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The Natignal ewspepef

Army favm's peace talks 1f tebels declare ceaseﬁm

BY VICTOR REYES

’I‘HE Phiilppme Army yester-

‘day 'said it is favorsble to the re-

sumption of peace ‘negotiations
with the Communist Party of the
Philippines/New People’s Army
if the insurgents would deciate 2
ceasefire.

- Army spokesman Lt. Col Louie
“Villanueva noted that Army sol-
diers are in the forefront in the
fight against the insurgents. Mili-

"sa.ld heis open {o restrning peace

talks with the communists if they
would declare 2 ceasefize. He said

“he discussed with Ncrweglan of-

ficials the possibility of continu-

Jing the talks.

Norway is brokering the peace
talks bgtween the government
and the communisi-led National
Democratic Front.

Duterte terminated the peace
talks with the commaunists in No-
vember due to a series of rebel

fary estimates’ placed the NPA*

_:strength at 3,700 as of end 2017.
On Tuesday, Premdcnt ‘Dutesté

TrRTEACKE agﬁli‘lst"*‘govammcnt and

cmllan targets.

Clared the CPPwNPA 45 a tefror-

ist orgamza‘non Last month, the
justice department asked a Manila
court to legally declate the group

a5 tetrorist in Hne with the Hu-

man Security Act.
“The Army’s interest is to have
a scttiement of this issue,” Vil-

" lanweva said, “Tf this (peace talks)

push fhrough isa good deve§0p~
ment.”

Villanueva, however said the
sincerity of the communists to

stalkwithithe.government has £0...

be’ ensured before talks resune.

D'uter_tc -.---de'-""' eeve givensthemechances i«

the past but they undermmccl the

(peace) process. We supportec

thé peace process but they un
desmined the process,” said Vil
lanueva,

AFP spokestman ‘Brig. Gen. Bi-
eavenido Datuin said: “The AFP
is fot peace and development and
will always follow the policy di-
tection . of the President and po-
litical leaders

“The CPP-NPA-NDF should
réciprocate with_ sincerity in their
nce they declare cease-

“fire and go back to the negotlaw

ontable”Datuin added. .,
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SPIT: . ‘MILITARY UNIFORM " House Majority-Leader

Manny Pacquiac, Sen.Loren Legarda and Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez show theirmilitary
.uniforms afterthe Commission-on Appointments approved their promotien to colonel inthe
‘reserve force of the Armed Forces of the Philippines on Wednesday. —JosEPH VIDAL/PRIB’
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_ter_the Commission on Ap-

chair of the CA national de-
fense committee, sounded
miffed at the late start of the
confirmation hearing.

pointments (CA) approved

their promotion fo coionel in
the reserve force of the Armed

Forces of the Philippines.
Along with Alvarez (Philip-

pirne Navy-Marines), Pacquiao

{Ariny) and Legarda (Air Force),

also promoted were House Ma--

jority Leader Roflolfo Farifas

- (Judge -Advocate General Ser-

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLICAFFAIRS - Email addoacp;\,?rmymn@gma;]com el no. (02)845

"vice) and Housé Deputy Speak-

er and Cebu Rep. Gwendolyn
Garcla {Army).

The others were Cavite
Rep. Roy Loyola, Maguindanac
Rep, Sandra Sema and Pangasi-
nan Rep. Marlyn Agabas, all of
the Army reserve.

The CA also confirmed
the interim appointment of
Maj. Gen. Rene Glen Paje,
chief of staff for civit-military
gperations.

Miffed at late start
The CA hearing was 15 min-
utes late as reporters and cam-
eramen took pictures of the
srusual sight of lawmakers in
military attire.
Sen. Gregoric Honasan 1,

time, that would be embarrass-

g t5 the enemiy. And you are”

wearing the uniform,” said
Honasan, a retired Army
coionel who led several coup
attempts against the late Presi-

dent Corazon Aquino. .

Suappy salute

ke jawmakers saluted ds v

the npational anthem Wwas
played at the start of the
hearing.

After their confirmatiorn,
they all posed for pictures
around Senate  President
Aguiline Dimentel III, execut-
ing President Duterte's signa-
ture cienched fist satute.

