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1-2 Boracay raps filed vs 17 Aklan execs P Star-1
3 Palace: No apology from the president PDI-A1

4-5 PCG rescues Chinese girl attempting to cross SCS P Star-1

6-7 1§ US reassures Phl of stability in Indo-Pacific region P Star-4

8-9 US, Chinese chiefs seek areas of cooperation amid tensions PDI-AB
10-11 | US touts ‘enduring’ pacific presence as carrier visits Manila PDI-AB

12 US, Chinese defense chiefs talk cooperation despite tensions M Bulletin-6

13 PH, US security advisers reaffirm importance of security M Bulletin-4

ailiance

14 US vows ‘enduring presence’ M Standard-A2
15| Crow Valley residents face eviction P otaria.
4847 =Senators-to. Rody:-:-?F_hink--twice--before-:arming. .b.’gay_.execs s B Y 1= | RTINS S

18 Mistaken clash: 2 cops sacked, froops disarmed PDI-A3

19 DND wants to remove all civilians in Crow Valley PDI-A3

20 lflega! settlers at Crow Valley Air Base set to be relocated Malaya-B2
"1 ] Crow Valley off limits as civilian habitat T D tribune.3 |

..k .22 1Sundalo pataysabuybust } Nagyon-9 .
§.23.24 | Peace panel starts public consultation- P-Star-t- -

25 Reds burn motorcycles in Butuan P Star-14

26 Late village chief's kin surrender guns P Star-14
27-28 | AFP disarms 16 soldiers in Samara misencounter P Star-2

29 AFP vows no coverup in Samar misencounter probe M Bulietin-2
30-31 | Top cops relieved over ‘misencounter’ 0 tribune-1

32 AFP: No cover up sa Samar misencounter PM-2

33 Mimaropa top cop orders suspension of combat ops sans AFP | P Tonight-8

notice

34 NPA firearms, ammunition recover in Isabeia M Times-A7

35 2 NPA commanders yield in Surigao del Sur M Bulletin-11

36 3 soldiers wounded in NPA ambush M Bulletin-10

37 3 soldiers hurt in NPA attack Malaya-B2

38 | 3 soldiers hurt in ambush P Tonight-14

39 Girl, 7, kidnapped by Abus in Tawi-Tawi P Star-14
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40 ASG kidnaps merchants daughter in Tawi-tawi M Bulletin-11
427 PNP steps in to defuse tension between warring MNLF, MiLF M Bulletin-11
groups

43 Solons wary of Marawi rehab, rights situation M Standard-A2

44 Tanods as ‘citizen soldiers M Bulletin-8
45-45 ¢ in the rain at high noon Malaya-B4

46 Friendly fire Malaya-B4

47 Will Uncie Sam defend PH territory at WPS? D Tribune-3

48 Armed men abducts 7-year-old girl in Tawi-Tawi www.ingtiirer.net

49 PH may buy more NC212i planes in the future — Lorenzana www.inguirer.net

50 PNP, AFP probe troops comms in Samar misencounter www.inquirer.net
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DILG: Duterte fo find replacements if suspended by ombudsman

By JENNIFER RENDON

ILOILO CITY ~ A total of

17 officials of Aklan prov-
ince and Malay town were
~charged-yesterdaybefore ihe

Office of the Ombudsman
“for peglect of duty that led
- Officer Valentin Talabero; Malay”

Mayor Ciceron Cawaling; Ma-

to Boracay Island’senviron
mental erisis,; -

President Duterte may replace
the officials if they are suspended
by the ombudsman, according to
Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) Un-
secretary: Epimaco Densing 1,

ment and Natural Respurces

harged were Gov. Florencio .,
«Miraflores; ProvincialiEnviron:

lay Vice Mayor Abram Sualog;
Sangguniang Bayan members
Natalie Cawaiing-Paderes, Jupi-
ter Aelfred Gallernero, Frolibar
Bautista, Lloyd Maming, Dalidig

delos Santos and Dante Pagsug-

- uiiron; Malaylicensing officerJery =
Salsona; Municipal Environment

- arid Naturs]l Resources Officer-
Edgardo Sancho; and barangay

_..captains Hector Cas}
- Yapak, Chona Gabay of

Mano¢ and Lilibeth Sacapafio
. of Balabag. '

Also charged were several
John and Jane Does.

The 17 were administratively
charged under the Local Govern-
ment Code for gross neglect of
duty, conduct unbecoming of a

. Turn to Page 6




public officer, conduct preju-
dicial to the bestinterest of the
service and grave misconduct,

- Prderes, Salsona; Talabers,

Sancho and the three barangay
captains were also criminally
charged for violation of Re-
public Act 3019 or the Anti-
Graft and Corrupt Fractices

Act. .
In an interview with re-

porters after &ling the com-

plaints; ‘Densing said Mi-
raflores must be held liable
with the officials of Malay as
he has the “general supervi-
sion over all component cit-
ies and municipalities inn the
province of Aklan.”
The complaints against the
- municipal officials stemmoed
from their alleged issuance of
business permits to more than
2,000 establishments despite
the lack of necessary docu-
ments, such as fire safety clear-
ance and National Building
Gode comph ificate,

Densing said from March
-0 May:this year:his team-con-...

ducted physical investigation
on the 2,269 establishments

operating in Boracay and :

From Page 1

found that only 95 of them
were fullv compliant with fire
safety, building satety and en-

Virorimérital safety stahdards.””

“More than haif of the es-
tablishments there have no
mavor’s permit and 1 think
360-plus (establishments) have
no environmental compliance
certificate.” Densing said.

Densing added that more
than half of the establishments
were also not paving their em-
plovees” contributions 1o the
Soaal Security Svstem, Bureau
af Internal Revenue and Pag-
TBIG Fund.

“Even the local employ-
ees working there are not
receiving benefits. Thev are
being taken advantage uf by
these businessmen,” Dens-
ing said.

Densing added that the
Commisston on Audit will also
Ipok inte the environmental
fees collected in Boracay in the

to discuss the soft opening of
the island on Oct, 26.

“We warit to define the soft
opening — which establish-
ments will be allowed Lo oper-
ate,” Densing said.

"He added thai some ment.

bers of the Cabinet who are
not part of the task force have
indicated their intention to
attend.
Agro-tourism sife

For ite pari, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) is
transforming a two-hectare
ancestral land in Boracay into
an agro-tourism site as part
of the government's efforts to
lift indigenous people from
poverty and rehabilitate the
island at the same time,

Agriculture Secretary Em-
manuel] Pifiol said the An
tribe in Boracay will adopt the
Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran ng
Kababayang Katutubo (4Ks)
program, which will develop
thousands of hectares of an-
cestral domain into tree farms
with profitable crops . v

dairy goat milk patlor, while
a portion will be used for the
establishment of an organic
restaurant or eaterv where
indigenous recipes could be

..offered to tourists,” Pifiol saids .

"With funds coming from
the DA .and assisted by work-
ers of the Agricultural Train-
ing Institute, a tribal-inspired
hostel complere with facilities
for trainings and seminars wil]
also be established,” he added.

The 4Ks program aims to
help tribal people contribute
to better food production in
the country,

“The whole area is envi-
sioned to become a tourist
destination in itself, with the
Ali pecple benefitting from
the influx of tourists who |
believe would be interested
to have a taste of indigenous
food, stayin a tribal-designed
hostel or have a taste of or-
ganically produced milk and
dairy products,” Pifiol said.

4Ks include the planting of
industrial trees like falcata to

=be-intercropped-with ¢offas;

dast five years,. .,

“We would look into how

much-was.collected andshows:

it was utilizod,” be said.
Meanwhile, Task Force Bo-
racay is set fomeet nextmonth

: 4 - : : : .

“Part of the two-hectare

sarea of the BorscayAtiwillibe:
transfommed inte 2 vegetable

production area using a solar-

-powered greenhouse and

cacao, black pepper, abaca

and oot erops’like organic”

ube (purple yam) and camote

{sweet potato),

DA estimates that after two

P1 million per hectare.

vears, the £4Ks program will
start earning at least PT100,000

per hectare every vear with
the bulk of income coming

on the fifth vear when the
industrial trees are harvested

_and expected to earn at least

The department is larget-
ing an initial area of 100,000
hectares for 20,000 famiiies.
~ With Elizabeth Marcelo,
Cecille Suerte Felipe, Louise
Maureen Simeon
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S puterte's Minsui to God” Taged

“notdemandia pablic apology

o Preméent;ai spo&esp&rson Harry Roque m}e::ts the call of Bm.Eddxe Vxlianueva ' o mm e
that the Chief Executive say sorry in public lest his rant invite calamities on the entivenation. A%

FRo i

By Christine O. Avendadio
@1oavendanolNG

There won't be any sorry com-
ing from President Duterte,
Malacanang said on Wednes-
day. rejecting the suggestion of
Christian evangelist Bro. Bddie
Villanueva that the Chief Execu-
tive apologize {0 God in public

coliective wisdom of the body
-of -Christ, this may lead to a
kind of huge prayver rally.” he
said.
"~ Mr. Duterts, notorious for
having cursed even Pope Francis
and world leaders, has been un-

apologetic about the remarks he |

made in last Fridav’s speech in
Davao City, in which he took aim
al the biblical story of creation,
and questioned why God made
Adam and Eve perfect only to al-
Tow them to fall from grace,

the killings of priests, not by
the President's recent com-
ments against God.

Mr. Duterte has picked on
the Church in his rambling
speeches over sex abuses by
priests in responss to its grow-
ing criticism of its brutal war
on drugs.

As more members of the
clergy came out to rebutke him,
Manila Archbishop Luis Anto-
nie Cardinal Tagle called for
sobristy,

forcaling B gt o

As the uproar over Mr.

across  the  predominantly
Catholic country, Malacafang
guietly beld a dialogue with the
Philippine Council for Evangel-

Jdeal Churches (PCEC) ina bid to

mend any rift.
"The God that I know will

- presidentialspokedperson Har

v Roque said in response o
Villanueva's suggestion.

Roque told ANC that "the God
that T kmow is the God of love,
and He is too big for any words
that may come from a mortal”
He and twe others earhier held &
dialogue with PCEC leaders.

Freedom of expression
Besides, Rogue said, he be-
lieved nobody could demand
anvthing from anyone, but crit-
ics conld abways respond to the
President in their exercise of
their freedom of expression.
Villanueva, founder of the Jo-
sus Is Lord Movemnent {JIL}, told
an ANC public affairs show that
insulting God smacked of blas-
phemy “in the highest order”
and invited the "wrath of God"
hence. the need for apolopy.
“The Bible is clear, when

Bro..- Eddie Viflanueva -

vou slander God, you are invit-
ing curses not only to yourself
but te the eptire nation. lke
calamities,” he said.

CNGione ";':"z'z"ii"-ﬁié't:'-i'{fiﬁi}&f Bist
Psalm g those who-are mock=""

ing, persecuting God’s pecpie,
the faith of God's people . . .
God is just laughing at them.
They are inviting the wrath of
God," he added.

On the religious leader's
warning of {ire and brimstone,
Rogque said; "That’s a matter of
behief and faith.”

The JIL, which counis 10
milion members worldwide,
asked Mr. Duterte to apologize
to God in public in 2 June 25 tet-
ter to him.

HL prayer vally

Villanueva warned that his
group would mobilize a praver
rally if the President rebuffed
its calls. _é

“We are represenling 1o
million people. I don't believe
the President will ignore this.
Because once he ignores the

R CE Tl R o1 A R e
.. You created something perfec:
“and then'youthink 6f an ovent =

that would desiroy the quality

- of your work,” the 73-year-ald

leader said. "How can you ra-
tionalize that God? How can
you believe him?"

On Wednesday afternoon,
Ronue, Foreign Undersecratary

“Efnésio Abella‘and Pastor "Boy”

Saycon of the'Couricil for Philip-
pine Affairs met with PCEC Bish-
aop Noel Pantoja as part of the
governmerd initiative to mend
any rift with the Church.

Opportunity for dialogue

Pantoja ralled the dialogue
a4 “blegsing” amid the furo,
saying it “opened up an oppor-
tunity for the Christian Church
to be able to have a dialogue
with leaders of the nation.”

The PCEC, which earlier de-
nounced the President’s re-
marks, hoped 1o sit down with
the President anytime “so we
can pray for him and express
our desire to build our nation,”
he said in a joint briefing with
the Malacafiang team.

Roque said his group hoped
to meel with Catholic bishops
next, darifying that the dia-
logue had been prompted by

fat thmgq disturb your inper
‘peace. Let us read the situation
with the eyes of faith,” Tagle
said in g letter to priests in his
diocese,

—-Respect for all religions-—— ~—

Quoting the Second Vatican

fornon-Cathalics and their reh- -

“gions, 88 wellas nonbelievers,

“All people should strive to
respect those who differ from
their beliefs. Religions are not
to be used for conflicrs but for
mutual  understanding  and
peace.” he said.

