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in critical points of the city,” he said. -
«'And 50 it was not a fighting in
open space. Our soldi ers are funda-
~-mentally trained or atleast the most
basgg__iﬁ__igas%‘%y ini a fréé range in the
MOURAINS where the NPAs (New

People’s Army) are or even in urban

* areas, but not so many buildings

and houses, not so many civilians

to worry about,” he added.

- Duterte said ‘he ‘had ordeéred

 state forces to “reconfigure” and to
~ “reinvent” their military doctrines.

"Because in Marawi, we were fac- -

- ing a cover of the enemies, cement |
and metal. Buildings. And they
kept on sniping at us. And so I fost |
167 soldiers and policemen,” the
President said,

“So when the policemen went
there to arrest them, they were
met with heavy gunfire. And
the police was no match for any -
high-powered interdiction. So
they had to call on the Marines

-and-theMarinesare battle-weagy,
ey ate always ready .-

_maybe, but th

your suppo.r“: strengthen us for al}
the challenges that are yet to come,
We fight for peace, for progress,

-|and} for our future,” he added. -

‘A new kind of war’

than 900 terrorists. More than 860
high-powered firearms and almost
2,000 unexploded ordnances, im-

booby traps were seized. About
1,780 hostages were rescued.

In his keyniote speech, Duterte
said he was confident government
forces would win in their fight
against Islamic State-inspired ex-
tremists in Marawi City.

“Our ‘Man of the Year, he (Guer-
rero) heads the organization {mili-
tary}. I had no doubt in my mind
that wé would prevail,” he said.

But the President admitted he was
the reason why the war in Marawi
took five months.

¥
1
{

“inveritical points of thecity, " he said:

able to capture so many buildings in
the downtown area and were really
also able to preposition themselves

“And so it was not a fighting in

. #“open space, Qur soldiers are funda-

The five-month standoff killed more

— He said he Stapped the Boimb.
ing of a. mosque where the ter; .

ready to die. And indeed, they |
died,” he added. 5
On May 23, Duterte was com-
pelled to declare martial law :
in Mindanao, after the Maute :
group stormed Marawi City,

= -burning-publicand cprivaten
establishmenits and ‘abducting

non-Muslim civilians,

The siege laid by Maute fighters
occurred while Duterte was in Mos-
cow, Russta, for an official visit. The
President cut short his trip to deal
with the ¢risis in Marawi City.

The five-month long war, -
which ended on October 24,
left the business district of the
Islamic City in shambles.

Duterte earlier said rebuilding
Marawi could cost more than
P50 billion.

“andhiardened soldiers, adept and

“rorists were holding hostages as

this would create more animosity

and outright hostility toward the _.

government,

"And I told the military in a
command conference together -
with General Guerrero: Remem- |
“belitis 1o our national ifterese
*that'we face this problem with =

sanity and not anger. Of course
we-have our different individual
sentiments already...but the
larger interest, the bigger view
is that, remember we have two
million-plus Filipinos working in
the Middle East,” he said.

The President also said the state
forces were fighting “a new kind of
war, a new environment.”

‘Aside from the hostages with
them inside the building, they were
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mentally wrained or at leasy the most
L iy R I T L
basic is really in a free range, in the

Ferringivayt ol
mountains where the NPAs (New
People’s Arimy) are or even in urhan

and houses, not so many civilians

_ to worry about,” he added. g
Duterte said he had ordered

state forces to “reconfigure” and to
"reinvent” their military doctrines.
“Because in Marawi, we were fac-
ing a cover of the enemies, cement
and metal. Buildings. And they
kept on sniping at us. And so I lost
167 soldiers and policemen,” the
President said,

‘provised explosive devices and.. | areas, but not so many buildings -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emal

i add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tef no. {02} §45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

arrmy Core Purpose. Serving the people. Securing the land.




