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Duﬁng the celebration. of the

’_J,Armys 1218t “foundation anfivet:
+“gary at the Army headquatters-in
| Tire Bonitfacio, Bautista -said the
newly-activated units inclade seven
. infantry battalions which are ‘part

§ quarter of this year,”_smdeunsta i le’s
Ditrerte issied & proclamation

“terminating the: peace talks with

Badtista said the two other bat-

~tilions Hive been activited ©=5th

“Scout Ranger Battalion and the .
500th Engineer Combat Battalion.
Government forces: have -

d " also:intensified ‘againgt the New.

Pcople 'siAtmy after Presids

the comimunists in November Jast

veat. A month later, he issued an-

'@f the 10 mfzmtry battahons thcf

stépi:gd up operitions against the .

o Alie e,
Hein d

7 Gther prodlamiation, decla.rmg the ™

NPA and the :Commumnist Patty

of the Philippines as terrozist or-
-ganizitions.

Vi The thieaf of terrarism is om-
nipresent-add unavoidable in this...

day and age. Itis a reality that the
free world tnust now confront,”

- said "Bautista, who ‘commandéd

the Joint Task Force Marawi that
led the operations in Marawi.
-*The siege of the city of Marawi
opened the eyes of countries in
out part of the world to the reali-

ties of terroristn and subsequently |

resulted in the second declaration
of martial law in the Philippines,”
added Bautista.

On the NPA, Bautista said
the Army has been successful
80 far in the campaign agamst
the group.

- “When the Président declared
the CPP-NPA as terrorists in
December 2017, we intensified
our campaign against them,
This resulted in the significant
decline in their manpower and

fifeatms,

‘gaid Battive addlng“
some 4, 000 NPA‘membersand

-"supporters Hévc surxendczed to

government:-

Druring the anmvcrsary cclebxa—
tion, President Puterte conferred
medals and awards on 41 Army

personnel including AFP Western

Mindanac Comimand ‘chief Lt
Gen, Carlito Galvez who teceived

“the Order of Lapu-Lapu (Karhagi -
“miedal).

Galvez supervised the opera-
tons in Marawi City,

Mai. Gen. Joselito Reyes, com-
mander of the Army Support
Command, received the Distin-
guished Service Medal, 4 non-
combat medal

Duterte thanked the soldiers
for their - “selflessness, hero-
ism and faithfui service o the
Republic.”

“There are no shortcuts to
success. We will continue to face
challenges as we trudge the noble
path of building a stronger and
safer nation. Mowever, because of
your contribudons, these goals are
now within reach,” he said.
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Army hosts 11th Senior Leaders’ Conference
From the Manila Bulietin (Mar 20); Army hosts 1ith Senior Leaders’ Conference

foundmg anmversarv with the theme:

Arm' Spokesman Lt. Col. Louie D. Villanueva, said Army: semor leaders from a!l over
the: Phlliggmes “will ‘gather in the two-day conference whlch ‘will: facus .on the issues of

_ _;\ﬂgignt-exg_remlsm and terrorism as part ,of _fh_e ‘A_rmy.g_-_s;,_mcere commitment to counter-
tor e e

Villanueva said the 11th SLC aims to keep senior leaders of the Philippine Army informed on
the current programs, issues and relevant developments affecting the organization.

"It is also a platform where the participants may introduce and discuss new concepts and
ideas that could contribute in addressing the various security issues besetting the country,”

Villanueva said.

With the theme “Defeating Terrorism, Responding to a Global Challenge,” the Army invited
guest speakers who will provide knowledge and perspectives concerning terrorism, its
implications as well as possible solutions to counter it.
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Villanueva said the Philippine Army, under the stéwa’rdship of Lt. Gen. Bautista-aims
continue its mission of developing a modern Army that is responsive and capable of
addressing threats against its people and the sovereignty of the country.

- “Part of this effort is strengthening of the Army’s campaign to counter violent extrémism.* ha =~ = =

said.
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Terrorists battie soldiers in Misamis; hundreds of residents
____leave homes

From the Manila Bulletin (Mar 20): Terrorists battle soldiers in Misamis; hundreds of residents leave homes

(Google Maps / MANILA BULLETIN)
A report reaching Camp Crame in Quezon City said that the military had to send an

_ mattack hel_lco:ﬂ_ter‘_a _A_amst the rebe!s at the he:ght of. the qunfig htpon_ﬁ_Monda: __afternoon.

There were 110 reported casualties on both sides but the local police said the firefight
Tesulted in the ovacuation of residents, o

The latest report was that the number of evacuees at the Aloran Gymnasium was at 54
families composed of 218 people.

Police and military forces have intensified the operations against the communist rebels after
the peace talks bogged down last year.

The government also sought for the declaration of the communist rebeis, and their political
wing Communist Party of the Philippines as terrorists.

Security forces are now bracing for intensified attacks from the communist rebels who are
set to celebrate the 48th founding anniversary of the New People’'s Army.
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lorenzana: Reports of ISIS in Manila inaccurate

From the Philippine Star (Mar 20): Lorenzana: Reports of ISIS in Manila inaccurate

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenanaon Monday dispelled reports that
terrorgqroups have gained a foothold in Metro Manila;

morning.

The Defense chief said that the supposed leaked memo was a communication

between local police units and he has informed Interior officer-in-charge Eduardo Afio

about this.

the Defense secretary said

 Lorenzana said he is confidenct thatremnants of the Maute group who are h;dmg in Mamia o
--would-not-cause-harm in the-country's-capital. - _ i

Asked why the government cannot track the remnants of the Maute group in Metro Manila,
Lorenzana said that the population in the metropolis is making it hard to find the local
terrorists.

The crowded cities in Metro Manila make it easy for the militants fo hide, the Defense chief
said. Security forces have been upgrading urban combat capabilities since Maute and Abu

Sayyaf terrorists took over parts of Marawi City in May 2017, sparking five months of street-
fo-street fighting..
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"The 'jungle’ here is more formidable, composed of people... Bahay at tao (houses and
people), very easy to hide here for as long as you don't get attention to yourself, you can

hide here in Metro Manila,” Lorenzana said.

Just {ast month, a foreigner with alleged links to ISIS was arrested in' Manila. The police said
they recovered homemade bombs, firearms, ammunition, an ISIS flag and documents
detailing an alleged plot fo attack the Philippines in the foreigner's apartment.

The suspect ;dentn‘" ed as an Egyptlan carrying a Tunisian: paSSport entered the country in -
~ July 2016 using different passports and aliases such as Haytham Abduihamtd Yusofand

“John Rasheed Lassouéd.

had been recruiting followers since 2016.

Albayalde earlier warned that members of ISIS have found "safe havens" in Manila.

The Department of Justice later dropped the charges against the suspect and his Filipino
girlfriend because of lapses in police procedure. Police reports on the arrests were not

supported by evidence, the DOJ said.

e

 Biser Osear Albayalds, National Capitoi Region Police Office chlef sald ’chat the suspect S e
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