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when asked if Cayetano com-
municated with UN officials
regarding the recent insults
made by Duterte.

‘In his statement, the DFA
chief said the comments of
- Zeid have brought great dis’
- honor to the Human Rights
+ Council, as there is supposedly
. no reason for such “unmea-
- sured outburst” directed at
- Duterte. .- :

. Zeid on Friday said Duterte

may need “to submit himselfto
- some sort of psychiatricevalu-
. ation” after his government in-
- cluded UN special rapporteur

on-the rights of indigenous

- peoples Victoria Tauli-Corpuz
- —-a Filipino national — in the
list of alleged ‘communiststhat
it wants declared as terrorists,

‘h From Page'f

" The DFA did not réspond
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against Callamard, a critic of
his administration’s war
against illegal drugs.

“This is absolutely disgrace-
ful that the president of a coun-
try could speak in this way,

using the foulest of language. .
against & rapporteur that is -

highly respected,” Zeid was
quoted as saying. Cayetano
accused Zeid of overstepping
hismandate when he made the
comments:; s
~“The Philippines is per-
turbed over the manner in
which a ranking UN human
rights official can overstep his
mandate and insult leaders of
member-states without first
giving them:due process,” he
said. : A
“This could set a danger-

ous precedent that the council.

He alsd criticized Duterte -

h o

e..0f.profan;

would have te immediately
-address asotherwisemembers

Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

states cowdd also fall victim
to those who seek to politi-
cize and weaponize human

~tights to undermine legitinvase
governments,” -the DFA chief

added.

Destabilization

Cayetano also warned Zeid
against letting groups use him
for their efforts to destabilize
the Duterte administration,

“The High Commissioner
may not be aware of it, but
he 15 being used in a well-or-
chestrated effort to destabilize
a legitimate government that
is being undertaken by par-
ties with self-serving agendas
and who stand to benefit the
most by unseating President
Duterte,” he said.

Cayetano did not provide
details regarding the sup-
posed destabilization, a claim
often used by Duterte’s allies

to-counter-criticisme: Ag AT
some of the policies of the ad-

mifiistration, "
The secretary earlier caljed

on the UN Human Rights
Council not to allow the issue

of human rights to be politi-

cized or weaponized.

He maintained that the
view of the international com-
munity would change if they
witness firsthand the situation
in the Philippines rather than

listening to the reports of crit-

ics of Duterte,

His administration hasbeen . .-

claiming it's open to an investi-
gation ~ but not by one led by
Callamard. .

Moreover, he had directed
security forces not to answer
questions from any rapporteur
investigating his administra~
tion's human rights record.

In Ileilo, presidential
spokesman Harry Roque also
lambasted Zeid, saying the
fatter’s remarks about Duterte
was uncalled for and an affront

to Philippine sovereignty.

""He"even called Zeid's at-
tention to the fact that.unlike:
“the Philippines where leaders

are elected, Jordan's leaders
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. ‘are determined by succession::

“Zeid isa Jordanian pringe.

. “I.will reiterate, however,

- that such language directed

~against ademocratically-elect-
ed head of a UN member-
country is uncalled for and

. is, of course, an affront on the

 the Philippines,” he said.

.. "Your language is not just
- an insult to the Philippines
~and the Filipino people. It is

- aninsult to all countries who
-+ have democratically elected

 their heads of states,” Rogue

S said, addressing Zeid,

“Now;, this classification of

* . rapporteur Corpuz has-also

- resorted into very harsh lan-
guage coming from the Prince
of Jordan, who is also the
high commissioner on human

rights,” Roque said in a brief.

' sovereignty of the Republic of

opted to.restrain myself; ‘opt-

-ing nottorespond in the same
-admonishment used by the
UN High:Commissioner,”
ithe -presidential spokesman

added. .

