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"{;'_;ay Maris .s M!allari

Defense Secretary Delfin

"'-;-Lo_renzana is pessimistic on the~
“prospect of resuming peace talks -
“hgtween-the government and the™

-Communist Party of the Philippines-
“New People’s:
-citing the group’s penchant of
“tdking advantage of the
. negotiations ko pursue their own
f._se}ﬁsh inferest.

" This, afler. CPP founding ...
chau'man Jose Ma.. Sison lashed ouf

at at Presxdent D&tfprte for “double—

e talks between “thém AN

< reported earliér.

.. Sison, inastatement, said that
-he is glad that Duterte, through
Presidential Spokesman Harry
-Roque, made if .clear that he
(Duterte) never had any intention

.- of meeting him in person for 2 one-

vy (CPPNPAY =

. 'un»one dtscussmn

“Of ‘course, wheﬁ I ﬂrst ‘vesd

: the’ report on Duterte *s interview
with Mindanews I had some

misgivings that he did not mean

“iyhat-We said-becarse o higoe
'naﬁsr:ety__ for saying one thing and
then ‘saying the opposite within'

short pericd and also because of
his arrogance and anger in setting
some absurd preconditions, like the
CPP and NFA humbling themselves

and capitulating to his tyrannieal ..

rule,” said Sison.

“Nevertheiess, in the 1nterest
o the. Flhpmo peopie andiin mys
“sineere wishi'to find a way forfthe :
" resumption of the GRP-NDFP

peace negotiations, I preferred to
give importance t¢ Duterte “s public
offer of a private conversation and

I agreed to meet him in & country -

near the Philippines,” he added.
Lorenzana scored Sison's

i

statement even 35 he expressed
pessimism on the possible positive
result of the meefing, if it pushes
through, citing the -CPP-NPA's iil
motives in talking peace.

anshowtohisp

that he -is still relevant,” said

-Lorenzana.

“But I don't think the peace

'_process will be resumed even after
the President dnd fié falks, Because .

let us always bear in mind that the
commnmst 2o to peace talks not

the defense chief added.
Lorenzana maintained that
peace to the CPP-NPA is when they
have totally won their so-called
revolutionary war fo institute a
communist government.
The defense chief cited the gains

#0f courseyrhewelcomes it
'because that is the only way he
or NPAterrorists ©
‘cadres recovered many barangays:

peace butifo gain:
“strategic and tactical advantage,”

Page: 3

of the commuinist gro'up during 'thé'__
resumption of peace talks in the'

‘early part of the Duf:erte'::

administration,
“For instance in the recent-z'

peace-talks-they were-successful E

in freeing 21 of their top leader,
from detention and their NPA

in the countryside. We got nothing,”
said Lorenzana. . °
“And yet when the President’

canceled the talks) we were . .

branded as antipeace,” he added.:

The President canceled the:
peace negotiations with.the CPPR:
NPA after-communist repsls
continued with their atrocities.
against government troops even.
while there were ongoing talks, The
last straw was the ambush againat
the Presidential Security Group:

- (PSG} in Arakan, North Cotabato

last July.
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: Sgbmgto
 said, adding that. ﬂ1e attacks wouldtar- b
“wel b

- Duterte dzrecte& anew I:he mlhtary and
police to be vigilant and show no mercy
against groups out to destabilize the
country.

“My guidance to the security forces,
the. Armed Forces of the Philippines and
the Philippine National Police, is that.in
this matter of security against terrorism,
it wili be no quarters asked, no quarters
given,” he said.

Amid fears that he might expand
the declaration of martial law ali ever
the country, Duterte bragged about
how martial law in Mindanac has
helped the peace and crder situation
in the region.

Meanwhile, the m;htary is trying to
validate intelligence information that a
Malaysian militant leader survived the
defeat of an Islamic State-linked siege
and is helping restart efforts to establish
an extremist alliance, a military official

said yesterday.

*'Brig. Gen Cifilito Sobéjana said troops

were irying to validate reports that Amin
Baco was wounded during the siege of
southern Marawi City but managed to
escape to Sulu, where he is hiding with
Abu Sayyaf militants.

