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 Terrorists...

- FromAl -

~

~“Law enforcers should tighten -se-
curity. They should be more visible in
public. More importantly, they should
improve and make intelligence gather-
ing efficient.and truly reliable,” he said.

The .Catholic -priest echoed Pabillo’s

. gtatement that the people should always

- Jest.we become, victimg.of possible terror

be wary of their surroundings. - :
“The public, too, should be vigilant

acts,” Secillano said.

" alleged leader of the Islamic State-linked
iy Mapitgiterrongroup in Manilai

+On? Sahirday; authorities arrested -an. wbeeniightened theres v

B STV Y B

Spouses Abdul Nasser and Raisalar -
Lomondot, both from Lanao de! Sur,

‘were :arrested :along -CM Recto, Diviso-

tia. Policé cbnfiscated a grenade and & -
handgun fromthem. S
The PNP, meanwhile, said it is check-
ing on reports that ISIS members have
entered the country by posing as fisher-
men. i - - ’
But PNP spokesman Chief Supt. John
Bulalacao said reports of the ISIS pres-
ence in Mindanao should not alarm the

public “because security measures have -
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The Nallsnal Newspaper - -

~head, dependmg on the rankfi . _ y :
I _cﬁbable 10 the victim,” satd Sison. 15 o deadly - strength at 3,700 s of end 2017,
tass otganizations, seif- defenss: ‘The military has said nearly 700 -and ﬁ:agn side'to these fake'surrén:  *Sought for ateaction, AFP Fast-
sits i the iocal organs 'of po-  NPA rebels surrendered list year  dess. As i Oplan Toi:hang, sois’it  ern Mindanao Command chief Lt.

tical power;Sison said addmg”“‘"iz’z Eastetrr Mindanao alone. They in Oplan Kapayapaan,” said Sison. Gen. Benjamin Madrigal ridiculed’
he people are pmmmed

- scx:tmg_._zo ks rendets

ros, and had dmn" g W’lth_. S (s

; . fendered.to the militaty from . He said Siso
i erers ‘ January 1" to March 4, mostly in Pinhppmcs for decades, an. shouid
zrves as the basis for the military  renderers ‘are selected to have a  the Davao region, The military  ask people from Mindanao what1s
> fulfilt their quota of killing revo-  junket in Manila and have anaudi-  said it is expecting more'rebéls to  happening.
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actvityin’ th Philippines: :
“Dar has: the {:apabmty, regblitees,

aid connections to carry oist visleit -

| activities; sa;dAPPspokesmm Btig-
- Gens Bicnvemdo Datie g an
bush interview i Camp-Aguinalde’
It may be possible but we are

cerned,’ 418 Datin

| terrotist activites, plans are ¢on.
W}ule acknowledgmg thar Daz

S TERRORIST > PigeB6

R

TERRORIST

group has the resoutces, Datum
said government security agencies
can addzess any threat.

Datuin declined to elaborate 48
to the areas that may be targeted
by the terrotists but gave the assuz-
ance those areds “‘are under close
watch fromi g tight now’ .«

Datuin also said the- mlhta.rv has
information that the terrotists are

“stﬂ} organizing, recrmtmg and
retraining and we cannot discount
the possibility of a plan, sanother
attackand that iswhat we are trymg
o preempt.”

Maj: Ronald Suscano, spoicesman
of the Army’s 1st Infantry Division,
on:Monday said Dar assumed a3

I8 Southeast Asia emit, replacing

Tstitton Hapilon, a senior Abu Sayyaf

* eadér.who died during the five-

month siege of Marawi City last year.

Suscano yesterday said the in-
formation on Dat being IS leader
for Southeast Asia is still sub}ecz
to vetification.

“T-was not.awate that it was'not
yetconfirmed. .. Thete are reports
that heis the acknowledged leadet
but we have no information if
he ds: ofﬁcmily the successor {of
Hapilon),” hesaid.

Dar was amiong those.who took .
part in ‘the May to October 2017

Matawi siege but was able to get
out; slipping throngh the supposedly
tight military cordon. Reports said
he and his men were able to catt
away about P500 millionin cash they

Jooted from vatious establishments.
+“Fyer since, we are monitoting

him::He’s the one who got most

«of the resources in Marawi and he
" iy a possible recruiter: He is using
the reséurces to recruit possible

mcmbezs agam ” said Datum
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urbanareas. v
"It may be poésible, bu
] have said, we are closely ¢
monitoring all the Trietropoli
urban afeas to‘make sure that
not be ablé to inake thir we
urbar areas) insdfar [as}th
tic activities and plans are concerned

THE military is keeping a tight watch

on: about six urban areas where extrem-
ist groups may be planning terrorist

activities, a spokesman for the Armed .