Hernasan said the commit-
tee was seeing an "unprece-
dented number of nominees”
for the AFP reserve force from
the ranks of lawmakers.

He joked that Legarda’s
staff refused to disclose her
“iital statistics” when the cori-
mitree conducted a hack-
ground chieck on the senator.

Sen, Panfilp Lacson, &

~eSuppose the-enemy-is-on - DOMIALESs. ...

member of Henasan's com-
mittee said he wanted to ask
questions "to test the fitness
and qualification” of the

pager M

“(n second thought, these

-are-all-my-friends and thisisa

lineup of remarkably ‘distin-
guished members of Congress
so 1 will not ask guestions,”
Lacson said, drawing laughter.

Ready to fight terrorists
Alvarez and Pacquian, how-

‘ever, were ppen.fo guestions

from. reporters about what
they could do as reserve offi-
cers.

Can they leave the balls of
Congress to fight terrozisis?
Yes, we can, the two lawmakers
said.

“Anytime! Even now, we're
ready,” sald the Bo-year-old
Speaker.

Pacguiao, a former gight-
division world boxing champi-
o1, said he was even consider-
ing being “active” in the Army
reserve force so that he couid
be an inspiration to Filipino
soldiers.

e said he did not mind
where he would be assigned by
the military, if ever. INQ

il 5205,5295
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and. Edwm Fer andez
@mquirermindanao

JOLO,‘fSUL- “It’s }jke my wxfe
had left me, said Datu Al Anzar
}uikamam, as he handed ‘over
more than 20 assorted firearms
to the military here on Tuesday
Iu]kamam, 35, vﬁlage chairof -
Umangay in Patikul ‘town, ‘was
among dozens ‘of Jocal govern-
ment: ‘officials’ and remdents who

leaving me. For us Tausug,
one is complete without a fire-
arm; having & gun is like having a
i __~w1fe " he told the Inquirer.
Jutkarnain said he had to
think hard before surrendenng
: ms ﬁreanns -----

“What he feared the most, he o

said, was his enemies might take
advantage of him unarmed,

Clan wars
“Ride” or clan wars erupt in

different provinces in the Au-"

tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM), mcIudmg
Sulu.

In May 2017, f:hreé people
were killed when a dan war
broke out in Panamao town. In
August 2015, members of two
warring clans in Siasi town en-
gaged in a firefight, ldlling mghf:
people.

Julkarnain said he was also
worried that village officials
would be “incapacirated to run

against drug pushers ... because
we donot have firearms.”

«ather: town officials. owned "

He, however, chose to trust
government soldiers 1o protect
Iocal officidls.

Like Julkamain, Parang May-

or Madzfar Loong-also surren-
dered 30 firearms that he and

"in the hands of civilians, wotild

reduce, if not stop, the wolence

frithe province. . :
Talipao Mayor qukadmzar
Tilawie and other town officnals

_ turhed in 6o firearms..

“Tt was chanece for us’ td vol-_

Galvez, cxtmg'zmhtary es
mates saud Sulu had abo
28,000 loose fireams G

Sobe;ana salci the ‘official
cooperamon was a. major step.
achxewng peace in the provinc
“This is a. milestone towards a’
gun~free Sulu - "he said: '

. Peace, _development RO
“Théy embrace their riffes as’
their wives, now they are chang-
ing their wives, they are embrac-
‘ing {a] new relationship towards"

topping

better our place,” Loong said.

He believed that the surren-
...der.of firearms, especially those | FOFee »l BeRC M0 DT

‘untarily hand them’ ‘over,” T~
: did

“Ag mayor of Parang, 1 take -1
this move as on€ big sacrifice to

© weté hirned over by unlicensed

ly run after them, -

Brig. Gen, Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Joint Task
Force Suly, said 187 firearms

gun holders in the province on

Tuesday.

Lt Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr,
chief of the Western Mindanac
Command, said the guns Were
surrendered by  officials of

parang,  Talipao,

Indanarn,

Patikul, Jolo and Maimbung
He said this was the off-

shoot of President Duterte's
appeal to local officials to help
gather unticensed firearms and
turs them over t0 authorities.

