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P;::.E TITLE WRITER NEWSPAPER
2-3 { Palace belittles EJK probe Philip Tubeza - PDI p.A1
4 Kil! 5 NPAs for everyday slain soldier — Rody Christina Mendez Phil Star p.1
5 Philippine Army enlisting 8,000 soldiers Francis Wakefield Mia Bulletin p.3
PA continues to build its forces to better . . .
8 serve people, secure country Mario Mallari Tribune p.5 |
7 Army ups recruitment quota 610 8,000 for ‘18 Rene Acosta Business Mirror p.1
Army steps up counterinsurgency outreach . ,
8 program in Samar PNA Business Mirror p.2
g 142 Reds surrendered in Mindanao Bonita Ermac Mia Bulletin p.1
10 3 IS supporters killed in Lanao del Norte Al Jacinto Mla Times p.A7
11 Soldier nabbed foe drug selling in Leyie Alfred Dalizon Peoples Journal p.2
12 | Aplay nal 8,000 Army kailangan ng AFP Mark Obleada | Police Files p.1
ngayon
-4 Fe - F-flaute: patay SA-LAMBO v e e Jeff.Gallos oo ,:Rema’[e._,p..'l R
.14 & Photo:. Handow_gkabuhayan - Peoples Journal p. 1
15 | Photo: Bangsamoro law hearing Jansen Romero Mia Bulletinp.1
16 Photo: Higher Models Marianne Bermudez | PDI p.A8
17 Photo: Warning to NPA Joan Bondoc PDI .A2
.18 | Female ex-NPAs offered China trip Philip Tubeza PDI p.A1 _
19.20 | Coast Guard to conduct patrol in Phl Rise Evelyn Macarian . Phil Star p.1 -
Canada to review $233-Million sale of 16 bell .
21-22 helicopters to PH Philip C Tubeza PDI p.AS
23 .
24 Lumads protest SC ruiing on Martial law Edu Punay Phit Star p.6
Ambol group leader kilied in clash with .
25 fawmen Nonoy Lacson Mla Bulletin p.15
NPA presence sends hundreds fleeing for . . .
26 safety in ComVal Antonio COlina Mia Bulletin p.15
27 Dureza: Let’s give BBL a chance Francis Wakefield Mia Bulletin p.5
28 Rody counters Joma jab: Kill 5 rebels a day Victor Barcelo Mla Standard p.A1
CPP disowns ‘rebel returnees,’ brand as .
29 military’s tactics Ted Tuvera Tribune p.4
30-31 [ Sulu leaders drag feet on Bangsamoro region Bernadette Tamayo Mla Times p.A2
32 Digong: Joma gustong maging president Rudy Andal PMp.1
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33 NPA rebeis occupies Sitio, resident flee Francis Wakefield Tempo p.1
34 Berdugo ng Abu sumuko Joy Cantos Ngayon p.1
35 Unexploded |ED found Yas Ocampo Tempo p.2
26 g;nada pinaparepaso ang helicopter deal sa Roy Macabasa Baliat p.1
- e ———————— WWW reﬁredg,{;;”g{bb
Unattended bag yields IED as Davao City ' yst.
prepares for anti-terror drills on Feb. 28 3 gspot.com
. - www.pna.gov.ph
40 Eastern Visayas army welcomes new recruits
. - www.pna.gov.ph
41 NPA rebels, sympathizers yield in Bukidnon
Rebels torch heavy equipment in Davao Sur - www.pna.gov.ph
42-43
town
- www.manilatimes.net
44 Police release photos of Cagayan NPA rebels
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Lds ‘of “victims -of the drug

1, bt was’ “damning and
“suspected “domestic enemies of -
“the state” meant to embarrass

hime

nagmg" to the President.
Thé ICC ‘was ‘acting -on the
page complaint filed by Jude

\ie'Sabig, alawyer for con- -
sed Davao Death Squad hit

113 Edgar Matobato, in-April

17. agamst Mr. Duterte and 11 10§

iior officials that said ctimes
ainst- humamty were . being -
mmitted "repeatedly, uns
angmgly and contlnuously

g kﬂlmg drug suspects and’

261 cnmmals had become
a5t pracuce
“We view of course th1s de—

jon of the prosecutor as a

iste of the court’s tlme ancl re-
urces,” Roque salci

S:ck ami txred

He'said he had dxscussecl the
“extensively” for two

ue

Je” 1 the families of thou-
~ examination?” he added.