Rebel leader Yusop Jikiri of the
More National Liberation Frant, which
has a peace treaty with the govern-
ment, told The Associated Press that his
group received information that Baco
is being protected by Abu Sayyaf com-
mander Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan, the
Malaysian militant’s Filipino father-
in-law, in the mountains off Sulu’s
Patikul town.

Sawadjaan is a notorious kidnapper
linked to several abductions of foreign
tourists.

“We also got that information and
we're validating it,” Sobejana said. "Our
efforts against this group have been re-
]entiess - Wlfh AY

ot b e R it . g e
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SolGen: ML extensnon m Mmdanao has

validbasis

By Christopher Licyd Caliwan

MANILA -- Solicitor General Jose Calida on Wednesday said that the one-year extension of
martial law and the suspension of the privilege of writ of habeas corpus in Mindanao has
factual basis, adding that there is nothing to fear as it does not suspend the operation of the

Constitution.

Calida also told Supreme Court (SC) magistrates during the continuation of the oral
arguments on the petitions against the extension of martia! law in Mindanao that President
Rodrigo Duterte has not viclated any of the safeguards in the Constitution in his bid to quel!

terrorism in the Muslim region.

"All the petiticners are haunted by the ghost of martial law past. There is no reason for them
to feel that way,” Calida told the Court.

He likewise said that the petitioners failed to prove that Congress acted in grave abuse of
discretion when it granted the request of President Duterte to extend martial law in
Mindanao as well as demonstrated that there was a clear breach of the Constitution in such

a move.

‘Even as the leadership of the Mautes was decimated in Marawi, the rebellion in Mindanao
persists as the surviving members of the militant group have not laid down their arms. The
violence commitied by the other groups such as the BIFF, AKP, ASG, D Maguid, DI

Torayfie is part of the equation,” Calida told the high court.

e said these armed groups should not be taken lightly as they are also capable of
conducting weli-coordinated mass casuaity attacks to overthrow the present government

and establish an Islamic state or wilayah in Mindanao.

Calida said the New People’s Army had also been iaunching offensive operations and that it
had forged a common front with these armed groups to remove the allegiance of Mindanao

to the duly-constituted government.

"Public safety inevitably requires the extension of the proclamation of martial iaw and the
suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in Mindanao. The danger and risks
the DAESH-inspired local terrorist groups and the NPAs pose cannot be discounted. The

[®
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extension of martial law will necessarily address the rebellion being waged by these groups,
which launched attacks from areas they control inside Mindanao,” he explained.

Calida further argued that none of the petitioners had been able to show proof to dispute the
security assessment made by the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine
National Police showing that rebellion still existed in Mindanao.

He said that this year, rebel groups conducted 43 attacks using rmprovzséd 'expioswe
devices and kidnappings which resulted in the killing of eight civilians, three of whom were .

| mmerc;iessly beheaded.

"Even as the petitioners have joined cause to dispute the actions of President (Rodrigo)
Duterte and Congress, their reasons for disputing the sufficiency of factual basis of the
extension appear {o be a function of their demographic,” Calida said.

"The petitioners bear the burden of proof that the rebellion has been quelled,” he added.

Also present during the oral argument on Wednesday was Maj. Gen. Fernandc Trinidad,
deputy chief of staff for intelligence of the Armed Forces presented data to back the
government’s position that martial law was still necessary in Mindanao.

Trinidad told the justices that terroristic activities in southern Philippines did not end when
the government won the war on the Islamic State-linked Maute Group in Marawi City in

October last year.

"The scourge being brought by the communist rebels, the Abu Sayyaf group, and the

presence of remnants, protectors, supporters and sympathizers of the DAESH poseaclear

and present daﬂger to ‘fhe natuonai secunty and hmderthe facxhtatlon of rehabn!ztatfon

economic deve%opment and prosperlty in Mmdanao " he toid the ngh Court

"Considering the magnitude of scope as well as the presence of rebel groups in Mindanao,
public safety remains in danger and the security of Mindanao is at stake. As it is, the AFP is
appealing for the extension of martial law and the suspension of the prlvnege ofthe writ of
._'.___-habeas Corpus for one year ! the AFP ofﬂc;a! expfa!ned L

48 forelgﬂ terrorxsts in Mmdanao

Trinidad bared that foreign terrorists have in fact arrived in Mindanao and are now actively
paricipating in fraining recruits.