Tagle said the matter of
questioning God and God’s
ways was “as old as humanity
and religions.”

Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma
called Mr. Duterte’s rant
“wabag" (Cebuano word for “out
of fune”), but appeaied to the
faithful to pray for the Presi-
dent’s enlightenment and dis-
covery of the way of the truth.

“We hope he will realize that
what he is doing does not pre-
sent a good picture of him,” Pal-
ma said in an interview, —wity
REPORTS FROM TINA G, SANTOS, ADOR
VINCENT BAAYOL, CARLA F. GUMEZ
JOEY 5. GABIETA AND ANE [NC

““¥e af eace. Be'calm. Dot

. Council, Tagle called forrespect
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By EDU PUNAY
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" A Chinese woman who tried
to.swim her wav across the
South China Sea back to her
homeland was rescueg in waters
off Cagayan last Sunday, the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
said yesterday.

Xiong Won Jing. 18, was suf-
fering from depression after
leaving her work at the Eastern
Hawaii Casino in the province

when she attempted to cros the

sea, according to-areport
ing PCG headquarters in Manila.
o Xiong 'was found fivating
around 300 meters off & heach e
sortin Sta. Ana town by fisherrnen
B Turnto Page 7




in the area. .

The nearby PCG station dispatched a-
team and rescued the Chinese national,
“Ms. Xiong has just resigned as an
medical attention before she was turned

- employee-of Eastern Hawaii Casing in
. Cagayan and due to depression she.at-.
tempted to swimback toChina,” the PCG -

PCG I‘SSCUSS ___Frqm.'?’a-ﬁge “5

'said ina é*eport. -

Based on the report, the Chinese
‘woman was brought to the Sta. Ana Com-
munity Hospital in Barangay Centro for

over ta the representatives of the casino
firtn SRR :
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By MICHAEL PUNONGRAYAN

The United States has again
reassured the Philippines and
its other allies of its commit-
ment to ensure stability in the
Indo-Pacific region, including

. Dalton said the Ronald Rea-
gan Strike Group is composed
of the 1158 Ronald Reagan, the
Carrier Air Wing 5, the De-
stroyer Squadron 15 and two
other military ships.

He said stability and securi-

as part of the Seventh Fleet and
that is enduring presence...
and that enduring mission has
not changed,” Dalton stressed,

He added their visit to Ma-
nila was meant to allow US
sallors the chance to experis

of the Sea, warned it is only &
matter of time betore China re-
claims and presumably erects
military facilities on Panatag
Shoal, which is only some 124
nautical miles off Zambales,

“There-are-serioussinteryal -~

~-the South-Ghina-Segrrrr

Rear Admiral Marc Dalig ,

+speaking aboard the 1155 Row.

s AT POt
C L MThis schaduled. patrol 45..
' partof bur routine training and

aid Reagan on Tuesday, said
their presence and operations
have and will continue to pro-
mote security and freedom in
mternational waters. .
The Ronald Reagan Strike
Group is in Manila for a four-

operations that we routinely
conduct throughoui the re-
gion as we have for the last 70
years. This continued presence
in the Indo-Pacific has sup-
ported our ability fo defend
our natien and our allies, but
it also promotes our ability
to safeguard freedom of the
seas, unimpeded commnlerce,
to deter conflict and coercion,
and {0 promote adherence to
rules-based international or-
der,” Dalton said.

Tty the IHdB-Padfic région for
the past 70 years has benefited...

all countries'in the area,
Dalton said routine patrols
allow the US Navy Strike
Group to communicate with
other navies including China
in the South China Sea, but
emphasized they “received no

specific tasking other than our
SrOUting Hissen.% B

150 we've been directed by
our chain of command, which
goes up to the Secretary of
Defense, to conduet this patrol
but no specific tasking related
to any current diplomatic is-
sues,” he explained.

“I'would say that any coun-
tries that are concerned about
US commitment can look to the
continued routine presence of
Ronald Reagan Strike Group
s reassurance. 5o we operate
every year in this region and
we have operated naval forces
inthe Pacific for seven decades

ence everything the Philip-

pines has to offer and -have a..

chance 1o get te know some of
the people.

"Of course, a big part of
Our visit is the long tradition,

rich tradition, of personal
relationships between the
United States Navy and the

Philippines soing back over .
~70-years and our strong alli- -
ancebetween the United States

and the Philippines, one of the
most enduring in the Pacific”
he said.

On the other hand, a mari-
time law expert said a TECOgi-
tion from the US that Panatag
(Scarborough) Shoal) is part
of Philippine territory could
discourage China from pur-
suing its plan to reclaim and
militarize the disputed area.

Professor Jay Batongbacal,
director of the University of
the Philippines Institute for
Maritime Affairs and the Law

discussions in the US govern-

ment that have bees going ™"

on since last year where the

US may declars Scarborough
Shoal as part of Philippine ter-
ritory,” Batongbacal fold The
STAR.

“I think the governiment

is aware of these discussions

matter so that we have a clear
understanding on why thig
(recognition} is being pushed,”
he said.

Batongbacal said there is ba-
sis for such a dedaration, since
the US government “turned
over” Scarborough Shoal to
the Philippine Comumonwealth
goverrunent in 1937 based on
official archives,

He said China already tried
in 2016 to start reclaiming the
area but was stopped upon
strong warnings from the Phil-

government to participate or-
‘atdeast talk with the US on this




1ppmeand US governments.

The shoal is currently
guarded by several Chinese
coast guard vessels controiling
the entry of Filipino fishermen.

The-area ‘was the site of con-

frontation between the Philip-
pinesand China in 2012 when
the Philippine Navy tried to
arrest Chinese poachers in the
shoal. -

. Batongbacal said The
Hague-based Permanent Court
of Arbitration, in junking the
nine-dash kne claim of China
over the South China Sea,
also ruled that Scarborough
Shoal was a traditional fishing
ground of Filipino, Chinese
and Vietnamese fishermen.

Since Scarborough Shoal is
marked with rocky outcrops

Mutual Defense
Troaty
In a separate interview
with ANC, Batongbacal said if
the US recognizes Scarborough

Shoal as part of Philippine tor-

ritory, the 1951 Mutual Defense
Treaty can be invoked in the
event China reclaims the area
and establishes a military out-
post, as it did in several other
parts in the disputed South
China Sea where fighter jets
and nuclear-capable bombers
were sighted.

“Trwouldbe aseriousissue on
how would they act on certain
activities in Scarborough, the
biggest danger of course is the
possibility China will push ahead
with its redamation,” he said 4

~evenathigh tide; it hag ity

own “territorial waters” and

~therefore could be considered”

a disputed area ocutside the ju-
risdiction of any international
tribuhal, he satd

He said the Philippine
government must prepare

contingencies in case the 1JS
goverrment issues such a rec-

enoghittorgwhosesdmplicationy

ket ke S
the U5 means that yowrerajs-
ing the possibility of actually ™

defending the territory, say,
from reclamation,” he added.
“Hesaid it was unfortunats
the Philippines tovk a “step

backwards” when it men-

tioned Scarborough Shoal as a
traditional fishing area when

R
in 2013, = With Paolc Romeéro ~




IR

[
H

Prpe M
MOUNTING RIVALRY

BELING—US Defense Secretary
lames Maitis kicked off wlks in
China on Wednesday thathe and
his Chinsse counterpart de-
scribed as “open and honest”
seeking to strike & positive tone
despite Sino-US tensions over
trade and the South China Sea,
Mattis, the first Pentagon
chiief o visit Chine since 2014,
se Defe se M’msxer

“open and honest” dialogue, like
the one he had with Wel,

Military-to-military ties
" Py here because of the im-
portance that we in the US mili-

TrmilitaTy-io-miltary

.of his conversations in Be;;mg___ )
would he characrerized by an

tary place on the military-to-
military relationship with the
PLA," Mattis said. referring to
the People's Liberation Army.

“The military -to-military re-
lationship is critical to the
broader relationship between
our two countries,” e said.

Wel was similarly upbeat,

“Your visit to China this time
is ... a new positive factor to the

“Indeed it will be significant
for us to further build our
strategic confidence and even
cooperation.” he said.

Later in the day, Mattis will
meet other top Chinese offi-
cials, intlnding XL

His four-dav trip to Asia will
include visits to regional allies
Seoul and Tokvo.

eminent presence in the strate-
gically important region.

That, along with rising Chi-
nese pressure on US ally Taiwan,
and deepening trade and rech-
nology disputes, have elevared
the strains between Washington
and Beijing to new levels,

Showing U3 displeasure with
China's recent show of force in

the South Chma Sea ih hich ir

to- -state relationship,” Wel said.

“Wei, who only assumed his”

position in March, noted a goal
outlined by Chinese President
¥ linping and US President
Donaid Trumyp “to increase the
strategic trust” between the
United States and China,

™

e T e

FEStéring:
His first meeting with Wei

“comnes Hnder a Hlond 6F fester-

ing tensions over China’s place-
ment of advanced weapons sys-
tems on ariificial islets in the
South China Sea, a projection of
force that has  challenged

decades of the US Navy's pre-

_Woody lsland st month, Matus o

“distnvited the Chingse from an

exercise of some two dozen Pa-
cific Rim navies.

And earlier this month, at a
security conference in Singa-

pore, -Mattis slammed the Chi- - !

npese militarization of its South-




east Asiz outposts, noting that
Xi promised then U$ President
Barack Obama three ¥ears ago
that  Beifing would not
weaponize the islets,

China’s purpose was "intim-
idation and coercion” Mattis
said at the time.

Beljing argues that the is-
lands are Chinese territory and
savs it has the right ro install
military facilities to protect its
sovereignty,

No deals expeciad
No official agreements are
expected out of the visit, with
the Pentagon chief saying he

= Waris-to-take-a-measure of R
COURLETDATIS t0  assess their

iong-term strategic intentions.

He also will discuss Chinese
cooperation  in bressuring
North Korea to agree to & deny-
clearization program, currently
being  negotiated  between
Washington and Pyongyang,

Mattis  roned down hic
rhetoric abiead of the vigit, say-
ing ke did not want to “poison”
the atmosphere ahead of talks
with Xi, Wei and others. 1.

“I think the way to address
lssues between our two nations
is to first establish a transparent
strategic dialogue: kow do the
Chinese see the relationship

with us developing. howwesee
HUEVRIERIAE, " RE sald. JreronTs
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L CHINA'S MILITARIZATION OF DISPUTED SEA

ABOARD THE US5 RONALD
REAGAMN--AUS alrcraft carrier
visited the Philippines on Tues-
day, the third such cali in four
months. as its commander cited
America's “enduring presence”
in a region where China’s mili-
tary aims have raised tensions.
The naclear-powered USS
Ronald Reagan docked in Mani-
ta after sailing through the dis-
puted South China Sea as part of
a missicn intended to reassure
Washington’s allies in the area.
China claims almost the en-
fire sea, through which trillions
of dollars in trade passes annu-
ally, with competing partial

~glaims-from-Brunsi-Malavsia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and
Beijing drew criticism after

it landed bombers last month
ona disputed island in the dis-
puted waters and reports
emerged that #t had installed
missiles on another.

<westCountries thatarecons

- The US. carrler's .comman-
der, Rear Adm. Marc Dalton,
told reporters on board thar the
visit was meant to demonstrate
America's dedication to the re-
gion.

PH VISIT . The USS Renald Reagandrops.ancher in Manil
by an American nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to the P

cerned abeout US commirment
can look to the continued rou-
ting presence of jthe] Ronald
Reagan Strike Group as reassur-
ance,” Dalton said.

forces in the Pacific for seven
decades... and that is an endur-
ing presence and an enduring
mission that has not changed
and it will iot,” he added.

& Bay.on TuesdayxmakiagthﬁthifdCaﬂ e
hilippines ivs four months. .are

o "We Chave soperated naval T This is the third visit sinee

mid-February of an American
aircraft carrier to the Philip-
pines or nearby waters, and
comes as Manila takes a2 non-
confrontational approach with




Beijing over the South China

Sea.

Rules-based intlorder
While the Phifippines wona

key 2016 ruling against China's
claims in the waterway, Presi-
dent Duterte has opted to set it
aside in order to court Chinese
investment and trade.

The Reagan, whose nearly
335-tneter length exceeds the
height of the Eiffel Tower, is on
a four-day visit to the country.

