlights without undue delfay. With
reporis from Rico Mirasol Osmena and GMA News.
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':':".Said;t'bs one of the seven alleged New People’s Army (NPA} rebels |

wwwinguirer net.ph/

Army troops, pekce massacreﬁ "? a%ﬁege& N?A members in Antzqneﬁ

families say

By: Mestur P Bureos Jr, - @inguirerdotpet
Philippine Daily Inaoirer / 01:30 PM Auguost 17, 2018

The
soldiers and policemen of summarily killing their loved ones claiming that those killed were
unarmed (Photo by Nestor P. Burgos Jr./INQUIRER VISAYAS)

ILOILO CITY — Liez! Bandiola’s face was haif blown off. Five others had fatal wounds in the head or face..

“There was no firefight. T_hey were mercilessly killed _r_na_ssacred ” said Ruth S_aidltos w'fg of Feli o
illed i ina purported shoo! out Wi h T

policernen and soldiers in the capital town of San Jose in Antigue province on Weénesday

in a press conference at the Gegato Abecia Funeral Homes and Crematory in Jaro District here on
Thursday afterncon, the families of the slain alleged rebels accused the Philippine National Police and
the Army’s 301st Brigade of shooting and killing their loved ones who were “unarmed and probabiy

sleeping.”
ADVERTISEMENT

“Why were they so cruei? They could have arrested them,” said Lina Mecinas, wife of Peter Mecinas, 60,
who was earlier identified as Rene Agustin.

Police and military officials earlier satd the seven died after they threw a grenade and fired at a team of
policemen and soldiers who were out to serve warrants of arrest against two alleged rebels about 12:10
a.m. on Wednesday.

59

family of seven suspected NPA rebels killed in San Jose, Antique on Wednesday accused =




They said a 30-minute firefight erupted before the alieged rebels were found dead inside a house in
Barangay Atabay it San Jose. No one from the raiding team were hurt.

Chief Supt. John Bulalacao, Western Visavas police director, denied allegations that the alleged rebels
were sumemarily kifled,

“We are ready to be investigated. There was no massacre,” stressing that a “iegitimate encounter”
happened.

The raiding them had presented varicus firearms, grenades and ammunition allegedly recovered from
the house along with rebel documents and belongings.

Bulalacao said none of the raiding team were wounded because they were “well-positioned and were in
superior numbers” compared to the alleged rebels.

But Reylan Vergara, secretary general of the human rights group Karapatan in Panay, said the recovered
firearms were “rusty” and the ammunition was incompatible with the firearms,
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http://news.abs-cha.cony/news

COA questions Bohol town's expenses in 2017 ops vs Abu Sayaff

Adrian Avalin, ABS-CBN News
o Posted at-Aug 172018 0215 P

s

Government troops patrol the town of Inabanga in Bohol province in pursuit of Abu Sayyaf rebels that
had entered the province, April 2017. Jay Rormmel Labra, EPA/File

MANILA - The Commission on Audit (COA) has questioned nearly P1 million in disbursements that the
local government of Inabanga, Bohol made at the height of police and military operations against the Abu
Sayyaf Group in 2017,

@ TEMEL%NE Abu Sayyafm Boho%

State aud {crs cted the tc}wns total expenses of P935 3’?6 59 from Apn% 17 t@ 28 2017 which supposediy
covered “financial assistance to the Philippine Army for the ongoing military operafions against the ASG,
reimbursement [for] drone camera with accessories, payment of food supply for the military and PNP
{Philippine National Police) personnel during the encounter with ASG.”

‘The COA noted that payments made by the municipality, led by Mayor Josephine Socorro Jumamoy,
lacked’ suppomng ‘documents and required ¢ s;gﬁ ures of th mummp’_'_’i a__countant “casting doubton'the
legahty and propnety of the transactions.”

The three disbursement vouchers itemized as “reimbursement [for] drone camera with accessories” had a
total amount of P128,625, with the mayor identified as "payee.”

