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Retiring AFP chief to

g@t.j@b o

at OPAPP; successor named

BY JOCELYN BIONTEMAYOR
and VICTOR REYES

PRESIDENT Duterte will appoint .

outgoing Armed Forces chief Gen.

Carlito Galvez Ir. 1o the Office of

the Previdental Adviser on the

Peace Process [OPAPP:, Chief

Presidential Lagal Counsel Salva-
" dor Panels said vesterday,

Galver” successiy wae Tormally
announced last aight by the De-
parement of Defense, The nes
Armed Forces chief s L1 Gen.
Berinmin Madrigs!, corzent head
of the Hastern Mindanzo Com-
mrand,

Galver and Madtigal are mem-

wiil 1each the mandarory redre-
ment age of 30 on Decemnbes 172,
adsizal is due to retiry in Septem-
ber nexe year

Panels, concurrent presiden-
tizh spokesmian, said Duterte an-
nounced his “intesstion’ (o appoint
Cxalvez to the OPAPP an Tuesday

bers of the Philippine Military
Academy Class of 1985, Gabvez

S REIRING ® Page B¢

RETIRING

night during the Cabinet meeting.

7

However, itwas sot clear what Galves?....

exact position at OPAPP will be,

signed late last month for command
responsibility, after Durerse dismissed
wwo OPAPY officials for allegations of

s Theresare threeswacancies:insthis:
OPAPP Its head, Jesus Dureza, re-

COLrupion,
Prior 1o Durega’ resignation, Galver
said he has asked Dureza if he can

Madrigal was named to the Davag
Ciry-based Eastmincom in November

last year. Before thar, he served as ..

peace talks with the Moro Islamic
Liberation Tromt as co-chairman of
the Cocxdinazing Committee on the
Cessation of Hostilities,

word-asa-Yconsplmne s tHEOPAPP ™
. Cc)mmardbascd inlucena s
‘mander of ‘the 4th Infantre Division

commander of the Southern Luzon

in Cagayan de Qro Cit, Asmy chief
of staff, and deputy commander of
the Army’s 10th Infantry Division in
Compostela Valiey.
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Aﬁ'ijy-’o: House to 51;'3;3?
martial law extension

BY WENDELL VIGILIA

SPLAIKER Gloria Macapagal- Arroyo yesterday assured Malaeas
fiang that the House will immediately act on a requust 10 extend
martial ke in Mindaszo.

“1f ir comes 10 out chamber, Twill recommend that we pass
“it,” Atroyo said, adding that House leadership is just waiting
for President Duterte’s the formal rugquest _ :

Most senators want Malacafiang o justify any request for ex-
tending martial for the third dme, with Sen. Panfilo Lacson say
ing Malacafiang should expert “hatder questions than before.”

T ast Tuesday, Defense Secretaty Drethn Lorenzans said that
like Armed Forces chief Gen. Carlito Galvez jz., he is going
t6 recommend to President Duterte a one-year extension of
imartial law in Mindanao. He alse cited the continuing threat of
rersorism as basis for the recommendation.

Lorenzana sad another reason is thar Mindanacans waats an
extension of martial law

House majotity leader Rolando Andaya Jr. on Monday said

Y e EIRRE Sl Feaaiy ex end triardal tawe s
President > declared mardal law o Mindanac

in May

ast year, afte ‘terror grotp occupied severdl
gays in Maraw: City.

Martial Jaw has been extended twice by Congress, on the
request of Duterte who also cited a8 reason continuing threats
fromn the terrorist groups,

. The second extension ends on December 51.
The planned extension ws suppased to have been discugsed”

during the Cabiner meting on Tuesday night. As uf press dme,
i d
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truce with Reds
BY VICTOE REYES

DEPEMSE Secresiry Delfinn Losenzana yess
terday said the defense and military establish-
tmerts are not going to recommend to President
Duterte » ceasefire declaration with the com-
srownists for the Christmas season.
. He said they do ot want the communist
Jmovement t use government’s suspension of
offensive miliry opemtons (SOMO) o el
wheare the S0th-annversary of the Communist
‘Party of the Philippines (CFFP) on December 26,
“.“The CPP and its armid wing, the New Peo-
“ple’s Army, traditionally mark their anniversary
swith atracks on military and cvilian mrges.
Trevernment traditionally declares 1 SOMO
durify the Yuletide geason. The communists
pradinonally reciprocate. After the trace period,
“thie two sides exchange accusations of ceasefire
viclations,, :

Figdnsenres

“] have ébjcétéd to'a SOMO. We shall nor

saliow:the CPPro use a SOMO to celebrate their ...