Roque said he wanted to
believe that Zeid may have
misread President Duterte’s
actuations. )

“I will, however, state that
perhaps the UN High Com-
missioner’s language is be-
cause of the fact that they do
not have democracy in the
state of Jordan. Jordan’s leader
is not elected unlike our Presi-
dent and so my message to
the High Commissioner is; We
respect our President in this
couniry because we gave him
a democratic mandate to lead,”
Roque maintained.

“And I would hope.that

Ui Tlodo.
A reiterate that.the lans.

guage used by the high com-
© missioner is uncalled for. | am
-y very tempted to respond in
- similar language but 1 have

‘although you do not have the e
SBATN RO @ITLOCTA oGy SO 50 el bt i e s

your home country of Jordan,
you will respect the kind of
democracy that we have in the

‘Philippines,” he added.
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" to prevent and counter violent

2 'followmg the death of Abu bayyaf
leader. Isnilon Hapﬂon onct. 16

" of'the Mauts Group terrorists:
' Militants from the Maute group
‘were routed from Marawi last

© Qctober after a fivemonthbattle

* sparked by its bid to establish an’

IS caliphate in the largely Catholic
~ ¢ountry’s southern Mindanao region,

The military, however, warned

** Tast week that remaining meimbers

- of the group have recruited about

* 200 gunmen to mount another
“ ghtempt.

The Dawlatul Isia.mlyah or

: Dawlah Islamiya as designated by

smaller Faction also based in

to preventing 1sIS from gaining (a)

.'Ernestc Abelia has euh

" extremism (PCVE) in Mindanao is

:'::"?-"-retake Marévéx“&tyfr'omthehands =

w-the Department: of Defense, is.a.

-wﬁ ob;ectnfe,” Forelgn Undersecretafy
" saldy

making headway as 570 assorted
firearms were seized tius year

“Notable of thege is'the.gains.
' from seven municipalities in Sul
that surrendered ‘187 loose
‘firearms on 6 March 2018, and
other places in ZamBaSﬁlﬁaﬁ:

(Zamboanga, Basilan, Sultan
Kudarat) area which is a
manifestation of local government
urits’ cooperation in PCVE efforts
of the national government,” AFP
public affairs office chief Lt. Col.
Emmanuel Garcia said in a
statement.

Also, the Western Mindanao
Command (WMC) reported that the
raunicipal and barangay officials

“fromTalipao;-Parang;-Omary -
_Indanan, Malmbung, Jolo, and

powered ﬁrearms, consisting of 41
M-16 rifles, three AR-15 rifles, 12
M-1 Garand rifies, two- M-79
grenade: iaunchers, one. BAR and
ne M-14 rifle.

year,?192 sorted:firearms were

_ surrenderedin Za,.mboanga City, 62

i Sulu, 30inZamboanga Peninsula

"'and Lanao Provinces, and 14 in

Central Mindanao.

The AFF's ongoing campaign o
recover loose firearms aims to
prevent clan wars, disarm private
armed groups, and deny local
terror groups access to weapons.

The AFP also concluded on
March 3 the cascading of PCVE
prograins to the Unified Commands
inMindanaaoe

firearms, with 60 hxgh and Iow-"

recrmtment ? Garcia sald
Throvgh this program, Garcia
sa1d the AFP is also enhancing the
Joint AFP-PNP Civil Relations
Committee. Projects sueh as the

_ _ National Youth Leadership Summit
* Prom January 1'to: March:3 thzs g
-Leaders’ Summit have also been

and National Indigenous Peoples’

condicted early this year to make
the youth and the indigenous
peoples (IP) resilient from violent
extremism.
~ Meanwhile, the military has
neutralized 51 Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) terrorists in Western
Mindanac-in the first 65 days of 2018,
Reports from the WMC showed
thal seven ferrorists were killed,
eight were apprehended, and 36
have surrendered from January 1

“The PCVE program g;ves'

: Pakikn tiirned’ is
“We are pmfoundly comrmt’aed | Sulutariied over itie

14 rifles, three .30 caliber

. .Browning, Automatw Rifles (BAR),
'_ : _nme M-79 grenade. iaunchers? 64
. M-16rifles, thrée AR-I5 rifles, 93 . -
M-1'‘Garand-tifles, four- M-203:
grenade Ia,unchers, and two 45 cai )

