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TARAGOZA, NUEVA ECUA
—lsabelita Paraton was seated
in the third row at ‘Nuestra
Sefiora de le Nieve Chapel, afew

" meters from the altar, when Fr
Richmond Niio stepped -out oo

LOERT R E JRRi(uRi

syagiendl LEE annegher

..'. -s.t'arr the & p.yn. Mass onSunday  le's bloodied body iying on

at Barangay Mavamot here.
Around 50
waited for

ments.

Thern chaos erupted as $hots

_tang out.

the 44-year-old
priest while he fixed his gar- God).

The cnarchgoers found Ni-

iromiar! Bhase on Sunadat evening in Zaragona,
Ans enBnre glimpaniloininge couniey.

the
floor, near a tarpaulin heaving

parishioners  the [vrics of the Mass hymn

“Papuri sz Divos" (Glory to
“Father Nilo walked to the
altar and was just standing
there when shots were fired We
did niot see who fired 2 guribe-

cause we all dronped to aur

knees in fright” saig "ﬂaz‘aton' '
‘Mayamor viliage chajr, &
Then:she heard:peopls
i Father;si Father binari
{(Father Nilo hag been srwﬂ” .she

priest of St Vincent. Ferrer..
“Church. had never been contro-

ersial like Pr. Mark
diFs Marcelito: Pa;ez,

in an ambusk on Der 5 25 iR
jaen  town,  Nuoewva = Eéjja
province - : -

Vists : :
- Nentura, 77, was murde*ed

* said. - after celebrating Mass in Gat-

The attack shotkeé i"és'%'—'

taran towr, Cagavan province,

dents whe said Niio, parish -on April 2¢. Paez. 72, was killed

College o*’ the’ Immacuiate Con
teption in Cabanatuan City he:
fore e was given the ua:'agnza
assignment. He also served
as financial administrator | g




condemnec‘-

gins ese
C

e murder and the l:‘?{:rlmil;

vmlence ang culture of im-
punity in the country, even
agazing: belpless dergymen,”
"N priest, and no human
' beiﬁlg'fs. mafier,
1o be killed with urter brutality.
disrespect and impunity.” Ca-
banatuan Bis%‘np Sofronic Ban-

that

cud saic in & STAIETHENT,
“Tyiests, however imper- -

fecr, are God's gifts to His

~Churck and we-are-dury-bound -

te respec: rhemas ambas-
sadors for Shrisy” Bancud said.

"o kil w priest then for
0T CAUSE 15 DO
and inhuman:
ing,” he added.
presican-
= Harm Rogue

ondv unchrisne

alsr un-F

degervas”

Ay

HTETYPHINTO

-z brutaiv killed
Ch ndemn this
i saic the

Taco”

=

ourragenusl

get
Zhir pres J..‘st Arch-
“hizhorn Romule

Valier csEl‘W‘ n‘F’C ‘{"O the po-

WHAT WERT BEFORE

Theee DUEETE Ny DEET i)
over The past s manihs,

O gl 4 "l“" Fr. iarcete
ot Pags Th was shot dead by

metoroyzie-rfing mer white be

was driving his venisie in Jaer.
towrn, Mueve Ecija province, He
digc atr the hospital i San
Leonardc

Pasz. 2 retirer priest who

gwrvedithe Diorese ot Sandose;-

Myuevs Eoiia for 32 vears had fz-

cilitatec the releases of 2 politca:
delamnes.

He woas 2 coordinator of the
Rural Miss:o es o the Phiiip-

pines ir ’“en'f‘ Luzon and had
beer. z poitica: attivist since the
martia’ izw yearsunder then.
‘President Ferdmand Marcos.
Ors Lprii 25 2015, Fr. Mark
Antnony Yerture I7, wat
gunaec gowt aTer saying Mas:

- Gartarar towe, Ceoavan
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£ Chitese coast
guarg wessel ap-
sroaches & bance
owned by Filiping
fishermah Yovoy
Rizo! before
getting & porton
of the Filipinos’
catch. The photo
wag taken iast

May:25-by:Nesjoy-

Razol, the son of
he:fisherman;.

3
b

By ALEXIS ROMERD

China is in contral of Pane-
tag o1 Scarborough Shoal off
Zambales and its coast guards
are seizing the best catck of
Fiﬁpinn fishermen.

e Romel Cejuelara Filipie fishe
. ETTAT raised t

aumqarmr‘ at

idalacanang in & briefing organ-
jzed vesterday by presidential
sran Harre Rogue.
Ther would check our con-
tainers and pick our best catch,
We car't o anvthing ” Cejuela
sak! in Filipino.

“We are just ryving tc getalong.

11\

Ri%
2

vield, we will end up like crushed
cans,” he saic.

Cejueia said Chinese onast
guard personmelwould give them
noodles, cigarettes and water in
exchange for their catcl: but these
are nor enoughto feed the families
of fishermen.

safiffeal -ilﬂ& eEsRot:t) ffi@}"ﬁxb{ﬁ’-“-’i :r-ha’v £ s

Theirshipsarehs n‘e Mhatcanwer

do a« fishermen? ]

il [ we refuse to e

_Turnto Page 10

£y
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1o acvepl it. They are the.ones
in power there;”he added. |
“Asked who heithinks is
in control of Panatag, Shoal,
Cejueia replied: “Sa fiigin ko
ngavon, parang Tsine po v {1
think.it's stilt- China)” Cejuela
said prdy small hoats are al-
jowed to enter the shoal.
Located 124 nautical miles
from the nearest point in Zam-
bales, Panatag Shoal, also
known as Baio de Masinioc, is
traditional tishi ngarea inrio-
cal fishermen. it s We 1 awithin
the Philippines’ 200-nautical
mile exclusive economic zone.
& Ul-backed arbitration
court in The Hasgue, wmc?1

Panatag o Anr 10, 2012, when

rom arresting: LI
who had harves
smarine spedies.

aver the reel.
Ching ¢

ted ooeupyin

g

sureeilana s from Benmg
prevented the Philippine Navy
.”!m 5 rnoaduer
“snd angereﬂ g

The Philippines underfor—
mer presidern: Henlpno Aguino
IH ifled aiplomatic protests

over the inclden! hut was ig-
nored b \_n‘ﬂb

Months Digtorie as-
sumed office in 20« officials
sai¢ Chine Filipinu

fishermen ¢ e shoal
bacause o b i
fwraey vianile a

CIIng.
Fowevon & TV ashwork re-

leased last week s wideo showing

members oF the Chinese coast

guard takine away the catch of

‘of harassment happen

“Cetuela said.

“We are 111@? getting along

with them. They rmgha drive us
away again if we refuse to give
them oty caich,” he added.

cident
ed in
December, whertithe Chinese

Leiuela said an i

confiscated the Filipine fishor

men's spear-gun.

“Inagawan sile ng pana, may
dain si ﬁ?!f' sandate neon, pes
hingi naman sila #inuiukan (The
Chinese touk away their arrow.
The Chinese had weapons but
thev did not point: i the WLEpOIS
at *i‘ae Flipinos),” he said.

A reporter asked Cejuele ic
elaborate on the incident
Rogue stopped him, saying the
questior. had been answered.

Cejuels urged the mediz not
i sensationalize reports abow

egash-i

invalidated Beijing = Tune-
15 ernearly

“the entire South 'Chirla Sea
deciared Panatag 2 commeoen
fishing ground, with no coun-
try ha\?mf- sovereignty over it

The Chinese have also cre-
ated an ertifical island.on

Pangamban or Mischiel Reef
nd fardd

&
Philippines sovereign rights

B Helvwe can eltivedidnot

'ioca} T T TR Capi g - (s Raa A

ha'moruu Ii DI'IL‘J

Ho harassment?
Ever if the Oniness were
getting par of Hhetr caten, Ce-

]ueia saic he does not consider
sment.

the ac . form of ] %
207

’rhg

totally understand each other,”

T agars from fishin

-a,ntu

. 5 : 23
-=-should-]v stwailfor ’fhc -ﬁs’w e

Parialag Shoal as e expresset™

mightbar B
Cintheares
“We rmght not be able to
Panatag “Shoal again,
Cur families would go hunrrﬂ
again.” he added.

He zlso urged the govern-
ment o ask Ching to Bt the
achons of ite coas\ vhard in tm

fears ma’r China

will provide them.” he said.




The catch ssized micently by

"the Chinese cost about P4,000
*“Le add&a

Another fisherman, 46-vear-

old Yovoy Rizol, also talked
about Chinesebullving at Pan-
atag in an interview with The
STAR in Infants, Pangasinarn.
~Hesaici Chinesecoastguard on
rubber boats appm'ached them
and got some 25 kilograms of
‘their catch. The inciderd nap-
pened last Way 25,
_ Roque said ‘the actions of
" the Thinese coast guard were
“unacceptable” hut insisted
that the conditions of Filipinos
" at Panatag Shoal are better
thar: during the previous ad-
ministration.

Lip claimed that the Philip-
pines had already informes
China about the harassment of
Filipine fishermen as far back
as Decernber

+We-carpotaccept:this. situa:
Hor. We will-Hgit for the righ
S ot fshetren iaecausm szva
an agreement fwith China). We
ex poc { Ching o comply with the
agreement, They {Cninese coast
s } should not seize even &
ilo of fish (from Filipino fishwr-

men),” Roghe said.
”Bu e ﬁmemten said ouwr

il GH ’ez as}rauee
it allow
he atided
Throu chou
Rogue sept T p -ating that
Filipin s nows fish at the
shoal beoouse he Duterte
admints e movee o senk
warmer does with China.
He zaid che Chinese had
refused o leave Panatag Sheal
al*u ACUIND nfsnmved
ship BET Srew orie i Pilar in
the area
“The
the fis!

and othe

: tnc‘v_ "i"im

Crunes:

to addyes
Chinesa. ‘%-‘w i
inis iam-@ th-

e aaé.resse:d
':hi"n : mﬂ

il tarole response-ves

The Sindanpen isa 44-meter

When fishermen do noi si
ory PCG vessel at:Panatag “it
i herause it was in Kalavaar
tsiand,” Basiliosaid. '

A wesgsel of the Burcau o
Fisheries.and Aguatic Resours-
es (BFAR) awould sometime:
assist the PCC.ih patrolimy’
Panatag Sheal... .

“if ?{ ix thewish of the Presi-
dent that woincrease thf fum-
DeEr o

the Wast Philiopine Sea.
we wold de“im more sh
i the area,” Bastlio sirossec.

“We are cauious bocauss v
might be adding more sirar ©
the situation # we would pat e
Aitiona shipe o Hhe aes,

10 BN

trecopmize that President Duiert

has & good mpport with Chnes:

Presicient X Jinping,” he added

He alan recalied ont fsher
F23

2EV

TSR AR
avoid tensiorn

Uf*n acting sp OKes-
Basilin,
Have one

naar Carit
aumjh&

Ve

Nraanwhile

L Dm Robredn TC"'\GWLC v
dav her callfo the acmimistre-
ufn“ ic condnuc asser ;1115, e
ire's x(werulf"n;; r: the
\’xc"* Philippine. Sea. - Witi"
Helen Flores, Evelyn haca-

1, Eva Visperas

s
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Former ‘MNational Security
Adviger Roilo Golez spenthis
last ‘hours on Monday Ge-

fending the Philippines’

sovereignty in the South Chi-
na Sea.

In an interview on dzRE
tadic early op  Monday,
which he also posted live on
his Facebook page. Golez
jormer thilppmh Navy D"ﬂ-
cer and rmember of the House

True patriot

"We lost g true patriot. He
was an indefatigabie defend-
er of the West Philippine

Sea.” acting Chief Justice An-

tonio Carpio said in 2 text
. messsge, using the  local
“natne O the waters within
the . Phlhppmes Aroskilome-.
ter exclugive sconomic zone
in the South China'Sea.

"He embraced lawfare as &
peaceful means of asserring
our sovereign rights in the
West Philippine Sea. His
death: strengthens our resolve
1o carry on,” Carpio said.

The Armed Forces of the
Prilippines  mourned the
death of the former naval of-
ficer, whe was also a gradu-
atr of the US Naval Academny
in Annapolis, Marviand,

ALl SEATEIRE DL Enls

~piRepresentativessurged the
.. Duterte administration to be
“fransparentin-ite -deallngss

with-China, following & series
of aggressive moves by Bel-
jing in the South Ching Ses,
inginding deploying weapons

_ing long-range by

the Spratly lslands and land.
1bers on
fheiParacel

iy Chlpeiag ST R T

countrv s within the planes’
fighiting range.

Golez also spoke shout
the Filipinos' concerns over
the landing of a Peopie's Lib-
eration Army Air Force frans-
port plane last week in Davac
City, President Duterte’s
hometown.

ABS-CBN said ANC was
supposed to interview Goler
early Monday about the
Seuth China Sea dispute. but
the interview {ell through be-
cause Golez "felt unwell.”

Golez died hours late:, ac-
cording to his son, Paranague
Vice Mayor Rico Golez He
Wwas 71.

on reefs claimed by Manila in. e &

derarc A'evalo spokesper-
Ssoriforti e il nany adigs
Goler was “a sailor, @ patriot,
and a public servant whose
contributions to the Filipino
nation and its people extend-
ed throughout his lifetime ”

Ser. Francis Pangilinan,
president of the op‘msition

piberal=Ps

~Goler fas i Mtrie freedom
fighter, being one of the few
sohic voices defending the
country's territorial righes.” f

')

Indarsitohlo




BY WCH’“E*‘ ;’UNC’NGB‘“’M Aviation Authority of the Phil-

The country’s defense éhief
had no prioy know-e&ge wt
the landing and refueling of 4
Chinesy milirary aircraft iast
Cweekcinlavao -Cit}\_-‘. i
T anly learned about’it
when ‘the plane had ‘already
mnaed Semebody irsformed

* Defense wec*etar‘i Delfin
mron:?m( told repurters ves-
erday at Camp Agamaidg in
’)ucxﬁ” Cihe

Bui he t"*qaed the Chinese
milifary transp sircrab did
st land in Davae i without
notice oy prior coordination
-«-i-‘r\. cone :zod :u‘t}ﬂﬂ"uea.

ci'ced

':‘-OU} Cil}."i::'it'?-.- e i

1}‘7 nines (CAAF), w ’HL. is
"ihe agency in charge of our

airspace.” He explained there
was nothing wrong i/ the Dre-
“pariment of f National Defense
-and the Departmeni.o: Foreign
Affairs had notbeeninft armed
ot the landing,

“Sa there was conrelination
v land in Devac o refuel”

he added. noting that the

Chinese aircraft was en roude
from Australia and there was
nothing tnusual with § omg_h
planes fanding in the cou ‘
forefucl

Son. Panfile Lacson sui
wanted {0 know ¥ prow
fad been broken in the
dend.

17Ci-

The senater said & request
tex land must first be made
{'hmugh Propey divplematic
channels before such is for-
warded to the DND for ac-
Homn.

