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STORY BY MARLON RAMOS AND VINCE F NONATO )

Today’s ﬂag ceremnny at the Snprem 'tu"t expected to turnintoa seaof red ina §how of supportnot‘for the
Chief Just:ce but for her i3 colleagues whu forced hertogoon mdeﬁmte leave, accordmg to two msxders. y
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Sayyaf Group (ASG)

14 ranking leaders of the
bandit group during the

[Official yesterday s;
__‘.Cli'ihto ‘B. Sobejina,

“Forces of the Philippings
.(AFP} doint . Task .Force.

BT were also wounded 7

’.I’he govermnent Swar.. .-2.017 to. Feb 28 2018

~on terror- eontmued tor o
4 gain ground with 87 Abu

" members killed, including

‘past 12 months, amlhtary &

Actording o Bng Gén.”

commander of the. Armed'

“Siluy (J’FFS), said at’ ie?,st .

toid 4 total of 299"

- bandth ‘were neutralized

during the periad, cutting
down the remaining Abu
Sayyaf fighters to about 488,

but still, a force'to recknn
with, Sobejana pointed-out.
On the) > goyernment side;

‘e said nine soldiers were

~killed and 109 others

‘Tecovered wers three 81

mm mortars, oné 160-mm
mortar, one 90RR, two .60

" cal. machine guns, one 30-

caliber machine gun, one

‘M6 machine gun, 220
High-powered assault
‘rifles, 82 light firearms

: ASG the soonagk ‘i&assﬂ}ié o
" time” as he vowed there will

be no let-ap in the war on

“terror in Sulu, his area ofﬁ
Tesponsibility. :

The Abu Sayyé,f whmh

has link with Islamic teror .
““groups in‘the Middle Bast -

has beer engaged in’
terrorist activities, including -

_wounded in'39 fierce gun * and thousands of rounds of  kidnappingfor- -ransom for .
battles with the terror group bullets, - i 'over twodecades. .~
in various parts of Suju; " - Smce assummg as JTFS " Their . target for
. Sobejana said his troops™ ~ commander in February kzdnappmg;s both Fthmos
.aJso captured 251 firearms-  last year, Sobejana has é _

~““ordered his troops to
ilitary

sustain:. the:
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rmh:' v mmally 1evealeci'_"- two-m Jaw
aute Group’s: recruitmient  first extended: by Congress 1 July,
fforts week iton - it the cnd ‘of December last: at. -

[ fa -~ ‘meanifg® there 1s.rec:ru1tment' g0 rn.mént agcncxcs, hca directed

| -common: acuon of ithe's supporters © thereis stilla possibility that theywill . Iocal government units to fastack

o 0{ th i ncmy neutrahzcd is lay. s1cge oroccipy anothe:r city, aot the aehabilitation -of., Maxa\m Cxtv_.
b %

! - parucuiaﬂyMarm o onr: troopsiareithere to ensure -
- temew atithe A:my hcadqua; s,crs Y 7 {the secutity ) of.-the' residents”
in! Fort Bomfaao . said Bautistai s -

: ; A ‘the residents even after

H >y governiment forces five . uitment of new menibers. thf: liberation of Marawi because
motiths: latfn5 leaving 974 Maute Last December, President “oneof. their worties is what will
members, 168 soldiers and police- Duterte ‘cited severa] reasons happen to-them if ‘they will be
men and 47 civiliang dead, in requesting Congress to ex- zbandoned (by soldiers),
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Close to 100 Abu Sayyaf bandits killed in last 12

MANILA -- The government's war on terror continued to gain ground with-97 Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) members killed, including 14 ranking leaders of the group during.the past 12 -
~months from Feb. 21, 2017 to Feb. 28, 2018, a military official said Sunday.” - - :

Brig. Gen. Cirilito E. Sobejana, commander of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
Joint Task Force Sulu (JTFS), said at least 57 were also wounded, 79 captured and 66
surrendered during the same period.

All in all, a total of 299 bandits were neutralized during the period, cutting down the
remaining Abu Sayyaf fighters to about 488, but still. a force to reckon with, Sobejana

pointed out.

On the government side, he said nine soldiers were killed and 109 others wounded in 39
fierce gun battles with the terror group in various parts of Sulu.