‘lawyer, he kriows what the pro-
cedures are: They Wﬂi fail,” he -~

you 107 pmceecl to prelxmmary _

Roque ‘said the President

“But the President is a

ald 5
ICC Prosecutor Fatou Ben—

J

_ministration,”
_.GaryAle}anosald e
-Alejano-and- Trillanes: last i
- June--filed - a: supplement"'
supporting :

the first step for ‘the victims'.
" families quest for ;usnce, ’I‘nl—

lanes said in a stateiment,

“The ICC, stepping m istd
ray of hope amid the .compro-
mised rule of law under this ad--
Magdalo - Rep :

communmatmn

Akbayan Rep. Tom V;llarm :

said- the ‘ICC ' action’ “will be -

darehing and damaging to his -

administration in the eyes of
-our people and: the mternatmn— :
“al coromunity.” :

* ¥illarin send th1s Would also :

.prowde the “opportunity to im-:

lead . other -enablers of [EJKs],
nciudmg p0331b1y pres1dent1ai?
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Asked for danﬁcahcn, pres-

; Kknow if he's really a Filipino.

Helooks likea TaiWanese,

' remarked : G

(e wants to run the gov- Ln

* ertiment, he wants to have this .

Iand of life, Ym niot living tere, O
okay ?Ihvemth barracks: 1

. the rebels who attacked soldiers
“he . and. jpolicemen whilenegotia

'Cons’cantly under attack

_the':l’-.rés_i.denﬁ-wanfeg to em-. he’

- cultitre SECtor, S S
rBecause “of the NPA no3
oneiwill ge{ nte’ aﬁncuiture :
Agticulture would have done-
tniracles for the country,” the-
Prefiderit said: :
=Dhaterte mted ’rhe Mmdanad:

* wﬂl just cToss the P y the NPA, Ditterte said th reglon, which is Jargely agri-.
_' agricultiral sector remains the culture-based, blessed wit th-
. “ryrenkest Tink” i the'economy.: - good soil and typhoon-free, but
thepohhcalbehefsof'rheformer*if-“- “{The agri icultural sector: 15) CANOt Prosper’ ecause of the.
“rebels.y - v the slowest. of all'when eve: resence of the NPA harassmg:
. ”W’h would you ‘even fol-  thingis there alteady: Thereare ' the farmets from bringing: frhexr;.
iow the NPA and ot believe  factories and bridges already _produce to e market: o
in God? Is that go‘ss::ble? You_-'-,_ but agtl iculture’ remams to be... ‘Duterte said there would
ate believing in Sison and his gij “ he said. - always be some'bcxi’g1 who will
bram " hesaid, : T e President blamed the ~ puy produice from the. farmers'
- Dutertein November terrrd = '.NPA' ‘collection of revolution- - but people are afraid th

nated the peace talks with the “aty taxes that hindered the - get ambushed by the NP ! S
- With Gerry Lee-Gorﬁ

. CPP-NPA, citing. bad faith of . growth of th

J—e

e country’ s agri- .
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-Of.
Vidiers were hired to fillup the
- special quota: approvedby t
“‘dent Duterte, 1,069 went

'newa orgamzed 54th Engmee ot

eno'us people in 2017
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Calgar
“The SNPA_'launched t
_ operatloh'm the countr
~Samat, in 1974, when it a _
. “army scout patrol and s 1zec'1an mber. -

)

i--the NPA in'the 1sland of Samar, known
“las.Oneo he rebels’ stron oids m'the :
, country, Luna said.” i
""-“If people see us domg humamtarxan :

%
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up to thie command group of Lt. Col. -

Esteyven E. Ducusin of the army’s 71st

Infantry (Kaibigan” Battalion . (71IB) -

in Purok 8, Barangay Nueva Visayas,
Mawab, Compostela Vailey.

