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 the military said yesterday.

Some of the commun.ist'rébe.is,w'cfe'
either killed of injured in the fighting as
i evidenced by bloodstains at the enemy’s -

| position, said Capt. Pattick Jay Retum-
'I ban, spokesman of the Army’s 2nd
- Infantry Division. .

In Kotonadal City, the military said a

New People’s Ariny afteraclashin: ra
ez 0w, Quezon on Monday morning, .

‘currendered on Monday, -

“+: Retimban said troops frin theArmy’s

85¢h Tnfantty Batealion were deployed to

 Barangay Jongoafter receiving  tip from
"a civilian that 2’ group of rebels were
_extorting from the residenfs.; -

" he soldiers found about 20-rebels, .
led by orie Ka Mando; at their camp. -
A 15-minute firefight ensued. No one

is has 15 makeshift nipa huts. -
“In Koronadal in South Cotzbato, the

—ilitary-identified the returnees oniy a8

- St Mindanao Regional Revolu

~military side.

ing the security operation, We assaulted

it, overran it and the enemy withdrew, We
“saw traces of blood and we are vetifying

the autmber of their {rebel) casualties,”
said Retumban, ... oo

. During cleating operations, soldiers te-
overed three high-powered firearms and
a generator set from the rebel camp, which

«i 3 Fifren,” spokestnan of the NPAS Fa;:
Committee, and his wife, “Ka We

It. Col. Benjamin Leander, com-
mander of the 27th Infantry Battalion

" based in neatby Tupi town, saidthe

couple told him that they surreadered

~ because they were tired of fighting the

government.
_ The two have been
Y the underground
movement for al-
most 26 years.
“The couple
wanted nogmal lives
again after fighting
the government
for more than two
decades,” Leander
said adding the sut-
render came after a
series of negotia-
tions. — Victor Reyes
and Ramil Bajo
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smn of martlal law:: v
. "The govamment appears
to have successfully addressed
the 'eb_elhon i, Marawi-and
‘any spillover effects in Min-

danao’ though the use of ordi-

nary “powers.: And-to: 1mply

that martial law with-its ex<
traordmary powersisa bemgn.

to accept authontanamsm tin-

Hlit's: too late o stop and thlS
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. BY ASHZEL HACHERO

'BTITIONERS questioning
.3¢ legality of the extension of
martial law and the suspension
of the privilege of habeas corpus
in Mindanao yesterday told the
Supreme Court that the exten-.

sion has no basis and that mere
" threats of rebellion and invasion

Monsod also said the Supreme

Court, in its decision in July
last year affirming President
Duterte’s martial law declaration,
“seems to say thatitis a measute
of first resort rathet than a last
resort” )

In response to a question from
Associate Justice Lucas Bersamin
on why the framers of the Con-
stitution did not include terror-

..cannot be used to justify such
Drodamation, "

... .Former Coromission on Elec-

tions chair Christian Monsod,
who was one of the draftets
of the 1987, Constitution, told
the magistrates during oral at-
gumeiits on the’ consolidated
petitions that tnartial-law “is
_ supposed to be for exceptional
cases.” T : :

e (dtafters) made-the win-"
‘declaration of ”

dow staller fo:
martial law. We took away immi-
nent danger, insurrection and the
like,” Monsod said adding that
the framets of the Constitution
wanted it to cover an extraordi-
nary situation.
“That is why the provision is
specific, extraordinary and ulti-
mate,” he said.

~isfrae teason forthe declaradon--

of martial law, Monsod said they

‘Belisved then avhe belived now

that there wete enough powers
that the government ¢an use to
deal with the scourge of terror-
ism without resorting to martial

Jaw.

“I'here is no territorial fight in
terrorism. It must be addressed in

a.differest way,” he'said adding .
that tHe ‘extension must-be nuls

lified since there is “no theater
of war, and the fighting with
the New People’s Army was not
a basis for the original martial
law proclamation on May 23 last
yeat.”

Duterte declared martial law

in the entire Mindanao on May

23 last year, the day the Maute

lb

terror group attacked Marawi
City. He asked for an extension
in July, and Congress extended
martial rule to Dec. 31, 2017
Lle asked for anothet extension,
last month, citing as reasons re-
cruitment activities of Islamist
militants and their regrouping
since government forces ended
the Marawi conflict in October
last year, and attacks by the

communist New People’s Army...

tive martial law. By these stan-
dards, the President’s declaration
of extension of martial law in
Mindapao has no factual basis
and, therefore, wnconstitutional,’
he said. .