1A
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~peace and-development-and: har
-mony 1o the people,” Galve

In Magumdanao provinc
residents -of Datu Salibo town’
turned over 10 high-powered

firearms to Mayor Norodm_ff

=-Salasal..: I

Maj. Gen. Amel dela Vega,‘

_ _' commander of the 6th Infantry .
- UDivision and'head of Task Force
~ Cetitral Mindanao, said the Sur-’

render followed last week’s

turnover of 15 high-powered
firearms, through Datu Unsay
Mayor Reshal Ampatuan, '
~ “The increasing number of
foose firearms [that had been
surrendered] is the result of the
intensified campaign of the
fArmed Forces of the Philip-
pines] amid the implementation’
of martial law in Mindanao,” said
Brig. Gen. Diosdade Catreon,
chief of the Army’s 6oist In-
‘fantry Brigade.

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman
said the implemnentation of mar-
tial law added teeth to the cam-
paign against loose firearms.
~WITH A REPORT FROM CHARLIE SERA~
SE INQ
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Secturity forces are going af-
ter acertain Abu Dar, said to be
one ofthe leaders of the Maiste
group behind the five-month
siege-of Marawi City last year.
. National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said
Dar had managed t6 slip past
the military cordon in Marawi,
carrying with him a large
amount of cash purportedly
to finance terrorist activities in
other areas in Mindanao.

The military has identified
Dar as the new regional Islamic

FP hunti

In
egi

w IS

down

Bienvenido Datuin had said

- the military and-other goy-.

_ernment agencies are taking.
~all reports of terrorist threats

geriously. -

According to Esperon, the!
defense department is not|
likely to recommend the ea_g:ly'f
withdrawal of martial law !
;implementation in Mindanao, '
| “We requested for the ex-
tension of martial law for the
rest of the year, so I think
there’s no point in ending
martial law that we

request-

" Asenior militaty official
- gave assurance that Metro

Manila remains free of any
verified threat from local and
foreign militants. :

He said troops are now de-
ploved in key azeas of the me-
tropolis with specific missions
to touch base with Muslim
communities in their respec-
tive areas of assignment.

“On our end, we arecon-

!
ting and ..

i inaseven-page resoluton,
i the DOJ dismissed the charges
of illegal possession of explo-
sive devices and firearms filed
against Fehmi Lassqued and
his Filipina partner Anabel
Sali ada. L . .f:;zj

The DOJ held the Philippine
National Police (PNP) fatled
to prove its.allegation that ex-
plosive devices, including

tinuously coor.

militants who attacked and oc-
cupied Marawi City last year.
Dar succeeded Abu Sayyaf
leader Isnilon Hapilon, who
-was killed during an encounter
with government forces last
October.

"7 Esperongtressed many for:

eignterrorists were monitored
during the Marawi siege.

He also revealed security
forces are closely monitoring
the activities of known terror-
ists and validating reports that
23 militant groups have joined
forces as IS-Philippines.

He said the reports prompt-
ed the deployment of 50 per-
cent of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) troops
in Mindanao.

ed " hesaid

anew that the martial law
imposed by the President in ;
Mindanao “is not the kind of
mattial law we know,” refer-
ring to the military rule during
the regime of the late Btrong-

~man Ferdinand Marcos.
... Remember that Jocal gov-
ernments and execiitives aré

functioning and in their po-
sitions, the military has not
taken over the civilian func-
tions,” he said,

Esperon said the govern-
ment remains serious in going
after the Islamic militants to
thwart any attempt to establish
a caliphate in the country. |

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.

Esperon. assured the piib-|

" ..For now, the official added
the security situation in entire”

ngtokeep

Manila,; especially ‘with their

religious and business lead- -

ers,” the security official said.
This coordination is aimed

at countering and preventing ! © ~“Basicand well-established —

extrermnismy and viclerics within
the ranks of Muslim communi-

Metro Manila remains stable.
despite the possible presence
of Islamic militants.

In a related development,
the Department of Justice
(DOJ} has junked the criminal
charges against the arrested
Egvptian tagged by authorities
as IS “commander.”

