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6 wounded, as troops fight first clash with

Rators
FRR AR b
Posted at Jan 21 2018 12:08 AM | Updated as of Jan 21 2018 12:52 AM

Government troops clashed briefly with pro-Islamic State militants in the volatile south on Saturday,
the army said, in their first engagement since the government retook Marawi city in the country's
-biggest battle since World War Two........ oo e

Army spokesman Major Ronald Suscano said six soldiers were wounded in the encounter.

The clash erupted after government forces encountered about 10 members of the Maute group in a
district in Lanao de! Sur, a stronghold of the rebel group, which has pledged allegiance to Islamic
State, Suscano said in a statement.

The military in October declared victory over the Maute group, which seized control in the southern
city of Marawi on May 23, after killing the remaining militants, including a few foreign fighters.

More than 1,100 people, including 165 scldiers, died in the five-month confiict.

The siege of Marawi, the country's biggest security crisis in years, has stoked wider concerns that
Islamic State loyalists have Jearned how to thrive in impoverished Mustim areas of the istand of
Mindanao and use its jungles and mountains as staging posts to launch attacks.

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has extended martial law for ali of this year in Mindanao, an
island he called a "flashpoint for trouble™ and atrocities by islamist and communist rebels.

(Reporting by Karen Lema, Editing by Willam Maclean) e
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JCI treats Marawi soldiers to day of wellness

49 pm

By Marilyn Galang January 21, 2018, 5:

FORT RAMON MAGSAYSAY, Palayan City, Nueva Ecija -- A group of young people treated members
of the Special Operations Command (SOCOM) here for a day of weliness on Saturday.

initiated by the Junior Chamber International-Golden Grains Chapter (JCI-GG) in Cabanatuan City, the
gesture was to thank the soldiers for their sacrifices in liberating Marawi afier a five-month siege by

Islamic extremists.

"They got so much siress in Marawi it s about time we pampered them as a way to thank them" JCLGG

cedspresident Ervine Garla Abesamis said.o v

The weliness day for the soldiers began with a fun-filled Zumba session at the SOCOM Special Forces
School here.

| Abesamis said the soldiers who had joined the government security forces in the153-day Marawi crisis

. were also given free manicure and massage therapy by weliness professionals. .. .. .

The .a'ct'i'vi‘.zy Wés done in éobperafion with the"pro'vi.nb'ial' government of Nueva Ecija, particularly the
Provincial Manpower Training Center and the Office of the Governor.

A Dagupan City-based fraternity also joined the activity, which also featured the military band performing
love and patriotic selections as they shared food in a boodle fight.

Goods, including sacks of rice, were likewise raffled off for the soldiers.!lt was the first time the JCI
Cabanatuan City ventured into this kind of service, according to Abesamis.

"It was touching to mingle with people whom you know dedicatedly fight for your safely, for the freedom of
your beloved country,” she said.Capt. Regidor Duidulao, who led a team of over 70 soldiers, said such
treatment from the JCI speeds up the wounded soldiers' recovery. Duidulao, himself, was hit by shrapnel
from a Maute-planted bomb. He said the gratefulness being expressed by some people affirms the
soidiers' feeling that they did the right thing in Marawi.

"Thank you. This is a big help that boosts the morale of our soldiers because the troops have some bad

experiences in Marawi. With this kind of activities, we are reminded that what we did was for the sake of
our nation,” he said. (PNA)
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Pres. Duterte welcomes two NPA
surrenderees

Januvary 21, 2018, 945 am

DAVAQ CITY -- President Rodrigo Duterte on Saturday vowed an inclusive government for all as he
welcomed two New People’s Army (NPA) rebel returnees.

During the presentation of the NPA rebels at Matina Enclaves here, the chief executive pledged that NPA
surrenderees would be welcomed and accepted.

President Duterte expressed his gratitude to the two former rebels for deciding to surrender to
government.

At the same time, Duterte appealed to the former NPA members for their continued support to his
administration.

For his part, the president assured the rebel returnees of government’s protection and assistance as they
begin to immerse in the civilian way of life.

In previous statements, President Duterte had urged members of the NPA to surrender, vowing to provide
them with houses and jobs.

. He earlier declared that it Is his obligation to protect the rebels who will surrender to the govermnment. ...

“ 7 Each of the formier rebels was given a transitory hoUsing tnit; cash and financial assistarioe, food packs, ™ 75

and a smart phone,

Meanwhile, President Duterte reiterated his desire for peace, noting that the war between the government
.and the communists has went on for an extended period of time.

According fo the President, the economy in Mindanao, as well as in the whole country, would improve. . .~ ..

. ..once peace is achieved. 0 L

He recalled that in his years as the mayor of Davao City, his friendship with the communist rebels was
forged by the shared experience of poverty.

The President referred to this as a common ground in understanding ideclogy and social issues.

Duterte however said that as a President, addressing the country’s national security is his top priority and
sought for the communists’ understanding. (PND)
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