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NPA ‘harasses’ military base in Batangas ahead of March 29 anniv -
police

-By: Maricar Cingo- Correspondent / @maricarcincolNQ

inauirer Southern Luzon /07:39 PM March 15, 2018

SAN PEDRO CITY- A band of suspected New People’s Army (NPA) rebels launched an - o .

apparent harassment attack by firing at a government paramilitary base in San Juan fown in
Batangas province, weeks before its anniversary, the police said on Thursday.

Supt. Joemar Labiano, police chief of San Juan, said suspected rebels opened fire on a
newly-astablished base of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit in the remote Sitio
(sub-village) Sampaloc in Barangay (village} Bulsa around 3 a.m. on Wednesday. The firing
lasted for about five minutes without any casualty on either side.

Recovered from the scene were 58 cartridges from a 5.56-caliber rifle.

“According to our counterparts (in the Armed Forces of the Philippines), it was just their

{NPA's). way..of making. their. presence felt_since..they. are celebrating their. anniversary...... ...
.on.March.29,” Labiano.said .in.a phone interview. The NPA was founded in 1968 as the.armed .. ..

wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines.

Last week, sporadic encounters between the NPA and members of the Philippine Air Force

~ were reported in the towns of Balayan, Calaca, and Tuy in Batangas. At least two government
_..soldiers were reportedly hurt in the clashes./fac .. .. .
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Gender equality exists in PMA cadetship, military career

From the Phili lppme News Agerscy {Mar 15} Gender equality exists in PMA cadetship, military career

TOP FEMALE CADETS. The Philippine Military Academy (PMA) this year produced three women soldiers in the top 10 of the graduating class of
282, including a lady cadet awarded with the Athletic Saber. The top graduates were presented to the media in a press conference on Wednesday
(March 14, 2018} af the academy. From Jeft are CTCL Leonore Andrea Carific Japitan who is the class’ top 4 graduate: C1CL Jaraiza Laguinon
Buenaveniura, number 8: G1CL Micah Quiambao Reynaldo. number 10; and C1CL Jasm Marie Alcoriza, who will receive the female afhlelic saber
award during thelr graduation on Sunday (March 18, 2618). (Pholo by Liza T. Agooi)

BAGUIO CITY - Gender is not an issue in training cadets at the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) and in becoming a soidier.

PMA Superintendent LTGen. Donato San Juan has assured this, ahead of Sunday's PMA
graduatloﬂ rstes where four women cadets will be on the top 10 of the graduatmg class of _

"We have had many women cadets since 1 997"and they have proven themséives in the
frontline service as soldiers,” San Juan said, answering queries as to whether women in the
military are effective.

"It is no longer a question at this time whether they are capabie of performing the duties of
“male officers inthe frontline. They are doing thatalready," he pointed out, saying women"
soldiers are given the same functions as their male counterparts.

"Many of the tactical officers, female tactical officers, assigned here can attest to that--that
they are assigned the same as their male counterparts,” he said.

The PMA opened its doors to women cadets who reported as plebes on April 1, 1993 and
graduated with the class of 1997. In 1999, PMA recorded the first female cadet to graduate
at the top of her class, Ensign Arlene Dela Cruz, raising women'’s status in the male-

dominated institution.

San Juan said the training for both male and femaie cadets is equal and both are made to
perform academically, and physically, including their co-curricular activities sanctioned by
the institution.
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The class of 2018 also marked a historical record in the academy with the most number of
fernales graduates - 75-cut of 282, — -

In 2017, there were 66 female graduates with 34 of them joining the Philippine Army, 16 to
the Air Force, and 16 tc the Navy.

- Of the 75 female cadets graduating on Sunday, March 18, there are 38 joining the Army, 19

with the Philippine Air Force, and 18 with the Philippine Navy.

"We continue to maintain the regulations of having 20 percent of the cadet population to be
female. As of today, we have that percentage,” the officer cited. -

He added females have a high probability of graduating, which could be attributed {o their
being persevering and studious, aside from wanting to prove that they could survive a career

dominated by men.

He assured that the academy is continuously recruiting females to join the academy to
maintain the 20-percent rate.