The Nimitz-class “supercar-
rier” carties 5,500 sailors and
more than 7o aircraft

US Navy presence ip the re~
glon is a flexing of American

.milirary muscie that Dadton said

after reports emerged this

‘month that Chiness coast

guards had taken Filipino fish-
ermen's catch at Panatag Shoal,
a rich fishing ground off the
Philippines’ Zambales province.

Manila has said it is working
closely with China and is regis-
tering protests, but guietly sc as
to aveid confrontation.

Freedom of navigation

The US Navy periodically
condutis freedom of navigation
operations in the South China
Sea, where it sails close to artifi-
cial islands Beijing has built on
disputed reefs and turned into
military bases to show it rejects
any territorial claims,

-..Paracel group. putting the en; .
.tire Southeast Asia within thelr

Was intended 'to "promote ad-
‘herence fo.a rules-hased.inter- .

natiorat order.”

The Pentagon has criticized
“intimidation and coercion” in
the disputed waterway, where
the Chinese Air Force landed

“tong-range bombers for the first

time pn Woody Island in the

rdatige.

The Duterte administration
has faced pressare to get
tougher with Beijing, especially

‘tlonal

““Part of the Reagan strike

sgroup.was. the guided-missile e

critiser Antietam, which along’
with a destrover conducred a
freedom of navigation patrol
last month that angered Bei-
jing,

Dalton said on Tuesday that-
China's actions did not deter the

US..I\J_a_vy_f_;_o__m_._s_@i__i_ifiin_,iage_ma?._. v

“TThe US ‘Navv' conducts
those [patrolsi routinely and we
will continue to conduct those
routinely,” he said. —arp
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- BEIJING (AFP) - US Defense Sec-

retary James Maitis met his Chinese
counterpart in Beijing on Wednesday,

aiming to find.areas of cooperation |
gespite a mounting militery rivalry-

between the fwo Superpowers.

Onihis fustevervisitto China, the Penta-
gon chiefwas greeted al the headquarters
of the People's Liberation Armyhyan henor

-guard and marching band plaving the US

and Chinese anthems.

In opening remarks, Defense Minis-
ter Wei Fenghe called the visi critical
“to inerease the strategic frust between
our countries.”

He said Matlig' words "carry weight'

in both the military and peiit'scai circles
back in the United States.”

Wiattis renlied that military relations ' 3}

of force that has challenged decades of

the US Navy's precminent presence in

the strategically important region.
That, along with rising Chinese pres-

sure on US ally Tatwan, and deepening

US, Chinese defense chiefs talk-
cooperation despite tensions

tensions over China's placement of ad-
. vanced weapons systems on built-up is-
“letsin the South China Sea, a projection

trade and lechnologv dispules, has el- |
evated the strains between Washington

and Beijing to new levais,

Showing the US displeasure with -
China's recenl show of foree in the |

South China Sea-in which it Janded

“long-range bombers on disputed istands
claimed by Beijing-last month Matiis

disinvited the Chinese from an exercise

".of some two dozen Pacific Rim navies.

And earlier tim month, at a secu- :

‘were crucial to the broader relationship
.. -between the two countries and he hoped. - .
the diseussions would involve "very”

open and honest dislogue.”

Mattis was expected to et Presi-”

dent Xi Jinping late Wednesday after
tatks with other senior officials, His

regional allies Seoul and Tokyo.

. His first meeting with Wel who
_became defense minister: earlier thi
yesr comes under a cloud of festering

L5y

four-day trip to Asiawill nclude visits to

that Xi promised US president Barack

Obama three years ago that Beijing

would not weaponize the islets.
China's purpose was "intimidation

and coercion. - Mattis said-at the time. -

Beijing argues that the islands are

_Chinese territory and saysithas the
“rightio instafl military £ac1htles i;o p10~" s
“Heet its soversignty '

Tty conference in Singapore, Mattis ™
slammed the Chinese mililarization
" of its Southeast Asia outposts. noting
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% he two Lop national security

officials from the Philip-
pines and the United States

(US) have reaffirmed the

imporiance of their countries’ secu-
rity alliance amid the latest develop-
ments in the South China Sea. the
Korean Peninsula and on the fight
against terrorism.

National Security Adviser Her-

mogenes Esperon Jr. met with his
American counterpart John Bolton
at the White House last week, where
they had the opportunity to discuss
broadly the security ties between

Manila and Washingron.

According to Romuaidez, Espe-
rou also discussed with Bolien is-
sues reiated fo terrorism and other

“Our meeting with Ambassador
Bolton provided us with an op-
portunity to discuss how we could
work together to further strengthen
our security alliance,” Philippine
Ambassador to the United Btates
Jose Manuel Romualdez said in a
statement.

During the meeting, Egperon
expressed the Philippine govern-
ment's gratitude for the assistance
the US extended during last vear’s
siege in Marawi and its commitment
to contribute Lo the rehabilitation of
the city.

)

regional security concerns, such as
the situation in the South China Sea

and the Korean Peninsula.
T
“whotonee served as the Permanent

TiS Representative to the United
Wations, had with Filipine officials
since his appeintment ag National
Security Adviser by US President
Donald Trump in April.

From Washington. D.C., Esperon
iraveled to New York City where he
ioined officials from the Department
of Foreign Affairs for the command
conference of Filipine diplomats
ecovering the Americas. Q!E

Esperon briefed the Filibino am-
bassadors and consul generals on
matters concerning the country's
securily and the government’s han-
dling of the South China Sea issue.
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aims have raised tmsmn&

The nuctear-powered USS Ronald Rea-
gan docked in Manila after sailing through
the disputed Routh China Sea ag pari of &

mission intended to reagsure Washington's -

allics in the area.

China claims almost the -entire sea,
ihfough which trillions of dellars in trade
pagses annually, with competing partial
claims fram Brunei, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Tatwan and Vietnan.

Beijing drew criticism afler it Janded

US aircraft carrier visited the Philippines on Tuesday, the
third such call in four months, as its commander cited Amer-
ica’s “enduring presence” ina regzon where China’s military

hombers last month on & dispwied island in

“the waters and reports emezgéd that it had

instalied missiles on another
The 1JS carrier’s commander, Rear Adm.

Mare Dalton, told reporters on board that
the visit was meant to dermnongstrate Ameri-

ca's dedication to the region.
“Countries that are concerned about
S commitment can look o the con-

tinyed routine presence of {the] Ronald

Reagan $trike Group as reassurance,”

Dalton said.

“We have operatetd naval forces i1 the
Pacific for seven decedes... and that is ap
enduring presence and an enduring mis-
sion that has not changed and i will not”

This is the third visit since mid-Febru-
ary of an American aireraft carrier to the
Philippines or nearby waters, and comes
as Manila takes a non-confrontational ap-
proach with Beijing over the South China
Sea.

While the Philippines won a key 2006
ruling against China’s clzims in the water-
way, President Rodrigo Duterte bas opted
1o set jt agide in order 1o court Chinese i
vestinent and trade.

The Reagan, whose nearly 1,100-foot

Mower, is on g foarndax v1sxt to the Ph11~ ‘

“ippines’”

.. The Nlmnz—ciass “sn:par carrier’ salis
“with 5,300 sailors and more than 70 air-

_craﬁ

US Navy prceence in the region is a

- flexing of American military muscie that
Daltor said was intended o “promote
.adherence w 8 ruies—baseé mternaﬂona]

Eprgeryt = - _ e i
’I‘_he Pemagon has cri :c1zed -rmmxda-

‘tion and coercion™ in the d1sputed water

- way, where the Chinese air foroe landed

. long-range bombers for the first time,

. puiting the entire Southeast Asia within

 gheir range. AFP AT




Jung 2048

Page:

- Crow
Eo
g

Civilian commumnities with-
Lin Crow Valley in Capas, Tarlac
“face eviction as the military
“plans to expand the area for
“its bombing and gunnery ex-
L ercises.

Defense Secretary Delfin
‘Lorenzana said they are only
wailting for the needed funds
for the relocation of affected

.residents of Barangay Sta.
Juliana.

Lorenzana did not sav how

Valley resie
face eviction

military reservation priorto
the closure of the US airbage at
Clark Feld in Pampanga.
“When the Americans loft
in 1992, they (residents) came
in, When our Air Force tock
over the area in 2002, theyv're
there. Some of them claim
that they have been there for
a long time,” he said.
“We nwed a large area. If
there are civilians there, the

[

danger of ithem being. hit

Ty families svould bereiocated.

s Members of the Aeta tribe.

~have pending ancestral do-
- main claim over the area.

- Lorenzana said there were
i no dvilian communities in the

= y

by bombs is not remote. We

why we are preventing them
from putting up permanent
structures,” he said,

m}&ime{u ude ,

‘have to.move. them. Thatis. .




By PAOLDO ROMEROC

Senators vesterday cau-
tioned President Duterte about
rushing to arm barangay of-
ficials, but expressed support
for his plan to evaluate the
performance of local govern-
ment executives in fighting
crime and illegal drugs.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, chair-
man of the Senate committee

on public order and danger- |

flons Act.

He said if barangayv offi-
cials would procure firearmis
out of their own pocket,
they would have to apply
individually for license to
own and possess firearms
{LTOPF) and permits to car-
ry firearms cutside of resi-
dence (PTCFOR), undergo
neuro-psychiatric tests, gun
safety seminars and other
reguirements under. Presis,.

ous drugs, said armmg baran-
«gay.officialsds.“notas. s;mpie._ -
-regulations of the Philippine
“INational Police {(PNP).

‘as what the President wanis.”
“There are laws and proce-

dures to be cbserved, Say, if -
government will provide and

issue the firearms, there must

be a budget inthe GAAto-be

deliberated and approved by
" Congreqq _

Lacson said, rcferh_ .

‘dential Decree 1866, as well

asicomplyswith therulesand«

_Lacson and Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore Ralph
Recto support Duterte’s plan

to review the track record of

tnayort int fighting crime and

_1llegal dmgs in thur 1u_n‘;d}c—
- tmz’as

Siammed
Meaw}ule Sen. Risa Honh—

veros has slammed Duterte’s”

proposal to arm students in
the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC} and barangay
officials with 22 caliber re-
volvers.

Hontiveros said the idea is
crazy.

“What is this? Wild Wﬂd

MWest? That's.crazy. We should..p

‘put to order our society,” Hon-
“tiveros:toldireporiers yesten:
day at a press conference at a
hotel in Dagupan City. - -+

She said arming barangay
ofﬁcza¥s, prosecutors, priests
and now those taking up
ROTC isnot the solution.

Lacson said that despite the

resources under hig disposalas. -
'cormnander-m« hief, Duterte

could not do it alone, espe-
cially in addressing common
crimes.

“Each and every local gov-
ernment executive at all lev-

_els must do their part. Peace

and order in the communities
should be on the account of
their respective local execu-
tives,” he said.

Under the law, Lacson said
mayors are authorized {0 em-

ploy-and-deploy-policemern-—

assigned in their jurisdictions,

“enot bometition the power fo” -

choose their chiefs of police

-as recommended by the PNP.

“They should be made re-
spunS)bie and accountable for
the breakdown of peace and

‘order” Lacson said,

Recto said Duterte has the

authority.to. orderspchanaus cos
- ditorevalual tmn irithe exercise




of his supervisory role on local”
chief executives.

“] suppose he is doing this
as follow up to his campaign
promise to reduce crime na-
Honwide. The message is pri-
oritize law and order to make
our streets safe,” Recto said.

Hontiveros said the peo-
ple’s defense is a professional

and rules-based police force

end effective armed forces.
“If all sectors are armed,
what will happen to us?” she
said, adding there will be more
killings and human rights
violations if guns will be used

~drug users, and now the loi-

terers, then the youth, what is
that?” she said.

. The senator said the propos-
al iz unreasonable, improper
and damaging as it came from
the highest elected official
“who should be proposing
more sane and reasonable
solutions.”

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP} fully sup-
ports Duterte’s plan to arm
barangay chairmen.

“I\'s a presidential preroga-
#ive and we support him,” AFP

public affairs chief Col. Noel

g end misundeérstandings o
L BTUABES. o

"She said such kind of sofu-"
Hion or suggestion, where cne
literally shoots from the hip, is

“unwanied.