EROESFROMAT . e

] Ma E‘an hei‘OeS ;li',_,;,,‘,(92)3459555Loca! 523_'52'"”

OFF]-CE_C}_F:_THE-A [AFP) chief Gen. Re'y Leonardo Guer- | °2°P%: drmywu@gnmu w

iy

rero received the award on behalf of the | ey :“E“‘.‘“.‘“
state forcathati:berated Marawi City. S R
* Ang said the soldiers and po- - Greater m«ea“mg i

.| licemen deployed to Marawi were

. Tecognized for their gallantry, dediz...o ...
cation, and commitment during - 3
L | the battle with more or less 1,000
- | terrorists belonging to the Maute -

‘Guerreré t ked The Mamia_
Times, saymg “thie sacrifice of
life for céuntry and people is
given greater meaning with this

s ¢ and Abu Sayyaf groups, which had i | recognition.®
pledged allegiance to the Islamic “The mien and women of the
' State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS}. ; § | Armed Forces of the Philippines are
“Htistothose who foughtvaliantdy, ... §- ~humbled’ aﬂddeepl}?grateful to.The . e
'mcludmg those who' perislied, ‘that ™~ § ‘Manilz Times for the recognition T T
we offer The Manila Times ‘Man of | | ihat i beinggwén 1o the brave sol-
the Year'award for 2018," Angsaid. - . | diers whdfought to liberate Marawi
"Had our soidzers failed, we - | from the18IS° terronsts, Guerrero
would pot be here today. ISIS said in his dcceptance speech.
would have gained a toehold in wf “Foroursoldiers to be conferred
the Philippines, and perhaps all with 'The Man of the Year' award
of Mindanao would have been off and foilowing thie footsteps of the

first awardee, President Rodrigo
Roa Dutérte, ‘makes this honor
doubly szgmﬁcant This award is
shared by ‘every soldier, airman,
sailor and'’ ‘marine who continue

limits for security reasons to many
of you in attendance here today. |
Worse, this country would have
been the springboard to larger,
more destructive movementsin the

Asean region,” he added, : to selffessiy sete the nation and
e AATLE, also.said. the.award .was. the . e wun | QUL DEOPle be it in times of armed - _
= peopie ' madest way of saying, | conflict or ‘disaster for peace and o e
e B Thanle Yo o all gdverimine e i viprogress;t hes added. SR e e
' - | troops whe ﬁzlﬁiked their mandate ~ The AFP chief sa;d the vice
inservingand protecting the people tory over the terrorists in Marawi :
and the country. - g “showed not only the uncommon
“We cannot let our guard down valor of our.troops but also the
yet. As the government and other | binding commitment of every Fil- -
experts have said, the fundamen- ipino to theflag and to freedom.” :
| talisthreat remains. Wehavevali- | . .| Thedecisivenessofthevictory ..o
o _':_'&'éted this i oufown investigative || is testamerit'to the undaunted
reports published earlier this year. spirit of the Filipino soldier who
The terrorists may have retreated ° will put everything on the line in
from Marawi, but as we have seeny the name of:service Rest assured
time and again in many places | that the AFP will remain faithful
around the would, such terrorists to our sworn mandate of serving -
elements ‘are opportunistic and and protectmg our country and
near]y Imposs:ble to eradicate,” | our people,” Guerrero said.
Ang said. - _ “Ours is a tradition of gallantry,
“For now, we sleep well at night dlsmplme and _determination, the
thanks again to the men and women | long history of the AFP eniched by
whom we are honoring today. They - the bravery and patriotism of those -
not only shed blood and witnessed - who came before us...Your trust and

many of their brothers fall, but they -
remain ever vigilant and profes- -
sional,” he added. :
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PANTAR, Lanao def Norte—Three suspected members of the homegrown terror group Maute
were killed in a clash with soldiers here on Thursday.