“They yielded at3 o'clockin the af-
ternoon last Saturday where their fami-
lies and relatives along with some focal
officials also witnessed .during brief

- surrenderrites;” ddded Tiamosao:
... Meanwhile, 35 Militia ng Bayan
(MNB)members, -and 93 Communist
" Party of the Philippines-NPA (CPP-
NPA) mass base supporters of menl-
bers of the Underground Masg Organi-
_gations also surrendered in Northern
-~ Mindanao through the efforts of the
403rd Infantry (Peacemaker) Brigade
(403 IB) of thearmy’s 4th Infantry Divi-
CEOR AID)L e

Mayor Jose Antbhio A, Villo of.

Sumilao, Bulidnon, officiated the oath
of allegiance to the government of the
128 commmist-terrorists who returnied
tp thefold ofthe law.

During the ceremony attended by
Brigadier General Eric C.Vidoya, 40318
commander. they also surrendered 34
assorted firearms and one improvised
explosive device (IED).

Speaking at the activity, dubbed
“Kagsabuwa Para Hu Kalinaw” (Unity
for Peace), Vidoya said: “This very sig-
nificant moment is a great contributory
factor in ourbid to finally attain peace in
our communities here in Bukidnon.”

* Brig. Gen. Reuben James Basiao,
701st Infantry Brigade commander,

said all rebel-returnees will undergo
integration procedures, partof whichis
-aprogram called “Happy Home” which
would last up to four months. . '

The process starts with a 10-day
political deradicalization which takes
place shortly after their surrender and
is quickly followed by psycho-social
-counseling, skills training by the Tech-

~nicat Bducationand Skills Development.
~ Authority (TESDA), and livelihood as-
“'gistatice PrOrams: e

_ Last Wednesday night, President
Duterte hit CPP founder Jose Maria
“Joma” Sison before 215 former CPP-
NPA rebels he invited for dinner at
Malacafiang. =~ Coe

Duterte criticized Sison, hisformer
professor, saying the CFP founder

. thinks:he:owns-the ;go_\{ernme;;ﬁ_;ax_yi_ o

wantstobePresident. .- .
«Siaon is dreaming of his own gov-
ernment. He wants to replace me,” Du-
terte said in Bisaya, his native tongue.
~ The President also teased his
former professor by saying that Sison
looks more like a Tajwanese than a
Filipina. T
Then, he addressed the rebel-
returnees, asking them: “Give me one
reason why yow'd die for Sison.”

. Mifed-at Sison’s recent erder to the
NPA to kil one uniformed personnel
(police or soldier) a day, the President
said that for every slain soldier or police-
man, the military will retaliate by killing
five NPA fighters. (With reports from
Argyll Cyrus B. Geducos and PNA)
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_sent them to Hong _Kong for: 2

p E
“in Malacanang ofi Wednesday

’I‘here were 48 female for—'
" China’s

look " he said.:

.. The CPP and the NPA wete 6
estabhshed at ‘the  height of -

Foilowmg “Mao's’

“tultural revolutmn '
" when China battled "capttahst'
roaders. e .

" “The -CPP still foilaws Maeo'
'Zedongs protracted .’p
war” strategy of’ surroundmg'
‘the cities from the’ countrys

Jeople’s

“death;’

I

' and that he'was in no posztmn
. to-order the rebels to conduct -
; offenswe operations.

-Roque said the Premdént

; was sending a message to Sison .
that “he should not make

threats.

. vi"we are the state, 1f we
g haven 't eradicated you, it's be
© cause ‘we ‘opted .not 1o evadi-
“cate you as Filipinos,”
. said. “Butif you want war, we .

Rogue

areTeady to

tiation’ and do no chsrupt

€ TUBEZA AND DELFIN T. MALLARI

he said.: : : ;
SlSOIl and hlS wxfe, Iuliet i
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Netherlands: since 1987, .after
the collapse of the peace nego-

tiations under : then= Presxdent
_'Coraz(m ‘Agino, They
‘never set foot m_ he

sinice then : ‘nspon-rsmo A PHiLIp
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Unattended bag yields IED as Davao City prepares for anti-terror
~drills on Feb. 28

prepares for anti-terror drills on Feb. 28

Motorists ‘pgésing by Lasang were asked to tarn around early Thursday morning while authorities
attended to a bag that yielded an improvised grenade.