Cadet First Class (C1CL) Micah Quiambao Reynaldo, who is finishing number 10 in the
graduating class this year and a native of Bamban Tarlac, entered PMA when she was in

. second-year college taking up Bachelor of Science in Psychology.

" UTHE academy is hever wrong ih choosing Us and giving us the opporturiity,” she said,”

referring to the chance to be a PMA cadet and join the ranks of distinguished men in the
military service.

" “Being a cadet in 2 mitary instuton s never easy,” Reynaldo shared. "But here i the

_.academy, we are surrounded by good mentors and good people who keep on motivating . ... -

and supporting us in whatever activity we have.”

She added opportunities are all available for males and females, thus, women like here are
included in the top 10.

Aside from Reynaldo, also making it in the top-10 are C1CL Leonor Andrea Carifto, number
4: and C1CL Jezaira Laquinon Buenaventura, number 6.

"The greatest hurdle (to a cadet) is to prove ourselves and that the academy is never wrong
in choosing us or giving the opportunity for females to be members of the military,” she

stressed.

Cadet Buenaventura of Bais City, Negros Oriental added, “| believe that after graduation, we
will also have the same opportunity on the field as in the academy.”
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The selection and admission of female cadets into the academy are similar for both men and
women. The only-difference is in the height requirement, where women-must be at least 5
feet 2 inches tall, while the men have to be at least 2 inches taller than the women.

When applicants pass the written entrance examination, they are selected after thorough
physical and neuro- psych;atnc examinations and pre-cadet quatn‘tcataon interviews

" conducted at the Armed Forces of the Philippines Medical Center. Female appointees are
not given any special treatment during those examinations.

One reason for accepting only a few female cadets is the limited availability of adequate
facilities for women. For years, the PMA had been a school for men.

The female cadets said they also underwent basically the same training as their male
counterparts. Adjustments were minimal, they said. Trained to become future officers of the
armed forces, they undergo the same physical fitness tests, made to walk the same rugged
mountain trails and dusty roads during foot marches, and attend the same academic classes

as their classmates.

They said there is no distinction made between genders when it comes to punishments and
demerits, as well as rewards and merits.

__Just like their male counterparts, the female graduates were commissioned as regular

officers in the Armed Forces of the Philippines. Together with their male counterparts, they R

" will stand among the revered alumni and be stalwart defenders of the academy's ideals of
courage, integrity, and loyalty.
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NPA member surrenders in Surigao del Sur
By: Chris Panaaniban- @inguirerdotnet

Fhilippine Daily Inguirer / 05:46 PM March 15, 2018

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur-An alieged New People’'s Army (NPA) bomb-maker
) __y_ie_ldec_j to the military, the military said Thursday.

Lt. Col. Xerxes Trinidad, commander of the 36th Infantry Battalion based in Tago townin - -
Surigao del Sur, said Edwin Martinez Coquilla surrendered on March 11. - ’

Trinidad said Coquilla, alias Jemar, 21, and a resident of Cabangahan village in Tago, tumed -
himself in, along with nine anti-personnel landmines he had made. -~~~ -~~~

Trinidad said aside from making bombs for the NPA, Coquilla was aiso the squad leader of
Platoon 1 of the NPA’s Northeastern Mindanao Regional Committee.

“The use of IEDs once again proves the terrorist tag of the CPP-NPA terrorists as it
continuously violates the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect to Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL),” Trinidad said./lb
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Duterte may send Marines to Boracay, ‘blow up’ illegal structures ~
Palace S e

05:43 PM March 15, 2048

gl

FILE - Philippine Marines in action. PHOTO/Associated Press

The government would not hesitate to send the Marines and” blow up” illegal structures in the

—ghores of Boracay if resort owners would-continue to-defy ordersto-clean up the-famous
“igland, a Palace official-said Thursday. -

“The last that | heard is that the local government may even ask the President for assistance
_.to call in.the Marines if need be,” Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque said inapress . ..
briefing.
“So when | heard thét repdrt, [ told them, send the letter because I'm sure the President wil
not hesitate to send in the Marines and even use dynamites to blow up that iliegal structure

there,” he added.

ADVERTISEMENT

President Rodrigo Duterte said last week that he would declare state of calamity in Boracay
because of its sewage and several other environmental problems and warned courts not fo
interfere by issuing a temporary restraining order (TRO) in the clean-up.