'+

p ouchwith - TOUrpipes, two battéries, three
Muslimic ittesdryMetrg: st et tOL S, 1
Muslim communities inMefro. s

.. ing has the burden of substan-... ..

capacitors, two integrated.cir
a ry clips.and
resistors as well as a .45-cali-
ber pistol and ammunition;
i were seized from the couple

during their arrest. :

is the rule that the party alleg-

declaration or assertion fiot
50 substantiated is, at best, a
self-serving statement or dec-
laration which is inadmissible
in evidence for being hearsay,”
the DOJ said.

The DOJ instead bought the
defense of respondents, saying
the PNP submitted false infor-
mation in its complaint. - With
Jaime Laude, Edu Punay
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- “Thé objective is to prevcntwo-
lenit extremism in NCR ‘(Natiortal

leaders ‘and bisinessmen

Capital Region),” the source said.
On Saturday, security forces ar-

rested Maute sub-leader Abdul
Nasser Lomondot ity Manila, He

< took-part du-the five-month* Ma-
_ rawi City siege ‘but:managed.to+
slip out of the militaty cordon in

. the city, :

The Marawi conflict, which

mvoived in"the’ 'Elo_odjr §

Marawi, .

they have not teceived any infor-
mation about an imminent attack

-in-Metro- Manila but said the miti- -

tary establishment is reading to

respond to any terrosist activity,

ity. What’s important js ready to
render immediate response,” the

souree said.
0

K

o Metro :Mgnﬂa':i's':ﬁsmbié' butour R
troops are'ready fotaniy eventual-
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Pacqmao, 6 chers promoted to colonel

THE Commission on Appoint-

ments yesterday confirmed  the !

promotion of seven lawmaker-
reservists to the next higher rank.
Promoted to the rank of full
colonel were Sens. Loreh  Le-

' garda

Speaker Pantaleon Alvatez, Dep-

“uty Speaker Gwendolyn Garcia,

House Majority Leader Rodolfo
Farifias, Cavite Rep. Roy Loyola,
and Maguindanao Rep. Bat San-

3nd Manny - Pacqmao'

dra Sema

" The CA also confirmed thf: ap—

pointments of two other military
officials -~ Major Gen. Rene Glen

Taje and Col. Marlyn'- Agabas,

who is also 2 resetvist. — JP Lopeg
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- From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 7): Joint Task Force steps up routine seaborne. -

~informationthat it contained-was just-subject-forvalidation,-
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Joint Task Force steps up routine seaborne patrols in
NegOr

patrols in NegOr

The Joint Task Force (JTF) Leon Kilat of Negros Oriental is stepping up its maritime
and coastal patrols via the Philippine Navy and the Philippine Coast Guard fo seal off
the province from possibie terror attacks. :

JTF Leon Kilat executive director Bimbo Miraflor disclosed that this is in line with
their ongoing efforts to ensure that the province and ifs people are safe and secure
amid the terror threats in nearby Mindanao.

Miraflor alsc allayed public concern regarding reports of alleged I1SIS presence in
nearby Mindanao, following a memorandum from a Philippine National Police {(PNP)
Regional Office in Mindanao regarding the validation of alleged “ISIS bombers and
expert bomb makers” following the receipt of a text message.

According to Mirafior, upon verification, the said memo appeared authentic but the

The memo has been circulating on social media, prompﬁng the"i‘ask Fdfce execmive

director to once more appeal to the public fo not spread it around to prevent undue
pubiic panic.

_Palice are still verifying possxbie links to the 1SIS following the arrests of suspected forezgn

= terrorists that authorities say have been’ neutralized, Miraflor disclosed:

His sources in the military and the police have assured him that at present, there are no
reports of terror threats in Negros Oriental.