A press release from Task Force Davao said civilians reported to the Task Force
Davao's Explosives and Ordnance Disposal and K8 Team in Lasang at around 6:30
a.m. about the unattended bag, some 50 meters from the footbridge going to Davao
City and 1.2 kilometers from the Task Force Davac checkpoint in Sitio Licanan,

Barangay Lasang.

TF Davao said the bag was apparently thrown there.
Traffic returned to normal at around 7:30, it said.

Improvised grenade found in an unatiended bag in Lasang, Davao City, early Thursday
morning, 08 February 2018. Photo courtesy of Task Force Davao

The improvised explosive device {(IED) was made of PVC pipe, detonating cord,
blasting cap and ammonium nitrate fuel oil or fertilizer mixed with diesel fuel.

“These 'maia;‘:_ia':i'sf;g;i‘é also used for dynamite fishing although NPAs {New People’s
Army) use the same,” Task Force Davao said.
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Col Nolasco Mempin, Task Force Davao commander said the improvised grenade was
not detonated since it needed to be ignited first before it will explode.
He said an investigation is ongoing to identify the person who left the bag.

Lt. Col. Randoiph Cabangbang, Deputy TF Davac Commander, told MindaNews the
area was cordoned off as precautionary measure.

_“Dinathan namin ng K9 and the sniffing dogs sat near the bag, an indication of probable
explosives content,” he said.

The swift response of authorities in Lasang was lauded by residents. St

The recovery of the |ED came as the city is preparing for “Southern Storm Drills,” a series of
anti-terror exercises that will be implemented nationwide but piloted in this city on February

Parts of the improviéed expiosive dewce foundm an unaﬁended bagm LasangDavao C:fy T

early Thursday morning, 08 February 2018. Photo courtesy of Task Force Davao

Mayor Sara Duterte urged Dabawenyos to be patient and to prepare themseilves for
“Southern Storm Drills.”

“ encourage the participation of the barangays and the public, medyo taasan nila ang
ilahang pasensya,” the City Information Office quoted the mayor as saying. the “littie

inconvenience on the part of the public during the simulation will save lives in the future.”

The mayor said the simultaneous exercises "will require a lockdown of the city and the
members of our communities need to be informed.”
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She stressed the importance of emergency preparation in the city, especially in respnoding
to disasters and terror attacks.

“1 am asking for your patience because the public will greatly benefit if we are weli-prepared

— whether it is for incidents considered as acts of God or by people with bad intentions since
i do not want casualties,” she said.

“The D-day for the anti-terrorism drill is on February 28,” Senior inspector Ma. Teresita

" Gaspan, spokesperson of the Davao City police, said at the iSpeak Media Forum at City

Hall. She said “the drills will also address weaknesses in the event of a terror attack and

other emergencies.

Gaspan said the schedules of the simulation exercises have been disseminated to the
barangay officials and will be taken up during the next meeting of the City Peace and Order

Council.

The drills will include simulated scenarios like “bomb explosions, fire incidents, hostage
situations, and active shooting,” the City Information Office said.
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Eastern Visayas army welcomes new recruits
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 8): Eastern Visayas army welcomes new recruits

The Philippine Army 8th Infantry Division has welcomed 128 new soldiers who
completed their training at a military camp in Hinabangan, Samar Wednesday.

Eastern Visavas.
Their primary task is to address the insurgency problem especially in Samar Island.

National Economic Development Authority Regional Director Bonifacio Uy graced the
graduation of the new soldiers and led the entrustment of firearms fo new soldiers.

The entrustment of firearms symbolizes the responsibilities and commitment fo the people
and the country, the nationalism and loyalty among soldiers upon entry to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines. 1t also symbolizes the responsibility soldiers will bear in their entire career

in the armed forces.

In his message, Uy reminded the new soldiers to always remember their leamings in their
training and serve the country to the best of their ability.

“Always uphold the virtues of the army. Serve this nation and this region to the best of your
_ability. Remember that your fight in the battlefield is also a fight against the social ills in our

society. Take courage to do what is right and just,” Uy said.

He told soldiers to always remain faithful to their mandate of protecting the constitution and
the fulfilment of the goal of achieving a peaceful and progressive region.