The AFP official said 15 terrorists from Indonesia and Malaysia entered Mindanao last
November to join the Daesh-inspired group in Saranggani while 16 other Indonesian
terrarists entered Mindanao to provide assistance and training to Abu Sayyaf Group in

Basilan and Lanao def Sur.

Just earlier this month, he said an Egyptian national profiled as a terrorist was also
monitored to have entered southern Philippines.

Trinidad said there were presently about 48 foreign terrorists in Mindanao.

Trinidad said that while the numbers of terrorists had been whittled down, recruitment had
boosted their numbers to almost 400, "almost the same number that initially attacked

Marawi,
N

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopls. S&ciing the land




= 2submitted forresolution-in:a:30-day.deadling - (PNA).;

Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

The AFP official said the new recruits are undergoing training on marksmanship, urban
attacks and production and use of improvised explosive devices.

This figure, he stressed, is “almost the same strength” as the groups that attacked Marawi
City in May last year.

Trinidad said Isnilon Hapilon and the Maute brothers may have died in battle, but there were
new leaders who emerged from the ranks of the terrorist groups - including the founder of

Khalifa Islamiya, a Filipino terrorist based in Indonesia and another F:ilpmo terrorist who -

 came from Syria.

"The magnitude as well as the presence of rebel groups endangers the public safety,” he
told the justices.

Calida said.the information from the AFP only proved that the ex’rensron of mamai law in
“Mindanao had sufficient factual basis as required in the Constitution.” '

The top government counsel urged the SC to upholid the martial law extension, saying
petitioners have failed to present facts to overturn its presumption of constitutionality.

The Court is hearing the oral arguments on the four consolidated petitions against the
martial law extension, filed by the congressmen led by Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman et al;
another group led by Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Zarate and Anakpawis Rep. Ariel Casilao, et
al: former Commission on HMuman Rights chair Etta Rosales; and a group led by Christian
Monsod, one of the framers of the Constitution.

The oral arguments ended on Wednesday afternoon with all parties ordered to submit ihelr

““respective memoranidum on Jan. 24, Wednesday at' 4 p m. before the case woliid be ey

70
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Military claims there are 48 foreign terrorists in Mindanao

The government has monftored_48 foreign terrorists operating and recruiting in Mindanao, the
military told the Supreme Court on Wednesday.

Maj. Gen. Fernando Trinidad. Armed Forces of the Philip ines deputy chief of staff for

---§nte’¥Ifdéﬁc':’e;"'éi'éic_f thatthere has been an “influx” of foreign terrorists, "in the quise of tourists
and businessmen,” in the southern Philippines,

At the resumption of oral arguments on the extension of martial law, Trinidad made a
bresentation to iu_stifv the AFP's request for a vear-long extension.of -martia_i-- law-in Mindanao."

Four petitions have heen lodged before the SC clajmihg President Rodrigo Duterte's request for a
year-long lacks factual basis.

The petitioners raised that, foliowing military statements that they are fighting only "remnants” of the
terrorist groups, mifitary rule is not needed in Mindanao for another year,

He said that, last November, 15 terrorists from Indonesia and Malaysia entered Mindanao to
augment the Maute terrorist group in Sarangani. In December 2017, another 16 Indonesians
entered the country to train the members of the Abu Sayvaf groups in Basilan, and Maute

Group in Lanao de! Sur.

ptian national aiso entered the

" In Januiary 2018, Trinidad said that it was repored that an &
country,

The new recruits, said Trinidad, are being trained in tactics and marksmanship, while these who
displayed advanced skilis are undergoing training in making IEDs and in urban operations. _ o

 He added that there are ahout 400 terrorists in Mindanao. Around the same mimficre that
mounted the Marawi siege in May 2017 although the government had initially estimated the
number of terrorists in Marawi at 50-100 during the eariy days of the siege.

"Abu Sayyaf groups, in the presence of remnants, supporters. protectors and sympathizers of
CAESH (another term for the islamic State of irag and Syria, IS18), pose a clear and present danger
to nationa! facilitation of rehabilitation, recovery and reconstruction in Marawi, anc hinder peace in

Mindanao,” Trinidad said.

