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Gabriel Cardinoza
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' T he barangay and Sanggnmang
Kabataan (SK) elections will be
held as scheduled in May, Mala-
canang said on Monday, disput-
ing Senate Minority Leader
Franklin Drilon’s warning that
President Duterte’s allies in the
House of Representatives are
plotting to postpone the two
bailotings as a first step to ex-
tending their terms,

Drilon said in a radio inter-
view on Sunday that the term
extension would  be accom-
plished by postponing the
barangay and SK elections and
holding them simultaneouslty
with a plebiscite on a railroaded

federal Constitution in October ™

_ or November,

 Aquilino Pimente] III himself |
. $aid in an event on Friday that
““the Senate had no plans of post-
" poning the barangay elections

For the plot o

Drilon.-said. the Senate .had. to
agree to the postponement, but
there was no more time to pass a ;

“law that would authorize:it- be-
cause Congress was going “on

Lenten recess in two weeks' time,

-, ‘Strange, speculative’
Presidential  spokesperson

Harry Rogue said in a press brief- -

ing on Monday that Drilon's
comments

“strange” and “very speculative.” .

Roque said Senate President

for a third time.

Telno. lozj 8459555 Local: 5285529

on Sunday were :

. “While there is a pending -
. bill in the House filed by Con-
gressman fohnoy Pimentei {of |

Sungao det Sur) to suspend

anew the Biatingay elections;

Senator Pimentel declared be-
.fore-the.audience. of 4,000 that | i
.- there was ho supportin the Sen~

ate for another postponement .
of the barangay elections. That .

means, as far as Congress is
concerned, barangay elections

. wili push through,” Roque said.

‘No more time’
Following Drilen, P1mentel

reiterated on Monday that there .

was no more time to pass a law

that would allow the postpone-

ment of the village and youth .
elections, as there were only 12
days left before Congress went
on recess.

_Pimentel said there was no .
compelling reason to postpone -

the barangay and SK elections

and that was why he d1ci not ﬁle '

i

i 02)"'545 9555 Local: 5265, 529
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tackled in Congress,” he said.
“Itis not the President’s pur-
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a biﬂ tbat wouid authonze the :

postponement.
“Everyone is prepared, the
Commission on Elections is

ready [for the elections} and so
- aye the candidates and the vot-

ers,” Pimentel told reporters.
The two elections have al-

important it is, revising no less

- than the fundamental law of the

land, and the people will be giv-
en dmpie time and opportunity
to debate and ponder ... the pro-

bosed revisions, whatever they :

may be,” he added.
The consultative coxmmttee

headed by retired Chief Justice .

Reynate Puno and compased of

Is expected to submit to Congress.

...other, Jegal , luminaries, . has . six.-..
‘months to complete jts recom-
mendations, which the President |

4

Congress may or may not
follow the proposals. -

Harry Rogue

réady been postponed twice,

from May 2016 to October 2017,

then to May this year.

Postponement bills filed

tor a railroaded tederal Constitu-

tion would allow the cancellation

of the midterm elections.
Erice explained that the pro-

. posed new Constitution would
% | have transitory provisions that

© would authorize the term ex- :
tension of incumbent congress- |

men and local officials.

If the new Constitution is
ratified in the plebiscite, no
midterm elections will be held
because the terms of congress-

men and local officials wilt be
extended until the ElE_Ct_l__Ol’l‘Gf“ ~ Mind

s the.committee.onsuffrage.
--He-said-one of the bills proﬂ b

£

Davac City Rep. Karlo Alexel
-.Nograles confirmed on Monday ...

that two measures had been’
filed in the House for the post- ;

ponement of the barangay and

SK elections.

Nograles, chair of the House
" appropriations committee, said

the measures were pendmg on !

posed to postpone the barangay |
elections to Octoher, while the -
other would move the balloting -
to May next-year.

“One of the reasous [for the :
postponement] is fo hold it si-
multaneously with... the.ratifi- -
cation of a new Constitution,”

Nograles said.

He denied, however, that the
postponement was aimed at :
canceling the midterm glections.

nextyear.

Caloocan Rep. Edgar Frice, in
a radio interview on Sunday, said .

the synchronization of the baran-

gay and SK polls with a piebiscite &

L sald

‘new, federal officials:
Sought for comment on Mon- ...

day, Erice said he agreed with

Roque that the proposal to post-
pone the barangay and SK elec-
tions wouldn't fly in the Senate.

effortis justin the House, Erice

Roque saad Presu:lent Duterte
dld not want to rush the amend-
ment of the 1987 Constitution.
He said Mr. Duterte wanted
a thorough discussion on any
preposal to amend the Consti-
tution for a shift to federalism.

Consultative committee

The President has formed a
consultative committee that
will propose amendments to
the Constitution, Roque said.

“That means the President
would prefer that Congress
await the outcome of the work
product of the {consultative
committee] before it is even

UrFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC A

Tighter timetable

Drilon said he remained .
convinced that the House want<
ed the barangay and SK elec-“_
tions held simultaneously witht

the plebiscite for a new Consti-

tution, noting the filing of twof

bills for that purpose.