Major General Raul Farnacio, commander of the 81D, lauded the Division Training School
-personnel who:were responsible to.produce new.soldiers.... . ...

The newly enlisted privates will boost the current troops who have been fighting the
Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army that affects the development of the

region.
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NPA rebels, sympathizers yield in Bukidnon
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 8): NPA rebels, sympathizers yield in Bukidnon

The government's relentless anti-insurgency campaign in Northern Mindanao had
resulted to the surrender of at least 130 members and sympathizers of the Communist

Party of the Philippines-New Peop_i_efs Army (CPP-NPA) in Bukidnon province, the

military said Thursday.

Among those who surrendered were two active combatants, 35 members of the Militia
ng Bayan, and 93 civilian supporters of the NPA, said Capt. Norman Tagros,
spokesperson for the Philippine Army’s 403rd infantry Brigade, a unit of the 4th
Infantry Division (4ID).

The surrenderees also brought along themselves 34 assorted firearms and an
improvised explosive device, Capt. Tagros said.

Tagros said the rebels and their sympathizers surrendered to the First Special Forces
Battalion in Sumilao town, in Bukidnon, on Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018,

Bukidnon has been known as one of the region's flashpoints that has a significant presence
of NPA fighters and mass-based supporters, especially in the hinterfands of Mount

_Kitanglad, Mount Kalatungan and the Calabugao valley ares.

" “The province has at least four guerrilla fronts or fighting uhits that operate within those
mountains. The Communist insurgents are also known to be operating in some parts of the
Caraga Region.

The surrender, Taéfo; éaid, was thewpmfbduct of the military's sustained "community support

Brig. Gen. Eric Vinova, the brigade commander, called the surrenderees as a “significant
moment” that greatly contributes to the government's "bid to finally attain peace in our
communities here in Bukidnon.”

Vinoya also assured the surrenderers they will be provided economic assistance as they
start a new life through livelihood projects and capacity development programs of the

govemnment.

“The government has prepared a program for you such as the Comprehensive Local
Initiative Program wherein our brothers who are former members of the NPA will receive
cash and livelihood assistance, housing, employment assistance, among others,” Vinoya
said in a statement.
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Rebels torch heavy equipment in Davao Sur town
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 8): Rebels torch heavy equipment in Davao Sur
town

Suspected members of the New People’s Army (NPA) burned down a backhoe heavy
_ equipment on Wednesday night at a guarry site in Purok 4, Barangay New llocos here.

Senior Inspector Edilberto P. Cabilio, chief of the Magsaysay Municipal Police Station,
said the suspects numbering to more than 20 poured a galion of gasoline into the
Sunward backhoe and set on fire the equipment with Serial Number SWE 21001054
and owned by Alejandro Tolero of Barangay Colorado in Digos City.

Cabillo said the equipment was used in the quarry operation in the site owned by Edwin
Brieta of Barangay Blocon, Magsaysay.

He said a hot pursuit operation was immediately conducted but proved futile since the
suspects were nowhere to be found after fleeing to unknown direction:

This came after Army soldiers seized several high-powered firearms from the
communist rebels two weeks ago in Barangay Tacul here.

Ihe presence of these |awless elements delayed multi-million road concreting

projects here particularly the P140-million Barayong-Mabini- Baia—Upper Bala Fa Farm to
‘Market Road (FMR) project and the P90-million Poblacion-San Isidro-Tacul FMR

project due to threats.

“With this, additional police and Army personnel have been deployed here to augment
security forces to safeguard several heavy equipment involved in the construction of

~government.projects.. ...
www.pna.gov.ph

Nolcom wants more capable planes for PH Rise patrol
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 8): Nolcom wants more capable planes for PH

Rise patrol

To ensure better monitoring of the Philippine Rise (formerly known as Benham Rise), the
Tarlac-based Northern Luzon Command (Nolcom) is requesting the use of more capable
aircraft in its maritime patrol missions.

This despite the availability of aircraft from the Air Force's Tactical Operations Group 2 and
3, which Nolcom spokesperson Lt. Col. Isagani Nato said was also utilized for air support
missions against other security threats.
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Aircraft being requested by Nolcom for air patrol missions over the Benham Rise and other
maritime areas under its control include the long range Lockheed C-130 "Hercules” cargo
aircraft, Airbus Military C-295 medium transport, which also doubles as a recon plane, and

the speedy Mach 1.5 capable KAl FA-50PHSs.