Nevertheless, “a strong security presence must be maintained at all times with heightened

nroactive security deterrence along (the) Sulu Sea and amang ali points of entry from
Mindanao to prevent unwarranted entry” of persons of interest and watercrafts, Mirafior

further quoted his sources.
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- from the direction of the government forces. The firefight followed that lasted for
aimost 45 minutes.
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Army soldier hurt in clash with NPA
From the Philippine News Agency (Mar 7). Army soldier hurt in clash with NPA

A soldier of the Army's 102nd Division Recon Company (DRC) was wounded in an
encounter with more or less 5¢ members of the communist New People's Army (NPA)
at the vicinity of Sitio Gurem, Barangay Sibulan, Sta Cruz, Davao del Sur on Monday.

But after the encounter, the troops were also able o recover an improvised explosive device

(IED) with a detonating cord, one backpack and subversive documents with high intelligence
value.

Capt. Jerry Lamosao, spokesperson for 10th Infantry Division, said the encounter
transpired around 12:12 p.m between the 102nd DRC and the NPA,

Lamosao said the troops responded to information from a concerned citizen that a
group of NPA members were consolidating at Sitic Gurem and were planning to
conduct atrocities for their upcoming anniversary on March 29.

"With the on-going focus military operation, the troops were alerted for the combat
operation,” he said.

Lamosao said the troops sighted the presence of the armed NPA some 200 meters

Lamosao said the troops launched a pursuit operation

According to Lamosao, the 101D will relentiessly pursue the remaining-CPP-NPA-members-

to protect the people and secure the communities.
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Duterte promises government assistance to rebel returnees
From the Phihpp:ne News Agency (Mar 7): Duterte promises govemment assistance fo
rebel returnees™ R

President Rodrigo R. Duterte on Tuesday, March 6, hosted a dinner at Malacanan Palace
for former members of the New People’s Army (NPA).

~ Speaking before the rebel retumees, Duterte said the rebel group has been fighting the

government for the past 50 years and has brought nothing except misery to the lives of the
peaople.

The demand for a coalition government by the communists is not acceptable, the President
said, noting that in order fo assume power, one must win the elections.

The Chief Executive promised the former rebels financial assistance. education,
training, and as well as integration to the Armed Forces.

He also pledged to bring female rebel returnees to Hong Kong for them to see the
achievements of capitalist societies, contrary fo the promises of the NPA.

As the government starts massive infrastructure development, the President
explained that it means more skilled workers are needed.

... He then advised them to acquire training and new skills to be able to join the workforce. For
~instance, Duterte sa;d three compames in Davao City are m need of sktl!ed Workers for their :

" operations.

He also underscored that education of their children would allow them to have better lives.

One hundred eightynseven rebel retumees compcsed the thtrd batch to v:ch Matacanan

Dol

hitp:/iwww.pna.gov.ph/articles/1027685
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DEVELOPMENT AND MODERNIZATION | Team NavForWem visits
Marine Troops in Tawi-tawi

fosiar e Alvin Septlage o o T Dne o0 i

NFWM, Zamboanga City (DWDD) - Fleet-Marine Team visited the froops of Znd Marine Brigade
stationed in Marine Barracks Domingo Deluana, Tawi-Tawi last Feb 28 — Mar 1, 2018.

The Commander, Naval Forces Western Mindanao Rear Adm. Rene V Medina AFP together with the

- Deputy-Commanderfor-Marine Operations, Col-Hernanie & Songano-PN-(MGSC) and other NFWM -

Officials were received by the Commander of 2nd Marine Brigade (2MBde), Brig. Gen. Custodio J Parcon
Jr AFP who is also the Commander of Joint Task Force Tawi-tawi and Join Task Force INDOMALPHI.

Part of the visit is the ceremonial blessing of Two Marine Transport Vehicles (Nissan Urvan Vans) and the
newly constructed Marine Barracks. “Times have changed, dati nung Ensigns pa kami hindi gaano ka-
crowded at developed ang Tawi-tawi pero ngayun pahirapan na ang flights. Perc this is a good sign dahil

“jf'sa sign of progress,” as said by Rear Adm. Medina citing the developments in the province overthe .. 00

decadés.