Rep. Johnny Pimentel’s bil ::

which was filed on Jan. 3
sought to synchronize the tw
elections with the plebiscite i
October, Drilon said. .
The bili filed by Onentai
Rep. Reynaldo, Umah

|

. 13 would have the twe

selections. -held:simultaneously;

with the plebiscite in May 2019

# he said.

A third bill, similar to that o
Pimentel's, has heen filed br

“So really there's a seriou
effort to postpone the baranga;

‘constitutional " T-amendmernits
which will be railroaded in that
kind of timetable,” Drilon said.
The timetable has become
even tighter, Drilon said, noting
that under the 1587 Constitu
tion, the plebiscite cannot be
held earlier than 60 days orlate
than 9o days after the approva
of the amendrments. B
“The only way to do it is o

“I-agree with hirn: T think the~— ANAC-IP Rep. Jose Panganiban Jr

“elections. -anid  piggyback the

railroad it,” he said. —-wiTH RepoRTS
FROM VINCE  F. NONATO, ARMAND

GALANG AND ANSELMO ROQUE NG
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AFP wants public heip in stepped up
fight vs terrorism R S ia

By: Frances Mangesinp- Reporter / @4 dlangosinel iy

st £ 04:02 PM February 26, 2018

The Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) is hoping to intensify its security efforts against ferrorism
with the help of citizens in the wake of fresh reports that [SIS-inspired Maute terrorist group is

reorganizing afier the five-month battie in Marawi City ast year.

“There will always be a gap in the security measures being implemented by every nation in the world,
big or small. Terrorists will always look into those gaps and take advantage of them,” AFP

spokesperson Brig. Gen. Bievenide Datuin told reporters on Monday.

“We aim to strengthen our security measures with the help of our citizens in order to fill in those gaps,”

Reports of Maute terrorists rebuilding its forces have been cited by the military after the five-month

siege ended in October 2017.

."T?’ie"}’eg.rbupihg. of the terrorists to Tatinch another attack was also 6rie of the reasons why the military = E

asked for the extension of martial law in Mindanao until December 2018,
In & news report on Monday, Australia echoed such a possihility of Maute terrorists reorganizing.

Australian Ambassador o the Philippines Amanda Gorely was quoted as saying that they have
received evidence of the regrouping based on the intelligence information shared by the Philippine

government.
The mititary, for its part, continues to verify all the information they could get.

“The AFP is continuously monitoring and verifying every information related to any alleged movements
of terror groups. We are in constant coordination with our foreign and local counterparts to address the

scourge of terrorism,” Datuin said. \ 07
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He further said they are also concerned with the “financial and jogistics fine of terrorist organizations”

apart from the armed component of terrorism.

Datuin added that the fight against terrorism is “not the sole responsibility of the government or the

security sector but of every citizen of the republic.”

 The five-month Marawi City siege displaced thousands of residents, and killed more than 160 soldiers,

over 800 suspected terrorists, and 47 civiians, /kga
Inquirer calis for support for the victims in Marawi City

Responding to appeals for help, the Philippine Daily Inquirer is extending its refief o victims of the

attacks in Marawi City

Cash donations may be deposited in the inquirer Foundation Corp. Banco De Oro (BDO} Current
Account No: 007950018860,

Inquiries may be addressed to Inquirer's Corporate Affairs office through Connie Kalagayan at 897-
4426, ckalagayan@inquirer.com.ph and Bianca Kasilag-Macahilig at 897-8808 local 352,
bkasilag@jinquirer.com.ph.

For donation from overseas: o L

Inquirer Foundation Corp account:

. Inquirer Foundation Corp. Banco De Oro (BDOJ-Current Account No: 007960018860

© Swift Codes BNORPHMM -+~ o e
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4 fighters killed in skirmishes between Moro
clans in N. Cotabato

By: Edwin 0. Fernandez - @inguirerdotnet

InguirerMindango/ 07:33 PM February 25,2018
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Matalam town (outlined in red) in North Cotabato (Image from Google Maps)

MATALAM, North Cotabato — Four fighters were killed in a clash involving members of two Moro
fronts in a remote village here over the Weekend polzce sazd Sunday

: ':'Islamzc L1berat1c>n Front (MILF) and the Moro Natlona] L1beratzon Front (MNLF ) had suffered two
deaths each in sporadic skirmishes in Barangay Marbel here.

. Leoncito said the fighting erupted Satuday night and continued until Sunday moming.

_The two-day fighting also sent several families ﬂeemg to safer ground They were now heused at the [ —

Barangay Marbel covered coust, Leoncito said, .

“The conflict was triggered by a ‘ride,” or clan war, involving leaders of the two Moro fronts.”
Leoncito said.

He identified the two warring Moro rebel leaders as Commander Manial of the MNLF and
Commander Manzor of the MILF.

Manial’s brother was allegedly recently killed by followers of Commander Manzur.

On Saturday, armed followers of the two Moro fronts figured in a running gunbattle when they met in
Barangay Kidama. The clash continued in the adjacent village of Marbel by Sunday.

As of Sunday noon, both sides were still trading bullets, Leoncito said.

Leoncito said MNLF and MILF leaders have been meeting to pacify Commander Manial and Manzur.

/atm
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