-#lEthese protocols were: foi

"kmec: T iha Chinese’ mzhtarv

diteraft there isno reason whv
our concamed agencies shuuld
not make punbc the same,”
Lacsom sad,

He warned tat being silent
or vague on the issuc would
orlv raise moere questions.

“If such protocol was not
obhserved, and worse, if our
concernen officiais were noet
ever aware untt sucn Chinese
military airerafl had already
ianded, then we acted ke &
provinee of CThina rather than
ar inceonenaont

he sends them to their
defending the West Fhilip-

anc ‘i(‘ \’EIC}C’H

pine Sea. Lorenzans expiained
the commander-in-chief only
mean he did not want them
te gei massacred.

Bt he stressed the soldiers

“follow #he-chainof command

andwoud camav obevordere

to defend the countr v,
“if given orders, we al-

waye foow. H's our mutitare.”
Lorenzana. & fermer Army
officer, nointed ot
o order o stop
natrod
Yv sald Presiaent Driterte
is an inweligens person and nas
& deep grasp of the situafion

nence | lomahc "'iar"’.uﬂ"‘"
of the Vst Philipr
gituation.

~sate)”

‘Lacson said.

THERIEGTeTerated R W R

T
its military i}uii .mp ins thwe West
Philippine Sea.

“1 don’t think China will

-4 S

invade us,” he {oid report-
er: 1 reaciion o ¢ clatement

Jeékend urging the
gOVernmen i prepate 4 (on-
tinpency plan for 2 possible
Chinese nvasior. -

Lorenzana 8aic wars of con-
cuest are ¢ thing of the past.

“Even if Chine is ¢ super-
pavwer, i's never been its habit
toinvade other countrios. Bven
irstheir her da} during ancient
times, wien they were pow-
erful in Asiz, thev had never
seized lands " ne said in a mix
of Filipino and English.

He added Vieinam and
the Korear peninsala were
closer to Chine bul did not get
invaded.

The Chinese, Lorenzana
maintained, “are trving their
bestto become also & good and
regpectable superpower 50 1
don’t think thev will invade

‘the Philippines ”

On Presiden: Dhlerto’s con-
trorcersial staternsni that the
military would oust him if

iHinpine Sea, contiaTy
tc clatme by hagdaie Rep.
Gary Alsjana,

Lmr*m_anu alsc sald he is
i country is nesy

the

the isgue,
said trade with Chine

mens” of
Fle

WAL

wher,

ir & moribund stato
Dutorte assumed the
presigency in 201o and the
Panatag (Scarborough; Shoat
was of lmits o tmmn{\ fish-
grmern

Moow, we sell our bananas
there, thev buy all ourbananas.
Their tourists here have dou-
bied,” Lorenzana said.

“Vye can Ash there and our
trovpere are ne longer ha-
rassed, ¢xoepl in oeng ven
isolated incident at Avungin
Shoal.” ne satd.

“So i tha mismanagsment”
We have manag ed it very
well through tne ‘Presideni’c
leaaers«h]j’.. It's nol misman-
agement.” he said, “It's the
previous aaminstration: which
misma R ol v

— With Paolo Romery, Pia
Lee-Brago i

death




“By Jeannette i, &ntirade ment of Nationa' Defense In  rassed by the Chinese in iy
@iiandradelN . Camyp Aguinalde, Lorenzang -Spratly Jslands.

S . siid “evervthing went chaotic”
Defense Sccretary Delfin Loren-  in the dispute under the Aguine “Very isolated incident’
zaka on Monday insisted ‘that  administration. “Today. we seli our bananas
Presidemt Duzerte was handling He pomted out that before  there {Chinas and they buy owr

rationtook  bananas. Tourists have fdoubiad

the Philippines’ maritime row  the Duterte admis
with Chine in the South Chine  over tne Philippines hed no  and we can fish there, Our troop:
Sew very well compured with the  trage  with  China, Chinese  are no tonger peing harassed, ex-
Aguine admimstration, which he  tounst: were not coming i Fil- cepr for tha: very isoluted inci-
saidd “mismanaged” the dispute. ipinos couit not fish ar Panatag dent at Avungin (Second Thomas
Speaking (¢ reporters after  {Scarboroush) Shoal, and Fil- Shoal)” Lotenzauz said.
flag-raising rites ot the Depart-  ipinc roops were being ha- He was referring to the he-

rassment of 4 Philipping Navvre-  wrolling the ‘West Philippine
stocking mission to the Filipino  Sez—waters within the couon-
garrison on the BRP Sierra Madre  trv's  270-kdlometer  exclusive

at Avungin Shoal on May 1. ECONCIIC zone in the South Chi-
 Referring to s claim by Mag-  nz Ses-—as claimed by Alejanc.
dals Rep. Gary Alelano, Loren- ~LOrenzans also said the mij-

-zang. denied- demoralization:in. tary wassstill verifyings reports=

..the military because of the Pres-. .- that Chinese’ coast Tuards werg

ident's weak respomse to Chi-  stealing Filipino fishermen's

na's militarization of the Soutk  caich at Panatag Shoal.

Chine Sea, sums of the complaining
He said Mr. Duterte never fishermer were in Malacafang

ordered the military to stop pi- o Mouday, NG sz‘
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f! {1 wasthe arevigus adminiciziys

1 Ahat mishandied thedisputs in he

I WestPhilinpine Sea [Sowth Chine

; Seal, not the Duterte administranon.
Defense Secretary Delfin Lotenzans

© dlaimed on Monday.

_ Inenowe conferenceafter ¢ fue-

| raising ceremony 2t Camo Acuinaic

: Quegon {rv Lorenzana msiseed

; nandiing o HneAqmm‘ administraiion

]i fed te the - chaotic” dispute,

i “We have managed it very wali
througt: the Presigdent ¢ jsadersivy,
i one who mismanaged It wirs fhe..

 happened inder the Dutérte i
“tration was the hovetingof d Chinese

The only harassment intident tha
dminis-

helicopter over Philinpine"i\!évf: fronper

“aboard a rubber boat, whickiwas on
- supply mission to Ayungir {Second

Toomas! Shoal, ltwasan |sﬂ§nted case”
D1e said,

“Se, L tiat m:’smanagemen:?'
Loranzans asket.
China will notinvade PH

Lorenzana alse dnwnfélayéd {afk that

ehinzwasouiteinvatehePhilipes

seadhingwentchaotichetoldinsiits
Lurenzana noted that when Presidsa

. ﬁl’f?\‘%ﬂﬂg aumm*’zrat ion \";DEFEI E’\"-‘ i

pines, a1 10es floated by forme E‘e”.s“...

Rodrigo Durerte assitmed the presi-
descy, the disputs between Mamiz one
Bedjing wi dose to boiling point.

" here. We were alse nof abie o fish
within Scarborough (Fanatae) Shea' 2ns

that we hac nc trades with Ching they
WeTeno;, purchesi v__pmcims a
Were A6 Chi

{the Tninese’ were farassing ovr troae:
‘ack then," the Defense chief expizinag
“Nows, they buy aff ow hanana. tie
“tourists here have doubfed, aac we car
fish there [ot Scarborongh:” he 2ddsc

“sacrtary Notberta

WHat we sav WTer WE B55mps 1o

“You know, although Thineis 2
superpower, it Is hotdh thelr caltne te
rvalis othe: conntries everin ancient
times,” Lorenzane aid. B

e, dos't hink they will invade
20t thﬂ are trving theirbest e pecoms

Lnrewaaa st Bt would be best if the

Philigpine: stuck te diplomalic op
Inaddsessing the isstes surrounding the
West Phitippin- Sea

"Weill: use diplomary, W iz hard powe:
whiie soft power s talking lo the (hinese”
Lorenzans rotec

Wizaliwiible, « muilti-secloral grouy
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mismanszged” he govern-
ment’s approach to ihe Wes!
Dhilippine See {WPE) dispuiz
nat Fresident Dulerie has
wnended to restorc goot rela
tionship with China. Defonse
Saerotaye Delfin Lorenzans saic
esierday.
LORERZANA o The Duterie adminigwration
mersly inherited the WPS contlics from the provic
ous adminisiration, he added.

Torenzana said when Mr Duierte #880MeG
offies in June iasl veal, 1snsion hetween Beijing

and.Manila. £

* The agiific administration

while Izade i ith Cimm was

|

iRing was N sarray-sinee -1 was nmmanageri‘ e

he ‘defense chief added.

Tonsion ernpied between {he Philippies and
Ching after .a standoff at the Panatag Shoal in
3012 wher Filipine troops attempted ww appre-
hand 2 Clinese fishing vessel caught poaching
off Zambales. )

Former President Aguino, however. ordered
the withdravwa! of Philippine ships in the area rwo
months after, woend the standof? but the Chinese
vessels had remained il now.

The aguing governmers subsegu?
rase againss Ching hefore the United Nations { :
backed Permaneni Gowrt of Arbiration (?Ld.: an
the erritorial dispute.

Tn 203, the PGA ruled in Zovor of the Philip-
pines bui M1 Duferie gecided 1o ss it aside for

Hy filed &

L

greatly voduced te 4AMUSL 28T
HemddsdChing
goumtry and Filipine fig erm.
Searborongh {Panatag) Shoal. aovernmpm tmupn
deplosed in the.ares were alse harassed, he added.
avorve we sell our bananas there, their tourists
_here Imw doubled, we chn fisk there and our
troops are nol harassed exeepi i thiat isolatec
incident in dvangin Shoal.” Mmen.ﬁam sa;d
ratmismanagemen i
Jwell through the D _.esaden 5 ea
said Lorenmana.
“For me. that 33 not m;smauagament The one
a mismanaged was the pre aviols wdminislyas v
dahil nag kd.[{ll}(i gulo rite dahil mismanaged {every

de__. hi

gepartolhisindependenidoreignpolicy o

in the Armod Perees of the Philippines (AFF)

the moment while restoring relations with Refjing

Solidiers motrale very high

Lovenzang also belied elaime by Magd alo party
list Rep, Gary Alejanc that there is demoralization

to ¢he DPucerte administration’s hendiing of the
VRS 15‘-[]9 :

QU ITGODS: are.in. very high. .

Furntopage 2




From page 1

morale.;ihev are doing their

couniries to have siopping over
in the couniry.
MDT or no MDT, if they need to

refuel theycan also refuel., in fact, -

.Jest to proteet our country. Now | -refu

the West Philippme Sea issue is
-gnother issue bui within AFP, our
seidiers morale is high ™ stressed
Lorenzana. _
Alejane «laimed denioralizs-
finn was caused hythe supposed

order by ‘the President to stop -

patroling the WPS

of St tf Gvn Canlita Galve: i
‘helied Alejane's information
supposedly m}u\t?i from senior
militare gificial. 0

“He {Duterte} . i et - e&en
mini that they [APP) stor pa-
wrolling that's why we are {eon-
dueting) ragular (patrols)there.”
Lorenzans said. .

Plane ianding
not unusual

Lorenzars also doused any
rregulariliesan.dhe June, ’l_ané
ng-of # Chinese cargo plant in

‘While he sdmitted that he
learied of the landing after the

fact, borenzana said the’Chinese

piane made pricr ceordination
with the (ivil Avietion Authoriry
of the Philippines{CAAP oy rhe

stopover,

refuel then ’f}v
en route to Cairns, Australia...

in Ja‘V"l(‘ 1o

upoen it return it will refuel
again, thet's the arrangement.
S¢ nuthing unusual there, other
counbries do thar also, ianding w
refuel.” Lorenzana said.
Lorenzana also stressed fhat
thers is no need for z Mugual
Defense Treaty {MDT), similar
1o the agreement with the Unjted
States. jor the aireraft of other

Wottd:We

us we can vefue! to other country

whern it Is necessary but we will
‘have prior coordination, that's
what they (Chiness) did,” he said.

. ‘No longer
-A18-focused

.Senap

Guard elsments boarding boats

of locsl fishermen.

“The Presiden; is the architen
ot our foreign policy. We are no
ionger Ui5focused. We ary now
gearing towards friendhv ties with
all nations™ ‘he said,

The Senate leader said the
Philippines’ assoeiation with the
Tinited States in the past made

the.-,,\coum;n AIORE R LALRETS s

of Japan during the Serond

“No L,mnmrr't m;mn iﬁ[‘ HIEEY

war, That iswhy we are exhsust-

ing all possible means 1o avoid
it from happening,” said Sotto.
He also appeaied t¢ media
and fthe public "not to swaliow
evervthing that doomsarers say.”
sMapdalespartyliseefv

i

“+Alejano has repestediy: claimed -

tha: Malacanang issned ¢ direc
tive Lo the AFP o coase pairnks
in WPS which Execvtnve and
defense cfficials deniad.
Alejano, a forme: Mavine
officer, stood by his claim: seving

it cxme from his sonrces i1 the
military.
sen. Panfile Lacson alsoc

called for more trangparens
on the report of the landing of &
Chinese military plan. ai Davac

o 'residant Yicente Sot-

“io Ili.alsc defended Mr, Duterte's
policy of maintaining friendly
ties with ‘Ching despite recent
reports abont Chinese Toast

figwnye

cofravemgieddi

Intermational Afrpor.
The reporbes fanding of Tlyush
in3l 78 operated by the Paople's

Liberation, Avmy came amid ..

purgeriad harassmern of Filipine
fishermen in the Scarborough
Shoal by Chinese Coasl Suards.

“Firgi; there are sirict iner-

aatiohally “ierepted sisndard
pro.,oeols te be followed befors
A SLaLe dzramft ana J assurne

'z @irspace.” he siid
in g text Tessage to chi Daile
Tribune. _

“Tor one, 4 requedt through
proper -diplomatic channsls s
made ‘beforehand, and the same
ie Jorwarded 1o the defense de-
pariment whe will either aporove
or reject such reguest,” saig
Lagson.

i sueh proincols were ful
lowed by the Chinese mili-
tary aircrafi. the senatar said
there’s ne resson why the

should not mke

“Bemz{ sitent or vmm on-this
issue will only raise more gues
tions. What could be worse is if
they did not ohserye such prowe-
COL, O Were not even aware uniil

i
such Chinese militars aireraf:
had alreadv }azmﬂu Then, we

ria rather than an mdt,pc
and sovereign state.” he said.
Palace offieials and Philin-
pine &ir Foree (PAF: Tasriest
Operations Groop in Senthern
Mindanao communder Lt Cof
Richi+: Pabiloniz claimed tha
ihe Chinese milizary planc oni
refuelied and ile landing had &
diplomatic ciearance.

No harassnent
on fighermen

igrest ineident as ]

aforeifin s
—adding the Chinese Coast Guard- -

1‘(:1aft is.4 lowed to-nse.

CONCREN &l gt}vemmezu uffiC;ﬂ.iH:_-:-

srEndEEH A SN EEN

ndem.f :
n, f‘nmﬂse aut

Presidential spolesman Hary
Roeguz, meanwliie, oo am:ed &
report.that Clinese Goast Guard..
personnel seined the catch of
Filipine fishermen 0 the Avungin:
shoal in May in violation of an,
ggreement berween the twe
nations allowing Filipinos wwo
figh there.

