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trial at the Senate, said members of the

~solGen:..

*ceeding being under Section 2, Article
X1 of the Constitution with unwritien

... fellow lawyer,

From AX

are two entirely different proceedings
with entirely different grounds for fil-
ing. These two proceedings run on dif-
ferent tracks-- the impeachment pro-

assumption here is that the officer was
eligible and that the assumption of of-
fice was valid,” he said.

Besides, Calida said he is actually
doing Sereno a favor by filing the case
before the Supreme Court.

“The OSG will rot allow you to un-
dergo the indignity that the late Chief
Justice Renato Corona suffered at the
hands of politicians who unjustly con-
victed him. You do not deserve that, |
dom’t expect you to appreciate this but
believe me, this is an act of kindness to
’ he said.

taEi Woild ‘be formally elected by the

chamber before Congress adjourns.
“From forty names, it {the list] is now
significantly reduced to less than 15,7
Alvarez said,
He said the following are likely to be
elected a3 members of the prosecution

-panel: “Deputy - Speaker -and -South - Co- -
tabaté Rep. Ferdinand Herfiandez, Ako'_ )
Bicol Party-list Rep. Alfredo Garbin,

Compostella Valley Rep. Ruwel Peter
Gonzaga, ABS party-list Rep. Eugene de

Vera, |-Ang Edukasyon party-list Rep.

Salvador Belaro, SAGIP party-list Rep.

Rodante Marcoleta, Ako Bicol party-list

Rep. Rodel Batocabe, Citizens Battle
Against Corruption (CIBAC) party-list
Rep. Sherwin Tugna, Pangasinan Rep.
Marlyn Primicias-Agabas,” Misamis Oc-
cidental Rep. Henry Oaminai, Oriental
Mindore Rep. Doy Leachon and Leyte
Rep. Vicente Veloso,

Oriental Mindoro Rep. Reynaldo

‘A supporter of Sereno, Albay Rep

i Edcel Lagman; however, said seven jus- .

""Umnali, chairman of the ‘House justice’
committee, earlier.said House majority .. .

" tices who have shown hostility toward
Sereno should recuse themselves from.

the quo warranto case.
He did not name the justices, however.
_In the House, Speaker Pantaleon

Alvarez said an 1l-man prosecution

panel for Sereno’s 1mpeachment tna!

- ..-3was almost complete S :
o iklvarez; who is® expected o manage
tha prosecution for the impeachment

-.Appeals,. are all .vice-chairmen
“House Committee on Justic

‘leader and Ilocos Norte Rep. Rodolfo
Farifias will also be elected to the pros-

ecution panel.

Umali said he will be the lead pros-

ecutor.
Oaminal, Leachon and Veloso, a for—
mer associate justice of the Court

sured of slots in the prosecution panel.

5

Tugna and Agabas were being con-
sidered for-being ~part-of - theT1=man~"

House prosecution panel during the

impeachment trial of then Chief Justice -

Renato Corona.

Deputy speaker and Cebu Rep.

Gwendolyn Garcia is reportedly being

groomed to be the spokesperson of the

House prosecution: panel.

Simﬂariy, House setiior deputy ma: '

_;or:ty Leader and Pampanga Rep.

Rimpy Bondoc, who is reportedly eye-
ing Farifias’s post in the next Congress,
is also being tapped to serve as the |
- prosecution’s spokesman. '

This developed as Umali said the _
House will approve the -committee re- .
port on the Sereno impeachment frial |
with the Articles of Impeachment be- -

fore Congress goes on break,

“I will comply by next next week. 1 |

will submit this to plenary,” Umali said .

as his committee is expected to decide -
Thursday on the probable cause of the _
- cotiplaint Filsd by lEwyer Larry Gadon.
_He said Sereno will be given the due

process as she will be required to com-
ment on the complaint.

At the flag ceremony at the Supreme
Court Monday, dozens of court employ-
ees wore red to show their support for 13 -

_associate justices who urged Sereno to
- g0 on Jeave. Nearby, Sereno. supporters '
d .

the chief _}BSUCE With Vlto'Barcelo -
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taty: 2,263 NPAs, supporters

have surrendered smce ]anuary

By wcmre REYES -

- _1 656 are’ supporters _ _
Garaa said 90 percent of rhose _

\_programs of the AFP PNP and

AT feask 2000 members o e Who
igotmunist New Pesple’s Army -

and supporters have surrendered
to'the Armed Forces’ fxomjanuary
1 to'March 4 this year.