Sobeja na said his troo psalso captu red 251 fa rearms of va raouscahbersd urmgthe’izumomh s

- period, depleting the firepower of the Abu Sayyaf.

Amonyg the firearms recovered were three 81mm mortars, one 160mm mortar, one 90RR,

two .50 caliber machine guns, one 30 caliber machinegun, one M60 machinegun, 220 high- =

—powered-assault rifles, 22 light firearms; and thousands of rotinds of bullets.

- Since assuming as JTFS commander in February last year, Sobejana; a récipient ofthe =~

~Medal of Valor, the highest military award for gallantry in combat, has ordered his troops to

sustain the military offensive to “destroy the ASG the soonest possible time” as he vowed
there will be no let-up in the war on terror in Sulu, his area of responsibility.

The Abu Sayyaf which has link with Islamic terror groups in the Middle East has been
engaged in terrorist activities, including kidnapping-for-ransom for over two decades.

Their target for kidnapping is both Filipinos and foreigners.

Sobejana said that from Feb. 21, 1017 to Feb. 27, 2018, the Abu Sayyaf had snatched 45
individuals.

Of that number, the terror group beheaded four of their kidnap victims, another four had
escaped, 16 had been released, and 11 had been rescued, but 10 are still in the Abu Sayyaf

custody, Sobejana said.

Sobejana said those rescued included five Malaysians, four Filipinos, and two Indonesians.

4
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 The Abu .SaYya'f,ﬁ_as-_aJs'd been involved in bombings. assassinations and extortion activities =

For'their hotbrio’us activities, :th'e Abu Sayyaf has been -ta"g'g'e'd as aterrofist Q;*buip'-_byﬁ-fhe-:f-._ e

- United Nations, Indonesia, Malaysia, Canada, Australia, Japan: '.United:Kiﬁgdom;-‘-‘;U__r_a_ifqd SERRERL
Arab Emirates, among others, (PNA) e Sl wewgsdo
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'By_Pria'rh'--Ne'pcmucéno R

o MAN!LA_- As the -c’dﬁhﬂ.‘y.:céiébfa'tzé's | National Women's ManthfheArmedForceSofirhe Ry

. Philippines (AFP) said it would do everything to ensure that women l_sé_r-vin_g'fthe_.:znj{!ita;ﬁy"_=WiIi'«_-'---

be not be subjected fo harassment and violence dutfng"-'t'h'_e'_ir'trafh_ih"gl:and*-s’é'mic';e;

“gend

Garc

ler and '-d’eyeldp'm'eht (GAD) brogramstc'_} p’reve’njt'_\_/f“o'leh-ce and discrimifiation amongits

ranks; o _ _ :
"The AFP continuously intensifies its efforts to develop plans, policies, and mechanisms in
‘addressing identified gender discrimination and inequalities within the organization. This is
part of the military’s on-going campaign towards women empowerment and equai rights for

its members," he said.

The AFP has lined up gender and development programs including Gender Sensitivity:

Training, ‘Seminar-Workshops on Gender Analysis; GAD Executive Briefing to Senior Military

Officiais/Top Level Management: and lectures on_GAD_—_re_a__f_ated laws and mandates........

T G

Garcia sasdtheAFP also actively pa ricipates in-national and interrational mandated GAD. T

" related advocacies such as the Campaign to End Violence against Women

The military official said programs on GAD have been ongoing since the military started
accepting women m its ranks. e e T B

He added that same privileges and opportunities in.terms of p___ay,g-_re_m_un_a[:a_ti.o_ns’:.:b.e'n'e”ﬁts-f;_ s TR

. and awards are being accorded to men and women in he miltary. -

Garcia stressed that equal considerations in terms of the area or field of assignment are
given to both men and women in the AFP.

The military also provides decent and separate billeting facilities and quartering for men and
women regardless of location or type of assignment.