Rogue refused 1o desey

ibe the
SN, . -

gave the Filipino fishermen
noodles, cigarettes and witer in
exciiange for thair cach.

The fighermar. who appeared
with Rogue i the news byiefing.
suid they WETE POWEYINS' 1 stop

§ i Chmasg.
{ruard
ok

(Chinese Loss
paersommel) boara owr boie.
a2t where we Siote 4
take the best ones
de anyuing becausy el huge
vegsals are there” salo Romel
Celuela, one of the fishermen.
‘c-haveaddressed:
1 the Chiness und wr oz

W cannet

Steps e sTOR Ui 6o
from doing these acis)”
told roporiors,
BTy e 3. . . ¥ 0 "
That is unateoprable, Tha
i= why we informed the Chinese.
i wii‘ nm a]

Hoque

FUles 1
contesiad walers hps b
Dhrerie’s aides have -
siously L thppmm is latkmg,
“alf diplomaiis asior ]n B4
jte claime while inslsing & wouid
vot anger Ching i ercagime m
“megaphione dipleman” '
Maniba, which hae pursusg
trade deal and invostnieng frow
Clung, mstead holds reguia: talke
itk Belling on the dispuis,

]

iR




June 2018

By Christine O. Avendafc
@oavendanoiNQ

The Philiprines on Monday de-
manded that China stop i
Coust Guard from confiscating
thp cczr:r of le'mno fisharmen

dentm" ﬁpokesn Téorn
Rogue. followed reporrs
Chinese coast guards were £an-
fiscating the best part of Fil-
ipino fishermen’s caich a
~Panatag Shoal, a rich fishing
ground af” Zambalee pmvi*;ﬂ:;

Texelusive: *:'{:c}nom;~ :

in the heavily coniested

Zons
South Ching Sea.
Chins seized Panatag——in-

ternationaliv known as Scarbor-

ough Shoab—from the Phihp
pine: in2;mz buf the UN-backec
Permanent Court of Arbitratiorn.

ruling in 2018 i faveor of the
thppmes in the countrys

challenge to Chinese claim of
soversignty over neardy ail of
the South China Sea, deciarec
the shoal did not belong tc any
partv in the territorial disputes
in the strategic waterway.

Confiscation confirmed

China ignored the ruling and
blockaded Panatag, although i
allowed Filipinos to fish at the
shoal under an agreement with
the administration of Presicent
Puterte who, insteac of de-
manding respect for the UN ri-
bunal: decision. put it orn ihw

Lhat

FISHERM E‘N’S STORY Presidentia

were  among  the  fishermern
guoted i the relevision news
repori about the May incident
&1 Panarag.

Cejuels told reporters that
Chine controlled Panatag. al-
though it ailowed Filipinos to
fish at the shoal.

i spokesperson-Harry Rogue

presents some of the fishermen from Masintoc, Zambales, who
narratec their encounter with Chinese Coast Guard personne.

£y Panatag Shoal during
Malacahang, —Joak BONDOC

baclk kume, mn cmhL nge m*aaci
inane and ipvestmeants

Kogue confivmec repor(s
thar Chiness cocast fpuards
seized the catch of Filipine fish-
ermen at Panarag in Mav in vio-
ation of the agreement.
fishermend  de-
serve better, that's whv we are
taking steps i address the issue
with the Chinesg,” RKogue toid
TEPOriers.

“We have addressed thiz is-
sue to the Clunese and we are
demnanding that the Chinese
rake steps i siop the Zoast
Guard from daing thase acts”
he said,

“That is unacceptable.
why we informed the Chinase we
will not allow fish to be take
from our fishermern,” kogus said.

Rooque alse vonfirmed that
Foreign Scorernry Alar beter
Cayetane had spoker wick Chi-

“[Eilining

FMonday's

That i

[

press briafing in

nest Ambassador to mf })mhr}v

pire: Zhao finhoa abow the
May inciient at Panatag.

“I also spoke to Ambassador
zhao. . .and he assured my tha:
this wag not a policy of Chne
and that Beijing was investizat-
ing the incident and 10 this was
proven, [the Chines: goverrn-
ment]! will penalize the Chinese
Coast Guard,” he said.

Three victims

Roguc presented 1o reporier:
three of the fishermen fTom
Masinior, Zambales, who Ios
their catch to Chinese coast
guards in May—Remmel Cejuele.
Delfin Egana and jurry Drio,
He =aid he represented the
ee fishermen in & case that he
filed against China i the UN -
man rights officz in 2015 after the
Chinese blockaded Panatag Shoal.

Cejuela, Egana and Dnic

1o Pg00t and sometimes
came

Hee52i0.... LRinese
were no! harassing Fii-
ipinefishermens:
but were mgzz;tem n gcttmg
some of our catch "

The coas: guardgs always
picked the hest fish that cost up
thev
swice., e aaic without
specifving whetier the second
call:came=on:the: $ame. 4ay..or.

fishermen's usuaily weeklong
stay al the shoal.

Gov't help

Cejuels said the fishermen
wanied 1o ash the goverinmell
o help in stopping the Chinase
copast guards from: confiscating
their cateh

But fishermen from lnfants
town in Pangasinan province
want the government to assert
Philippine ownership of
Fanatag Shoal.

“The solutior. there s for
our government Lo assert our
ownership of the shoal, which is
within the |[37o-km} exclusive
economic zone jof our coun-
try]” said Jowe Legaspl, & boat
owner and council member of
Barangay Cato in Infanta where
most of the fishermen live.

Legaspi was referring 1o
Rogue’s announcemeni that the

co&m S

sithesshoal

some - other..time. daring .the.




confiscation of the fishermen’s

catch by Chinese coast guards

~had beenreferred to Zhao
“While Makacafang's action
is good, iris 2 temporary solu-
tion o abuses committed i by
Chinest patrols in: the area.” he

said.

Legacpi said he did not agree
Jwith Rogue’s claim that the Chi-

- nese coastguards were not ha- -

_rassing the fishermen.

‘That's haressment’
“Thev just open the boves
where the fishermen's zawch is

kept and they choose the expen-

sive ones. That's harassment,”
e seid.

Members of the activist group.
Abbavar, on Monday carried bas-
kets of dried #ish to the Chinese
consuiate office In Makad 1o
protest the “robberv and haras:-
mert” comrnitted by Chinese
CGast guards a;

zainst Filipino fish-

BT Y :‘dfldidi?' shoal™

»alse slammed

plaving dowr the
Chm#se s bullying by saving
some Filipine fishermern wers
seliing their fish or exchanging
thers for goodc carried by the
- COHST &

Alerozi, chatr of Pamnbansang
Relipunar ng me: Samahan &
LKanavunan  whose member:
jowmec Akbavan in the protest,
—WITH REPORTS FROM MATTHEW
REYSIG-CRUZ, GABRIEL CARDINDZA
AMNDAFE ING .

’.!/’ 7

sliow: Tilpinoes? said “Ruperto
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CATCH FROM A1
PH to China:

. siaiime dlmost the rire resource.
srich seo dponah wilich §5 “uhrr'* It trai
pavier anpuallv desphe competing pardal
slaims fors bruset Malavsia, the Philip
pines daivz and Vietnam,
Dalerie s spodkesman Harn Rogue
ol =‘-“'pcm Ihq‘i Chi

FOTINeT I ’m,arw ‘am i
I: (P AL I E

s lsse a0 th
wding tha the The
o ihe coass guard fror

resnenG 1 Agence ranco
oMM

immecia
Proste s e
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Tty serivities i

Chm,.
anti-si

RUCIRAT Tl
pther disnaied par

DT s sk Bae
Philippmes i+ wiang bl diplomatic ac
ton” ope mee while insisiing

& proviowsh the

Thiie Dy wngaging b
L
:has porsusd wads doals
and investmes fem U instead holds
repatlar ki et brijing on the dispute
{n: slondny Hogue refused 1o desortin
the latess e ; ment. adding
the Chingss o ¢ the Tiiipine
fishermer nooder figarties and waigr 11
exchang: re thob s
e fishormsr whaappeated with Hodgue
i the news bneing, said they wore povan-
Jess o stes iy sebnnes by the Chiness.

B owodid i
Tmegapone i
Mantic why
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to unacceptable

actsvs fishermen

By Vite Barcelo, Macon
Ramos-Araneiz
and Maricel V., {ruz
HE Philippines
on Monday
demanded that
China stop wlmscatmg
the caich of Filinin

LLiv i

“fighermed ia the dhoni #
___aﬁ agreement betweer the twir natons allowmg
~1§1pmnf 1o Tish there,

From AL

trade passes apnualiy, despive competing pariial
clpims from Brune. Maiavsia. the Dh:hppmcs.
Tanean gnd Yietnam.

Dhsierte’s gpokesmarn Harrs Kogue on Mon-
duy -contirmed ¢ wepor ther Chmese Coast

Guard personanel seized the catch of Filipino
Mgt b visition ol

“We have addresses’ this issue to the ﬁnmﬂse
and we arve demandmg tha the Chinese ke
steps 1o stop the coas: guarc fron: doing these
-aets,” Roaue fold reporiers.

“That j= unaccepledlz. That 1o why we in-
formest the Chinese we wili neia it
taken fromn our counirmes

The Chiness T i
mediargiy respond it & reauss: for comment.

Duterts's admimstrasiay, raiecs eriisisn: that
its response 1o (nese astivinie: In the hotly
comtestesi waiers has hesn w tal,

Thine in M rEpo aeniovad anti-ship

eruise missiles and surface-10-air missiies on the
Spratty islands and fiev nuctear-capable homb-
ers 10 o hase in azm’nc dispined m" (}4 ‘the sea
hc Pm»-

Limterts s spokes

nop-sonfyonianeng’ gpproach with Bel-

': call :m“é" nractice
“unac vmfﬂzbiﬂ

The remanie by President Rodrige
sman: were e rare public
e, which: hay laken a

rapuke o f

e esalTeich avaerwEE

¢ Scarborough  Shoal. which
i Wanile n 2072 and
wi a“!, 3 qust 230 komerers from Luzon,

Chng cJ'"m_.aimomth“wmireresource—
sich, sew. teougk winck §2 tnllien in
Next page

rhing by SR g i imeg api: Bt dm‘lomab}

ST

Manila. which hus parsusd trade deals wad-in-
vestments from Ching. inswrad holds regular-talks
with Beiling on the dispute.

On \donda Rogue sxfesed to Geseribe theJat
est inciden: #¢ hurasseni. adding e Chinese
Cong: (uard gav xnt' Jipizsa Tishesmen noo-

T news Brighing
wrerapTepealediseiziigi by the Ghinzse:

o contraleseveral reeis i themeas i

dles. cigareties and =i exchahge or thelr
catel.
The fig

5216. they

n::,m"m“h b(adrd

“The [Chiness Caast G
s the ek s

o boats lonik a
{pda e iy : . refiring bee
cause their hupe vegeel ere there” said Romel
Cejuela, one of e Nsnarmen, He e the fish
ml'en froms thes vty Chimess Cenn guard
wan worts Fs O

Rogue saic the intigen: wes considgred “un-
ceepiabie” and ers 1 = need for Ching 1o dis-




cipline its “erring” personnel. ]
He said President Duterie and Chinese
President 3 Jingping had  agreed wl’zﬁﬂ

the two leaders el that Filipino fish™
ermen - -can --Tigh-=in - the - -dispured regm:;.

Senster Peole Benigne
Malacafiang will nee side with the Filipine peo-
pic on this issue, then the Senate can- iake the
Jead in defending the coustry, :

-Agumo -lamented that China cofitinues o

“ORhei e President Gedsrmi Tifl [Forejgd) T Harass our fishermen mriliative the sees Hhd

Secretary Alan Caveranoon his own as relayved + threaten the-country's sovereignty, -

the dndormation o Armbassador
was divulged publicly." Roque said.,

Roque said heowas prcsem when Cavelane
iniormed Zhagofthe inlident in an evemt that
miarked the 43rd snnmversay of the eswablishe
mem of the bxlawra! tiky b‘::twes] dse Pluh}:mnmi
-and China. :

“Zhaw agsiiedting .-?hxhppme government
that 3¢ wili irivestigate the ‘alleged cenliseation
Thy'the Chinese ot Giiard ¢ thefish ¢ cangls
by smalt Filipino fisherinen]” Retlue said.

“The thppme government wili beSelving
or: the word of Ciriness President X tha: the
Chinese government will not harass Tiiipine
fishermer: in the West Philippine:Ses.” ne added.

Scarborough Shoal i ‘jucated 34 asut-
cut miles from Zambales, and falie withinthe

200-nautical miké Exclusive Economicai Zone

. An‘"{ne Philippines.

Ths meam that while other countrnier have
freedons of avigation, enly the Philippines has
soves CIPE 1
: \,a!‘uumuu Rhnal

The | wozal Permanent Couvst of Aok
s reding nalhfies Chine's storicn)

" the decisiom and continnes 1o patrol the ores,
HRyEsenr el 1ot

' gevernment most exhdns:alt possible diplomat-
_~m{,am 1oiEetlEthessus

the the Presiden: 15 the architer: of our fivelgn

pohicy.
“Wi gre no jonger Uniedd Suies-focused. We
are now ges Ang iowards friendly 1 1k all
navons.” said Soita, .

He noigd that wibeécame wrger of Janar du-
g the Secont! \= ‘orid War due o pur Fnondship
ith the L3S

Ja;':mne:,v' nnmbao Raghic snd iark ;

mzlimn died in: thatwar. They fough! witivit: gur

3 ‘q" he c\;]h
‘mm alse appealed to the medic nal s
fov evervibing the doomsayers smy,

haot and this«

. iheni-sponsored -

ighis over the marifme resouyor: in

or thi: istand, Chine has since rgjected -

saidehie e

it & 1eX1 MesSapE To mpnr:era Bnticx noted

swal-]

*,.He said & strong and indgpendent Senate can
und should mvestigate atl the couniry's dealings
with Chine. especially wher the rights and live-
iihood,of Filipinos ave at risk,

“1f continued, this defeaus mentalits will just
laati to'even more abuses.” he said of the admin-
istration’s sof approach 1oward China.

e liberal Parti hes sk

maS! wuard instend of {iling & protest.

Tt saic this was mmade worse m the govern-
“troll machinery”
- the hapless fishermen and peinted them as lars.

-“For these fishermer o be calles Hars and
nazd hacks h\ intern oli: = something s0
owrageous.” said the Liberal Pariy
#°5 vier president Brin Tanade said fishermen
3. the counir Bve » hand-l-mouth existience
wilk: Hitthe heip from e governmen:, Abused
nv the L hinese in the high seaz. he noted that
these fihserimer were let withow! their cateh
and mow sfiackad by thzir ovn governmen’s
riropmgands mechiners
Vhese Fiiping Dishermes
my from e morally ban
fed i the President and b

sxpeet aoth-
: administration,
sookesmian, Ha

Aguine YV saeid if

"that attacked

The par-+

mitnesd he Diiiterre
administration foi apein taluny an dpathetic
Csuaricetiisthe hifassment and thefl oy [Chingse

WhtrarE et
ciear that Chine vickned the rules i the
£raditmna!ﬁsh1 sigrounds e Dutgrtead min
istration should show 1k ot o pushover and
take action 0 protect thy interest of the Filipine
fishermen.” he further stated.