+ AFP public affzirs chief L. Col.
Fmmannel Garcia said the 2,263
who surrendered afé bioken down
into 607 régular“members and

: Dzrvao regen the area of operanons . )
of thermed group of the Comrnu—'

nist Party of the Philippines. -
“He ateributed the surrendefs to
combmed focused railitary op-
érations; intelligefice efforts, civil-
military operation, re-integration
efforts and peace and devéloprment

: expectmg méte NPA: members and
communist supporters jie} sur:ender :

The military placed the NPA

stxength at 3,706 members as'of

“Seo MILITARY > Page B :

,,Mrm;mw :

mititary-is aiming to .reduce the

cotnmunist strength by half..

Meanwhile, 190 of the 683 NPA

mernthers who surrendered to the

“ilitary in Eastermr:Minidanao last ©

year are due to dine with President

They are also due to be toured to

“Luneta Park and Tntamuros The

- before bringing them to Malacatiang,

“The activity is patt of the con-
tmuing activity of reintegrating the
former rebels in the mainstream
-gociety and-to give them a better -
petspective on life)” said Bafagtey

... Duterte roday.in Malacafiang, said ..
*CAFP Bastern MmdanaoCommand " s
" spokesman MajoBzra Bala,gtey " with the Presrdent in'two batches

- The 190 were flown in two lastmonth. They were also toured
C-130 planes of the Air Force to. - by the military in Luneta Parkand
Manila from Davao City yesterday. - Intramuros. S :

o
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By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

At least 2,263 New People’s Army (NPA) rebels and
their supporters have surrendered since January, the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) reported yesterday.

Recerds show that 607 of
the surrenderees were regular
NPA fighters while the rest
were with the Militiang Bayan,
underground masgs organiza-

“tons (UGMEs)-and their sup--

_portezs.

AFP public affairs office chief,
said around 90 percent of those

LE Col Bmanuel (Garclay

who surrendered came from
the Davao region.

Records show that a tota) of
371 UGMO members and their
supporters surrendered in

Compostela Valley last Jan, 20,

193 in Monkayo on Feb. 3 and

166;in:MontevistaionFeb:19....:
‘At least 264 NPA rebels

were also killed or arrested in

military operations frotm Feb-
ruary to November last year.
Giarcia attributed the mass
surrender of NPA rebels and
their supporters to relentless
military operations, intelli-
gence, civil-military and rein-
tegration effort as well ag peace
and development programs
of the AFP, police and Jocal
government units,

. Citing_the dissatisfaction
expressed by the rebels against
their leaders, the military said .

pected to return to the fold of
the law.

“The AFP assures the public
that operations against com-
munist terrorists will continue
to protect the people and com-
munities from. terrorist atroci-
ties,” Garcia said.

President Duterte hosted
dinners for more than 600 for-
mer rebels at Malacafiang last
month, He said he is not keen

on resuming talks with the
communists even as he raised

more communist guerrillas

and their supporters are ex-

“the reward tor every NPAtebel

killed.
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7,000 illegal guns targetedin

[aguindanao

70315 AM Marcl 05, 2018
MAGUINDANAQ — The military continued to avoid the use of force to pry up to 7.000 unlicensed .~
firearms from civilian hands in the province, but was bent on recovering the guns, as part of the stepped up

campaign against criminality, an Army spokesperson said.

Capt. Arvin John Encinas, spokesperson of the 6th Infantry Division, said the number of unlicensed firearms
was provided by the provineial police but does not include those in the hands of members of the Moro

Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), @ Moro guerrilla group that struck a peace dea! with the government.

“The weapons of the MILF are technically illegal but we have ongoing peace tatks,” said Encinas.

explaining why rebel firearms were not part of the count.

Encinas said military and police were implementing an amnesty program called “Balik Baril (Surrender

Guns),” which officials hoped would entice owners of illegal guns to give up their weapons.

He said the military had asked for the help of village officials in the campaign as “these guns might have

Diplomatic

Lt Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr.. head of the Western Mindanao Command. based in Zamboanga City, said the

military “would continue to employ a diplomatic approach™ in recovering unlicensed firearms.