Forces of the Philippines (AFP} said
on Tuesday.

"There are different areas that were
found [to be possible target areas).
Four, six, but these are al} metropolis
and whban areas. So all urban areas are

urider close watch from ‘g right now.
Maybe, it i$ not just four areas,” Brig.
Gen. Bienvenido Datuin. Jr. told re-
porters in a chance interview at Camp

* Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

Datuin said that considering the vast

atea of Mindanao and the resources

terror organizations in the country
have, it “may be possible” for the
terrorisis to stage attacks in certain

Datuin said.
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This was the chalienge given by Presidential Peace Adviser Jesus G. Dureza to the men

-—and.women.of.the.3rd.Infantry.‘Regardiess.of WWhat” Battalion, 7th.infantry. Division,.in.his... -
remarks during the o9mmemoratron of the umt S 45th Foundsng Arzmversary held at thelr

headquarters here.

In referring to rebeis who have expressed their desire to lay down their arms and live
peaceful, productive lives, Sec. Dureza advised members of the 3rd ID to give the rebelsa

- chance to reform themselves.

TS Tra bl Eeta ST SRty Sattor I Rt B rgaga The nipantsr e
in armed battles, but “to accept them” and help them make the transition to mainstream
society.

Sec. Dureza said he had adopted this mindset after being instructed by President Rodrigo
Duterte to “talk across the tables” in order to find a long-lasting solution to the armed conflict

in the country.

As the national government's top peace negotiator, he has told the leadership of the
National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP}, “You are only a small table. The bigger

tabie is the general public.”

The Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process has established various "peace
tables” which aim to provide a venue for stakeholders 1o discuss pressing peace-related
issues and come up with recommendations on how to best address them.

According to the presidential peace adviser, there is a need to use a "community-based
approach” in dealing with the insurgency problem in the country.
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Durmg a recem VISEt he made sn Brgy Gupltan Kepalong, Davao del Norte to. maugurate'e
‘Payapa at Masagenang Pamayanan (PAMANA) bridge: project, he:was informed: by tribal
“leaders that the event almost dsd not push through aﬂer they recefved threats from . f--rebel

: group operatmg there __ RN Tt R ;-_ oo

o -But what he feund most touchmg was thelr assurance that ne harm w;ll come to' hlm as Shiics .
' members ef the Lumad eommun:ty had secured the area themselves = S

"‘Don’f worry, .e_Wfﬂ protect you g one of the elders told hsm as he' omted to v:llage felk whe*':}}g;

“Nere armecl wvtl*z'-' natlve We&DOHS” |

'From hts con ersatlons thh the v:llage felk he ceuld eense thelr streng deswe te masntem &
peace and order and sustain the gams of economrc growth in theccommunity, . owze e s

___Sec Dureza'belleves in the power__ of d:plem_acy in reeolvm_g__srtuat;ons of confl;ct e

"He said ’zha’{ through dapiomacy, he has'been able to effecl;vely Carl’y out talks with the B
leaders of various rebels groups ln the country.

“‘Use dfplomacy, ”Sec. Dureza told the members of the 3rd ID, as he urged them to continue
being agents of peace and development in the communities they serve. OPAPP/MCAG
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" The group is part of the 683 former New People’s Army (NPA) rebels from different parts of
Eastern Mindanao that were presented {o the President on December 21, 2017, at Panacan,
Davao City.

The tour aims to give the FRs a better perspective in life, particularly in peace-building and
nationalism. It is part of the government’s cont;numg actrvrty of remtegratmg the former

~rgbelsinthe-mainstream society;

Like the prev;ous two tours the former rebeis WIIE dine thh Pressdent Rodngo Duter’fe in

Malacafiang tonight.

_Part of their tour was a historical and heritage trip to Luneta and intamuros vesterdayand ... .|

today, they will be given a warm Welcome Ceremony at Camp Gen Emilio Aguinaldo, to be
-hosted by General Rey Leonardo Guerrero, AFP Chief of Staff, then afterwards a tour and. .

" dinnerat Malacanan and a visit toa mall.

Prior to their dinner with the President, they wiil also get a chance to interact with other
former NPA members who now work as advocates of peace and development. AES /

MCAG
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