Senator “Gregorie Honmazan  underscored
the need 1w veriy and discas mternaliv Mag-
dale: Parpe-list Bep, Garo alemne’s clann tha
Mziataiiang has £
trofling the Wezt Pmilippi
“Eal‘mm claim W

authorine

A leftistizwmaker on Manday called or the
adminisirdion & take comgren antion v protect
Filipinz fishermer: from haraswent and iliegal
confiscation of their catch

OrderEc th minar\ W stopEPa-




ermen whe complained ghout zome -
hinese Goast-Guard persennel whu. it
seized @ portion of thaipfigh oo S

“patek i Panatag, said Chingtias” %"5

= regained access io the ﬁshing
1, lotal fishermen said-duringa-
& Lonferenen ity Malacahang.

Home] Tetuelz, one of three e

e BENALYN BUKARILING

-China sifll holds the “power™.over. .. pre
Panatay Shoal even though Filipinos - -

China in control... o

deploved coast guard ships in the shoa
bui there was nolysingle vessel from

Zambales who complained about the
Shinese coasi guar& g action to the

w B PBE By CGHTEI‘EBH"‘" R

sts-Rhilippine coutterparts:
“‘I 5 diﬁ"cuhz(meeepbbw nv}ltﬂ'

L'[Ela said in Filipino

over the-ares.” y

when asked abowt the China coast
guard's seizuare of their cateh.

“Thevare thers They are guarding

the area. The Philippines has ne ves-

sel present there... We've seen their
<'iups mere It means thew ars now
thiear

Noharassment

But C"hina has assured the Philip-
pines it -hag a6 paliey of harassing
Filipino fishermen in Panaiag Shoal
and has started an investigation intc
the incident. o

Chinese Ambassador to the Philip-
pine Zhao Jianhua gave the assurance
&t he revegied that an mvesnpation
inic the incident will be conducted

“Twasassurad:by.the Ambassador
thai this ig 0ol the policy of China.
Beijing has started an invesiigauoen.”
Rogue saié i Filipine during a Palace
press briefing,

“If the allegations of the lisheyman
are proven, thers will be penalties that
will be imposed on the Chinese Coast
Guard.” said Rogue. whe brought
along three fishernen from Mansinlee,

|

14

Cejuela and iellow fishermen }’:eiﬁn

joined Presidential spekesman Harry
Rogue in bis Mondayvs press confer-
enceaithe Palace. They were expected
to meei President Duterte i his sched-
ule permils within ihe day. _

Rogue previously sorved as the
f;ahermen s 1awvev i1: filing an amﬂeal

in 2013,

{ejueia. speaking in reporters.
admitted thal he does not consider
the ineident with the Chinese Coast
Guard as harassmen! since they were
nor attacked or harmed.

Bul he said the fishermern were
opposed to the Uhmese Coast Guard
persennel boarding the ship and tak-
ing their prime caich every lime thev
sail at Panatag. He admitted that the
forelgners sometimes offered noodles.
cigarettes, and water in exchange for
the fishes estimated i 22,000,

Cejuels said the fishermen couid
not block ihe foreign coast guards
from taking their catch due to concerns
inev mightnol be allowed w:fish in the

ares again, “

sowar s RERdRATG Ui Do o Masinlee s

mradltzenm ﬁsinm: gt pund at Ematag
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Harassment of Pinoy fishers denounced

By Camille P.
- Balagtas
'SWATOR Richard {zor-

ment that Filipino fish-
ermen are getting from
Chinese coast guards
patrolling the area in the
Panatag or Scarborough
Shoal.

Gordoncondemned the
Harassment of the ficher-
mex fishing atthe Panaiag
Shoat aune' complained
fhat Chinese coast Zua ol
intheareaars xz,efnnnanmw
of their cawh

Recenilv. oo, a Chines:
chupper HOVEred OVer o
rubper baa{ On @ supply
missinnior} m]nppmcqrar

: ; itde high Hme.
AHatourgoveriment pro-
tegted thealleged harass- -

diers in Ayungin Shoal.
Gordon said the gov-
ernment should lodge a
protest adding that the
Thinese coast guarasare

~Preving - on-the neipmbn s

fishermen who atémere-

ivatrying tomakesaliv-

“ie are freedomeiov-
pie. Tnesearemar-
'--nq]]z*‘d people Whvare

‘ou doing thieto the 'mo-'
people who areiust r"vms_
i{‘ make & living? This i=

vhat make: ')emttmenac
W it’b Chinanowadavs dit-
fimale” he said

Th, senatoy gise said
the Chinest eadership
shoud © exreme
covnrel over ihe;. ;JT
Hial Ty engagest
calfed pams activities at
she aires, which i 8 com-

fadt

o

mon fishing ground forall
ihe claimants.

Baio de Masinloc or
Panateg bhoalisa dzsput—
ed territory dlaimed by the
People’s Republic of Chi-
‘masthe Reprublic of China -
{Taiwan;, and the Phil ip-
pings.,

“The actions of the
Clhinese coast guarde are
more ke the mudeting
practices o rogue law en-
rorcers victimizing help-
fes> people. The Chinese
tadership must exercise
BXTTE ma' “ontroi over their
& 'u%rmzzc*: itigs.
cemmon fsiing
s;:th it Ll"‘ wop

fthe pldentimes
mchelplesayic
on said,

b
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THE Philippinés on Monday demianded that Chifia  TheChinese émbass
stop confiscating'the catch of Filipino fishermenin

the disputed South China Sea, calling the practice
“unacceptable”.

Thertemarks by President Rodsigo Dinterte'sspokes-
man werg a Tare public rebuke from Manila, which hag

fakenanon-confroniational approack with Beljing over

the resource-rich waterway.

China conirols several veefs in the sea including
Scarborough Shoal, which Beijing seized from Maniiz in
2012 and which-is just 230 kilometres {147 miles: from
i main Philippine island of Luzon.

Chune claims almos! e entire resource-nich ses,
through which §5 willion in trade passer annualiy,
despiie competing partial caims from Brunel, Malav-
stz tne Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Dunerte’s spokesrnan Harry Rocure on Monday con-
hrmec & report that Chinese Coast Guard personne
seized the catch of Filipinofishermenin the shoal in day

Vi Manila didn oﬁme_d_iat_ely" '

" respoRtio AT s vequiesi for comment.

Dmterte’s admindstration rejects criticiem that its
regponse 10 -Chinesc activities in the hotiv confested
waters has been weak,

Ciona inhay reportedly deploved anii-ship cruise
missiles and surface-reeair missiles on the Sprativ ls-
lands anu flew nuclear-capshle bombers to 3 base in
another disputed part of the sez.

Drterte'saides have said previously the Philippines
is taking "all dipiomatic acion” to protect its claims
whileinsisting it wouldncianger China by engaging in
“megaphone diplomacy” .

Manila, which has pursied trade deals and invest-
ment from China, instead holds reguiar alks with
Beijing on the dispute.

O Monday Reque sefused to describe the latest
incident asharassment, adding theChinese Coast Guard
gavetheHlipinofisherman noodles, cigareties anc water

wurviclatorefarragresmentbetveen he twirnstonk

allowing Filipinos i fish there.
We b

“are demanding that the Chingse take sieps 0 stop the
cnast guard from doing these acts,” Rogue told report-

76,
“That is unacceptable, That is why we informed the
Chiness we will not allow fish to be taker from pur

O Sigtegls 1 Th e

s6 addressad tiigissneduhe Chinsse dridwe

.

T eRehE e For T eawiT

“hefishermen, whoappeared withRoquein thenews
briefing (sHickithev g pbletess istop replated

seizuresby the Chinese.

“The {{hinese Coast Guard personnelt board our
boats, look at where we store the fish and take the hest
ones. Wecannordoanything because their huge vessels
are there,” saidd Rome! Cofuels. one of the fishermen. ©

AFP

P
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O the eve of Philippine
Independence, Mala:
caflang vesterday said it
‘has already brought to
Ching’s attention the re.
ported confiscation of
Filipino fishermen's
oaich by the Chinese
Coasi Guard in Panatag
{Searborough! Shoal,
and that Beijing has
promised action

“We gre no: wiung this
siting down.” said Presi-
dentiai Hpokesperson Har-
 Rogue al s press brief-
ing i Malacanang.

“Biru-cenfirm k¢ po oz
nuh PAL-USAR DL B £
fflaivebSeerstarsy
jalar Pot Ca\'{,mnc al

'an{r {Jianhual 4 "
:insidenteng st he said.
© B was reacsing o & Ree
L uprtors Notenook dooumen.
! tare showing Chingss Coast
: Guarc personne; boarding
“the heatr of Filpine ficher-
ey te ger thel- best catch.

: mba'ssa'_é of
him thar Ching

ol

}iﬁ{f.‘ﬂﬂ

LiF '=iz‘e.1d\ tooking inte the .

; mu

£ T

T4

5 ong Tsina. na nage
fphastigs ang beiimg. ai
LR mapapanaran ang

‘Ha% WoT

S ITHET N
Cuard n

l'wlxm als: refaw
el Hv canfiscilion ¢
Chrmese

S rassment
krow what
durtg tirwe

B
1im

FENE

GRS G
smav bugok dins 1

. flent [Bentgnot Aguine (TI1?
W

tor canuns were used

they were' Largﬂ.ed by live
guns. Wale ns po ‘van”
He stressec that unlike
during thi: previons admin-
istration. Filipine fishermen
are nov aliowed to figh in
Scarborough Shogl, a fradi-
tiona! fishing pround with-
ins the Pailippines’ 200-nau-
tiealmil hizve Beonom-
ic Zonu (EEZ.
“Napakadam: ne. ulis na
mangingisde doon ns mgs
Pilipine,” he said.
a\)e« mbmg tm mcxdent

Kung may bugm]
"?zpmaL
Coas:
Guerd se Tsing.” Rogue
said. “Bo kinskallangayn di-
sipfinahir ng Tsine vung
mga bugol no sangungru-
he np isds’
‘During th:

i hen: {Filiping fish- 15
ermen: They were rammed,

've'«*«‘{e]

seized by the C%i&ﬁese Coast

¢ umpl:x]m
i 2015,

Romrme!
Filipine

against Chine
Une of them,
Sefuela. said onl
fishermer: or board smal
boats are pow allowed e
fah i Seavburough Shosl.
Romme’ saic the
Philippire Juss Guerd &
not paireli
Shoal
prefeT 1 T w
LEDNSIOT.
The
frons Masinio:
bales said Oni
have conurol ove
dHeLating t

2t avard

Himine fishermen
SR VAT TR
YemAn- b
the shoal.

enter the lagosn. but only
uming smaier fishing boats.

“He'said thic was not {he

cast: when he started fighing
in'Searborough in early 2000s.
He said the absence of
Fiipine authorities in the
shoui mav be better after
all. a¥ he said anoiher
stangofl between the twe
countries mighs trigger Chi-
nx ke bar Filivine fishermen
{rom the ares ong: again
“Mabiga: so Laloohan
keva piliv mong rangpapin i
kas, sile ang may porwer
ngevon dvar,” Sejoela said

He dﬁsn soughl go\rem-

from getung t‘heir catein He
sald some Thinese coast

thnae e b

ey Fiiipame ¥ vesseis
e ihe sn laguun.
whete of thi bass
MATINE resturaes 195 e

ares car !
He seir
aliowed |
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“Sometimes
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sing Tpinesto:
“ocratic ideals and 't depire

By ALEX?": RQ MERO

quden{ﬂuture is urg-

Lur meanmgiulchiange as
the Phatippimes celebrates
todey the 120th anniversary
of the proclamation of jte
inrif‘mm‘ienc&
Tharerte said the "”}atrl-
otic fervor” shownt, by

~hesoisme

viliage officlals in Resario,
Cavite.
“aigv the solidaritv and

npuz meani’ wrfualanc b

al itle of cormey
drugs and i
Tt impeds our proj
" Duterie s

em_bers 45 the Armed Fprees ang Philippine Natmna‘ Po-
e0ihiingependsice Day inganihe’

: ermo GeandstandinManils yestarday

Philippines’ forefathers had
freed the courury rom colo-
niai subjugation and proved
to the world thal Filipinos
stanc umted as the pioneer
of republican demodr acy in
A5G

Dusterte wiill lead inde-
pendence Day rites at the
Fmilio Awma}do Whiseum
i Rt Cavite.

Apuinaido, widelv ac-
knowledged as the fivs: Phil-
ippine preudeni prociaimeod
the countrt’s independence
from bpain from the window
o ke house in Kawit, Cavite
o June 12, 1898

Vice Presidenl Leni Ro-
bredo will lead the 120th In-

dependence Day COMMEMmd

ration at Riza) Park: nﬂ{\ianuaé}pme, reiterafed his pro

After the Rizal Park event,
Fobredo will preside over
the mase oath taking 01 new

hibited . by.our..
“ancestars fudldur desire

IGUEL BE GLZH:

Independimce Deavm

“Imspired by the sac
o these who have bravely
stood Before us, M Wi als
fing the courage te dereng
our cherished democrat
ideais nov and i the —uears
te come,” he added.

"Ry cherishing the sov-
-="c'1"11*s that 15 borne oul
ihe awwt and bleod of o
herpes, we stana Arm and
WMYAVETING i Our Con
vion to create o brizhtur and
better future for all Filiphoes
rerardiess of their stahw in

£
life.” the President saic
Teterte, who has ropurat-

edlv spoken against the co-
lorial rule of @pam anc the

Unileq States In the w»

‘ ]
wimprove the g uah ARSERI Y
of Fhpinoes. — Wath heien

Flores, Edith Regaladc




Thilipnines

*@m mﬁt & gsaﬁrw%’
Acting Chief Justive fanto-
nioCarpio joined the mourn-
ing over the o passing of Gulez.
C arpic sa ict the nﬂ‘hul has
lost ”z\ true patriot” in Golez

"fdue RIS FEIE IR dtfenmn‘*'

the country’s l’lf’htf- in the West

Thilippine Sea.

“He was an indefatigable

Gefender of the West Philippine

Ses. Me embraced lawfne 25 a
peaceful means of assertng cur

-quen_i';;'ﬁ *ights " e said.

ei

‘Carpio added that uoiaz'
passm" Hiould atr{:}g hen and

,11'1‘:3."11“? H"lE‘ nation's resolve o

fif"hi tte rights in the West
Phlh? mine Sea,

The Armec Forces of the
(AFPY also en-
i i.‘"?&‘

U"(“SW“” its C‘;’T‘I'ldf.‘]eﬂl?f‘

"ERES RS
..'pui cesmman Col
vain said i o sia

sard Age-
:fmet'r;.

“re will be rememiored
for his keer insights founded
on his knowledge of military
history and sirategy, ngtional

SOCLT li‘\ and f>emml1ncc ~he.-

added

Born m Liog,
Jan. G 1947, Goler atudied in
public noi«u and later on-
wered the Philippine Military
Hcademy < Lnf US maval
Academy in Annapolis, Mary-
latie where he praduated with
honors in !