- Talipao Mayor Nebukadnezar
ety au.\uimcﬂan i medt

“emphasist

recruit: new: members. This

“-progran is-in: celiaboratmn with
- local government units, religious
schalars and promment clans to.
appropnately address 1ssues bemg :

il uv Vit < g T

—to-March-6:this year:

SonrgtakenGlder™
_engagements and interagency
coordination to deny violent
extremists of the: opportunity fo -

The AFP also receve'réd 49

“Hredrms from ASG members; 167

of which were recovered in combat
operations.

*The AFP through WMC will
continue the pressure and sustain

the- strategic- alliance with--—

stakeholders in eradicating the

. ASG menace and terror threatsin
; Westem Mindanao and namommde P

@:-.,’

*_:’ e
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ed 23 years 'a:gdz.aftéf.losing its

f. si?é’éz;‘sqnic"cap'abilities, the Philippine

- AirForce (PAF) has revived its air defense
| training exercises in_highlighting the ca-
. pabilities of its newly-acquired FA50PH
. fighterjets from South Korea.

. _The PAF also deplayed its 5211 trainer

~ jéts in the three-day. air defense training
dubbed as “Sanay Sibat” held over Central
Luzon from Feb. 26 to 28 with Clark Air
Base in Pampanga as the staging area of
the air exercise aimed at gauging fighter
pilots" air combat readiness. .

equipped with modern radar, avionics
and ‘weapon systems,” Maj. Aristides
%‘ﬁ-"said '

Galan ;
With the PAF now regaining its super-

senic-capabilities; this type of training
- .exercises has been programmed to be held
¢ three-day exercise, PAF
ghter pilots honed their skiils in dealing
- with five air combat scenarios to include
© suppression of enemy air defense, tactical
air intercept and combat air patral,
This year’s training was organized

 into two opposing forces with 580t A

craft Cantrol and Warning Wing and the
- Philippine Air Defense Control Center as
- controlling agencies,
Playing the blue force or the defenders
- are the FABOPHg ! - .
fighting eagles
. from the 7th Tacti-
- cal Fighter Squad-
- ron Bulldogs, while
- 8211efrom the
105th Fighter Train-
ing Squadron acted
o as the réd foree, or
the aggressors,
Culminating the

three-day. event
.was a tactical dem- :

- onstration flight re Purpose Serving the people. Securing the land.

Kercise, PAF - Detessitates theneed fora camprehensive B

' over Clark Field, with A% Force chief

" Lt. Gen. Galileo Gerard Kintanar flying

at 40,000 feet aboard one of the FAS0PH
exercige fighter aircraft.

Prior to the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo
and the subsequent closure of Clark Air
Base and Subic Naval Base in Olongapo
City, America’s biggest military facilities
outside of the US mainland in the early
90s, both Filipine and US fighter pilofs
regularly trained together with now
Chinese-occupied Panatag Shoal off the
coast of Zambales as one of thejr bomb-
ing targeis,

Meanwhile, 8en. Sonny Angara is

._.H,M_.p_!_._ishi_ngNt_u:..tr_ansform-_~thi&»ﬁhilippi-ne---Ma~- T

rines from the Navy into an independent

“service branch 6f the Armed Fopess of th 7 F i i

Philippines (AFP), _

In filing Senate Bill 1731, Angara said
the Marines could play a crucial role in
protecting the country’s territorial waters

amid the West Philippine Sea and Philip--
pine Rige disputes,

“The country’s archipelagic makeup

yet rapidly deployable amphibious force

‘primarily mandated to conduct seaborne
and oni-shore tactical operations to protect
the country’s territories, communities and
inhabitants,” Angara said.

Under Angara’s bill, the Marines
would become the fourth seryice branch
of the AFP that is equal and mytually in-
dependent of the Army, Navy and PAF.