Police continued to enforce laws against illegal firearms and arrested a man roaming in the town of
Buadipuso-Buntong in Lanao del Sur. with an unlicensed gun. —Jeoffrey Maitem, with a report from

Divina Suson

70
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UP Cebu masscom graduate
captured, tagged as red

RS AM March 05, 200 5.

~HEEEGAL-POSSESSION OF FIREARMS Soldies'éscoit Myles ibasina mass eonitutiieation graduate™=
ofthe U'ﬁi'versity. of the Phiﬁ'pp'i'ne's—(feb'u, and her companidn's to the proseéutor’s office in Dﬁmaguete City
to be charged with illegal possession of firearms. -—FLORENCE BAESA/CEBU DAILY NEWS

BACOQLOD CITY — Charges of illegal possession of firearms and explosives were filed against six alleged

communist rebels who were captured in Mabinay town, Negros Oriental on Saturday.

The six were brought to the Hall of Tustice in the capital city of Dumaguete in Negros Oriental on Sunday to

undergo inguest proceedings on the complaint filed against them by the military.

The military claimed that four M-16 assault rifles, with M-203 grenade launcher and two M-4 assault rifies

were seized from them when they were captured.
~

They were later detained at the Negros Oriental Provincial Detention and Rehabilitation Center after they

refused the inguest proceedings and opted to undergo preliminary investigation.
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Meeting with farmers

In a radio interview, Myles Albasin, one of the arrested suspects, admitted she and her companions vere in a

remote community in the village of Luyvang, Mabinay town, Negros Oriental to discuss poverty with farmers

there.

She dcmed thai the firearms seized by soldiers bclong,ed m 1hem She qald the guns belonged 1o 11}6:

orgamzauon ‘She éechned to efaborate.

Albasin. 21, and a native of Cagavan de Oro City. was a graduate of mass communications at the University

of the Philippines-Cebu College.

Arrssted with her were Carlo Yhafiez, 18, Mandaue City, Cebu; Ajomar Indico, 29 and Randel Hermino, 19, -

of Himamaylan City in Negros Occidental; Joel Bayiosis, 18, of Mabinay and Bernard Guillen, 18, of
Kabankalan City, Negros Occidental.

Chance encounter

Lt. Col. Darrel Banes, 62nd Infantry Battalion commanding officer. claimed that soldiers captured the

suspects on their way to Mabinay to check on reports of rebel extortion.

Aftera 45—minuie ciash, soidicrs captured the su.spects, inc}uding Albasin.
While studying in Cebu, Albasin was a member of progressive groups atlied with the left.

_ Aﬁex graduatmg Iaqt year, c;he becamc seeretary Ucnelal of the Cebn provmmal chapt ot of Anakbavan o

’ 'accmdmv t6 Joisa Cemstg t’he eroup’s s current chair,

But Cesisia said the group had not heard from her. following a meeting with lumad and Moro groups in

August.

‘Publicity stunt’

The Nagkahiusang Kusog sa Estudyante, a leltist student organization in UP Cebu. said it refused to accept

the military’s “publicity stunt.”

In its Facebook page. the group said Albasin was “steadfast in the struggle of the exploited and oppressed

masses,”

It said the “heightening crisis™ was forcing people, especially the youth, into taking up “an advanced form of

struggle.”

22
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In rejecting peace talks with the rebels. President Duterte earlier vowed to crush the New People’s Army

(NPA) and run after so-called “legal fronts™ of the rebel group.
In Agusan del Norte, the military arrested a couple allegedly behind the recruitment of minors into the NPA.

NPA recruiters

lst Lt Teresua Inrreme Spo;\esperson of the Army’s 4th infanm Division based in Cagayan de Oro Ciy,

said Alacim Apﬁhnama 49 and his wife. Luzviminda. 45 were arrested in the village of Mahavaha} on

Saturday.

Ingente tagged the Apolinaria as members of the NPA’s Guerrilia Front 16. operating in Northern
Mindanao: ~—REPORTS FROM FLORENCE BAESA, JOSE SANTEAQ BUNACHITA, C 4RLA

GOMEZ, ERWIN MASCARINAS AND LEAH AG ONGY """
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