Dines, whore |
toriar. of ke class

Arber “‘ngli-'ff‘ in the &Kgﬁ"iﬂ
fec postmas-

:i\‘cmb“im on

T N L

Goles am:'-v
1
e, awas.p saner @.patr

alions o the coun-
iry and its people extended

«-‘.Lmné!"h.,, berd

a"' é*.'t:e: h]f} he

- With Delon Fsrcalia Eau
Punay, Michael Punongbavan

3
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"B‘r’ DEMPSEY RE’!"ES

1! -1=ppmes is set to acqmre--
szzbmarmﬁs in line with the Armed
.. Porces of the Philippines' (AFP)
modernization program, Pefense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said on
Monday.

“ve sre looking .at {Soutl
woree and Russia and m} er
ior iat souIce o

Lotenzana 10]:‘.‘-

reporters after the flag raising
ceremoty at Camp Aguinaid
in Quezon Uity

submari nesj.” He explained that the produc-

e of the subrarines wounid take
sghiveats.

H vwilh
i owill b delivered “Gnothe third
hesizon or onge theterm of Presi-
dent | Duterte} ends,”
foren zd ouf.

“".mim nes :|<

NGO |

g that m"ﬂh ;ozing;
o oas Indonesis, Me

Yieipam

AR AL

SUNMIANINES,
o the anly ones that gines
" Lorenzend said,

m'k‘r lgﬁi now,

Under itgsmodernization

.program,vhe.milliary has .

acquired Tanding dock vessels

for the Philippine Navy such

as the BRPTariac {LD-601) and
BRY Davao del Sur {(LD-602]
and threedrigates.

The Al force meanwhile ac
quirgd 12 FA-30 fighter jets.

iorenzana said for the “sec-
ond horizon” of the moderniza-
uon program, the country will
acquire navyships, helicopters,
planes and equipment for the
Philippine Army. f s
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submarines

DEFFENSL Secretars Delfin
Lorenzan: vesterdar said the de-
fense and mili ® isfrnent i

" eveing to acauird sulmarnies under
the modespization program of the
Armed Foreor,

Lotenzant. in an Uerview in
Camp Aguinalde, saic they are
eveing Russin and douth Rorea
as amoag the possible sources of
the submanne:. Lorenzann sai
the purchase of i

OrOgTAmMEC BRAH

woThe process
torrton Zowhich

The ATV &
of implementiny
provider for the acqu
assofs saCT e tmult ool

aghiters

SRR RE e g dmnale

fhllion, was appraved
by Presioen: Dutern jas month,
Smrce said. 3w st
vt verrunan 2022
submanne: ftc o

passible sources), 1177 :
TThe grmniracuon of s sabmsane

vaker five w

apaer the ©
b delvered
Freaiden .
Lorenzans smd the submannes
LATICNT R T Lanmen
ratlnary e
D thern sor owr seunn Our
neighibor Tuis sunmanne: already,
i Indonest, Cxoh MRganore.
M coun ac Vieenzm.
mb one adang (submy-
lded. - Victor I{{ugs':éif
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reversal,-of the :
s and wxcounts of falsticariong
o public documents pamishe
impoisonment of

Armed Foreésn of the Philiprines-
stivement and Separagon Benen:
Svsem JAFPRSBS: and ¢ pro
ere bredeer on multple of
0! _t and falsifeadon ¢

nenned the rading drmenal nensltes of
Justices Saral J y 1
and Bavan H

Toome avsabuc d

ot in jars anc s prosecuss sabme
Cire gz 1996 and 1997 ’ T
. Demage resobution, the an-
: court denied the modons Sy

,’,\!'(J}'».»';'CL!",;.‘I‘, rrokonr

EVIIGhoL I v

Mesnrads Lnn Eris- ACqUises

. Diepartment [

Revenue, resoiting in Jowe:
2 s ranes ¥uposec. thereby
ri-chaniing the povernmers.

The bilureral desds of sale re-
Tained in the tolnes of tie AFP-
BSBE Legwl Deparmment, contrary

e requinmen: that the shoudd
beer reviewsd for vabdin and
e heme oreisded o
» Deedt.
; GO
Vi, B Putkd TE noted
LoisorepanCy of meort then P40
mifon.
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By KailstoriLapniten: -
@karlstonlapnitenING

BAUKS, MOUNTAIN PRE-
WINCE—War was supposec 1o
be raboo in the poprlar touris:
rows: of Sagada. whick itz lead-
ers had declared o peace Long 1
+g9By  aiter thres voungs
werg killed in the cros
rween soidiers ant
ple's Armmn (NP} rebels.
But while the gon
and the WP recopnizol e
mrunity decision. both:
accu’eci zach other of s
&.skirmish on

ON OF COMMUNITY PACT

BEAVERY PD1Jake Pe-at who
was wounded in & clash with
communist rebels in MounTair
s’Jrovmz:e, reu,ewes amedal n:n

'31pzz'n“ ir: the viliage
swaggsbreash:ofthe peac
by rebels who had set ap &
near the area, according 1o Se-
nior Supt. Allen Ocden, Mo

tain Provinne police director.
A tearr: of policemer. wi

bushpt’ by 5(: 1‘=bel< wher ¥

o ;ieﬁ 2 pohceman, FO2 Héu
deat and 11 others wounded,

Rebei Communi

Ocden szid nvidengs
gested some Tesidents I
linked o communisi rebel ir
the xrea.

Supt. joseph Ban
Caval., wio was amoo;
wounded, said the polic:
tion was prompted by 4
civilians.

Cavat anative 67 5ag £
parts of Aguid had beer turnec
inte 2 waining ground o reoel
from nearby villages anc (o

tolicemen, who pursued
armer men. also said thev sev Jor-
gigners fieeing from M1 Siprarn

..miando Nana, Cordillera

jtary not toenter “our areas.”

Eravery from Chied Supt
_____ L polies
dirBCror, ~KARLSTON LAPMITER '

4

Uidvew, sald the attack was "a
message” for the police and mil-

Expedient excuse

‘some 2s the eypedient” ercuse

£ defeats suffered by police
and militany.

“They are the ones violating
this one-sided declaration ™ szid
: lune 6 stutemeni of the NI
Cordillers People’s Liemocratic
Front

“The people of thin placs
know fully well that there was
never a tme that the area had
seer: spared from combat oper-
arions,” it addec.

Caught in the bagk-and-
forsh: accusations were Sagada
residents who demandec that
the peace zone be honored.

“Have mercy on the pecple.
S watt peace. Sagac‘la hes been

The MPA Leonardt Tecs.  jernished again,” said Francis De-
Command. which operates itr gay, whose son—.m-law, a soldier,
Mountain Province ant Anra wwas killed i a clash with NPA i
clatined respensibiling (o7 the  the village of Antadao in 2014,
ambush. ;.7 "Where hac the peace zone

Tts  spokesperson. ileft  one? hesald. INQ oy
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Tribal Ch]@f
defects from
NPA, forges

peace covenant

with gov’t

. PIE U CRISMUNDE

CARTE DATU MAKAPANDONG,
Awz New Levie, Prosperidad, Agusan
dei Sur - 4 tribal chieftain, who defected
from the Now People's Armv (NP4 en-
terst inte a covenan! with the govern-
men: and Philippine Army (P4}, In an
effort 1o end the Insurgenev prablem.in

AKIL)

| ULLET]
THE NATIGN'S LEABING NEWSPAPEE.

N

z&@ :’é'gér

-government, e
.. "As a gesture of genuine desire to
finally supnert the government. Daty
Gibang, an infinential leader 'of an
-organization affifiated with the NPAg
inthe said pravincial borders, along

- with his subordinate leaders. afficially”
“freed themselves from the cluiches

of the terrorists. and sedled @ peace
“eovenan: with the top area command-
‘ers of the 1008rg Brigade, the 56tk B,

" the docal government of Talaingod and

the provincia. government of Davao
del Norte a: Sitis Nasilaban, Barangav
Paimz Gil of saig town,” Calulol said,
in 2 statemen:,

During the peace covenant ceremo-
By, the i003ré “Haptor” Brigade CMO
officer saic the tribal ohief, belioved to
be the chairmar of an uniderground
movement organization in Talaingod,
turned-over his Mi6 Armalite rifle

to Brig. Gen Ernestn Torres. Jr e

* nisarea. Capt. Erick Wimrner F Calulot,

Gl Military Operations Offieerofthe

Army’s 1003rd Infantrv {Raptor Bri-
gade. 104k Infantry (Agila) Division.on
Monday said, _ i
in » statement seni fo The Wanila
Bulletin Sunday night, Calulot said Datu
Gibarg Apogs of the Manobo-Langilan

fribe. the acknowledged founder of
~ihalugpungan
....border areas g region: Com-

posielz Valley (ComVal) and Davao
de! Norte provineces, voluniarily gave
up hirasel! to the Army's 56th Infantrsy
Battallion (36th IB; al 9 am. on Satur
dav and vowed to closely coordinate for
peace and developmeni program of the

- commanding general of the 1003rd - ]
..Brigade,. T —

00 other jumads who

T eThere wers

witnessed the historic event,” Calulgt

said. ) _
The Chie! Executive Assistani of
Speaker Panualeor D Alvarer. Edwin -

Jubanib. alse witnessed the event

Tuno -lgka-tgno: inathe::

“Togetherwit}. the LGUs and LGAs, ‘
. ,_Wg:willcamin_uedoing;_geggde@@___bu_ﬂ -

idify.the.counterin.
SUrgency gaint in this undertaking
Torres said. referring to the multiple :
effors the Army has undertaken in
orgeric ensure lusting peace in Davago
Tegion.

i
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‘NOT PART OF N

BY DEMPSEY REYES inunicadons, among others PLo;)}e Army or NPA L am onot
"These radios operateon - mghe 4 part of # communis group !
“IIF militarc’s Fastern Mindanao Commeand  Fequens [HF) sectrum, " i0dd neverwas,” he said in an intervizw
o 4 . .. . The Adanile Times. lasi week,

has c}e_area Baha I Spli’itlli%l leader f&jl’E.Oﬁ'fG "The military h'a Giscardrd "It was verv disturbing.
Toledo of any involvemnent in the communist  the use Df‘.:' mdiod {00 muere That s ¢ public stziement i
rebellion, belving claims made by his daughter ¢ maiional newspiper it i

Ca’rmns nrcessa?} for interns patentiv false " Tolede added

5 ] s ;
Drei Toledo in a fou; part persana Narrative In i iniernes and comsuie e, 7 am noLwith toc C77-K ]
The !;,fjaﬁﬂ’g Tire tems)” Madngal dlsosmd Car HE O NDE T cannot order ic cnvone
gro.Jcanneti interferc Jsithi inabe CPT-NDA-NDE S to:ddti

5

] gai 1., muchi fess momlo military i he said.
EdstMinCom commander. s2id  whom she identified 25 "hi Tor- mynications.” Contrary (¢ his daugiter’s claim
vo. " had installed ;;i‘*a":* anienn: fdaj. oz Balagler, BastMinTom  that he was jobies:. Tojede saic

militarv forces had po ivormation
on Mt Toledo's alleged involve- uHC
..mentwith the New People's A7

hlgh WRIET 10w tank 21 spokesman, said that basec oo - hie was involved i metwark

aves Ore formaton from miliar fores i ma'ke’ ing Dmpam ”l :
tmill- CagayandeOro Cliy, Antonic Tlcdo
s nat o the iésy(__)i

B ri.pcri_of-:ihe invoh
“olede in comImu ST ET TS antenng 18 2 Tere 2t
activities " Madrigal said in s sate.  anienna,"used for radic frs
mentt The panils Time: spectrum for purposcs o
“It is verv unforwnate that the  commercial exchange o

eur radio mvermg thc Mat aw

R H madeb}'hlsdaugm.(,: )re:.mc}ud— am a senior citizen. U 64
8 ing having & mistress iy w1 years old and ? any into nerworidng

mes- pamed “Ka Linda” anc ordering  with Forever Healthy Produst Inc

military mganizaiioz; na: wobe  sages. wirelsss cupe 20T the NP4 "Sparow” uniie il That includes what | used 1o hd;-
dragged in this issus.” be addec. selftraming. privas secveation. “Firgt, 1 amy Botl & o Direi recover when she goe sicl in

PP

Journalist anc researchor Dred “radiosport” and emorgenc comi- Secondly, | am not with te New o Marawt,” he said,
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Bg Mam J rﬁaiiarz

Amld talks of the 1 e‘.umpmr'
of formal pesce ialks between
the government and the ational
Democerstic Front of the
Phifiypines \\DF‘*" e mnwm "
New People's Army N
abducied on Sunﬂa\ 41 ATIHY
soldier and a militismar: in Davan
Oriental provinge. the milmary
said vesieraay.

Capi. Vietor inzing dr,
spokesman of the Army’s IKh
Infantry Division {I1r;. identified

1

these sbducred and now being
phannes

held as hosiage% as Gn‘-
mﬂmuez 01

ihe situation.” he added,
The. Z81h IF immediauely

Tannehed focused mifitary

gperations 1e rescue Parreno
zhd Malibay.

The militar: wesed members
gf the NPA: PRC ¢ operaling
in Davao Ore Poprovinge as
hehing the kiduapping.

“Mhe abduetion of mambers
of the AFF iy !$£"555";3Eii- sLatus
s clzer ma st of thelr
(it‘w]}t.i{l.(.:iil visiates the

Cthes act
exemplifies
éfaa NP4 as

ahil

Gomyam
SREtE oD :
Malibay, 2 member m" ‘hr {‘num-
Armed Forces Geographical Linit
{CaFaly,

Imiing said that Parren
Malibay hag msi jwc

distribution of sehoel supplies 1o
students of Tnbhaan Elements
Sehoply :

Purpk Manga. Beransar lawan
in Mati Cin.

"The NP4 rehals epinblished
a hasty roadblock posing &s
military men and heit tiem
hastage. The rebels Jeli ihe arer
afser 80 mimmtes bringing the
soldier and CAFGE with theri”
Inting said.

“The ingideni caused panic
and fear amenp the resigents who
immediately informed the unit of

sf the ”Sti* I} £ m':"'

IR LLE ‘wundm

“ahen 5};9\ wntie abidue tﬂ.d_aiong.-flﬁﬁ 101y, CG_ m

provigions of the Comprebensive
Agrepment on ihe Tiespect for
Human Rights ant invernational

Humsnitarian Lay and this adl
m,mphﬁe» e A The e

i ialignel
i of 26t 1B,

said.

Ramon warnaf the rebal group
notto do actions hat would show
them as neacs spoiiers gad wifec
zhe peace nepotiations.