Duterte said that the problem in Boracay is a public health and public safety issue, allowing

him to issue such declaration.
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He had also asked the Department of Interior and Local Government to file charges against

local officials liable for the degradation of the famous beach.

interior Secretary Sec. Eduardo Afio ordered fast month an investigation to look into the
possible liability of local government officials over the “environmental degradation” of the

e e T
[t would probe local executives who issued building permits, occupancy permits and even
business permits despite non-compliance with applicable laws.and regulations.

Early last month, Duterte ordered Afio and Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu to fix the
Boracay problem in six months. /je
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TRUTH CONQUERS | CRSAFP celebrating its Founding

-———WAnmversary

~owied Oy Alvin Santiago on March 15, 2018 at
CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO< Quezon City (DWDD) — The Civil Relations Service, Armed

ines (CRSAFP} is celebrating its founding anniversary today

The event will kick-off with a holy mass to be folliowed by the program proper.
March 1951~The Civil Affairs Office (CAQ) was founded by virtue of National Defense Order
Number 31 with MAJOR JOSE M CRISOL PA as its head

e 1960-GHQ, AFP deactivated the CAC and activated the Office of the Military

information (OMI) as a Special Staff of CSAFP
1969-BGEN GUILLERMO | PECACHE assumed the leadership of OM! until 1972
May 1972- OM! was renamed Office of the Community Relations (OCR) with COL

NOE S ANDAYA as head
01 July 1975- OCR was renamed Office of the Civil Relations as an AFPWSSUs
31 January 1878-the Office of the Civil Relations was deactrvated and fmaiiy renamed

e Civil Relations Service | Armed Forces of the Philippines B

—— 16.April.1978, BGEN. ALEXANDER FELIX AEP took the reign of. CRS AFP. from COL ..

NOE S ANDAYA. He then started regionalizing the service by creating the Civil Relations
Group (CRGs) in strategic locations nationwide.

L]

-]

e July 1986, the Armed Forces Radio DZAF was established under the Ministry Order
o Number A-092. B
. On August 1987 DZAF ceased its operatlons due to the explo;tation by certain
~ sectorsin the military.
e 04 January 1988, the radio station revived its operation under a new name DWDD."
The CRS, AFP took over the administration and operational control of the station.
. 26 April 2008, Public Affairs Office (PAQO) was activated to perform the task of PA with

the objective of promoting the AFP image; and of advancing the national aims, interest and
policies. While, the CRS, AFP shall focus in the conduct of Information Support Affairs and
Civil Affairs.

The esteemed organization has been headed by a total of thirty three (33) renowned
and highly-professional Commanders.
° of ISA and CA of the Civil-Military Operations.
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Brigadier General Bienvenido R Datuin Jr AFP is the current and 37th Commander of Civil
Relations Service, Armed Forces of the Philippines (CRSAFP) and AFP Spokesperson,
stationed at Camp General Emilic Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

He was born on August 7, 1963 in Quezon City. He spent both his primary and secondary
education at the University of the Philippines. He entered the Philippine Military
Academy in 1981 and graduated as a proud member of PMA "SINAGTALA” Class of
1986.

BGEN DATUIN JR spent his platoon ieader years with 59th Infantry Battalion and his
Company Commander, with 42nd Infantry Battalion, both of 2ID, PA. Other significant
positions he previously held were as follows: Battalion Commander of 28th Infantry
Battalion, 10th Infantry Division; Secretary Army General Staff, Philippine Army;
Commanding Officer of Army Personnel Management Center; Chief of Unified
Command Staff, SOLCOM, AFP, Assistant Chief of Staff for Personnel, G1, Philippine Army,
and as Commander of 701st infantry Brigade, 7iD, PA which was awarded with the Best
Brigade Streamer by 7ID and Eastern Mindanao Command for two consecutive
years from 2015-2016.

Most of BGEN DATUIN's civilian and military schoolings were spent abroad. He took his
Political Warfare Course at FHK College, Taipei, Republic of China; his Australian
and Military Familiarization Course, Defense Intel Research and Analysis Course and

“intermediate Intel Officers— Courseat~School- for-Military - Intelligence -in-Australia; !
. Strategic.. Human..Resource Management Course .at National. University .of Smgapore s s e

and Senior Defense Management Course at Coliege of Defense Management in
India. He is an Honor Graduate of AFPCGSC Class 43 receiving the Best Commandant’s

Paper Award.