“The only document attached to the financial assistance o the Philippine Army was a certification from the
mayor that there is on-going military operations against the ASG in the municipality. This has fo be
supported with acknowledgment receipt from the recipient military officials and a request from their military
unit,” the COA said.

There was also a disbursement made on June 29, 2017, two months after the operations, to cover funeral
expenses, including payment for two caskels, embalming of 6 bodies and transportation costs.

"It was not indicated how much {was} the price per casket or per item of work, hence it was difficult to
determine the price reasonableness of the funeral expenses,” the COA said.
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Police and military operations in inabanga started on April 6, 2017 when soldiers monitored ASG members
leaving for Central Visayas.

This prompted various foreign governments such as the tnited States, United Kingdom, Australia, and
Canada fo adwse thelr c;t;zens agaxnst travelmg to the reg jon, mcluding Bohoi a popu[ar tounst destmat;on

The operations ied to the dea‘ih of ASG leader Muamax Askah also known as Ahu Rami.

« Several killed 23 Abu Savyal, milifary clash in Bohaol

The Inabanga local government, led by Jumamoy, said the disbursements were necessary as residents
were in danger at the time.

it also noted that the municipal accountant was on official trave! at the time but that her role was delegated
to a staff member given the magnitude of the situation.

“Time in procuring the equipment is of the essence due tfo the hot pursuit operation of the military in
pursuing the Abu Sayyaf Group and the use of drone is very important to enhance security and safety,” the
municipality said as quoted by the COA.

"Financial assistance to the military and food supply to the military and PNP personnel is of same
importance for a more effective operation and a boost to their morale in sacrificing their very lives [for]
inabangnons. The payment [for] caskets, embalming and transportation [was] higher due to the higher state
of decomposition of those casualties in the encounter,” the COA said quoting the municipality.

Government auditors recommended that mumczpa] of’r‘ CIaEs and empioyees suhmst the requzred supgort ing

documents te avo:d a poss:ble d;sa]lowance

Th@.‘/ 3180 Sought an exp anat;on from the mummpal accountant on her fa iure to certify the dlshursement
vouchers released.
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Under PD 1894, a2l government disbursements must be approved by proper officiais, and supported with
complete documentation.

Post audit process indicated that the signature of the municipal accountant did not appear in the various
dzsbursement documen‘fs that authorlzec% the payments

The disbursement vouchers showed that the rec:pien’{s of various amounts ranging from P50,000 to
P100,000 included Brig. Gen. Arnuifo Matagulhan, PSupt Felipe Natividad, Col. Jose Dodjie Belloga Jr.,
LTC Adolfo Espuelas; and LTC Arthur Romanifios.

However, there was no indication that the alleged recipients actually received the money.

ON .’fhe other hand, a certain Josephine Sccorro Jumamoy received over P100,000 for the drone camera
and accessories.

State auditors said the Bohol Quality Corp. was paid over P335,000 on April 28, 2017, for food supply.

A dishursement voucher dated June 29, 2017, indicated that P171,060 was paid fo the Inabanga Funeral
Homes for “payment of 2 caskets, embalming, transportation others”.

“The only document attached to the financial assistance to the Philippine Army was a certification from the
mayor that there are on-going military operations against the ASG in the municipality,” the COA report read.

Auditors said there was also no list of military or Philippine National Police personnel who may have
partaken of the food supphed by BQC.

o TDE absence of thxs mformahon made the verifncanon of disbursemen’i d;fﬁcu%t as to vahcizty regulari ty; and e

" comrectness,” auditors reported.”

Reacling to the audit findings, local officials explained that there was much urgency in disbursing the funds
owing to the fact that the military and police operatives were engaged in a hot pursuit operation against
ASG men.

-:The Inabanga.officials also. explained that.the cost of caskets;-embalming.and transportation expenses WAS ey
~-higher-because: the badies of the casualties were: already in‘a*higher state of decomposition ™« oo

However, auditors insisted for the submission of the required supporting documents to avoid suspension or
possible disaliowance of the disbursements.
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