The lutes: sbduction
happened white peace panels of
the governmers of the T‘ililip}illes
and the XDPE the nolhisial wing
ofthe NPA. arc p’ﬁ’})d!mg for the
resumpsion of the formai peace
talks by Juby. o
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AN

by members of thet

-

PA rebels kidazp

soldier, militiaman

BY VICTOR REYES

ment milivaman were abducted
e Peoples

Army on Sunday zfierneon. the
military ‘;, 18 v\:wd\im'
Cape. 1 Laybor Thanes. Spoes-
man of the Arints
said soldiers from the 2o |
batm inn hm’{ been denuned

':1::)1 ax eneg vtk o 2

SV are monmonng o
end a7t thy seme wmi CONGUTHRE
pursuit operanon.” Dhane sasdd.

L:' 5 VLI'{‘ 561

Abanes smd e OvErmens RN

.barajaf:a_

rf*bcl ha(‘ SELUD AT

pang A

were abost ¢
way back 1o
i')‘li‘dlw‘ﬂ‘ '1':"“ i

Bagany (ﬁmmm 0.

“”‘In_\ hawvs st facimated the
l"‘"EJ.,h e snho Lv,.\.‘;.. Wil

rEtarmIng. S were nibdu
the NPALT Hmne sa
The vicums nad e

LoV SOlGer and. & govern-

distribution of bags at the Tubaon
Elemenwry Schoo! in 'i"s:rm(_rona
Fown in Davae Otental, & school
undermldng tharwas donc N Coi-
laboranon with ABS-CBR.

28¢k IB commander Lt Col,
Migac! Ramon sud tise milizary has
ﬁireac%v coosdinated with £ “neutra
group’ o nerotin: the relass of
Parrefio and E\mnbm

“Once we go! the confizmauos
1o the abductorn,, we 1:1341:.-&1;1 2y
lrw.m»:h:-f {

]Eﬁl"'!' \’J{"C
our twe personae;” |
rhone mierw;
Ramen ap; Hﬁ%
rejenst. gnd urped the rek

et

10 Carry ows sirmdias g.r"t G acoons

Rumon 'Sai'd e
thst the rebels abducrsd the o
personae whiss there are unoojng
effort w revve the peace talks,
Grovernmen: d'm [de: mmnu’us' n.

amen: i« nce'- v
- "Lw exemplifie:
i enolier: Tuu
PO

abducresd o unarmed
wh we*- alread: off dutv s s

o

vme” Thanes sais.




Jagng -sundaio at isang
tiyembro ng Cafgu ang
Dbinihag ng tinatavang 20
mga armadong rebeldeng
New Paople’s Army {NPA)

_Ba.maganap.na.kerghasan

g5 Wat Tity, Davao Orisntal
kamakalaws ng hapor.

Kiniiala ang mgs Kinid-
nanna sing Corporal Jo-
Hannes Farrefic, mivembro
ng Army's 28t infantry Bat-
ialion {18 at ang CAFGUna
st Dindo Bagavns Maibay,
fasapi ng Army's TEnd
(adre Baltalion.

Saule, sinabini Castain
Favboy thanes, Bpokes-
narson nig Army's THist
Infantry Brigade. dakong
alas-£:30 ng hapon nang

ing Pising, ‘Purok Dalis s&
Wati ity

Sa Imbestigasyan, ang
dalawe ay nakasuol ng

“garditsibiva’

3}
1y
€7y

it A g

motorsikio patunge ss

kanilang basé sa Brgy.
Taguibt ng unpsod nang
harangin sa& indaiag na
checkpoint ng mo2 arma-
dong rebelde s& nasahing
lugar.

Natukov naman ng ang
crupo ng Puiang Bagan!
Sommand £.5a pamumuno
nciseng alvas "Kaveg” ang
nasa likod ng paghbihag se
raga bikdima |

Nagsasagaws ne nge-
von ng 1ot pursuil operalion
ang tropa hg mililar epang

mangyan ang pagbihag?_;ilzgtas ang mge bihag. Moy

-8B MNGRDIKINE. 5501085 CARBEL

(\_ A )

vy




'DA\’AD CiITY—~The Mors Is-
iamic-Liberation Fron: {MILF}'
‘has disowned text messages
alerting people about 2 sup-
POsed “secret war” by the gov-

ernment against Muslins.
In & siaternent, the MILF
$aic it never issued such a warn-

0 arrest Moros and would
tzunch an all-out war againsrthe
MILF after washing the pro-
posed Bangsamoro Basic Law.
“Don't believe anvihing in

ILF DISOWNS TET MESSAGES WARNING 0F OV ‘SECRET WAR

1ng ""he text, attributed to peace )
" panei chair Mohagher lghai, said
the government was preparing

‘this text message.., There s no

Ctruthte this,” the MILF sajd.

Une social medis user said
he did net thind: that & Muslim
was behingd the rem. rm*mg
spelling errors in the words “4l-
tak" and the greeting “Assaiamuy
Alailum” —auannawal NG

i
i
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By JOHN UNSON

MAGUINDANAO - The military is validating
reports that foreign militants were among those killed
in air strikes againsi the Bangsamc}m Islamic Freedom
Fighi:ers {B}LF‘TI on Sxmd
e u.uablhtv o e mu*p

knenoen for ustng JEDs Gmpro-
thev received H explostve devices) i 34l
tour of the i5 fata! ;nea are Balste reople, " Brig. Gen

Cirflite Sobejana, st infanin

foreig
sion 12} comeander, |

TETE,

The a.t* strikes and grovnid Dhwe
La*arw :

om-“*m. Ve
af the presence of BIFF men

Sobejana said they kearned

AR UILERING

: m.acuat;m rente*“i

n Barangey Pagaluthgan in
P}kji ang severalbarangay:
i Lamhavong and Genera
Pendatun. _

{lasser in Pagatungar,
Datu Montawal, Rajah
i General
. T.i‘].l"' pl{ﬂ”f"‘
pended yeslerday
T rE2SONS.

R‘u_ith"’-“i’iies pressed
concers: thu! the BIFF woulc
avenge their losses by

o area after receiving, ..
orts From "fvarangz_\".a ‘
Gocal gmmrnm dEtoHiclals
i ml persanne ¢
Sperial Achon Battalicn of
; ' ‘m stan Rudarat pofic
-tefrm:-isi Zulklii by nerticipated 1n the opesat
Marwan  Suspected BIFF rmmt
y ;\CV Ustadz Anw
g his wiie hsn:x 2

i --Ss:han Kudatat tarqe%ec‘ BiBFs
bomb mighars Taib Tinggo

ER]

te that Dinggo was
camongthe fata tz?
Quohng.i sident
j at the am?’ @ of
arion, meps-
biers 0 municipa; peace ang
order councils said at leasi 1(
0f the rataiities were BIFF men
Tt wear w calibrated Tov
SNERKST

?@@mmms displaced,
ciasses suspended
#oeound 7,000 resiaens
oro digplaced in the mifitars

forcemen: achvity.. K«

_coordination”

retaliato:

rareein

)

‘i ’-’1" m‘ii o
ODETALHON B

said the
ns! the BIFF

Islamir Liberation

the President

UT\ r}"fsn vl
SOvis e Peace Pro

" Th\f
SUCORSSIL,
eradication o ident }fzcc' ED
Jaciories TOPAPP gaid.

~Jpcz'a‘-:imw was
resulimg in the
Hzin

AbLsis.

MILF suppore

CECH ackording: 10 &

)g”"f

Follow-upoperations.are
unaoing toensure that the
terrorists are contined inthe
ST08 H added. -/

Coord méﬁiésg team

The OPAFP
Sone Date” Maokd Maziy

Fivited tha:

Bir: in# Mami ‘head of mis-
=07 0 the 13th Mindanao In-

smal Monttoring Team,
rresrded overa meeting of
:‘ep*ﬂsmtgtivec of -the VIILF

v wnm?n’ agread
o ateam hwdu’cu_s"
n between govern-

should Lu:p calm
cturn io thedr TSR
~communities hecause
are nof the target of the
veration,” OPATPEF said.

- With Edith Regalado,
josc Rode! Clapano .




el Juane 2018

BY DEMPSEY REYES AND JULMUNE: L JANNA Fu“

AMP SIONGCO,
in Sinsuat, Mag
“:ﬂice-s ;auﬂcfz
int Task Force
1= mem"%f‘?’ﬁ

RS
—1:5';

Cnewyorziiber s Cavhine  mukers. poung
: ';f‘_-}":.'('m. sprcad ol it Guntra!
added that with “i wad the same group

0% islamic Slate-  are [@rgeung; SIngl we nave ob-
i terrorist and the  jectives such as clearing the aree
Gormab expert Anwar  se wher i arareach agimst
Powgs mwm‘md

Cr D succossfully dis fthe 'r~'."'.'-z
¢ iy identified impro-  one of oW sulmvrn ras hit and
cemiosive device {IED) died” be said.

¢ in the southern "We a7e deiermingd 1o ey
area. tralize miofc BIFT members in
b Cen Cirdlito Sobejana,  the vicini of Liguasarn Marsh
a(b 7 enimander salc targets (o I}Tmf prare e Comtral Adind-
: crises ase BIFE bomb  anac.” Sohotana added.
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NS LD

teen suspected members of
the BangsamoroIslamic Free-
dom Fighters (BIFF) were
kilied, and eight others ware
wounded when combined elements o
the military and police vaided their lair
in Magnindanac that also resulted in
the arrest of the group's bomt: expert
-and his wife.

The Army's Bth Infantry Division,

) ISpear‘headed the: counte*‘iexmnst ap-
Toraife Group in the boundary between
Pagalungan and General Salipada B
Pendatun. Maguindanac.

“erationtagainsttheBawldh Isiamwab S

csw*?oz

ULLETI

Rachked by Philippine Alr Foree
PAF) afr assets, ground iroops of the
Army's 33rg Infantry Battalion jed by
I Col Hareld M. Cabunoc. 4th Special
Action Batfaiion led Ty Police Supt.
Darwin: Padlz. and 15t Drivision Recon-
naissance Companyied i 1st Li. Rue!
Fortuna. stormed the terrorist’s lair i
the Liguasan marsh.

The terrorizts fraded fire with
the 33r¢ IB iroopers byl were oui-
maneuvered after about an hour of

surrander

Arwar All. 22, and Asnava &1, 2C. The
soldiers confiscated a Cal 50 Sniper
Rifle and » Cal5.56mm 4 Carbine from

the suspects,

"The suspects threw thejr weapons
and inprovised bormibs into the water
when we blocked all iheir escape
routes. Ustadz Anwar is known as Abu
‘Omar. & bomb expert in ihe group’

Cabunoe said.

Sobejans has directed his troops to
cordon off all escape routes as another
group pursues the remnanis of the
slusive terrorist group.

"We will not allow these terrorists
1o spoil the peace in Central Mindanag.
We will protect the people against those
who espousc vielent extremism.” Sabe-
jana. who is the concurrent Joint Task
Foree Central Comrnander, said.

"“We gase the fzar of our people and

assure them that safely prosedure:

were undertaken and deliberately
planned by JTFC giving duc concern
o the safetv of the civilian populace.”
he added, _

Sobejans said appropriate coord
nation har been made with the MILF
CCCH and the largeted areas were
copfined 1o locations far from the jocal
communities

"I am very determined o defeat
these threat groups and prevent them
from doing terroristic activities to bring
abont peace i Central Mindanao. We
urge the continued support and coop-
eration of our people in the communi-
tier te hasten the attainment of peace
ana devaiopmen.” Sobejans said, !

1

firefight. pmmpung i es ey 41 o

Calunoe a8 Nt A e A TRt s




15 BIFF men kit
ot T h i
PIRIT. Ciaharse—O omposite govemn- “v’iarc!'
e roop: and e SR cnaiss Bangsan:
are: sl I ipheis clashed

) on o HHL
bomb oxpen

mbex

thy misan, said Monday.

C'ren (“"mt Sobegna. oo

: my fantes Di-
he iy

..

From AZ

imorovise¢ cxplosive devices Tun by the
Davs'r‘-insmrhc‘ TTOFISL:
& “Dassh-mepired”
¢ influancec b
propazands mne recrultment activities o
the Istamic Siate group.

Military figld report identifiec the ar-
resied bomb exper: 2s Ustadz Anwar Al

group is one fhat

pert

the social media-basec

altesied

xpent wni his wiie after o pre-dawr raic
on The terransis L

Soneisne said the operation thoked
v g sarzllile-puided aiv qzzmvresxlh HARE
ko of & workshop produeing
i mré

s

22..whosurrendered with his wife Asnaye

AL 20 after ar honr-long encounter.
s Sobeiana, cremte_c the 33rd Infantey:

wahorn under T
the Fourlh Speciai Action Force Batialion
led by Police Supt. Darwin Padia. and the
6ist Divisior Reconpaissance Company
under First Lt Ruel Fortuna,

*The terrorists traded fire with the 33rd
Army Infapiry Bamahon troopers, “but

111“\ Were Gii- mmeuver“c &ﬁ.el about an

d]c:s hac alﬁcx corkm"atm acal 50 Sniper
i Mg Cavbine {rom

al &
s Semar

ihe e\rremmm

He showed satellitc-generated irnages
of the targs ans ue fimal blow of an air
girike i cress-zze- of precision 10 pre-
VENT WIneressan casualiies on non-com-
Latants. hash B, Maulans sngd Francisco
Tyvar

-

Coi. Harold ™ Cabunoc.




ing military offens

U

target 3 foreign militants

By farie J. Matlari

Three foreign milifanis are
among the targets of the on-
moing military agsauits against
the Bangsamoro dslamic Free
don Fighters §
asan ¥arsh in Maguindanac
provinge. the military said
vesterd sy,

BIFEY a7 Lige-

Brip. Gen. Civilito Sebejana,
commander of the Army's b
Ini‘anrvr Trivision (I1}3, said that
one of the ihree foreigners is an
incmhemn wht was wounded
guring the military asswull,

“There were thres foreign
nationals but we could not (as
certain thely wentities). there
was one wounded Indrmesian,”

Sobejans said,
TUnferiunaiety, Sehejana said
ihal one soldier was kiled
during the operation.
sobeiany sait the operations
were centinuing as of Monday
vowing there would be no let
up i the offensive until the
capabiiits of the BIFFi¢ moum
hombings and otherierrorist

“The firefight is ongoing
e what we are doing is

b{-‘

on: hecause we have already
errnered them,” Sobejana said,

B+ however, 'said that the
snldiers wers experiencing stif
resistance from the terrorists

aciivities have been degraded.

(operationlaWeswilloe

ofiotstop: weswillisustdin s Sunda

whe Wire efensive

smur.
Phe militarm launched an
f»puamn againstthe:BIFE on
the Liguasan: dla?‘)
— destroving fhe rebeis bomb
farory facilitr gnd killing I8
BIFY fighters,
The assaull was backed by
arciliers and sirerafr. however,

on & d

po-

1o fend off the advance -of the”
seldiers.

" Lhe zohw tnure

the terrovists were attempting

i1bnse,

Kesidents Iiving near Li-
guasan Marsh have fled their
homes i1 order to avoid gebting
trappet in the fivefighs. 7
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with BIFF in I\Eaguindanae

BY VICTOR REVES

FRISH fighung benvesn governs

“ment goop: and membezs of the
Bangeainoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters broke out vesterdar a7 the
Liguasar marsh in Maguindenao.
where the nilitar bombed and de
srroved the group’s bomi-making
faceory a day varher.