Another petitioner, Albay

Rep. Bdcel Lagman, made the
same atguments adding that it
was even Duterte who declared
that the fight against the Maute
terrotist group in Maraw] city

The second extension was fot’

was over.

aycar R

the extension was illegal because
Duterte gave security thfeats as
teasons, rather than rebellion of
invasion, the conditions under

which martial Jaw cats be invoked. -

Monsod stressed the extension

has no basis as there is no tebel-
Ho G R R,

Former Solicitos General Flo-
tin Hilbay, who is representing
formet Human Rights Com-
missioner Etta Rosales as one
of the petitioners, reiterated the
Coastitution is vety clear on the
reasons for declaring martial law

“Constitution requires actual
rebellion or invasion, not preven-

Marawi is liberated from ‘terrot-
ist influence,’ not oaly from the
terrorists themselves but also
from terrorist influence. What fe-

“mzin ate phantom ‘remaants’ of

the vanquished terrotist groups,
15 admitted by the Executive and

“his'advisers;”he said inhisopen=" ..
ing statement. -~

The high court will continue

' the oral arguments today. It has

asked Defense Secretary and
martial law administrator Delfin
Lorenzania, Armed Forces chief
Gen.' Rey Leonardo Guetrero,
and PNP chief Ronald dela Rosa
to attend the hearing.
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work and’ drainage" system on
‘the"13-hectare relocatmn srfe
‘Had yettobe finished.
‘Barlier, Castro pro;ected the :

i _charge of" the Department of "
Public Works and Highways'in <1
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‘SAFE TF
the Evacuation of Albay Residents

- Advin Bangiago

DARAGA, Albay (DWDD) ~ Tactical Operations Group 5 of the Philippine Air Force helped
evacuating the residents of Barangay Matnog and Banadero in Daraga, Albay on January 15, 2018
due to the unstable and continuing irregularities in the activities of Mount Mayon.

Since its first phreatic explosion on Saturday, January 13, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and

“Saistology raised the said area to alertlevel3x o

In coordination with the local government units, TOG 5 utilized its KM Troop Carrier and M35 truck
during the evacuation that resulted to the safe transport of 25 adults and 10 children. They were
immediately brought to the Municipal Hall of Daraga, Albay and will later be transferred to thair
temporary relocation shelters located in Barangay Anislag, Daraga, Albay. TOG 5/MCAG
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EACH OUT | CGPAF “Fun Day” with the
rphans

. Alvin Santisgo -

LIPA CITY, Batangas (DWDD) - A fun-filled day was given {o the orphans of fallen heroes of
Marawi at the gift-giving activity led by the Commanding General of the Philippine Air Force, Lt Gen
Galileoc Gerard R Kintanar Jr AFP, and his wife, Dr Ma Marlene M Kintanar on January 13, 2018 at
the Air Education Training and Doctrine Command, Fernando Alr Base, Lipa City.

A total of 46 children together with the PAF officers and Ladies Club members actively participated
during the parior games and photo booth. They were aisc given the privilege to ride on the T-41
aircraft.

The said activity was part of the CG,PAF’s birthday celebration. PAF PIO/MCAG
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NOW OPEN | Heroes Lounge at Davao
International Airport

- Alin Bentizge

The HEROES LOUNGE at Davao International Airport is now open for all personnel of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP), Philippine Nationat Police (PNP), Philippine Coast Guard (PCG),
Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP) personnel and their dependents travelling with
them (must present dependents ID).

The lounge opens at 6AM and closes at 9PM daily and serves free coffee and snacks.
Uniformed personnel must just show their ID at the frontdesk upon entry.
The same lounge is alsc available at NAIA Terminal 3.
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS | Soldiers Receive 3000 Protective
Eyewear for Combat

© Alvin Sandiago

L

Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero (right) through Secretary
of National Defense Delfin Lorenzana (third from left), receives the protective eyewear from Mr.
Sabin Aboitiz (second from left) who donated a fotal of 3,000 for soldiers in combat operations in a
handover ceremony Monday at the DND Social Hall. (Photo by SN Donald Viluan/PACAFF)

CAMP GEN. EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD) — The Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) through the Department of National Defense.(DND) received the second batch of protective
evewear meant for soldiers engaged in combat operations on the ground.

Secretary of National Defense Delfin N. Lorenzana and AFP Chief of Staff General Rey Leonardo
Guerrero recefved the Deita Plus safety glasses from Aboitiz Foundation, Inc. led by Mr. Sabin
Aboitiz ina ceremonial handover ceremony held January 15, 2018 at the DND Social Hall,

S 700 pisces werd initially trned 6ver 6 soldiers in Marawi City at the'height of the baittis o

against Deash-Maute terrorists to protect frontline troops from eye injury resulting from [ED
explosions, debris, and shrapnel. A total of 3,000 safety eyewear were tumned over to the Philippine

Army for use of soldiers in combat operations.

“We in the Aboitiz Group appreciate very much the sacrifices made by our soldjers. We can never

_.thank them enough for their service and sacrifice that they have done for the country,” Mr. Aboitiz

said,

“On behalf of cur One Defense Team, | thank the Aboitiz Group for giving protective eyewear for our
frontiine troops... It should be noted that this donation demonstrates the strong cooperation and
collaboration that has always existed between the private sector and the government. Aside from
being a tangible and visible indicator of our joint efforts, it demonsirates our concern and love for our
valiant soldiers who continue to sacrifice their lives for our freedom and who continuously face

threats af sea and on fand "Lorenzana said.

The DND notes that in modern combat operations, the risk of soldiers incurring damage to their eyes
is very high, leading to either partial or total blindness or a lifetime of disability and suffering, not just
for the soldiers but for the families as well. This was evident in places like Marawi and in other areas

where soldiers operate.

The Aboitiz Group’s donation is not only timely but significant as well because it will augment our
current efforts to boost the AFP’s capability to conduct focused, surgical, and sustained military
operations. AFP PAG /| MCAG
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