One of them was among those who escaped from the Marawi City jail at the height of the war
there between Islamic State forces and government soldiers. Senior Insp. Mchammad Doro,
_Pantar police chisf, said soldiers of the 4th Mechanized Battalion were conductingan

 operation in the village of Lumba Punod when they clashed with the suspects.

Doro said two of the slain suspects remained unidentified. The other was Omar Mustapha
Daiser, a resident of the village, who was among more than 100 inmates sprung by the Maute
Group during the war in Marawi on May 23. —DIVINA SUSON AND RICHEL UMEL
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» MANILA -- There are more than enough supphers to prov&de the Phl!sppsne requ&rement for_ _c__:p_r_nbat

“ ~utility helicopters (CUHs) shouid the country's contract with Bell Helicopter and Canadian
Commercial Corp. {CCC) fali through.

"Are there other suppliers if the Canada deat wiil not push through? Yes, there are," Department of
National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said in a message Friday night.

" He, Nowever, did not mention these possible suppliers.
Lorenzana made the statement in the wake of President Rodrigo R. Duterte’s order to the military to
cancel the PHP12-billion contract for the 16 Bell 412 EPls following reports that Canada would
review the purchase of the aircraft on the grounds that they might be used in operations against rebet

groups.

As of Friday night, Lorenzana said he has yet to receive any order regarding the President’s
directive.

" have not heard about cancelling. As of now, | am optimistic that it would proceed and the choppers
will be delivered on time," the defense chief said.

Earlier, Ammed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) deputy chief-of-staff for plans, Major Gen. Restituto
Padilla, said that from the onset, both Bell Helicopter and CCC were aware that the soon-to-be
acquired 16 Bell 412 EPt choppers will be utilized as "combat utility helicopters”.
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"The AFP deal for the acquisition of the Canadian Beil 412 as a combat utility helicopter is a very
transparent one. From the very onset, the contract has specified that we are acquiring a Combat
Utility Helicopter (CUH)," Padilla added.

"Hs intended use as combat utility helicopter is for the transport of troops, especially combat
casualties and for troop sustainment. It is not an offensive platform and not armed as such. We have

_ “d’gg_i_ca_ted __a_tia_ck_ﬁgﬁpoptqrs as offensive platforms for such operations," he said.

Since the Philippines lies in the path of the Pacific Ring of Fire — a disaster-prone area — Padilla
said the nation's disaster response plan had tasked the AFP to take the lead in undertaking
" ‘humanitarian assistance and disaster response (HADR) during such times of contingencies.

___"Hence, the CUH will be employed for numerous lifesaving tasks as well. The Canadians were
““among those who helped us following the wrath of Super Typhoon Yolanda and employed similar-
helicopters. We are confident that they are fully aware of the utilization of the CUH. Having said that,

we hope that this deal will not be politicized,” Padilla added.

Earlier, the Canadian government said they would review the contract after reportedly fearning that
the aircraft would be used for operations against rebet forces.

On Dec. 29, 2017, Lorenzana and representatives of Bell Helicopter and CCC signed the deal for the
purchase of the helicopters worth PHP12 billion.

Representing Bell Helicopter in the contract signing was James Williamson, while CCC was
represented by its director for Asia, Yvonne Chin. Delivery of the first Bell 412 EPI helicopter units is

expected-to-commence by the first quarter-of 2018 while the last-batch will be-handed.over by-the..cmnnn

Acquisition of these helicopters is part of the AFP Modernization Program Horizon 2 and will be used
in HADR and related missions.

These aircraft are fully configured and equipped with advance features, including an electronic

__engine control, a glass cockpit display system, and Garmin touchscreen navigation system. _ -

‘Generally, these helicopters are capable of carrying 14 passengers and flying at a maximum speed

of 140 knots (about 258 km.), cruise speed of 122 knots {226 km. per hour) and a range of 402
nautical miles (745 km.). They are powered with an enhanced Pratt and Whitney PT6T-3D Twin

Pac. {PNA/Photo by Priam F. Nepomuceno)
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