A soldier sng & BIFF muember
diedt in the fighong. said Bur Gen.
Ciriliro Sobzjune. commander of
the Armys oih Infan

Sobemns said o
ing « BIFT ourpos: when the
fireAphr broks put & aroune 1230

s WWETC CERAL

approach was expos
death o7 onv of our men” b smd.

Sobeiana said vie bodv of he
slainn BIFT member wis not ve-

gseaped Zher b wing At el

¢ kending to the

covered.
On Sunday

RITF members

~werekilied i an zssaultons BIFF

bomb factury 1n the same ares but
no body has been recoverad,

“We have w2t to recover ant fen-
emv body: becavss of the ongoing
fightng Ir's hard t¢ expose nur
Troops just o reeover the bodies.”
said Sobefana,

men were
injured whiic tvo oihers were
ceptured.

Lt Cnk Harid Labunog, com-
mander of the e Infan-
e Baralion, suid 2 second bomb
factory was szized by hus men
during fast Sundav® operation @
the Lipuasan massa.
abunoorsaicethe-BI FRoamermesss
bers at the secons bomb Zactosy

wespons and improvised bombs
i the warer, He said e baralion
only recovered & sniper fifig and
carbine rifle ir e ares ?:“ L




surreﬂder in Magui r‘zdanao

ABOMB MAKER of the

islamic State of Iraq and

" Byria (IS1S)-linked Bang-

samore Islamic Freedom

Fighters(BIFF)-and his

“rweitésurrendered to gov-
serfiment forees after thelr
bomb-making factory in

Maguindanac was de-
stroved in airstrikes on

Sunday.

Philippine Army (PA)

srirrhaguindanao:

&th Infanteye Division (D)
spokesmar Capt. Arvin
John Encinas tdentified
the coupileas 22-rear-old

AlstadzAnwars Ahand g

wife Amnsta; 200

- iEncinas ‘said the rnili-
trav airsirikes also resylt-
ed in the killing of 15 BIFF
memnbers and wounding
of eight others.

Around £ am onSun-
day, & military helicopter
sunship backed by artil-
38*‘\’1‘11‘9&1‘&1" ground troops
launched an aperation on
BIFFtargets attheborders
of Faganmear and Gen
Salipada K. Fendatur
towns m Maguindanao,

Tne operxation de-
stroved the BIFF [ED fac-
tory iocated al  the vas:
Liguasan marshiand ares

The assault tmapc
were composed of sol-
ors from the 33rd Infan-
fr" -Battalion led by L Col

Harold &4 -Cabundc;dist—

Divigien: Reconnaigsance

Companyied by 1Lt Ruet

Fortuna, and the Philip-
pime Nationaj Polide’s
Fourth Special Action
Battalio. led by Supi.
Darwir Padle.
After the fierce gun-
battle, Al and his wife
r by throwing
- vicapons in the we-
fer when il theyr po‘;‘:!blf;’
ye TOIes werg
o b government

vered from the

wre w00 Barret
and an*ﬁ\é-ﬂ
15&'. i

seiaidi tehos: Ru;wa--- T




A BOWE smaker of the Islamic ‘State of Iraq snd
Syria {I818)-dinked Bangeamoro Islamic Treedom
Fighters (BIFF: and his wife swrrendered as gove

ernment’ ‘i"ﬂmel. destmve,d their omb facmm' Anan

) _»nnw Bih Infonery Division YDH «nokeqman Cm.:

CAFEATONY Bhdines identified the’ c:ouple aslistads Anwar

A¥, 2%, BIFF bemb meker, ang ‘his wift Asneye, 20,
‘The operatior. gles resuited incthe killing of 15 mem-
hers .of BIFF and wounding ol eight other:.
Heports reaching Camp Agvinalde said that at arpund
2 mom., a military helicopter gunship. backed by artiller

&

Hrs amtI grouné treops, launched & z'.u'g1 4" uperasior

on BIFF pesitions on the borders of Pagalungan and

Ciari Salipade . Pendstun fowns in Maguindanas.

The aperaunn deswroved she BIFF IBET factory locazse
insouthern par: of the vamt Lignasan mershland ares
of Mdm.lmc‘m* ;

The assaull troops compused of seldieve beionging
thc Armoy's 38r¢ Infantry Bl talion led by 1.2 Col. Hardle

4. Cabunor, §is Division iieconnaissance (ompany oo
by 1Li. Rowe Fortuyna and the Philippine National P
Bee's Fourth Bpecial Acoon Battalion ied by Supi. Dar-
win - Padia,

The feam ansered tha: ihe BIFF members worc
confined in & spocific cren duving the operacion o nreven)

'\’2* page _mm
ing oan

ree exchange of fire
wihoriligs by throwing o
wl! their possible essupe routes ware
by povernment troow:

1w pearby towne.
ait hiz wife
WEpan inte

uu: r.ouple were © tui Bl Berreg
A4 Carbine rifle

—

audde delor HevesPalance
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isang cal. 50 sniper rifle
al isang oal 5.50 Wi h4
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ng Banpsamoro-d§lanc

Freedom -Fight
Bng NAPAIAY FrISHIARAWENE
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1 o g pamahalainsa
kamicmv i\l'l!v 54 f\*}a«*tmr
dsmnm.amaimlm\ﬂ. aid

Sa uial.y y
Ciritne Sobejahu, Com-
Smandes i

BIFF).-

ssa g ierorsiang gr
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TRI

Ang a,sxath OpEIAloNn Si
Kuita ng BIFF sa hangpe-
~yEn ng P

agalungan o 5K
Pendanm ng lalav igu s

nasa 16 BIFF ang napamy

habang walo ang nesugssam
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sancei

Rila g "BIFF s Ligoisd
Marsh a2 lpgar.
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Usinde Anwar Al 22 at
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“THE Bicameral Conference Cornmit-

tge of Congress should restore essen-
tia) provisions wiricken off the Bang-
gommoro Basic Law by lawmakers, &
broad-based conlition of Bangsamoro
civil society organizations said.

On Sunday, the Consortium of
Ranpsamoro Civil Society Organizs-
‘+jons hae conducted ¢ series of consul-
tations with varying sectors of peace
stakeholders for o i-people’s allience
1o call on Congress to resiore provi-
sions either deleted o were toned-
down,

Lawver Naguib Sinarimbe of the

Lnited Nation: Development Program

field oot 1

1087 Constitation, there have o be
changes aiso on the BBL.

Bur the Senate version deleted the
provision. of the BBL on the conduct of
periodic plebiscite svery five years for

~gary general, said & manifesto for the.

possible changes in the jaw in the next
25 yeers.
Samirmy:Maulana;: CBCSO

ore

cause in Congress would be the least
thai they woulc war: i come up with,
aside from rallies. before members
of Congress meet for tne Bicameral
Compitiee Conference in mid-huly to
pass the substitute BBL into law,

Smarimbe said Section 11 Articke
X1} of the BBL reduces to only 50-50
the sharing 0; 18y ICVENUES. iEes and
charges coliected in the Bangsamoro.
wheress the original BBL provision
based on the CAB i 75-25 in favor of
the Bangsamore. b

JEE————

Mindanac said that if the ™
: ---i:'-:governme;_m-.sx_:_;_;c_cpds:j_n_:phaz;gipg.;:ihe.;-.-__.___ —




~ DFA updates diplomatic
group on PH rights issues

EIIISIIN Aw-up h*'rr{iit}gj ot: _h?zmzm e;f".l‘_as:i': Ifo:.vcc BungronrMa_
: crights, the fire of witieh was shaved the rehatiiin
Cbeld on March 5. tior-plans of the Philippin:
F oo Liaime o fuster beller  povernment § 3 Moray
----- e for - the B8th- Besslat B idingn s Wil Philippine o venralter
“ihe United Nationys Huo- POUNECTPATIE.  mratmets wrrorist.
manRights Cowndilithat. Frenger transparense and 0 He mentiones the
will be held startog fis update fhem on relevan
manth, the Depart@sint oo oo programs ghas
of Poreign Affairs Gaitdr
undaied membery of the
. dipiomatic community
¢ an huwpan rightsrelated
issues in {be Philip-

! pines.

ri of prpm*atmn

are o dine vith the Daterie
administaton’ o
tered aoendes
plemeniaiio
Vs Inbern

Hoetwy -

T Tare

i il

D rumiher o
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Tie Wt e
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resurracted His ol

tolsoantinue....” -

PN foole b thats exactly
svhat some orvitice of Presi:
_ odrigs-Duterie apparendy
wan: by ¢astizating him for ot
falang & sirenger siance against

Lihinaamid reporte that Ea Asian
EAPEIDOWEr Bot O
snucdear-capabie g

ersand depioved avt-ship rrsise

anissiles in the dispuied Spratly

iskands i thw Bk China Sea but
alses harasses HHinine fishermer
s the Sea anaman)
Shoel.

OYOg:

) . . .
! e - e
- . s
T [
S

doven the Chin

Edgar Arevale

s 5 o t%‘y“

of .;S(.:ari“}m‘rmp.l‘» ready 1o face
Cazast Guard
JHe
Tuch g

ifthiy attemet
Hishiermen in by

Tmove, however ey irigger @

tonfrone '_ion b:’we en Philippine
and Chines: i 10 happened

ended with the

before and

By r} sure u-nan s awpre of il

Tiidging by his propeunce

entsibsecms what- éia;ann
: Lilipping j«a\"‘_:'
sazy inthewan.

afler Dhterte mended bilateral
feiion: with Chine that Filipine
fshermen were again given-acress
whing grounds;

whioit Aiejanc blaming
io7 the curreat plight of
e Bishermen in Scar {}amugn
Show! when 1t was hi\ ok 3 hnss
PRiew,
frhie frs p ace? Uh"zousln "tw&

st vich f

ifaint amz‘ s Duterie
Alelanc ha heen needling

CDuterss over the governments

afleged inaciion e pr\-":a".r; the
wfeged Larassmer: of i
alsr}ﬂf’ﬂc'“ a Soa

1 1ro0nE 10
o WAKTS
ci, which was

N
Defense

arefered govomn
sl patrols na th
of theSouth Chins
vehementiy ar-‘z‘m‘ A
Seeretary Dt i .

“Fovtherorare, thers s nosuch
order coming fvon the Lo
mander i UMel A g malter of
fact our maridme end acrial pe-

IS

Public Affair

“ha ."1 ontiel ove;
Shoal ax par of s ecu

hiz Jormer

hilippines
it z.z:'uu;;'h
nen e
axchusive zone, Thas r>nq\
Aol 02000 e
the s’i‘ lip

lempted ¢ arvest the fishermen
awho had Hiegelh collecied cov

als, glant clome and five sharks,
Chinese maritiny surveillanee
ships blocked the arrest, fued
fng o threr-montk sandof that
evenuatly sav Pnienime Coas
Guard vessels withenwing fiom
thelagoon, Chiness Joas: Guard
vessels have beor ncoupwing Scar-
borough Shoai sinc. H was only

TANSTIFets

dei,\-’?tims-uf‘ frhmagoon,

uisx takes issge s mh
Duiere’s muted response to the
nization of -Chi-
e‘i"t. in *hv Sn'i’ai- .

COMEreSMIY WaTnS zzhal
depiovment of nuclear-
capaile bombers on the
ribcts Blands in the South
Cinne See - with ¢ 2,500 Klome-
107 30IMNAY ranpe - present s clear
62 DIOSCIGANgLT 1o the country.

Thiowar faec it Alefane's pro-
nouncements i mere politica!l
@andstaang, It's either that, or




yoe uhderstand the g
: frealivies in the South Chi-
B So As g frrmer mitiare officer,
ferani uuw'iu 0 know that China
1 deploy missiles
i the Spr aaiu: it really wantste
farget wur military instailations.
Chine s carrent arsenal of ballistic
infiler s vapable ofhitting any

“point in the country wm%mmever

" eaving (e mainland, L
lis Dongleng-25 [DF-26),:the
S worid s iongesi-range convention-
lfy armed ballistir missileswitha
venge of 3,000~4,000 dlometers,
_'-L(z\ Hu i developed principaliv
' ion attagk ol (i
Fve land 12 rgetsin nartlc:uiar, the -
SGivan avhases and portiacilities.
“hore recenth China pnvelled s
“ device—the Trong-
‘41} intercontinenial
%}*;ﬁersor;ic
- wwarhead
mr that car *n target
+1he globe, induding
Sates,
is puitding up military
cap sabibitics on the contested reek
: H‘ dofenzsm mlrpos,Dr

istant,

rm“ﬂ w:amnr with g lm:ted
rangs of 124 miles, meantio shoot
gdown incoming enemy planes. The
jocatior of it weaponized reefs s

# DULAY FROM 25

Who wants
also defensive in that it gives China the ability
1o biack access from Taiwan or the Philippines

to s submayine bases on the mainiand
WhetherChina’s defensive posture in the dis-
puted reefs tums imto an offensive one remains
1o he seen. One thing is sure though. IT it does.
we cannot rely on the Americans to defend the
country's exclusive economic zone (EEZ} in the
South China Sea The US-Philippine alfiance has
been put to the test twice before and it failed

rniserably. The frs ume was wher Ching oc-
cupied Mischie” {o: Panganiban) Reelin 1995,
and the second, during the Scarborough Shoal
standoffin 2022 '
| recall that when the Mischief Reef dis-

pute erupted ir Fehruan: 1995, the Clinton
administratior: refuscd 1o lift a finper saving:
“Ihe LS 1akes ne pasition on the legal mer-
its of the competing claims and is willing
10 assist in the peaceful resolution of the
dispute.” The Americans brokered a dealin
the Scarborougn Shoal conflict that ended
with Philippine troops Jeaving the jagoon
and the Chinese military staving behind

,.

and raking contrel of the dismuted shoal.

Clearly, the US witi not risi: warwith s nuciear
state over some rocks and reefs where its corc
interests are o a: slake, Ac Dhanerte correcthy
pointed olzi, “America will never dicfores” incase
ofa conflic: in the Sprathys o Scarborough Shoal

This means we have w fend for our-
selves if we are to peacefully resolve the
South China Ses igsuc without giving up
our rightful claims. And te my ming, the
presideni’s pragmatic approach te China
femains, for the moment. the best strat-
egy. giver today’s fluid geopolitical and
economic conditions
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'}Chféna? Let's hope not

BY RICARDO SALUDQO  In Washingron, Admiral Philip
o Columnist Davidson, the new chief of the
e e Hacific Command in Hawaiivrote
R Chwie tefenee oopers 16 the US Congress that with its
S ERfron spposite « he  three man‘made islands n the
world spoke of war with China. d SatudoRE




& SALUDO FROM AT

conlrcs]lé:m the §u11t1 (‘hma Qea.
Al scenasios shon of war \ni}n the
Linited Stawes.” :

Then, i Mariia, :\rw},rcn :
Diefense Secretarv.and Nl
“Secriv sidviser Norbere G
taised the possibiliy o :C

anvasion. "Ch
histore of invading oiier countries,
bun it ismet averse 1o using il
might 1 sotuie 1eritorial cwﬂlcis;"“
Hﬂ wrole 1¢ Rappier.

neasion i not unthinkable

Coonzaie

Foerm in 2027,

uuierv ending

siip hosu + Htherewere an

ineasion. bs

iets asses these FOMMeNts ;msfl

sec if they hadd water. Today, we

fook at thw invasion scenario, And -

next Tuesday war prospects in#isia,
In this s
sl ;isid-z- b

and It anmg‘, fm or

scmm\ and ate factors § mp

Will the Chinese invade?