“ After targeting small-time

Detovato said. e
... He said arming barangay
“chatrmen wouldbe'abighelp ™

to the ongoing military and
police security operations
against threat groups, — With
Eva Visperas, Jaime Laude
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By Jeanntiette L. Andrade
aned [0 Yap
@Team_Inguirer

Leyie, where the PNP and AFP
met to review protocols and
p_ian ways te improve coordina-
Philippine National Police Direc tmr}"}ust‘c b .
- e will e "
;&g;’i Gefée«rai Oscar Albayaide has  Galvez said, adding that flg)rllﬁd
i eved the ‘head of the Eastern  the joint ARP-PNP probe found
B;s{;};ajgﬁl{(%ggiswmbgf Force  lapses on the part of Army r;%frfli
apt. Glen Cin-  cers, they ofini .
to and RMFB 8ogth Company reiieved} would definitely be
comrmander Chief Insp, Don Sus- . .
pefie pending investigation inso ]
: nfortu
;I;?Pmlstaken clash between the Cn IM;xnadt:;'m;i‘:ﬁgless i
a4 N ' S
mehalsd ﬁioidle_rs on Monday, members of the Eastern V‘igsay:i
Sm?oﬁﬂz;} e;ed n the dgath of  RMFB were killed and niné atbt
- ers wounded in a mist .
A;;{u:; 116 saldiers “fr‘orp the clash with soldiers at Ba:aik ?3
" v 87th Infa}m:zy Himirang” San Roque, Sta. Rita t i
| SHOT;:/S K d;zr;;;gr_zd (;B_)_myc_ﬂved in the  Samar, with botél sides ;v:s?:ail{n
OLDIERS PNP Director General O ad been disarmed and ing the other for commumst
i oeinhe TV Wirector General Oscar Albayald ir fire i rebels. ot € '
pinsamedalon POTROHIUIG Corderd‘faﬂé"'éf"fhé?ﬁ’i%é'""'l{ e ;2;1: .égizrmm?._séls;;c@gt_of.t;g{- oo TODOIS st Ommums{
5 \ orces of the

policemen wounded ina mistaken clash with soldiers in
Samar province, —JOEY GABIETA

Phili_ppines chief of staff Carlito
Galver told reporters in Palg,

There were 16 military casu-
alties, )
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who

w---uged du-head the-PNP,, decried. ..
" the funforfunate” dnd “mean-

ingless” loss of lives in the 20-
minute clash and said the inves-
tigation must now focus on
measyres to prevent a repeat of
the mistake.

“Government resources
have lalso] besn unnecessarily
wasted in the recruitment and
training of the PNP personnel
concerned,” Lacson told re-
poriers in a text message.

Military and police officials
said 33 policemen from the
8osth Company of the PNP-
RMFR and 16 scldiers from the
§7th 1B were involved in the
fighting.

The exchange of gunfire
ended only after the soldiers
were informed by beadquarters
about the mistake.

Muntinlupa City Rep. Ruffy

I

Biazon said the Honse of Repre- .
S e b e

results of the investigation be-
fore deciding whether to con-
duct alegislative inquiry.

“It is crocial that the inves-
tigative bodies created by the
PNP and AFF be given a fres
hand,” Biazon said,

Biazon said standard operatl-
ing procedures, rules of engage-
ment and pther measures were
supposed to be in place to avoid
clashes like that.

Those responsible for the
clash should be prosecuted, he
added.

“Whenever the lives of owr
men in uniform are lost in the
performance of their duty, I
cannot help but feel a sense of
personal loss,” Biazon said.
WM A RERORT FROM JEROME
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DHD wants to remove ol civilians in Crow Valley i
The Department of Defense (DND) planned to clear Crow Valley in :
Tariac province of civilian settlements o rurn the former US :
bumbing test site into a training facility for the Armed Forces of
the Philippines. Defense Secretary Delfin Lovenzana told re- F;?:,
porters on Tuesday that the nuilitary needed & “large area” for ™
Jjoint training exercises by the Army. Navv and Air Force, "Crow
Vallevis o milivary reservation,” Lorenzana said. "t is used for
bombing [tests]” he added. “In the first place. they (civiiian settic-
menis; showld 1ot be there” Lorenzans satt. — JEANNETTE 1, ANDRADE

'
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Hlegal settlers at Crow Valley

BY YICTOR REYES

DEFIINSE  Secrsmary  Delfin
iorenzana  vesserdar  said  res
desits who have encroached on
the bombing and gunnery range in
Crow Valley, Tatac are due o be
relocated to spars them from harm,

“We will be relocaring them. We
already have some plans ro relo-
cate them and we're {ust waiting
for the government o allocate
some funds.” Lorenzana said,

Lorenzana sald the defense
and military establishment have
alreacy identified 2n area where
the residents wili be transferred.
“We would s want 1o replicate
the houses there, so that they can
transier,” he said,

Crow Valler, also knows as the
Colonel Ernestn Rabina Air Base,

is home 1o the T1(ith Special Op-
eratons Wing, 2 rapid depioy-
ment force of the Air Force, The
military reservation has a land
aren 0f 17,814 hecrares,

“It is where we hold our train-
ing, bombings, strafing. if’s =
gunnerv range. We conduct test
fires. There should be no resi-
dents in the aren because we're
dropping actus! bombs there.”
said Air Force spokesman Maj.
Aristides Galang.

Galang could not immediatelv
say, however, the nomber of ress
dents who have enctoached, how
far they are from the gunnery
rznge. and the size of te land
where they have put up structares.

“lf for example they go w the
ganoery raage, unaware that we
are conducting training, thats

going o be risky. They are nor
supposed 1o be near the range be-
cause it’s a practice ares, gunnery
range,” Galang said,

It used to be oecupied by the US
Alr Force when the Americans
still maintained military bases in
the country. Lotenzana said resi-
dents began eacroaching on the
arta when the Amercans Jeft in
the early 19905,

"Crow valley is & military reses-
vation, It is used for bombing by
aircraft, bombing by artillerv and
by armor. And fn the first place,
they should not be there. But
when the Americans left in 1991,
1992, they (residents; came in,”
said Lorenzana,

“S¢ when the air force took
over it 2002, thev're alresdy there,
Some of them are claiting thar

they have been there for a loag
tme. No. Thete were no civii.
tans there during the ume of the
Americans and only carme there
when the Americans feft,” added
Lorenzana.

Lorenzang said the roilitary cap-
aot aliow the residents 1o put up
schools there, otherwise “they
will beeome permanent

“We want them o be relocaed
somewhere else because we will
mzke thar a joint traiting exercise of
the Army, Navy and Air Force, We
need 2 iarge ares,” Lorenzang said,

“If ther {residents; are there, the
danger of being hit, of them be-
ing hit by bembs s big sa we have
to remove them. That’s why we
ate preventng them from putting
¥P perfnunent structures” said
Lotenzana.

e
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Due te ity nature as &
military reservation, civilians
are prohibited from setting up
any permanent struciures or any
development in Crow Valley in
Capas, Tarlac.

This was bared by Defense
{DND) Secrerary Dellin
Lorenzana when asked why there
are moves Lo relocare civilians
whe have managed 1o encrouch |
in the said facility, it
“Crow Vailey is a military e
reservation. If is ased for LORENZANA
hombing by aircraft. hombing by
artillery and by armoz. And in the first place, duptd waly sila

*Bo when the Alr Force took over i {(last) 2002, andun na
stla {they were already there). Some of them are claiming
that they have been there for g long time,” the DND chict
stressed.

Crow Valler. also knewn as the Col. Erneste Ravina Air

-Americans as-a-bombing and ZUNnery range;

“There were no civilians fhere during the time of the
Americans and {the civilians) only came there when the
Americans feft. So if we allow them o put up schoels and
everything they will beeome permanent there, (we don’t want
that) because we want them to be relacated snmewhere eige
because we will make {Crow Valiey) a joint training exercise
{area) of the Army, Navy and Air Foree, We nead = large area.
I they are there. the danger of being hit. of them being hit
by bombs ix big 8¢ we have to romove them. That's why we
are preventing them from purting p permanent struciures,”
Lorenzana siressad,

The DND chief said there are already plans te relocate these
civilians and that they are only waiting for the government o

-alfocate 1he necessary funds. 2“31 PHA

3

s
Tt

Fea

- doen-(civilians sheuld nebbe-there-But-when-thp Amreriga g
fefrin 1841 (or in) 1992, they canie in.” Lorenzana saié in an
_ Lorenzana said the presenee of the Intter became 3 concern
when the Philippine Air Foree took over Crow Valley in 2002, |

«Base, measures T8I hevtares and wasformerly ided by the [ 0




Sundalo patay sa buy bust

LEGAZP] CITY, Albay — Bulagta ang tulal na
isang dating sundalo ng Philippine Army matapos
pumaiag sz ginawang buybust operation ng mga pu-
lis sa Brgy. Cambulaga sa Sarsogon City, Sorsogon
kamakalaws ng hapon Napurthan sa ba'tibang
bahag ng katawan a: agad nasaw habang isinusy-
god sa nepital ang suspek na kinllaizng si Ariel Mara-
sigan Dimaala, 31 anyos, tubong Ginnaca, Quezon
dt residente ng nasabing barangay. Sa ulat ng Camp
Gen. Simeon Olg, dakong alas-4:40 ng hapon nang
tkasa ng Regional Intelligence Division at Sorsogen
Police ang buy bust operation faban kay Dimaala na
ftintturing na bagong nasa listahan hg mga sangkot
8a droga sa lungsod, Habang isinasagawa umano
ang operasyon. pumalag at bumunot ng DB S
Dimasie kaya BintiRREs 1 slya ng mga pulis sahi

ng kanyang aragang kamatayan. Nakuha sasuspek )
~:ang #ang sachetng shatiy &t isangKalibis Ry Bar
{Jorge Haliars) -1

%

9




June 2018

.

P

r mit g g

eace panel starts

public consultation

By MAYEN JAYMALIN

Within the next two weeks,
the government is set to start
public consultations on the

ready to crush the communist
rebels following the cancella-
tion of peace talks with them,
In another development,

W2
>

three soldiers were wound-
e in a roadside bombing
launched by the New Peoples
Army in Samar while another

‘trooper was injured in lasy
draft peace agreement with.. ,.&..,..Tuesday:isz»fighti-n-gi*-b&fw‘eeﬁ‘“"“""
“communist rehels.
... This came.as. President.:
‘Duterte again said on Taes-
day that the government was

government forces and NPA

guernillas i Ofmoe) Levie the

Army reported yesterday.
Labor Secretary Siivestre -

Belio IfT, who alsc serves as the

administration’s chief peace

hegotiator, said the government ...

Tom o Page s
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tion, which aﬂows foreigners |
to own 40 percent of local .

wﬁl undertake a three—month
constdtation with the public
and other stakeholders, -

“Wewill goto Mindanao. Our
focus is on Mindanao becauise
that is their sponghoid. But we
will also go to the Visayas and
Luzon,” Belio said in Fﬂlpino
over radio station dzMML.

Bello said they will alsc
meet with' members -of Con-
gress, the Supreme Court and
local government units regard-
ing the agreement.

According toBello, the peace

firms, Bello said thecommu-
nist party wants all industries
to be entirely Filipino-twned.

The government earlier .

suspended peace negotiations
with the NDF in preparabon
for the review of all deals be-
tween the two parties, includ-
ing a proposed inte_rim peace
af*reemem {IPA). .

President Duterte also
wants the peace talks to be
heid in the country and no
longer in Norway, which has

- of the Supreme Court as in-
.. constitutional orillegal,” Bello
' said in"a previous interview
with The 5TAR. -

Certain: pmwsmm of the
1PA Hke on agrarian reform
and national industrializa-
tion, Bello said, may require

Jegislation or constitutional
-amendments.

Belle said the govermment
and NDF panels were sup-
posed to sign at the end of the
month an IPA that includes
provisiong on coordinated uni-
iateral ceasefire and Compre-
hensive Agreemant on Social
and Beonomic Reform.

‘Thostilities.

__ He said the deal entalis
that the two sides should not
commit offensive action or

-operation against combatants
‘and civilians.

Bello cited that commu-
nist rebels refused, during

Pprevious administrations, to

even discuss a cessation of
hostilities, fearing this would
wezaken their force.

Inconsistent?

As Bello announced tessa-
fien of hostilities, however the
Army reperted two NPA at-
tacks against its troopers on

: _Tuesdw

..panel will .gather inputs from....

all stakeholders before going

~ibackite therhcgotiating table.ss
with the Natmnal Democratic -

Front (NDF). -

- Bello said’ the 0“13’ remain: peace agreement will get the

ing contentiousissue between

the government and the peace

* panel is the provision on na-
tlcma} industrialization.

omhtu— wagain-bescuttled:

BRENSErVIAG as THird pa}'h S

fac:htatc)r for the talks

“Belickaid the govemmen{:‘“ HTEEY
NDF Slgﬂf?d onJune§a atand

is holding a nationwide con-
sultation 10 ensure that the

approval of both houses of

Longress and the SC.
“We don’t want that the

final agreement we'll sign will

amimg TforiE tem

af %mstsiﬁﬁms

down agreement with the gov-

‘ernment because it trizsted the”
“gincerity of Duterte.