" &0th annfversary,” Lorénzana said.

On reports that the commutists intend to de-
clare a truce, Lorenzani said, “That's their call.
We (defenst departinent and Armcd Fordes)
are not keen on 4 ceasefire”

o AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Edgard Asevalo
seid the militaryis not inchned 5 récommend
thie SONMO becanse the commuinists, partica-

Haelyithe NPA

He said the NPA, in past ceasefires, contin-
ued with their “terrorist and criminal activites
- extorton, harassments etc”

“Weve geen their insincerity and their non-
adherence (to censefire declarations). Experence
rold ns, showed s, iPs not worth it be added.

Arevalo acknowledged that whils the defense
department and the military ate not recom-
mending a SOMO, President Daterte has the
“last say” on the matter.

The President also consults other agencies,
inchiding the PNP and the interior deparunest,
before making 2 decision vn 4 trace declaration.

Last year, the government and the commu-
nists declazed 2 fonr-day troce for Christmas,
from Dvaember 23 1o 26, and another four days
for New Year, from December 30 o Jan, 2.

The Daterse goyernment also declared a
SOMO in 2016. %

%

vhiavetakenadvantage of past:
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PNP, AFP recommend 1-year ML extension
in Mindanao: Albayalde

By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan

WANILA — Police and military officials have signed a document recommending to President
Rodrigo Duterte a year-long extension of martial law in Minganao, Philippine National Police (PNP)
Chief, Director General QOscar Albayalde, confirmed.

- “We have just signed a document togetherwith-the outgeing -military chief of staff (Gen. Carlito - -
Galvez) recommending the extension of martial law in Mindanao for another one year,” Albayalde
said in a TV interview on Wednesday.

Citing PNP data, he said crime volume in Mindanao dropped by 32.8 percent since January this
year.

“Because of the martial law, we have a drastic improvement on the peace and order situation in
Mindanao where the crime volume dropped by 28,853 or 32.8 percent -- because of the

--implementation-of martial law.and.because. of the forces present there now conducting target

n

Albayalde said most notable is the 44 2-percent decrease on index crimes, which include murder,
physical injuries, and homicide cases.

“The freedom 1o conduct operations and implementation of security measures under mértial law-has
also resulted in the confiscation of some 10,000 loose guns in Mindanao, he added.

re all the good effe anab " Albayalde said: adding that

resulted in the peopie of Mindanao feeling safer now.

He said there has been no reported incident of human rights violation since the declaration of
martial faw in the island.

“That's one thing good. We haven't heard of any or a single case of human rights violation in
Mindanao since the implementation of martial law. These are alt allegations by the same sectors of
society, but ne case was ever filed. These are all aliegations and not even substantiated,” he noted.

Martial law in Mindanao was deciared on May 23, 2017 following aitacks launched by the Maute
Group in Marawi City.

The House of Representatives, in a special joint session in July last year, granted the extension of
martial law until Dec. 31, 2017 at the President's request.

The Senate and House of Representatives, convening in a joint session early December, granted
the Chief Executive's request for the extension of martial law and the suspension of the privilege of
the writ of habeas corpus for a period of one year from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2018. (PNA)
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New Sulu-bound infantry division activated
this month

By Priam Nepomucenc
MANILA - To fully neutralize Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG} terrorists in Sulu, the military will
formally activate a new infantry division sometime this month.

"The unit shall be oriented, armed, and equipped to address the peculiarity of the enemy,
weather, and terrain; as well as enemy technigues, tactics and procedure; and other
variables that are unique to the island province of Sulu," Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) spokesperson, Brig. Gen. Edgard Arevalo said in a press briefing Wednesday.

. Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the-new unit will be activated-on December 17.

With the activation of this unit, the AFP wili now have 11 infantry divisions, one mechanized
infantry division, one Army artillery regiment and various support and logistics units.