Gonzale.
Duterte’s suscessor reversing his

ffiendsni'f with Thina. Can it

hﬂp TEn.

Well, it dic wien then- Pres»dem

Renigno Aguino 3rd ended his
tad d

predecessor Glora Aroyo's cosdial

relations witl: lmm;g

Arrovo had eased 1Ensions bv-

among olhe: tings. guietly deal-
ing with Chinese fshermen caught
in the Phihpoine: exclusive eco-
nemic zone By Aguino did the
oppesite seading a navy figate 4¢
arrest Chinese hshenmen i Panatag

hine does not havé &

A \_nmes“_ -
Sl ACaoperation Agreerment [EDCA

chew ¢ possible Beljing
conicern: over President Rodrigts - deploymens: i the countr
: LIS torces arcess 10 0w bases
Al 1ea ey leader
EDCA implemeniation.

¢ that “witfin

“Rim long-un in hzs _’D (~ “ﬂl
“hrinkmanship with the US over
‘hig imci*ar and hal lzsm »wapons

smen. 1f's crcial o

' _'The P“uiippine
h

jicd Befjing's fear i

REPUBLIC
SERVICE

’IC)'"OlmtE .,hiI]BSPED’T rachiment

Agating forged the Enban te'i Jc;msv
% H‘.

2014, 1o escalale American mﬂﬁan
ard give

sialled
rightiv
fearing that 145 for ces in L‘IL mu"m

Presiden: Duterte ha

 facility at the Cesar Basa Al
“ip Fampang:.
flastipois in

RICARDE -

ramerough)s 1l wmmhr ]qs‘ _
;iﬂ the ensuring confrantation with
(China in Apd] 2007

DUl an o

closest o poter
ooy, falwar
(n\mai is=§:anés

zhc thalw -‘;

es52 alf bas 1 ok
relief inihe s
whore L
Are DEst ST

FEDCA can
1aci, wh doesrt Prezident Duterls
abrogate it o can do that onhis
owr, singe SD0A B oo :

" Suprems O

i aareetnenty,

}!\,Jia\p A
AL 4N O‘TUL-

e Duterielykeeping
e alowing some

ke onsimcilor 1 sem no‘m ns’can

HOIGORE

Ching invade i

-

Hike the nex a&mzmsuatm' wond
" resiee EDCS
“pines i becorne o platforn: for the

L and atiow the Poilip-

B0 percent of S naval assers Wast-

Angien wants L move 1G he x(‘ﬂz'}n

under s Prvot 1o Asia po
ko e TEOUTITRY nuria

“ble cruise misstles can strike mos
.of China and all oithe South China

Sez, where vital commoadities pass.

“including 80 percent of Chinese
-oil imports. {ndeed, fear o the US
mitiary buildup inthe Philiprines

probably led the Peoples Libera-

fion Ay © turn reefs inlo man-

.

miade istands ready for PLA use
‘That the LIS aims o use Philinpine
bases in conflics elsewher In Asiz

anﬁSiD!‘% ﬁt}

Buxt 3f the Phllippines doe
forces depion massively. China
will respotic

For stamer:
abasut
China Eronoemis DIessiae comes
next. Chiness aid, credit. and inwrst-
ment will dr up. and ade restic-
tionswit muluph: Somightaghson
overseas Flpine s
morethan 12X

e P can enealate deployment

daore witl b warmings

in waters arouns the Philippines.

even tie I'acin:. meluding Phifip-
pine Rise. &
onsach cons
Lonal crimc. and piracy raight geind

B

‘thesqueeze on the Philippines.

wear atraicgy wrged by the 2
Cagavan de'Cro ~
= ~ o report,
nrovoke Chingseat- | Thiough ]
primare warthme frgets wouis be

a‘ireaty, - Ameriran atreref carsiers :

~cdn Cubad

- rregional milkary platform Againg:
“Western and Japanese pavat and an
“forces any invading forre waukd

e U5

harboring forces thregiening -~ the Pm!mpmrs; mus kew

Ceapaidtition. &
" Duteric i doing,
oriers, mcluding -
o Hong Kong,.
w dolences ove
Mational Sccuriny Adviser Roilo
Godes, & dear friend, an veermed
wanwhile, cooperation :
£rive s dTURs, Wansna- -

‘to'a halt. And Chinas imimense
diptomatic tlout. s the leading

trading partne: and fanding source
¥ most nations, could further put

This scenario is not- nperulauon

e US did worse t¢-Caba for

e

ATTIVSDOTISOTed

Unthinkab
The r-:pc:z[ also wa

_ hall
‘azcentury afier thedsland nearly -
‘hosied Russian nuciear missiles
Coin 1962 Don't expect sasies e
ment Fwe bingin Americal forees
‘capable of nuking China and dlock
Cdng hs attes: 10 of and gas — &

I Retiing moungan invasion.
toe, as Washington tiled bui falied

L nand

he

y hefore it fandied.
i{m_Q":mf SCOTIATHG,
oign

H

with: all

crushed eve
Civen th

forces oul enhance tex

*powers. and build our cuen defense

sacdvwha Presidont

(i s,xpa”;t eur pmmuu COR-
o 1H1e passing 07 £

Cabinet colieague. and 2 most
insightiis 1nind 0 secoris s

Adar he rest in peace) b
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REMINDERS

This segmenst it intended w remind the Durerte adminterrarion of
some of s ver upsatflled promises and marrers that need atenuon
and/or follow-up scdon. More imporanty. the poople are endded

ser oy what's being done abowr therr,

o Digong’s promise v nd the counmn
¢ourse. necessitates re-visng the Jopsided
with the US. :

2+ Reciprocal vise armmgements with the US anc other counines,
Whatis the DA dong 2bout thist Oue embassy 1n Washingien®

3 The reieval of the Balebgima bells. Sources sav the reran of
the bels it now aemong & cermfcanon of some king from e US
Defense Deparmmen: ro be submitted to the U Songress, I: our
embassy in Washingsn on top of thiss,

4 The remrn of the Cancdiarn wasie Dowrees sau the 1Y

Lk PTODED COUR FOr Ty ImMPonier o

fled » monorn nofore

waste 16 Canadi ™o QEQIRIOT Vel N wore shout Whit Cafledl

eI
sk

sto07 tr §2th venr of the ent

Today i the
ance of jonas Buargo: son of gt jawe pres
rewspape:, Joc Buzgos.
_Afrer the aequatia of |
Tall charped with, Jor
ADOW AT AGDiving Brovidence

i I rhe onlv person foe-
wha: nay: S

From. an internet frienc
Tommy wiar slilng i
bim, “Tommy, how magh b
Tommy, caught of ] poarc. begm countny s
table mumbibng w bimsels 220050047 beros

clase when suddenhs s teacher asked

E 2?,

unde: e

NPy enchainy-

g “the answsr ¢ foar’

i3

put i

STER Ao taT

R

Tommy pur lus hang: i1 i
e a1 bis pante ana moviag b ip: withow
dnall the teacher becarms IMTIDLDT ABC sk

Ulset whot von T, don

ansee Bt sleven!”

ing there and | can wl ot 1

okl

Y : . FY
s 2008 i

Bt roscr




2y

June 2018

“FUINE 14, 2016 sarked fhe 1180 anniver
-sary of the day on whichthe leaders of the

Filipine people. unafraid of challenging a
‘powerful foreigr ‘adversary. declared this
couniry’s independence from its longtime
colonia; master, Spain. Like the other june
12s since 1963 June 20, 2016 trudy was &
dav of national independence. The Philip-
pines was complstely free to char{ its owr:
course, was independent of any external
entanglements other than the interns-
tionat and bilateral treaties—especially
the United Nations Charter—int which it
hac enterod 208 was respectec and Joved
vy members of the entire internatio:al
community, whose norms and rules #-had

-partpershipwith.the Pinkippines.And.

next drive Philippine fishermen sway from
#rveir historic fishing grounds and @) that
in generzl it would anaintain the status
cpac. That can hardly*be ‘characterized a3
a display of independent action by a sov-
STRIEN COUNTTY.

-~ Consider. nexL, the situation with rega’
10 the relations betweern the Filipino peo-

ple and the rest of the international com-
munits. The citizens of dcountry that calls
itself & democracy ghould have the inde-
pendence to maintaln friendships svith
other well-intenvioned and freedom-Jos-
ing peopies. But the present governmen
of this country has chosen to maintain &
foreign: polic that makes Filipinos disdain
tie peoples «f countries that have done
the Philippines nc harm and thar fave in
fact been 55 aliles. On the other hand, the
Filipine people have beer directed to be
friendh with the peonles:of countries thai
do not have & history ol wioseness to #nd

ZhosernroHeoeptas
Jdupe 12, 2016 was &

that preceded it. The same cannot be said

of June 12, 20IE
Today shouid be
observed as De-

:pinos are supposed o considerthemseives
dependent oflie day thal isomeaniitoicels i

«ebrate indepsndence?

Finally, there 1=
the -state . of Philip-
pine telations with

the jeadmg instiu-

pendense. Day, not...
Independence Day.

Why do 1 make
this' seeminily'
Tageous saiement” Dk,
Because. while the
Philippines  may
factually and legai-
Jv be ar independ-
ent niation. the reality is that it has over the
last two vears become & sevviem Stale, a
vassal. a country incapable of freels exer-
cising it rights es a sovereign member of
the international community.

Consider the situation in West Phiilp-
pine Sea Ifthis country still possessed the
will of & fully sovereign swate, and if today
were sl Independence Day. it would
heve taken ail the necessary and feasible
steps 1o assert the rigits confirmed by 2
Un-sponsored international arbitral iribu-
nal. B the Philippine government, like a
veritable wimp, bas not taken those steps.

éé Consider the
“Eituationinthe:
' ineSeaq: éﬁ

fions .of this woric,
Were the [ilpino

West

the  inlerpaiional
instiutions  with
which they destred
1o have friendly re-
lations. they would today be on the best
of terins with the United Nations and tiw
organization: of 27 Buropean nations. tix
Euronean Union. and sirnilar institutions.
Bt under tre present administretion tha
choice is no ionger the Filipine people’s 1o
make. 1t has beer taken away from them
by a President who, clairing to be acting
on behal{ of the citizens of this conntry, has
inguited. badmonthed and demeaned those
institution: and their representatives. The
Filipine people wish to be goud citizens of
the world and 10 heve friendly relations with
al} weli-intentioned justitutions and peoples.

Insiead, & Dhas. in rue im—independentf’ﬂljnti} Jane 12, 2016 the citizens of this
fashior., accepted China’s so-calied underc Y chuntry could celebrate a day of frue na-

takings (1) that & would make no more en-
croachrments an Philippine territory m the
Wes: Philippine Sea. () thas it will make
ne more militaristic moves o or against

tional independence and wish one anothet

Happy Independence Day. Two vears jater

they no jenger can. b o
Happy Diependence Day, everyone. *
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Airstrikes vs. BIFF coordinated with MILF:
OPAPP

By Jose Cielito Reganit

MANILA -- The airstrike carried out against the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters
. (BIFF), a local armed group that has piedged allegiance t¢ the Islamic State, was.
conducted “with fuli coordination” with the Moro islamic Liberation Front (MILF), the
Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP) said Monday.

On Sunday, the 6th Infantry Division (ID) of the Philippine Army conducted military
operations against a group of Daesh-inspired bomb-makers holed out in the southern

portion of Liguasan Marsh in Maguindanao.

The military operaiion was a combination of surgical airstrikes on confirmed targets and
focused ground operations against the group.

"This operation was conducted with full coordination with the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front {(MILF) Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH). T"xe

o QPARE said inastatement..

“rdrgeted-aress were glsoeonfinedtoriccationsthatare-far-fronrcommunities; the B

e tary offensive could: adverseiy affect the ongoing peace process between the .

“The operation was successful, resulting in the eradication of identified IED (improvised
explosive device) factories. Follow-up operations are ailso being conducted to ensure
_that terrorists are confined in the areg,” the statement added.

..The OPAPP statement was issued after concerns were . raised on social media. that the

government and the MILF.

To further aillay any concerns, the OPAPP said that a coordination meeting among
representatives of the Philippine government, MILF CCCH, MILF Ad Hoc Joint Action
Group (AHJAG), 6th ID, 602nd Infantry Brigade, and 7th infantry Battalion was
conducted immediately just hours after the airsirikes.

The meeting was presided by Maj, Gen. Dato’ Mohd Nazir Bin Haji Mami, head of
mission of the 13th Mindanao International Monitoring Team (IMT-M13).
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AFP mourns passing of ex-security
adviser Roilo Golez

By Priam Nepomuceno

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) expressed ifs condolences to
the family of former National Security Adviser (NSL\) Roz!o Gotez Who succumbed to

~ heart attack Monday

“The AFP sincerely condoles with the family and friends of former Congressman and
National Security Adviser Roilc Golez for his untimely demise,” military spokesperson
Col. Edgard Arevalo said in a message 1o reporiers.

Golez, a graduate of the prestigious US Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. retired
from the Philippine Navy with the rank of captain, and joined the government in various
capacities before becoming Parafiaque (2nd District) Representative from 1992 to 2001

and from 2004 to 2013.

He was appointed to the NSA post by then President Gloria Macapagal-Arroye where

—-he-senved from- 2001102004 e

nation and its people extended throughout his lifetime," Arevalo added.

Golez will be remembered for his keen insights founded on his knowledge of mzhtary

~ history and strategy, national security, and geopoiitics, the AFP spokesperson
. said (PNA)
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According to the OPAPP, it was agreed during the meeting that further coordination
meetings will be held o discuss possible cooperation between government and MILF
forces against the terrorists.

Another meeting was held Monday where it was agreed that & coordinating team will be
established as the operating arm of the CCCH and AHJAG on the ground.

of Pikit.

Meanwhile, the OFPAPF assured that residents who fied their communities at the height
" of the military operation could now return safely to their homes.

Scores of residents reportedly fled their homes for fear of a possible spillover of
hostilities in their respective communities.

“It was also agreed that the MILF ceasefire mechanism wilt inform evacuees from Pikit,
North Cotabato that they should keep calm and return to their respective communities
because they are not the target of the operation.” the OPAPP statement said.

“Also, 602nd 1B commander Col. Alfredo Rosario was also able to meet with
representatives of the Deparment of Social Welfare and Develocpment in Region 12 and
asked them to inform the evacuees that they can return home since the possibility of
further airstrikes is now remote,” it added. (PNA)