He appealed to the SC to uphold the granting of the year-long extension in Mindanao so that the
AFP "can hasten accomplishment” of the agency's mandate to secure Mindanac

The SC continues its oral arguments on four consolidated petitions chaflenging the constitutionality of
Duterte's martial law extension in Mindanao on Wednesday.

2]
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4 NPAs kilied

FQUR members of the New People’s Army (NPA) were reportediy killed vesterday in an
encounter with the soidiers of the 28th Infantry Battalion in Sitio Palo 2, Bara ngay Maravag,

Lupon, Davao Oriental.

Capt. Andrew Linao; the civil-military operations {CMG) officer of 701st infantrv Brigade, foid ™
TIMES that around 1:30 p.m,, government troopers conducting combat operation in the area
‘encountered at least 20 members of the Pulang Bagani Command (PBC) 8 of the NPA's
Southern Mindanao Regional Committee (SRMC).

Linac said the flreﬂght lasted for about 10 minutes.

Four bodies were recovered by the government soldiers. No casualty was reported on the
government side,

Troopers also recovered one M16 rifle, four short firearms and one improvised explosive
device {IED), subversive documents, nine rice containers, four backpacks and other NPA

personal belongings.

Meanwhile, a soldier was wounded in the encounter in Sitio Banban, Barangay Lumiad,
Paguibato District on Monday morning.

Wounded was PFC Ryan Millet, a member of the 16th Infantry Battalion. He wes hitinhisleft

thlgh

Lt Fan Caio;:aez, head of combat patro! cteanmq operation sald thev encountered
undetermined communist terrorists, under Ka Jingaoy of PRC 1 at 11:40 a.m.

The encounter lasted for 40 minutes:
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By: Frances Mangosing-Reporter

Rockx& ell Ryan Ripperger of Stephen Speaks (center) ho]ds a press CG‘lfel ence on Wednesday. Jan.
'17.2018. at the headquarters of the Philippine Army in Taguig. With him is Lt Col. Ra} Tlongson
An.ny Sp@l\ﬁbp@l SOH {Ph()t@ b\/ FRAT\ CES 1\4 HL}\:GOSNG INQL ERER I]Bt) S S A SR s

Amenican singer-songwriter Rockwel] Ryan Ripperger of Stephen Speaks is in the Philippines te lend

his talent to do a benefit shows to help wounded soldiers from the five-month battle in Marawi,

Ripperger said he wanted to do something for & » country that helped his music career. A portion of the

proceeds from his shows will go to the wounded soldiers.

“It's all over the news.” he said in a press conference held Wednesday at the Philippine Army
headquarters in Taguig. “When I was 2 kid. the Philippines helped me launch my music career and
was so supportive of me. and we wanted to do something. a benefit. 1t's the least I could do to help

out — give a little back to a country that has given me so much. I'm honored to be a part of it. 10 help

out,”

9%




‘Alive to Fight’
If there's any song that he would dedicate to the wounded troops, Ripperger said it would
be one from his upc_oming album, titled “Alive to Fight.”

~«J¢'g about struggle and-getting-through:™ he said.*The-album’s not out-yet..I alSOWANNE oo e

make a video with footage of Marawi efforts.” |
Lt. Col. Ray Tiongson, Armty spokesperson, said there were still 96 wounded soldiers
confined at the Army General Hospital in Taguig City and the V. Luna Medical Center in

Quezon City.

-#Definitely.-it- will boost their morale and it will relaly help them recover fast so they could
g0 back to their unit and serve our country,” Tiongson said. R
Ripperger also congratulated the Filipino soldiers for liberating Marawi City after five
months of gunbattle.

“Thank vou guys for fighting. Thank you for sacrifices,” he said. "W hen ‘Alive to Fight’
comes out I hope that inspires you. I hope it resonates with what you're doing tp keep the
country free. I've seen the footage and the news. It's been a struggle. You emerged

victorious... 1 hope my music can bring you some comfort, courage and some joy.”

Catch Stephen Speaks’ shows at the following dates:
Tan. 18: SM City lloilo 4 pan.

__Jan. 19: University of San Agustin Gymnasium in lfoilo -
L Jam 21 Meet with the local musicians 5 pm (ool o e
GG 8 TR oo s 0 S

Feb. 10: Playback Music Festival (Manila)
Feb. 14:; Boracay
Feb. 17: Fort Bonifacio