"The President expressed concern that, despite the AFP garnering major victories in Sulu,
government security forces continue to incur casualties. The AFP leadership, and in
response to the clamor from the local government executives, has recommended the
activation of a division-sized unit that shall be permanently stationed in Sulu Archipelago,”

. Arevaio added.

The AFP spokesperson said creating a new infantry divis:ion. is a. much beﬁer 'obﬁéh t}'.i.a"c' )
moving an existing unit from elsewhere in the country.

~-"Hance, the (proposed) activation of the 11th Infantry Division is.envisioned to effectively ..o
and efficiently engage and decisively defeat the lingering security threat in Sulu in the
e rrsponesttime possible: For the time being the units.already in-the area: Two Apfaninyee s
" Brigades, Two Infantry Battalions; Two Special Forces Battalions, among other Navy=r s
Marines units will initially man the Division,” he added.

Other component units and capabilities to find, fix, shoot, move, and communicate to fully
compliment the Division will be gradually filied up until 2022, Arevalo added. (PNA)
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AFP chief stands pat on rebel tag on
Ocampo, Castro

By Priam Nepormaceno

MARNILA -- Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff, Gen. Carlito Galvez, Jr.
stands firm on his statements that former Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo and ACT-
Partylist Rep. France Castro are active members of the Communist Party of the
Philippines-New People's Army (CPP-NPA).

"The AFP chief-of-staff stands pat by the statement he made the other day (Monday). He
questions the motive of Mr. Satur Ocampo and ACT Partylist Rep. (France} Castro in going
to.Talaingod, Davao Del Norte at the dead ofithe.nightzin.spiriting away 14 minorsfrom.
Salugpungan Learning Center to unknown destination without appropriate courtesies to
local government executives, devoid of any parental authority or permission,” military
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Edgard Arevalo said in press briefing Wednesday.

He added the incident has all the indications of kidnapping.

"If there is anything, they must be afraid of, it is not their so-called 'red tagging' by the AFP.
it is the cases legally and vahdly filed against them and the mountmg evndence agams’[ their

o mfamous version of rescue’, " the' AF"P spoxesperson said.

“Arevaio added that the AFP c:htef cannot be cowed by reports that the party»-hst o o

representatives are flling a case against him.

--"He has been incarcerated in the past for fighting for what he believes in. Allhis prime ..

spanning nearly four decades, he has been putting his life and limb and that of his men on

added.

Arevalo also said the AFP chief will not succumb to propaganda and lies of the enemies of
the state who belong to front organizations of the CPP.

"He will not cower in fear for this terrorist organization that has expioited and killed Lumad
tribesmen and their leaders and even fellow NPAs on mere suspicion of being government
assets; NPA that murders their own people who plans to leave their inutile struggle and
return to the folds of the law and their families,” he said. (PNA)
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semmothedinedin the name of protecting the peopie.and.securing the state. What.else.can.be more ..o
“Fipattiotic than that as against enemies of peace’ and development?" the AFP SpoKesperson =)
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Duterte eyes Galvez as next OPAPP head

By Jelly Musico

- Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff Carlitc Galvez Jr.-as-the-nexthead.of o

the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP), Malacafiang
announced on Wednesday.

“The President announced his intention to appoint Carlito Galvez Jr. to the Office of the
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process” durmg Tuesday night's Cabinet meetlng
Presidential Spokesperson Salvador Panelo said-in & statement. .

Galvez, a member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1885, will step down on Dec.
12 upon reaching the mandatory. retirement age of 56: - -

He had served the military for 30 years, ihcluding eight months as top official of the AFP.
Last week, Jesus Dureza resigned as Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process, taking
full responsibility for the corruption allegations against two OPAPP officials -

Undersecretary Ronald Fiores and Assistant Secretary Yeshter Donn Baccay.

During the inauguration of the Bohol-Panglao International Airport, Duterte announced he

“regrets accepting the Tesignation of Dureza; a high sthool classmate at the Cor Jesu™ S

Duterte fired Flores and Baccay over allegations of corruption. Both were invoived in the
OPAPP support services and zmplementa’tlon of the PAMANA (Payapa at Masaganang

.Pamayanan) projects. (PNA)
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