__BGEN DATUIN has two (2) Masters Degree: Master of Arts in Psychology at St Louis e
University in 1992 and; Master in Management Studies in University of South Wales

in Australia in 2002 where he graduated with high distinction.

‘BGEN DATUIN is a multi-dscotated General: “His awards and decorations inciude five

(5) Distinguished Service Star Medals, Outstanding Achievement Medal, Meritorious
Achievement Medal, Silver Cross Medal, Gawad sa Kaunlaran Medals, Bronze Cross
Medals, and numerous Military Merit Medals and civilian commendations.

Brigadier General Datuin is married to Marissa Geronimo and is blessed with three
(3) children: namely, Michaela Bientriz, a registered Division | Nurse in Australia, Martina
Mignon an associate lawyer and Bienvenido Miguel, an aspiring Human Resource
Manager. AES | MCAG
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CRIMINAL AND TERRORIST 5 31D lashes out at
CPPW NPA- ?ermmst S

- Alvin Santiaon

CAMP PERALTA, Jamindan, Capiz (DWDD) - The Army’s 3© Infantry “Spearhead” Division lashed out the Leonardo
Panaligan Command of the CPP-NPA Terrorist for ordering its members to arrest the troops
..of 62" Infantry Battalion who were behind the successful apprehension of the six (). ...
terrorists in Mabinay, Negros Oriental.

‘ . riminal and terrorist organization like you is
unsanctioned to arrest our govemmem‘ froops, the people’s legitimate armed forces; instead,
your leaders including your members are the ones who should be arrested for recruiting and
nurturing children to become criminals which is a gross violation of Republic Act 7610 or the
Special Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act.”

“Our froops are just performing their mandate fo protect the people in the area from terror
and other criminal activities of these CPA-NPA terrorists. They have just claimed the

-responsibility for liquidating the Quilanan.Brothers.in.Canlaon.City which only prove.that they ..............

. are murderers fit fo be arrested and put behind bars.”

On Leonardo Panaligan Command’s justification of CPP-NPA Terrorist’s recruitment
activities

"You are foo quick to rebuff our statement slamrming your organizatiot for recruiting minors
fo join the bloody and senseless armed struggle citing the arrest of Negros 6 including two

~(2) minors; but too slow to comprehend that your justification:in-your previously released s

statement will only affirm the result of our investigation that the aforementioned nabbed
terrorists are indeed members of the CPP-NPA Terrorists.”

Earlier, the Leonardo Panaligan Command of the CPP-NPA Terrorist in their previously
released statement maintained that they are strictly observing the recruitment of their
members, 18 years and above, physically fit, with good records, and with recommendations
from their territorial units. Said organization also insisted that there was no encounter prior to

the arrest of their six (6) comrades.

“This terrorist organization is also accommodating those who engage in criminal activities
such as robbery and murder in conirast fo their assertion that they are observing strict
recruitment policy specifically those who have ‘good records’.”
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To the Negrenses

“Once again, we are calling the people especially the Negrenses to protect and defend your
Army against this anti-people, anfi-peace, and anﬁ—deveiopment terrorist organization who

feeds you with nothing but misery and poverty.”

This Command alsc reiterated its call to the pecple to remain vigilant and report any
movement and activities of the CPP-NPA terrorists in the area to stop them from
propagating more terror. “Support and help your LGUS Army, and PNF’ m spreadmg fhe
" fruth in contrast to the fabricated lies of our enemies.”

Recently, the mayors of Bindoy, Ayungon, Tayasan, Manjuyod, and Mabinay all of Negros
Oriental have condemned the presence and atrocities of the CPP-NPA Terrorist in the
province through a resolution of a manifesto which was unanimously approved during the
joint Municipal Peace and Order Counciis Meeting last March 8,2018.

“Military pressure afone is not enough. Hence, we need to combine our efforts to creafe
social pressure that will induce the CPP-NPAs to lay down their arms, abandon armed
struggle, and return to the mainstream society fo start a new and productive life.” 3DPAQ /

MCAG
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