The activity was also attended by Bongao Mayor, Hon. Jimuel S Que and it was foliowed by an inaugural
FunShoot of the Firing Range in the area with 7 firing bays and € stages. These activities are pant of the
moderrization and development of the AFP . The Team NavForWeM also visited the Officers and
Personnel assighed at Naval Station Juan Magluyan in Tawi-tawi and later conducted Camp inspection
and Facilities assessment,
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later In the afternoon, a friendly basketball game was held at HZMBde in which Team NavForWem was
pitted against the Marine Warriors of H2MBde, MBLTS, and MBLTS.

On March 1, a Wreath Laying Ceremony was held at Marine Memorial in Brgy. Simandaguit, Bongao,
Tawi-Tawi in henour of the gallant Marine troops who sacrificed their lives for the peace and security of
ihe Province of Tawi-tawi,

The Fleet-Marine Team aboard the Western Mindanao region and the AFP as a whole, assured the
people of Tawi-Tawi that it will continue its fight to finally end the security threats and terrorism in the
country for a peaceful and developad Mindanaoc. 2MBde / MCAG
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Hostage killed as soldiers clash with kidnappers in Zambo del
Norte R

By: Julie Alipals- Gripguirerdotuet

inguirer Mindauge / 10:01 PM March 07, 2018

- ZAMBOANGA CITY A kidnap victim was killed when soldiers under the 42nd infantry -
Battalion clashed with the armed group holding him and four other hostages in Zamboanga
del Norte on Wednesday.

Senior Supt. Raul Tacaca, chief of the Zamboanga del Norte Police Provincial Office, said 37-
year old Mario Rosales, also known as Mario Ungok, died in the clash that took place in

Barangay Panabutan in Sirawai fown.

Rosales’s body was recovered in the aftermath of the clash and was positively identified by his

employer, according to Tacaca.

The fate of the four other victims — Jojo Mantangan, 33; Roger Jongan, 37; Reymon
Furesima, 14; and Jemar Maglangit, 29 - remained unclear.

The five hostages, all residents of Barangay San Vicente, also in Sirawali, were initially

~reported as missing when they failed to come hormie on March 3 from conducting chainsaw
On Monday, it was confirmed they were being held by a group headed by Jamilon Wahab and
-.Bating. Lumaguis when the armed men phoned an associate of the victims and demanded

_ P10 mifiion. -

The demand was eventually reduced to P15,000 for each of the five kidnap victims.
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2 MILF members, 2 others arrested in drug buy-bust in Manila

By: Julius N. Leonen- @inguirerdotnet

INQUIRER . net/ 06:57 PM March 07, 2018

Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) operatives have arrested four suspected drug

personalities, two of whom were self-confessed Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)

members, in a Manila buy-bust operation that yielded 2.5 million worth of shabu.

in a press conference on Wednesday, PDEA Director General Aaron Aquino identified the
self-confessed MILF members as Omex Omar Tuwan and Bong Masual Mondato, and two
other suspects as Aladin Kulapo Ali and Kaharudin Kulapo Ali.

Aguino said the suspects were arrested after agents from the PDEA Special Enforcement
Service (SES) and PDEA Regional Office VI conducted a buy-bust operation on March 6 in
Ermita, Manila.

During the raid, PDEA agents seized ten large heat-sealed transparent plastic sachets

containing white crystalline substance suspected to be shabu with an estimated value of P2.5

million. ' '

Also confiscated were two mobile phones, several financial documents and the marked

money.

“Our assessment is that shabu came from Mindanao, either in Cotabato, Maguihdénao, or
- somewhere inLanao, and dinadala nila dito sa Manila. Nagkakarooh na kasi hg-kakulangan -
ng shabu dito sa Metro Manila,” Aguino told reporters.

“That's the reason why the supply of drugs is now coming from Mindanao, and itong dalawang
MILF na ito are the ones delivering these illegal drugs to Manila. From there, Kaharudin
Kulapo Ali s the one who receives these illegal drugs for distribution,” the PDEA chief said.

Moreover, Aquino disclosed that a politician from Mindanao, whom he did not name, was
supporting the transportation of drugs carried out by the self-confessed MILF members.

“These alleged MILF members are working for a politician in Mindanao, at ang politician na
iyon ay ang hagsu-support dito. I'm sorry | cannot divulge the name of the politician,” Aquino

said. fje
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