"But we (are also) ask(ing) the HHQS (Armed Forces higher headquarters) for the utilization
of fixed-wing air assets and bigger planes like C-130 and C-295 incl FA-50 (aircraft, which
are) capable (of) stable and long-range maritime air patrol,” Nato added. B

Earier, the Nolcom spokesperson said air patrol missions off maritime areas under their
jurisdiction are a regular affair with three to four missions a month. Last Jan. 31, a
Japanese-donated TC-90 conducted its first maiden patrol over the Bajo De Masinioc
(Scarborough Shoal), Zambales and other areas under Nolcom supervision.

"Given the task, the (T)C-90 plane, with a tail number of 390, made its maiden flight at 9:45
a.m. of January 31, 2018, in the area of Bajo De Masinloc (Scarborough Shoal), Masinloc,
Zambales. It has flown around the shoal for about 800 feet above sea level sighting four
Fitipino fishing boats, together with nine Chinese vessels comprising of four Chinese Coast
Guard vessels, four unknown Chinese vessels and a Chinese fishing vessel. Moreover, the
Fitipino pilots heard no challenge from the Chinese Coast Guard," Nato earlier said.

TC-90 with tail number 390, one of the two Japanese aircraft donated to the Philippines last
March 27, was activated during short ceremonies at Naval Base Heracleo Alano, Sangley

_Point, Cavite City last Nov. 21.

The TC-90s have a range of over 1,000 nautical miles, and a cruising speed of 260 knots
and capable of carrying eight passengers along with the pilots.

As of this time, the Navy is operating around six Norman Britten "Islander” patrol éir;raft,

—.four GAF."Nomad" planes, five AgustaWestiand combat.utility helicopters and one Robinson ... .=

R-22 training helicopter.

The TC-90, which was part of the Beechcraft King Air aircraft family, was offered by Japan
shortly after the Agreement Concerning the Transfer of Defense Equipment and Technology

was finalized last Feb. 29, 2016.

Two of the TC-90s were delivered to Sangley Point, Cavite last March 27 with the remaining
three to be delivered in the first quarter of 2018.
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Police release photos of Cagayan NPA rebels
From the Military Times (Feb 8): Police release photos of Cagayan NPA rebels

THE Police Regional Office 2 (PRO2) in Camp Marcelo Addurc in Tuguegarao City,
Cadgayan on Wednesday made public photos of 11 alleged active members of the New
_People’s Army (NPA) in the region. =~

Chief Supt. Jose Mario Espino, PRO2 regional director, said the police infographic
material released on social media is for the public to know the NPA members who are

actively operatiﬁq in the region.

“They are the ones who sow fear and terror in many communities in the Cagayan Valley
region,” Espino said.

He said there is a need to make known important information to the people about the rebels
and for the public fo easily identify NPA members who still roam around their respective

communities.

“We are doing this because we believe this is one way to protect citizens from the rebel
group,” Espino said as he called on the public to cooperate with the authorities by giving
correct information “to stop once and for all the problem of insurgency.”

___“_Espmo satd he beheves that the rebel group membershfp has been d:mmtshmg because of
the support received by the government from residents of affected communities.

Intelligence reports the community confirmed said the communist rebels continue to recruit
-.in remote and upland areas in Region 2.

... The NPAs have also.intensified its.attacks on police and military stations after President.. ... . ..o

Duterte called off the peace talks between the government and leaders of the Communist
Party of the Philippines-National Democratic Front-NPA late last year in the wake of
unabated atrocities committed by the rebels.

But the police officer said the military’s and the police’s continuing offensives in cooperation
with citizens have also weakened NPA forces and that “insurgency in the country will soon

be a thing of the past.”

Meanwhile, arrested members of the rebel group — Rey Busania, Raul Merano and
Arnold Jamias — who were aliegedly responsible for the April 2017 attack in Maddela
town police station in Quirino province that resulted in the death of Police Officer 2
Jerome Luwi Cardenas, are now facing criminal charges in court.
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