Turn to Page 8
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rééildem'_._DUterte warns troops against resurgence
NPA sparrow unit

ia,Jf March'lﬁ,Zm 81 Gﬂmpm e

o Duterte, during his visit in Zamboanga City on Saturday, March 10, awards medals to
itry-in‘action during the five-month seige in Marawj City last year. (Photo by: T. eofilo P.

ITY - Soldiers and policemen have been warned against the resurgence of
the New People's Army (NPA) in their locality.

“The sparrow i .its-ére'th_é_; it men of the NPA in.urban.areas with primary mission- 1ol -
lawmen and government officials. i

__ fter the ierarchy has ordered to intensify its attacks on
rces in the country after the President canceled the peace talks with the NPA.

Id the soldiers and policemen to be watchful of their surroundings, especially at
iting two to three soldiers die daily from sparrow attacks in the entire country.

: ._-Thé-P_r_estdé said some of the troops were killed at home while others while doing marketing

= -Duterte said there are times different person would conduc

iterte | th t the surveillance on probahle
- targets and other individuals would strike.




oot

“He also told the troops to avoid loitering in stores and public places as they are vulnerable
targets.

: :'*¥Thbse.-'ar__e-_’_tﬁéf,thin'gs you have to be very, very careful, especially if you are carrying firearms,”
-he saidiciting “they are after the firearms.”

_ He said Agriculture Sec. Emmanuel Pifiol has proposed the so-called “TienDa ng Bayan® to
- protect the troops from attacks by NPA sparrow unit.

The "-‘-Tién‘D‘é?ﬁg' Bayan" will serve as the market place where troops can purchase food supply
~andotherneedsathome or fortheoffice, .

- The sparrow u
policemen i

it of the NPA has resurfaced which was very active in the 80s killing soldier and
ban centers.

' Meanwhlie President Duterte has awarded medals to 33 military officers and personnel in
_Tecognition for the service tothe country.

the Order of Lapu-Lapu (Kampilang Medal) were the Maj. Velmor Manaois;
Dis nBalai; 2Lt Nathan Rey Eucare; SSgt. Ramonito Diapolet; Sgt. Ramises Relos;
Sgt. Joemarie Perez; Cpl. Jovith Clamotcha; PFC Winston Tangilan; PFC Viadimir Ramos,
“represenited by his mother, Susan; PFC Jefry Jacinto; and, PFC Jay Ar Nogodula.

. The Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) said they were recognized for sustaining
~-wounds while participating in the campaign against the Daesh-inspired foreign and local

terrorists under Isnlon Hapilon and Omar Maute for almost five months from May 23 to
~October 2017 in Marawi City.

 The Pres_idenfla'is'o awarded the Order of Lapu-Lapu (Kamagi Award) to the following: Lt Col.
_Joel Mam L Alvin Luzon: Lt. Col. Jonathan Hallara; Maj. Jimmy.Brey: Maj.-Mark--

Jotfrey Tacuse
Alvarez; 1st Lieutenant Jefferson Balante; 1st Lieutenant Junrey Sajulga; 2nd Lieutenant
- Rojean Rodriguez; Ensign Al Khaizer Amil; 2nd Lieutenant Jeff Brandon Cruz; Ensign Leo
“:Adrianne Bello; MSgt. Rolly Principe; Underwater Operator 2nd Class Edgar Enojo; Underwater

~ Anthony Salvador, Maj. Virgilio Sagge; Maj. Reese James Obeso; Capt. Jefferson Santos; Capt., |
alme; Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay; Capt. Michaelangelo Castro: st Lieutenant Albert

- Operator 2nd Class Glenn Reus; and, Builders Utility 2nd Class Teodarico Decenan,

he campaian againstlocal and foreign terrorists during the five-month Marawi

according 1o the Westmincom.

slege.

. Aside from "iﬁﬁéﬁafsr the President alsq gave tokens to the awardees. (with reports from Ely E.
- Dumaboc/PNA) | R

22

rded for their exceptional performance and their active participationand -~~~ )