Bello said the stand down
deal, which was signed in .

the Nethcriaads, provides

rary: cessatiofn of - Rodel Clapano

oI Allan I }a*&, ‘Buerano,
E ___j._:.__.spokesman forithe. Army’s. . ..
“43rd Infantry ‘Battalion based

in Lope de Vega, Northern

bamay, identified the wouinded

soldiers as Pic. Jereiny Rizal,
Pfe. Marvin Rivera and Pic.

Noriel Guarte,-all-of the bat-

talion's Bravo Company.

- With Jaime Laude, Jose




June 2018

Reds burn motoreycies in Butuan
BUTUAN CITY - New People’s Army (NPA} rebels

‘have claimed responsibility for burning five motorcveles

in Sitio Kauswagan, Barangay San Mateo in this city on
Monday.

In 2 statement released yesterday, the NPA Western
Agusan del Norte-Agusan del Sur sub-regional commit-
tee said the motoreycles were used in illegal activities,
including the killing of innocent civilians. zf,} _

“The motoreycles... have no LTO (Land Transportation
Office) plates to avoid being traced,” the statement read.

Capt. Al Anthony Pueblas, Civil Military Opera-

tions.officer.of rtheré'ﬂ)znd:'l-xﬁ'anﬁ*y;&‘igade;esaid~?they e

coordinating with the police to determine if some of the

«burned motorcydlesiwers owned by nilitarypérsormels

-~ Ben Serrano

-

)
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Late village chiePs kin surrender guns

NORTH COTABAT(O - Various guns and ammunition -
used by a former village chairman in this province who
recently died of filness were surrendered by his family
on Tuesday,

Julie Fajatin, sister of Renado Dinampo, former chair-
man of Barangay Tagbak in Magpet town, said theu
“turned over 13 shotguns and rifles, grenade launchers
and more than a dozen 40 millimeter explosive projec-
tiles.

Fajatin said the guns were used by her brother for
his security, citing the strong presenice of New People’s
Army rebels in their town.

Communist guerrilles raided the house of Dinampe

3y _Several ygars ago emd took at least a dozen firearms,
' B - jahn Unson




The military has disarmed
and recalled for investigation
the 16 soldiers involived in a
deadly misencounter with
police commandos in Samar
last Monday.

Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) chief Gen, Carlito

Galvez Jr. said the soidiers are

June 2018

ECILLE SUERTE FELIPE -

i ¢
o dilel us just wait for theal

a % there ig %%ﬁisti
tQ. ertaken,” (%
tol pAguinalde re

ks*u tof the investigation. G

' joint investigation team, the

board of inquiry will be the
first know. We don’t warit to
speculate on something that

we don't know what reaelly

TUhowTat the headgiarters of
the Army’s 87th Infantry Bat-

~talion in"Calbiga town after
being pulled out of their anti-
insurgency duties, Their fire-
arms ~ M4 assault rifles and a

sniper rifie — wili be subjected

o ballistic tests.
Galvez was in Samar ves-

-terday with Philippine Na-.
tional Police (PNP) chief

- Director Getieral Oscar Al-
bayaide for a joint closed
door conference. After the
conference, the officials vis-
ited the site of the encounter
in Barangay San Roque, Sta.
Rita town.

“For now, our soldiers
involved, they are now dis-

“happened,” Galver said.
-.But.he said.the military.-

and the police have commit-
ted to further strengthen co-
ordination to avoid 2 similar
incident in the future.

“Once wehave established

orhaveidentified that opera-

tional lapses have been com-

-mitted justice will be.done; %

Galvezsaid. . .. ...

. He visited the wake for the
six policemen at the gvmna-
sium of the PNI”'s regional
headquarters in Palo, Levte.

As initially gathered, the
soldiers were conducting an
operation’in the ‘mountain-
ous area mear ‘the boundar-

ies of Sta. Rita-and Villareal

ion (RMFB), a proaching the

soldiers’ position in Barangay
San Rogque Monday morning,

Both forces wethe appar-
ently pursuing the same
group of heavily armed New

Leople’s Army. (NPA).rebels.

earlier sighted in the area.

senbensingidanper stheisgis:

diers immediately moved to
higher ground and oppened
fire. The soldiers said they
were still not aware that
their targels had companions

“when the gunbattle erupted.

“It was not an ambush

sas therewag nosvolime 6
-gunfireinvolvedin the initiai -

stage of the misencounter,”
said Maj. Gen. Raul Farnacio,
commander of the Army’s
8th Infantry Division based
in the island province.

The AFP, meanwhile, said
it fully agreed with President
Duterte’s attributing the inci-
dent to Murphy's Law.

‘rookie policemer ST
“But e Said thit based on

“That’s why it’s called
Murphy’s Law. It's 5 natural
law. It is bound 1o happen,
it will happen,” Col. Noel
Detoyato, AFP Public Affaire
Office (FAC) chief, said.

Albayalde for his part said
the joint investigation is not
meant o find fault bui to

ensure such incident will not |

happencagain:

He stressed there will be

“There is no reason to
whitewash this investiga-
tion. As the AFP chief said,

ncbody wanted this o hap- -

pen,” Albayalde told report-

ers at the wake for the fallen

initial reports, the policemen
made some coordination
with their counterparts in the
AFP before the operations.
“We are not here to find
fault. What we need to find
cut is what went wrong so
that it will not happen in
the future. In terms of coor-

“mo whitewash in the inves-
tigation,




ditation, probably we will
improve the coordination
between the AFP and the

‘PNF-especially our operating

units,” Albavalde said.

“Mayvbe the coordination
was in the higher-ups and
not in the ranks,” he said in
Filipino.

The police fatalities, he
said, sustained multiple gun-
shot wounds. At least two of
them had bullet wounds in

the head. He said ii could nol

be established vet if some of
the hits wete from sniper fire.

The PNP*chief said there
were reports that the vic-
tims” bodies were some 20

A0 B meters.apartdrom.one.
_another when found.

~iziHesaidthe sitewas high=
ly vegetated and there is no

way probably to identify
them at-that Hime.” -

In any field operation, it's
always very hard to identify

whether a group or individu-

=4

~rebelswear camouflage outht:

“You know the ensmies
wear the same uniform, Peo-
ple should understand that's

part of the diversioriary tac-
tics, they wear the same

uniform, especidily in places
iike this,” he said. Soldiers
and policemen usually have
similar weapons in opera-
tions, he pointed out.

“We are trving to stzength-
en the existing coordination
and looking forloose coordi-
nation and collaboration in
the campaign plan to avoid
unfortunate incident in the
future,” he said.

“What we are trring to
determine is the level of co-

Reports said the military

Personnel had baen iithe
-area for about five to six days.

Albayalde said operatives of
the PNP patrol the ares about
three times a month,

W@ are open for any in-

vestigation but as far as we

know thisisaninternaimat-
ot Bt s S B ab ,

PNT;“he added:”,




- rmed Forees of the Phifippines
{AFP) Chief of Staff Carlite
Galvez Jr, assured familjes
: sltof the six stain police officers
who figured in a misencounter with the
military in Sta. Riia. Samar on Monday.
that there will be no cever-up in the
ongoing probe.

Ina siatement. Galvez also said that
they have already mounted joint and in-

B FRANGIS Y. WAKERIELD i

foiag

dependent investigations to determine

the reagon or cause of the misencounter
and the wounding of nine othay police
officers. o

On the morning of June 25, elements
of the Philippine Army's §7th Infantry
Battalion had a misencounter with
members of the 305th Mobile Campany
of the Regiunz: Mabile Foree Battalion
& as both groups were conducting simul-
taneots operations in the mumnicipalities
of Sta. Bita and Villareal,

g o
&

FEESPE 5 TrrE OIS

i Doe R - s"ﬁ'%g L% &

o de B B 3354 8
(‘i »

~incidents will not

W me
I T+

Ea

NG NIWIETPAPER

e assure you that this (probe) will

~be transparent ang that no coverp

willbe allowed o happen in sur mutyal

desire to discover the actual circum.
_ stances of our actions,” Gaivez said.

“Our efforts moving forward from
this is to assess our exisling coordina-
tive processes and sysltems with our
brothers in the Philippine Nationai
Poliee so that similar unfortunate
happen again” he
added,




By Maric J. Maltari
. and Bngie M. Rosalss

Two police officials were
ordered relieved in thsa
aftermath of the “misencounter”
hetween Army troops and police
operatives in Samar last Monday,
Philippine National Police (PNP)
rhief Director General Oscar
Albayalde said vesterday

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) also ordered
the disarming of all members
of the 87th IB invelved in the
“misencounter.”

Relisved were Supi. Gien
Oiiver Cineo, officer In charge
of the Regional Mohile Force

June 2018

Battalion {RMFB) and Chief Insp.
Don Archie Suspene, Commander
of the 805th Regiomal Mohile
Company (CRMG).

Albayalde issued the order
to give way to an impartial
investigation of Monday's
misencounier in Sitio Linoy,
Barangay San Rogue, Sta. Rita

" town that resulied in the killing

of six policemen of the 805th
RMC.

Nine other 806th EMC men
were wounded after clashing
with elements of the Army's 87th
Infantry Battalion (IB).

Armed Forces of the
Phitippines (AFP) chief of staff

_ -~ Turn fo page 2




mepage -

Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr. also
said he will not hesitate
to relieve anv officer
if warranted afier the
investigation by a Board of
Inquiry {Bol). : :

“If we determine that
there were lapses..justice
will be done, that is what
we promised...if we find that
there were lapses on the

' pé;rt of the commander, then

we will (order his relief),”
Galvez said.

Neo speculation please

The AFP asked the public to
refrain from making speculations
while a joint Department
of Nationsl Defense {DND)-
Department .of Interior and

Local Government (DILG) body

irvestigates the misencounter,
The incident lasted
for about 20 minutes and

also resulted in nine othey

policemen heing wounded,
Armed Porces of the

-Philippines (ATP) ehief of staff

Gen. Carlito Galver Jr. stressed
the need to strictly observe the
protocols of the Bol created to
ook deeper into the accidental
skirmish between elements
of the Army's 87th Infantry
Battalion {IB) and 805th
Regional Mobile SCompany in
Sta. Rita town,

Lives lost ‘meaningless’

Sen. Panfilo “Ping” Lacson
said the tragic misencouner
resulted in “meaningless”
deaths as he cited reports the
firefight reportedly happened
due to lack of coordination
and communication between
the troops,

Tt is indeed unfortunate
since it was not the first time
it happened. Aside from the
meaningless loss of human't

Hves, gcvemmem I‘GS()UI'{fQS
have been unnecessarily
wasted in the recruitment and
training of the PNP personnel
concerned,” Lacson said.
“The jnvestigation therefore
must focus on preventing any »
ehmilay pecuFreness i the
. _future and in other areas
" where troops from different :
nnits are simultanecusly
operating against local mbgls
and secessionist,” Lacson said.
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ARP:

*
- -Tidyak ni Armed Forees-of the Philippines {AFP)
Chief of Staff’ Gen. Carlito Galvez na walang magaga-
napnacover up kangesy ng isinnsagawang masusing
inbestigasyon ng mga binvong probe team $a misen-
countersa pagitan g tpa sundato at pulisya na ikinasawi
ng anim na pulis habang siyam pa ang nesugatan sa Brgy.
San Rogue . Ste . Rita, Samar noong Lunes.

Anya, sakall namang mapetunayang nagkarcon ng
pagkukulang satropa ng Army's 87 [ofantry Batialion
(IB} sa pamumumo ai 1* Lt. Ottando Casipir Jr., ay
bibigyang hustisys ang kasong it

Si Galvez at Philippine Netional Police (PNP) Chief
PiDirector General Oscar Albayalde ay kasalukuyang
-nasahimpilan ng Police Regional Office (PROI 852 Palo,
Leyie kung saan nakaburol sa gymnasium ng nasabing
himpilan ang anim ne nasawing puls.

Ang mga opisyal ng PNP at AFP ay sagsapawa ng
pagpupniong kaugnay ny isinaspgawang malslimang
imbestigasyon hinggll sa nangyaring trahedyva at bukod

o AlI60 YIS MG TSN ACURENE AT IS GAWA S8 IR~ oo

-Ang nasabing reenactmestt ay nagialayong mabatid

Kung. &_2_3_9:ag'lg..:nagiﬂg.-:pa_g};q}a_uagng._s_a.ga,_s_abi_ng-_olm.m e e

‘rasvon, - Joy Cantos-

2




By ALFRED DALIZON -
POLICE Bﬁm&l Office 4.8 director Chief Bapt.
Emmanue} ig P Licup hes ordered the [
sion of all t:fwﬁ% combat operations in Mimaropa
region wntil there iz alrendy a coordination with
the local military to prevent a repetition of last
Monday's “misencounter’ between soldiers and po-
licemen in Sta, Rite, Eastern Samar which left six
cops dead snd nine others wounded,

Licup said he hae instructed all Mimarepz PNP
Mbobile and Public Safety Forees (o stop their internal
security cperations in the region if they have no proper
coordination with the Army, having learned their lessons
well in the Eastern Samar intident, Presence of large
groups of New People’s Army rebels remains a main
threat to the peace and order condition in some parts of
Mimsaropn region.