Garcia added that the AFP salutes all its female soldiers and civilian employees for their
bravery and hard work in the organization,

"The AFP is dedicated to enabling equal rights and opportunities in all aspects of its service,
whether these are combat to noncombat operations. We assure the public that efforts will
continue to pave the way for more programs that will further expand the military’s
commitment to women empowerment and gender equality," he added. (PNA)
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Army slams Karapatan report on ‘tortured’ NPAs et

By Rhoda Grace Saron _ _ |
- DAVAO CITY -- The Philippine Army’s 71t Infantry battalion has debunked the allegation of a lefist

: _ oL _éf{léﬁivéfin’di'\}iduaJS'-:w}i"o?-wér'e-=s-USp'aéted5"me'm'b’ers**cif*fhe““Néwli-"edp'l’é"s""g‘A-rm'y-.- SRR

 Lt. Col. Esteveyn Ducusin, commander of the Army's 71st battalion, said o trooper would do such « - - o
heinous acts as these are contrary to the mandate of the military4o'serve and protect the people,:=rmie i

adding that state troops strictly adhere to the.Ant-Torture Law of.2009,+ - = _ w
members th'Want'to“:gd"ba'ck”’to“;tﬁe'fo'ids'.ofithe law because it creates an impression that + - e e
surrenderers are mistreated and abused,” Ducusin said. R o

Ina b'fes'é statement released by Kai’épétéh on March 2, 201 8, the leftist group claimed that Jan&ary
Mensis, 22 and alias “Jerry,” 17, were reportedly abducted on Nov. 28, 2017 and were “falsely
accused” as thieves by the Philippine National Police (PNP} in Tagum City.

After being cleared, Karapatan claimed that the two were turned over to the 71st IB, brought to the
camp and were tortured.

On Dec. 8, 2017, the two were allegedly brought to a mountainous area in Compostela Valiey and
were thrown 1o a pit where soldiers tried to burn them alive. R

" adhere in International Humanitarian Law and it would be a privilege for us to be investigated to

““the'govemment,

- The 71stIB troopers are-professional and disciplined; committed to respe et:humantightsand: i

expose of the truth,” Ducusin said.

He said the 71st IB welcomes any legitimate investigation to prove its innocence on the isspe.

Ducusin said Karapatan wanted to make an impression that communist rebels who surrenderwould

The military reported that as of March this year, a total of 418 NPA members and mass supporters
voluntarily surrendered to the said battalion. :

The former rebels were bound to attend the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority’s
(TESDA) livelihood training programs, which are projects aimed at helping them reintegrate into

society.

On March 2, 2018, there were 15 personalities who were apprehended within the area and were sent
to jail, including bomb makers, Special Partisan Unit members, and some alleged drug personalities.

"This has gained the support and respect from the civilian community. They are able to build a
schoo! buitding in Maragusan, the water system in Maco, and distributed school supplies, bags and
chairs within Compostela Valiey and Davac def Norte," the commander said.

"All of these accomplishments have paved way for anti-gevernment groups to create gorge

destroying the mission of Philippine Army especially 71st 1B who are performing their duties and
responsibilities in attaining peace and order for the progress of the community,” Ducusin said. (PNA)
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~ Army turns over rubber s eedlingsto IPsin
- Maguindanao o

ByEdwinFemandez < oo

* AMPATUAN, Maguindanao - The military's 1st Mechanized Infa

 village of Ampatuan in abid to help natives have alternate

The Maguindanao provincial agriculture office provided the seedlings intended for all |P
communities that have limited or no agricultural support at all.

Maguindanao Governor Esmael Toto Manguadatu has specific programs for the IPs who he
described as protectors of the forest as their ancestral domain. - . :

Labaniego also said that the outreach program is one wa\g__,Qf.kb:ci_nging.f_.th_ef~-IRszl-away=fr'on-; T

—=COMMUNIst: movementrecruitmsnit in'the hintetands . B

" Panes lauded the efforts ofthem;htary f.o'r't:?ﬁé .délive.ry of the seedlings. She assured the
soldiers that the IPs wouid take care of the agricultural assistance.

Rubber is a rising industry in Maguindanao, which has a vast track of uninhabited forast
“lands suitable for rubber and heat resistant crops.

ey lanited th ééd‘affbéééé:-i:n-f?'%ﬁfsfbom'mun‘ity,-"'-?Léb'éﬁ;égc‘ééid as his team Jeft
 the mountain village. (PNA) |
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