The official alss reminded the newly-designated PRO4-
B Repional Mobile Force Battalion commander, Sapt.
Mardito Anguluan, to fecus on his capability build-up on
IS0 matters, particuiarly in ferms of condacting joint
training with the milita
over-the  {fternal s

1 the region from

the Armed Forces,
“Minddnao which have problesis o insurgeney and other
armed lawless elements were also instructed by the PNP
leadership t0 see to it that they will coordinate with the
AFP their movements in the aftermath of the Easterp
Samar ‘misencounter.” :
PNP chief Director General Oscar D Afbayalde ear.

Al other police regional aunile. dn Luzon; Visayasand—

ler formed o PNP Board of Generale to investigate the

incident. . :
Initial investipation showed that the armed men who

engaged the policermen were 16 members of the Army's
87th Infantry Battalion led by ane 114 Orlando Casipit,

o The"'ﬁmﬁght'w}’ich.'.}aﬂﬁd'fﬂf_ﬂbbut.ﬂﬂ_'iﬁirj_;i{egi:kj gt

- POls “Wyndsll Noromor, Zdwin Ebrade, Phil J, Rey
- Mendigo, Juling Suarez, Rewal] Revas ‘and Julie Esealn
and wounded nine others. identified as PGis Blmer Pan,
Cris Angelo Pialags, Romulo Cordero, Joene! Gongaga,
Rey Barbosa, Roden Qoden, Jaime Galay, Rome! Hapgy.
nas and Junmark Adones.

y
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NPA firearms, ammunition recovered in Isabela

SOLDILRS from the Northern
Luzon Command {Nolcom} on
Taesdav mi dnight recovered weap-
ons and ammunition purport-
edlv heloiging to communist
New People's Army {NPA) rebels
in Isabela

L Cob Jsapart Nato, Nolcom
publi¢ info muaton chicl. said the
seih Julantey Battalion (86 18] of
the toami Tz sk Force Tala of the Sth

infantey Division based in fones
1own in isabela immediately sent
troops i validate a report on the
rebol weapons and ammunition
afier recelving information from
residents,

Nalo added that the troops were
accorapanied by civibian residents
whe peinted o i Hreavms and
ammunition in Barangav Santa
inabela in jorwes lown

He said among the items re-
covered were an M16 rifle with
an M653 grenade launcher
with defaced serial numbers
and 24 live ammunition for
M1& rifles.

The guns and ammunition were
turned over 10 the 86™ 1B head-
guarters for proper documentation
and safekeeping,

Nato saict Nolcom will continue

10 engage all stakeholders 1o raise
awareness among the populace on
the "evils of communism” and the
hostlities the NPA brings to the
comunity.

He added that they are hoping
that the NPA rebels will evernually
become thelr partners in_atrain-
ing lasting peace and sustainable
development, EAA

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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" CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City
- "Two afleged cormanders and a

- medical stalf of the New People’s

Army (NPA have loft their mountain
iair in Andap Coraplex in Surigao del
Sur to surrender to Army and focal
government officials in Tandag City
this week,

Capt. Al Anthony Pueblas, Civil

 Military Operations (CMO) officer of
+ the Army’s 40znd Infantry (Stingers)

2 NPA commanders B
‘yield in Surigao del Sur

Uy MKE U CRISMURDD

P20.000 to each of the surrenderers,
While refusing to reveal their

identities, Pueblas neverthelags

said the surrenderers were the
commanding officer of the SDG
Plateon, Guerilia Front Committee
36 of the CPP (Communist Party of
the Philippines)-NPA Nertheastern
Regional Committee (NEMRC), his
wife, anda teamleader ofthe medical
siaff of NEMRC,

“Twilbe for their initial expens-

es as they finally reunite with their

- Brigade said-the two commanisss

and a medical officer officially made

o thelr intention to' Surrender during

tites held at the Tandag City Police

‘Station (TCPS) on Tuesday.

Their surrender was also wit-

néssed by local officials led by Tandag
City Mayor Alexander T. Pimente! .

who weleomed the three surrendar-
ers back to sociely

e Pimentel inimedister siendsd
- :hisipersonal cagh assistance sf

2

respective families,” Pueblas told

The Manila Bulletin on Wednesday.... .

He said the surrénderers are

now currently being assisted by the

Jocal government unif, the miliiary
and other concerned line agencies
of the government for their formal

.%mﬁmant mm ﬂ'}e Cﬂmpf‘&hﬁnsi\re s

Local Intervention Program (CLIP)
50 that they may be abie to avail of

from the government, \} =

" mote cash and livelihood support B
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By ERAMOIS T, WAKEFIZLD

Taree soldiers were wounded
on Tuesday after a Community Sup-
port Program {CSP) Team from the
Army's 48rd Infantry Battalion, was
ambushed suspected elements of the
New People’'s Army (NPA) in Lope de
Yega, Northern Samar

First Li. Aflan Jay P Buerano,
Civil-Military Operations officer of the
$3rd IB. said the NPA terrorists used
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs)
and volley of gunfire to ambush the
troops who were conducting Commu-
nity Service. at Barangay Roxas. Lope
de Vega, al about 9:10 a.m..

Wounded were as Pfe Jeremy P

= NorielMGuarte:

They were brought to the nearest hos-

~plialfor tmediate metical freatment T

_Lurry, Paguite and Roxas ali of the..

Buerano said the CSPwas intended
lo deliver basic services, promote liveli-
hood programs and empower commuy-
nities to imerior barangays of Samoroy.

Municipality of Lope de Vega. Northers

Sunar waddress the problemsafieet.
ring peace afid §ecirity in the Areas R :
- --Hesaid the 43rd IR ‘condemns the =

barbaric act done by the CN'Ts particu-

farly using IEDs. which resulted to the
wounding of the government troops
periorming their task in CSP

“This illegal activity of the NPA iz
a clear violation of the International
Humanitarian Law and Comprehen-
sive Agreement for Respect on Hy-
man Rights and International Law
(CARHIL), were the CNTs is one of
the signatories of thig agreement,”
Buerano said.

“The 43rd IR ensures thaf the re-
cent incident will not stop its troops in
facilitating the defivery of hasic services
and livelihood program in the area. Your
Army will still pursue and still commit-
ted to continue its mandated duty {o
protect the welfare of the populace in
the far-flung aveas.” he added. {2

The 43rd IB is also ealling for the
massive support of the communities
to report any presence of armed group
in their barangays to help stop viclent
incidents that hinders the sostainable
develonment of the municipality.




R ol " ; -
ﬁ%_ P A S A O
) : . F 3 e, F o,
e %W E 2 o % & il 3
wie s e &

3soldiers hure

in NPA attack

THREE soldiers were wounded in an attack
of the New People's Army in Lope de V) ega
town, Northern Samar on Tuesday, the mili-
tary said vesterday.

The wounded were among 18 soldiers from
the Armv's 43zd Infantry Battabon, who were
engaged in & communite SUPPOIt program in
Barangay Roxas, said 1Lt Allany Jay Buerano, civil

. milizary operations officer of the Armn’s 43¢d IR,

The soldiers weye following up on the distribu-
tion of corn seeds grven 1o the barangay, Buerano
said. They were walking i the barangay when the
NFA members detonated improvised bombs at
around 9:10 zam. then fired at the LHOOPS.

The soldiers #red back, leaving undeter-
mined number of cassalties on the enemy side,
said Buerano, B’z/

The explosiont injured Privares Firse Class
Jeremv Razid, Marvin Rivera, and Norel

Guarts, be sald. - Victor Reyes ~~

iy

e




oldiers hu
By ZAIDA DELOS REYES

THREE soldiers were wounded when suspecied
members of the New Peoples’ Army (NPA) am-
bushed them while on their way io deliver basic
services the other day in Northersn Samar.

Taken o the nearest hospita! for frestment wer
Ples. Jeremy P, Razid. Marvin Rivern and Norie! b
Gungrte. all ‘members of Community Suppor: Program
(CSP: Tesm fom Brave Company of the Army’s 43rg
Infanry Battalion. Sth Infantry Divisior.

Reporis said the ambush occurred gt S am. af
Bgy. Roxas, Lope do Vega., Northern Samar,

Investigniors satd the vielims were on their way e
conduet community service in the ares when they were
waylaid by the rebels.

The rebele reportedly used improvised explasive de-
vices (IB13 planted alung the rond where the Than was
vxpected Lo pass.

Ag the IEDz exploded. the rehals peppered the troop-
erx with bullets angd fled.

The 8P s intended to deliver basme
ioie-divelihood proprames and unities to
miterier barangays of Bpy, Bumoroy, Curry, Paguite and
Boxze. all in Lope de Vegs, to, address ihe problems

----- i pfferting eRte AN ety T the RTBHE.

VIZBE, JITO- e s
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By ROEL PARERO

ZAMBOANGA CTTY - Suspecied Abu Sayvaf ban-
dits kidnapped a seven-year-old daughter of a busi-
nessman in Tawi-Tawi on Monday nighf, police said

yesterday.
- Radznalyn Astah and her
" parenis, Rahim and Rasha,

.-were af their store in a coastal

according to initial reports
received by Inspector Albert

Larillo, Tandubaspolice chief. -+

1 ¥illape in'Sitio Palau Pinang,

-Barangay. Himba, Tandubas, . .

. 'when at least seven gun-
~men arived on a pumpboat
_-ataround 9:30 p.m. and
_.pretended to buy gasoline,

+ he pulled out his caliber .45

When the father of the vie-

«Hmvnoticed that the suspests

were acting suspiciously,

pistol. However, one of the
gunmen managed to snatch

Page:

Radznalvn.

One of the suspects and
the mother of the victim were
wotnded in the shootoyt,

Responding personnel of
the Coast Guard and Marine
Battalion Landing Team 6
failed i arrest the kidnap-

pers, who escaped with the B

Abu Savyaf bandits at the
horder of Philippines and
Malaysia, where hijackin © of
foreign vessels and kidnap-
ping of their crewmembers
ussually ocour

Toint patrols by Indone-
sian, Malavsian and Philip-
pine Navies in line with.a...

girktoward il

The kidnapping was the
“Hystalong the shore of Tawie
Tawi after more than two

. vears.

The military has intengi-
fied its operations against

trilateral agreement also

prevented piratesawithilinks: -
~to the Abu Sayyaf. - ;ﬁ

A Dutch man, a Vidinam-
ese, three donesians and
four Filipinos remain in the
hands of the bandite,




BYHONOYE.LACSON. .

AMBOANGA CITY - A seven-
vear oid daughter of a local
merchant in Tandubas, Tawi-
Tawi was reportedly abducted
by suspected members of the Aby
Savyat Group (ASG), Monday night.
according to a military report.

The report said the victim. a resi-
dent of sitio Pinang in the village of Him
bab in Tandubas fown was kidnapped

at around 9:30 b Monday from her
home by seven armed men, believed
to be ASG members. and whisked
away onboard a green “jungkung”, or
water craft that was docked in a nearby
coastal area.

It added that the armed men pre-
tended {o buy gasoline from the vie
tim's father Rahis Asta o refuei their
“lungkung™,

The young vietim was then plaving
when the suspects snatched her,

Rahis was still 'bie to take ouf his
weapon and fired several shots at the
suspects but falled to hil any of them.

However, as an exchange of gunfire
also ensued, his wife Rahsa Malvon was
hit in the Ieg.

‘The suspects were able to success-
fully take the victim with them on their
“junglung” and fied towards the dirge-
tion of Sulu.

Rahsa Malthwasimmediately brought
toe Sapa-Sapa tows for reaiment.
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PALIMBANG, Suitan Kudarat
- Ggovernment security forces
have undertaken steps to defuse
the brewing tension between the
Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF) and the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) alter
z shooting incident involving
its members in Barangay Mina
here.

Sr. Supt. James Gulmamco
. Sultan Kudarat police directoer,
..said the pplice are i investigat-

Valie. 82. MNLF vice-chairman

_-for Sapiwang Revolulionary State
Committee, was [ired upon by five

suspects in Barangay Mina last
June 25.

valle, who sustained a lone
bullet wound in the stomach be-
lieved to be shot from a Garand
rifle. accused 8 ceriain Inoy
Kadtim. a member of 163th MIL¥
Base Command of leading the at-
tack against him.

Police said the attack agamst
Valie was an pfishioot of the killing
of Mustre Kadtim, barangay chair-

. mg the incident whergin lsrael

May 13 in Barangay Poblacion.

The victim’s relatives tagged
Valle as the one who master-
minded the killing of the barangay
official.

Valie has denied any nvolve-
ment in the killing of Kadtim,

He gaid that be had prevailed
upen his MNLF forces to stand
down and just allow him 1o press
charges against Inoy Kadtim.

Gulmatico said additional po-
hieemen have been deployed in the
area to prevent the escalation of
tension btetween the two warmng

ooy o MIREWhHE wasgunnedlage
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Solonswary

of Marawi rehab,
rights situation
ByMaricel V.Cruz

SEVERAL lawmakers on Wednesday
expressed concern on the human-rights
situgtion in Marawi and the status of the
rehabilitation of the war-damaged city.

Members of the Makabavan Bloc in
the House of Representatives filed Reso-
intion {973 that calls for a legisiative in-
guiry im0 the bloc’s concerns.

Partv-list Representatives Attopio Ti-
nio and France Castro of ACT-Teachers,
Emmi de Jesus and Arlene Brosas of Gabri-
ela, Cardos Zarate of Bayan Muna, Ariel
Casileo of Anakpawis, and Sarah Elsgo of
Kgbataan asked the House Committees on

Human Rights and on Muslim Affsirs o

¢ Pager 1.

condlict an iMVestigation, In a6 of lemsia-

. -tion, on the reports of human-rights viole-

""4iéns in Marewi and other serious concarns

. tions and the valid concerps of the peeple.. ...

of the city's residents on the government's

rehabilitation plans for the ity -

" “There is 2 need for Congress to invess
tigate the reports of human-rights viola-

of Marawi as regards their land, proper-

ties, culture and flltli!’ﬁ,” the group seid in
-+ theresolution: e

- The - bloc: said,. howev a0

FRt

amount of mvestlgatmn cem;:}ensatson

and accourtability will bring ‘back loat
and shattered lives, properties, culture
and digmity™ but added “this probe is im-
portant for the people to regain & part of
their lives and culture”

The resolution cited & report from the
National Interfaith Humaritarian Mission
i fune and July 2017, respectively, that
documented several cases of extrajudi-
cial kiltings, disappearances and torture
of Marawi residents, who were allegediy

. aceosted by soldiers while in the process
. of evacuation.

NIHM also reported several complaints
of alleged looting by soldiers who forced
their way into abandoned homes and took
household items and other properties.

Ammnesty International, in its report on
November 2017, said *Philippine security
forces violated the prohibition on the use

- of torture and other ill-treatment of peo-

© ple in their custody.” Al

The group said “moest of the vm[at:om
were- carried out against civilians who
were escaping from the besieged lakeside
town and seeking military protection.”




_.Go not need to spell a.ut.thé-pnsitive Eainsrising from

are smart. With the number haran All ove:
'-ﬂ_ze.;_.cqun“t‘t?yi’-ﬁmétiﬁl‘iéd"b‘y atleast 2y ‘1anods, ¢ xpect
- 840,580 warm ‘bodies as citizen ‘soldiers attached 1o

METREC CORNER

Tanods as

‘citizen soldiers’

By ERIK BSPINA

» N several speeches by President .
- DU-30as gaest of honsr ang speak-
er on the occasion of the ‘cath
« taking’ of newly electeg barangay
various parts of the connftry,
_he hinied at the possibility of arming
the barangay captains. In recent state-
ments, he spoke of giving the smailest
uni!{ of governance a shotgun, and for
taneds caliber 23, harnessing them in
the fight against drugs and criminality.
The plan has yel to be siudied by the
Cabinet, he sajd,

Sinee Malacaﬁang, PDEA, PNP ete.,
have a Iist of suspecied barangay of-
ficials who won in the last election but
remain in the drug-wateh, not ajl baran-

foos

officials in

and tanods. A protocol of gun seminars,
drug-testing, plus firing, famﬂiarizaiiqn,
eonfidence, and proficiency wouid be
ideal. The DILG must, however, produce
an administrative boelicy reguiating
the standards for incoming tanod ap-
plicants. o

Part of Lhe solution would he to enrofl
the entire 42,029 barangays nationwide
with their 20-plus auxiliary vojunieers
{(tanods) as “citizen soldiers™ for national
defense, to inelude disaster training,
first aid, etc. The AFPP's Reserve Com-
mands could undertake a program of
training with their respective regional
and community ynits. Funding is aety-
ally existent and long available on the
local government ieve] precisely for this
purposs,

-BAYE Can expect Lo, enjoy:such-privilege:
~ The firearms are atso government
- =Propertyunderthe DILGwhich Mgt be ™
" accounted for and canstantly inventoried
when turned over to barangay officials

AFP-PNP tandem, such a move would

- onmany theaters of national concern, I

WIiiH proper administrative coordina.

create untold benefits and a great impact

suchmarriage. The Cabinet members pf the President
of harangays all over

the ready reserve.

L

with-Congressian Roger
and Kawavan Mayor Rudy Espina. Wapmest regards
and prayers from your “inugnaics™ égn




Tagwyg Citv, It

Laotahie,
gl

T the-Fibinmm ng
Bavan: in the rain at hugh
nuon My At was n-

terred.
“The Repubhe Memoria Com-
grevt now known a- the Libingan

ng mypa Bavani (LNMB. 1< our
c‘J}lij Heroes” Cometeny located in
Fort Bonifacio, Western Biourn,
was estabhshed 1n
1947 ue 5 firring resving place for
Filipino military personne! from
Drivate i ‘.t,mcui... as well as our
heroes and marrvrs. Tois oomibar
to the gallam Filipioo soldiers
wher fough and died 1 Word
War 1. In 1934, dhen Presiden
Ramon  Magsavsay  rededicated
the cemetery and renamoed B oas
fi Lihingan ng mgs Bovann In
U7, ther President Ferainand
Marcoy  reserved 142 hecares
from the Fort Bonitzern Milirary
Reserve {formery known ar the
Fer Mekinley: in consideraton

forthebNMBorosservepon-only e

cemeter for militare person-
burglseeas-anauonalshring for

falien heroes, Presently, LNAB

provides  grave and  jnremest
services nor only for milivars men
who die in the e of dun or whoe
were honorably discharged Dut s
aise: open as 8 Aol restng place
for presidents, Tilipiao vererans,
FOTEIMNONL. . anet
“and - nauonal “arsrs?”
[Rq\ Leopoldo N Bataod] Ind
Djafuu Pangaanan;, House Bill

Houwse of Representauves,
'.i"rh Congress Second Regular
Session, Julv 2000, hapn swaww,

congress. gov.phicrisdocs  ba

i 1'11.!‘:2 :

statesment. . bejungng o the. Philippine.

st T T HBDIO21pdf

The same Libingan ng mgs
Bavasn, acvording 1o the Catho-
e Bishops' Confereace of the
Philinpines. 13 the “fnal resting
place for Filipioo soldiers whe
fought dunng rhe Sccond Workd
War as members of e United

Stares yrmed -Forcesmethes Fagr

Iorean War as

LEast {USAFFE)

Fhilippine - Lxpeditomry - Forees

to horea (PEFTON) and Viet
nam War and other elements.”
fhup: /Awww.chepnuws.com/

chaepriews “7p=44609)
Thase  “other  dements™ an-

cinde Bakazar Karganilia, DALY
a PRC-cerunied  tellonv-specialist

lewe “of Unal and Maxillofacial
Surgenne. whe Wlso happened 1o
have complered ‘iamt_mxlulh the
Ranger Course Number 1 at Fort
Magsavsay in 1070,

Dr Balmzar Narganilz was
commissioned as an officer of

M Safely e eonre

“der- T almi

b Sanmaed 2 Fell

- Bebold, ali soade ane mine:

s the soil gf the zather. s

alsn thw sond of Hie sor it
g, - [ rkicl 1824

the Philippine Armv or Tone
190OR, Hc was able 1o marh dhe
Sih anadversan of bis serace be
fore he succumbed to the effects
of nrogressive supri-nuclea palsy
this year, For him. the Presiden:
ui the Philippines i 1071098,
Fidel Valder Ramos sut 2 prar

3
“Dia vou won
FTrod the ve lice
af the shad"' Oh! But Jesus™ love
lomined / Every dark and fear-
ful plade” [Lerter to Ars. Anpe.
line Narganiila and famiiv. 21 June

218
For the Lute D, Balza- K rea-
nilia, the DCSRRATY Reas Adm,

third stanza reads:

mer, firing party 2t-pun salute,

milizar host - mH!)mm sarc are
rival departare honors, For thess
provisions, the Presidental ferrer
and the condolenves ! comrades
and redatives, the family of the i

which ™ e

eanthorzed- e
Cprovision, of vigil bagler” dram-

P

L .

v Bahazar Karganilia jv dccpi‘» .

grareful,

The Libiggae np mga Bavani is
mamaned a5 a Navonal Shrine
by the Grave Services Unit of the
Phiiippine Army. Jhup: s /server
prac.miloh ‘PDE shrmes/lib-
mgen.pudf] “Under AFP Regula-
ton G 161-373 or “The alloca-
oo ¢ Cemetery Plots at the
IMAIRY fssued on April 9, 198¢
b then Chie? of Staff of the AFP
General Fided Ramos and Presi-
dent Comzon Aquino, deceased
persons wha can be  interred
at LNME are: Medal of Valor
Awardees: Presidens of the Phii-
ppanes as the Commander ~an-
Chiet o the AT
Naoonal Detense: Chief of Stafr
of the ATE, General ‘Tlag Offc-
ers of the AFP: acuve and retired
military personnel of the AFP,
formes AFP members who later-
allv vaitered and joined the Philip-

"t NAHGRA Police TPNPT Al T

I’hrlqmma Coast Guaré (PCGy:
vererans of the Phlippine Révata:
fion of (RYG, the First and Second
World War, as weil as recognized
guerillas: posernmient digniraries,
stesindan. navoenal  oarvses and
other decensed persons whose in-
fermens or re-interment has been
approved by the Commandes-in-
Chsed:
of  Natiomal  Defense: . former
prescdents, Secretanes of Nagon-
2 Defense. Chiefe of Staff and
wichows former presidents.”
fhirp www.congress.gov.ph,

B SN T S e

H

Seeretary of

onymressortheSecretary o




INTHE

press/detais, phpPpressid =6508]
“Crar fallen heroes shali diwas‘
be remembered, Their countn
shall conunue w honor them for
even I they can o longer par-
feipate in the routine of daile life,
what they had left and died for
shall continuousiv be emoved by
the vere rwn;vlc they have sworn
0 serve” fhop:/ Swwwarmy.mil
ph  ASCOM g, ‘hrmi}
T Other meters of mrzrest this
week:

i1: A vear afior Greenpeace Phil-
ppmes and i crennve [a.lrtmr
Dentsu Javme Svfu unveiled the
dead plastic whale in Naje, Cavite,
the art msmilaton that shocked
the world bagged rwo top awards

LI durag die meeting of the
Asean \\ orking (‘mup o1 (_oaﬂt,.}
aud Marine Fovironmen: i hin-

nila. “The scourge of plaste pol-
lution is undenisble, and s alread v
taking a2 ol not just on our envi-
roment and food, but the overall
welfare of Filipinos, 10 time for
the national goverament o £TOP
dragaing ite feet in addressing rhis
problem and for big fasr- -mving
consumer goods (FMOG) como-
LN 1 stop qpemng £XCuses
fur r‘w;z single-use plasue produc-
son,” sad Vinee Ciaches, oceans
campaigner for Greenpeace Phil-
snmc

21 Yor the blasphemers. an ex-
cerpt from the August 5, 1973
warming of Oy Lady of Al

i ehE AU TR AR Taond Thies ™

naningal Fesdva! m Feance, The

“dead whald wad udveiléd on “vI*i\

eniv Father fs preparing to inflict

any men in this world affic:
‘the Lord..In order thar the world
might kaow His anger, the Heav-

& grear chastisement o all man-
king ™ And fren, the (ctober 13,
197z - praphecy: “As 1 tald vou,
if men dc not repent and better
themsedves, the Father will inflict
a terrible punizhmen: on all hu-
maniry. Tt will be » punishmen
greater than the deluge, such as
one will never see hefore, Fire wall
fal! trom the sky aad will Wi out
a great pan of humanin, the gond
as well as the had sparnay neliher
pﬂ(,‘:{‘\ 0 f'mh?u TDL SLFL J‘.*’Jl"
will find themscives so desolat
that they wili envy the deag” jhe-
Pswwwewrneom S ihrary
maryakirahm)|

3 AMore than TRUred
sokdiers. nciuding and
many others whe rushed in from
argund..the. coune,.
on locai government offices m
the eastern ity of
Jiangsu provines, For four davs,

P
IREAE
focaly

descended -

thnimng. A

they occupied a public plaza an
@ street. sinmng and {:hqmmg a8
they demanded answ ers over the
;zlltu:d beating of a fellow veteran
by government-hired thugs afrer
he petitoned for beter benesits.
[Lazge armv veteran protests in
Chins pose ciallenge for Ni; he-
P apnews.com ‘1 Scafelea038
41 i‘:t"‘.’:’f‘ﬂdﬁfcdb‘)i%at!i}
L “'}'ndﬂ\ on the Internationa
Against Drug Abuse angd IJ~
hu* Tumcun; we  remember
those we have Jost o the drug
abuse epidemic, lift up and prav
for those - sttugyling with addicnon,
and reaffinm our steadfast resglve
to dismantle the erimina! nerworks
that spread the drags ttmt are por-
soning our loved ones.” fhnps:/

stalernents, 1)1‘{':%1(](’{] tial- mtﬁ%ag@

interititiofkaldac ~drug-zbuseflic.

f-trafnoking 4

W whitGHE fitgd ’br;e*mgﬂ»' '
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Friendly fire

I policemen were killed and several oth-
s were wounded by government troops

m Samar, both groups ronng afer New
Perple’s Army rebels, non knowing thar they were
i the same ares. aud unable 1o discern thar they
were 1in the same ~ide.

The combal unis were the fsr Platoon, SU5th
Compan o the Regronal Mahile Foree § of the
police and the Charlic Company, 87 Infantey
Baralion, & infamin Division of the Philppine
Arom

~Tre-burngdin

Lplace in I}z{. OpErauons of the military that WCo

u.wl&::r if the defense leade s:cth is res.lh' domg

SOHTHE ihmg about it

R T T R b e R L e G e U0 ro L

_ “The _bungﬁﬁg scenario has become

so commonplace in the operations

faf the military that we wonder if. the —

- defense Ieadersth is really doing
something about it.’
resh in the public memony were similar “friendly
vear i 1:§m effort o retake Ma-

fire” inodencs last
ravd Cire from the clatches of the isiaoust Maute
group, also arifxed wirn the Islamne State, Anoth-
er costly and unresodved nulitary error is the Mama-
sapano debacle, where 24 wp officers of the PIVP
Special Action Force were butchered by Muslim
fgaters wishow as much as a proper summing up.

To be fair, the jaadenship of both the Philip-

e

the sirvaron. They acloded PXP

formatien, but if indeed the
assive offensives against the communist rebels,

Fid A
Mo
a
-
.
.

Mew,.

pine Nagonal Police and the Armed Torces of the
A ETICIEENCY MEClng to assess
chief Ditector
ATP Chiet of Staff

Philippioes held 2

Creneral Uscar Albaralae and
Gren, Carliees Crabvez,
We coic imagine how the communist-ded New

Peopie’s Arme INPAC rebels may have gloared

Cover this erabarsassing and harting incidens The

rebeds mught have surmised that in their eneme’s

Chaste o obliteraie the rebedion within the vear,

they are error afrer another,

Jose Ma Sisoa. now conschant of the National

&4 ii‘*’lﬂ"slﬂi“’};‘j O

Dernocrane Frontin the suspended peace ratks,
hud carier charged thar Presidens Duterte indefi-
niwely postponed the ik because the defense
establishment assured him thar the military can
defeat the NPA within the vear, Believing this
info, Sison counterposed that it is highly unlikely
thar they weale suffer complete defeat: in fact, the

NRAamav-beable tsooust-the-Presidenge oo

We are skeptic about the eracity of Sis

ep

media repores from the feld will most likely vali- -

: daiu this.

“The fact is, with or without such shon-term of-

fensivy 1o blow up the organ
Y "’.*."tiw'mnmﬁ- MISSteps ave appatent. . .

President Durerte’s explanation arributing thic
¥ Tty

w3 Murphy's Law “whatever can go wrong will go
wrong sn'toan explananon ar all for these lapses
that caused bves.

s great promise when new hinod is inject-
tshipe af the PNP and the AFP,

7 ners
cd o the leade

with Adbavalde and Galvez, both capabie officers,

picked 10 lead these organizations, o
The people remain hapeful thar the keaders of

our men m untfony will make a difference this
ame, when thelr Commander In Chief 15 serionas

in eftecrnge reforms In thelr ranks.,

AFPis 1mplcm&nﬂn§.# N

donal screpprh of
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By Eimer Navarro Mange!

Will the United States come
4o the defense of the Philippines
in the event the West Philippine
Sea (WPS) becomes a flashpoint
Aameng claimuant nations,
including China?

Unele Sam may or may not
depending on several historical
issues tu be resalved ai WPS
which China refers to as Sowuth
China Sea.

Maritime experi Jay

%

THE USS Ronald Reagan docks in Manila, sparkng debate on WS |

Batonghbacal on Wednesday
stressed the Philippine- U8
Mutua) Defense Treaty can only
be invoked by the Philippines if
the US recognizes Scarborough
Shozl as a ferritory of the
Philippines.
Batanghacal,
noretheless,
conceded that
the U'S has an
obligation under
the pact to
defend Philippine
tereitory in the
event of an
attack by another country,
“There i3 a strong push for
the US government {io aid
the Philippines). i has been
under discussion for more
thuge
“the US should consider

“The US may be
ebliged to come to the
Philippines’ aid in the

event the Philippines finds
itself under atiack on
Scarborough Shoal
at WPS.”

~defending-the-territory from
say reclamation,” the professor

~¥oar-now;whether:

territory,” said Batongbacal
on TV

He explained recent
docaments fended 1o show the
US government turned over
Scarborongh to the Philippine
Commonwealth
gevernment
decades ago,

If that is the
case, the U8
may be obliged
1o come {0 the
Philippines’
aid in the avent
it finds itself
under atiack on Secarboerough
Shoal at WPS.

“A recognition on the part
of the U8 means thal you're
raising the possibility of

“1's now a matter of shall
we say, how serious is the issue,
how they would act on certain
activities in Scarborough. The

“resold

SSLIES.

3

biggest danger is if China will
push with its reclamation,” he
added.

Batongbacal contended the
arbitral ruling on the South
China Sea seen by many to
favor the Philippines may
actually be u step backward
for the Philippine government,

This because the ruling.
aceording to Batongbacel,
stated that both the Philippines
and China have “traditionsl
fishing rights” to the shoal.

A professer af the University
ol the Philippines, Batongbacal
warned that under China's
convept of joint development
with other claimant countries,
Beidjing refains seversignty over
the territories.
That-fs g question we rive

{0 ask them and that has to be
‘s digenssion T i phig

is pushed by China, if this is

-an integral efement in their

position, then implicitly, we'll
have to acecepl thai,” he said.

=
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Armed men abducts 7-year-old g
Tawi-Tawi

By dube Alipsla - Reporter / o glinigiutic]™(}
inguirer Mindanac / 08:27 PM June 27, 2018
ZAMBOANGA CITY — Armed men abducted a seven-year-old girt and wounded her mother

after a brief altercation with her father in Sitic Pulao Pinang, Barangay Himba. Tandubas

town in Tawi-Tawi on Monday night.

Brigadier General Custodio Parceon, the commander of Joint Task Force Tawi-Tawi, said five
to seven men arrived on a boat and docked in front of the store owned by the family of Rahim

Astah, pretending to buy gasoline.

When the giri’s father Rahim noticed their suspicious move, he reportediy drew his caliber 45
pistol. prompting one of the men to grab his daughter Radznaiyn.

Rahim fired his pssto hsttmg one of the men, Who fought back and hit his wife, Rasha. They

ﬂed north of Ba uman isiand tn Languyan and brought the gié’% thh them e

Parcon said they were using a green Jungkong type boat with twin engines and a yellow-
striped blue Tiririt boat.

Parcon sa;d the poince were ook;ng mto the motwe of the abduc‘:ton sncfudmg ihe posabs!tty

- that'itis drug-related since Astah was previously a drug user who turned himself overtothe 7

government.
There was no demand for ransom from the abductors so far.

The girl's mother, who sustained gunshof wounds. was aiready in stable condition at the Datu

Halon Hospital. /ee
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PH may buy more NC212i planes in the future —
Lorenzana

By: Frances Mangosing - Reporter / @@FMangosingiNG

INQHLHREEE ne [ 03:40 PM June 27. 2018

The Philippine Air Force commissions two new aircraft from indonesia. /Photo by Frances Mangosing/INQUIRER net

The Philippines may purchase more NC212i light utility transport aircraft from indonesia if the Air
roree finds it suitable to their operations. Defense Secretfary Delfin Lorenzana said.

“aftera few years of delay due o autopilotissues: The planes. purchased through the AFP -
modemization program signed in 2014, are worth P850 million.

The Air Force sees the aircraft as a "big leap” to their air mobility requirements and capabilities, Its
_fleet of light transport pianes, the Nomad, are being used since the 1570s.

on Tuesday the state-owned PT D}rgantara Indonesia fmafly turned over two urits to the Phiiippmes;” -

“if the Air Force will find this aircraft suitable for our use, they will order more of this aircraft.” he said.

o A'similar type of aircra‘”'t is currently hot i inc uded in the Herizon 2 of ‘ihe AFP modernization program o
however.

Lorenzana also took the opportunity at the turnover to express his admiration for indonesia's defense
industry.

“We admire indonesia for their vision to create their own defense industry. Remamber in the 1960s we
aiso had our own modemization program under then President Marcos but it did not take off.” he said.
‘But Indonesia was able tc pursue their vision of developing their naval industry and aircraft industry
and now they are exporiing to us,” Lorenzana said. citing the iwo sfrategic sealift vessels of the
Philippine Navy which were also bought from Indonesia as examples.

“We are happy to have the help of our neighbors. Indonesia is in just in the back door to provide the
necessary eguipment,” he said.

When the supplier of a good is near, the afier-sale support is easier. lt's easier for them o come and
soive a problem.” he added. /je
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PNP, AFP probe troops comms in Samar

misencounter

By: Jhoannz Ballaran - Reporter / @JhoannaBING
IO imee e /03011 PM June 27, 2018

The Philippine National Police {PNP) and Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will look into the
level of coordination made before the patrolling troops in Samar ended up ina btoody mlstaken
encounter, Director General Oscar Albayalde said on Wednesday. - ' o

The PNP chief said policemen have coordinated with the military for their operation, but the
communication obviously failed to reach the soldiers on the ground.

“‘Definitely there’s coordination, sinabi na nga ng AFP and the PNP ‘van. What we're looking at here
is the level of coordination kung hanggang saan nakarating 'yung coordination na 'yun. That is part
of the investigation,” Albayalde said in a televised interview in Leyte.

(Definitely there’s coordination, the AFP and the PNP have already said that. What we're looking at
here is the level of coordination, up to which level the coordination reached. That is part of the
investigation.)

“Ang sinasabi ng PNP nakikipag-coordinate din sila pero tinatanong natin ditto. gusto nating
malaman kung hanggang saan nakarating ‘yung coordination na ‘yun. Bakit humantong sa ganito?
Bakit hindi nakarating sa mga operating units nila?”

(The PNP was saying that they alse coordinated with the AFP but our question here, what we want
to know is up to what level the coordination reached. Why did it end up like this? Why it did not
reach thexr operatmg umts’P)

-Six.members of the PNP_805th Mobile Company of the Reglonat Mobile Force Battalion 8 (RMEB8) ...

were kilied while nine others were wounded in a bloody snafu with the members of the 87th Infantry
Battalion of the Philippine Army in Sta. Rita, Samar on Monday morning.
Both troops were targeting members of the New People’s Army (NPA),

~tryan interview with the media on Tuesday, 8th Infantry Division Commander Major General Raul

Farnacio admitted the RMFB8 had mformed the Ahmbuyog detachment on Fﬂday of the poltcemen

" patrolhng in the area

Farnacio. however, said the pohcemen did not say when they woulld conduct their operations, thus

the communication failed to reach military ground troops.
Albayalde said it was difficult for troops in the area to identify who the enemies were as rebels often

wear the same uniform as the government iroops.

‘Kung ano ang suot ng AFP at PNP yun din ang suot nila (NPA). Kung ano armas nila (military,
police} minsan ‘yun din ang armas nila. So that's important on our part is the coordination between
the AFP and the PNP,” the police chief said.

(They wear what the AFP and PNP wears. Sometimes they use the weapons of the military and the

police.}
The PNP has formed its own Board of Inquiry to investigate the incident. with reports from Daphne

Beftran  /kga
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