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_ BYALEXIS ROMERD .

President Duterte has asked two assistant secretaries
accused of corruption ~ Moslemen Macarambon S¢ of
the Department of Justice (DOJ) and Tingagun Umpa
of the Department of Public Works and Highways « 1o

resign or be dismissed from service. .

- “The President hag advised
the two assistant secretaries
to tender their resignations or
face termination for corrup-
tion,” presidential spokesman -
Harry Roque said at'a pregs
bﬁaﬁﬂgyestefdg}a e

- Roguesaid an investigation

by the Presidertial Arti-Cor

“Tuption: pacissLisie o AL
revedled that Macarambon danich

“beerl intervening on behalf 'of rojecis m the ARMM. .«
suspected smugglers of gold - Rogue made the announce--
and -other precious jewelry .mentaweek after_farmer"cguxn =

t the Ninoy Aquino Interna.  istn recretary Wanda Tep quit
o B .Over a controversial deal that

—placed P60 millivr i Depart-:

ment of Tourism advertises
ments to a media outleétowned .
by her brother Ben Tulfo, Teo
. g contractors'in the and- Tulfo have maintained
Autonomous Region in Mus- there was nothing irreprdar
ﬁm'Miﬁ_damé?far-ja‘r’éu"f':iﬁom ST Tt Page 12




~ -aboutthe adverﬁsingmntract. .. R
- investigates complaints trans.

.. Roque said it would be up
to the Office of the Ombuds.
cman to decide whether to file

~-tases against Macarambon and F

Umpa,

. “The-DOJ and the PACC

~atread y conducted an inves-

- tigation that the ombudsman

“-can use for itS investi gation,”
 he'said,
- Rogue said the PACC is
looking into-about 400 com.
‘Piainits invelving officials
tagged in irregularities.
- The PACC was created
" through Executive Order No,
43 signed by Duterte last year.
- The commission was man.
-dated “to directly assist the
- President in investigating

- -and/or hearing administrative
- c:ases-pm‘_marily_ir;vq}yigg\g;faft,

~End/Or corruption againgt aj]
sidential appointees.”. ..
~The PACC ‘has the power -

10 hear, investigate, receive,
- gather and evaluate evidence,
* intelligence reports and infor-
- Mmation in administrative cases

~e———-against presidential appotritess

and submit recommendations
... 10.the Office of the President..

FromPaget .

Macarambon. So

‘replacement.

:{_Guevarra;s&eésédﬁ*

Roque said the PACC also

mitted by the Office of the
Deputy Executive Secretary for
Legal Affairs.

 Sacked
 Following the advice from
Malacafiang, Justice Secretary
Menardo Guevarra yesterday

-confirmed that Macarambon

has been terminated,

- “The President hag appoint-
ed somecne to replace Aser.
at is effec-
tively a termination,” he told
reporters without naming the

Macarambon had earlier
filed a courtesy resignation,

- “1t's '@ matter of trust and
confidence. It's the President -

charges, bt has confirmed

~he-dealt with Bureau of
“Customs officials last No-

vember,

. “Tonly asked the Bureay
of Customs to recompute the
taxes paid by the in-laws of

- my daughter. They initially
..-Computed Pg million when

it shotild be only P1.38 mil-
“Hon,”

he recalled in 4 phone -
interview. _

T don't think it was i _
appropriate becauge [ only
requested for recomputation
for the proper Pavment of
taxes,” he lamented, o

Last month, Guevarrs

-asked all DOJ undersecretar

ies and assistant secrelaries
o tender their resignations

o give him a free hand ]

to perform his mandate. o
- Gueévarra, however, sajd :;
then that untj] any action is..|

who.has.the-authority o sy
tinate such appoirtment,”

Asked if the DOJ would
conduct an investigation on
Macarambon’s alleged in--
volvement in such activities,
Guevarra said_he “would...

 gather more facts before injtiag.

ing a probe,” .

o Macaramborbas deniéd the -

petform t

fakéﬁ"b};'Maiécaﬁa'ng'&h the .

finueto re;i)ort forworkand .
eir usual rules .
and responsibilities. - . {

popvera took the top |
‘DQ}-post*afcer"ﬂw‘"é”i‘éﬁigi‘ié”—"f I

tion of Vitaliane Agurirre [T -
last Mareh, . ...~

Chislinidy

i
_C_ngteqy_;_f_;?$=igx}a_tjip-ns_,'_-.;.a_a-II_;-;«;:-I e e
“these officials ‘should ron- .. i




CByPlYap,
Vince F.Nonate
ane Melvin Gascon |
@Team_Ingquirer i

“The ruling Partido Demokra.
tiko Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan
{(FDP-Laban) will Investigare irg

“memberswho tommitted glae:

: ;'iibffvﬁh;é’i”efefc'ﬁoﬁ law during the
barangay and Sangguniang Xa-
~bataan (SK) polls on Monday.
" But the party president,
_Senate President Aquiling pj.
meztel IT], said the Departrment -
 of the Intetior and Local Gay-
ernment {DILG) must provide
oevidenceapainist the 6fficials .
“ o M the DILG gives tis th ev-
ldence, ‘fwe will investigate],
We have no Feedback as of
how,” Pimentel told reporters
‘on Tuesday,

Opposition lawmakers -in
the House of Representatives
also challenged the DILG to
substantiate the claim of Un-
dersecretary Martin Difio that
congressmen had engaged in
vote buying, -

.. Rampant I

-+ Vote buying was rarpant in
~the barangay and SK elections,

with repurts of crisp P20 to
Prooo bills changing hands in
~many villages across the cotmtry,
_ The Omnibus Election Code
" -prohibits vote buying by cand;-
- Aates, with violators facing
. .prison terms of one to six years

%

e

tioneering: n_d_od:er-vialati_gps____ R




Martin Difio

and disgualification from hold-
ing pubilic office,

Pimentel challenged the
DILG to gather evidence and
press charges against barangay o A
chairs and 100 House members . TheMay 14 barangayaﬁd 8K
who, according to Difio, inter- electzons were sapposed o be
vened in village electmns by nonpartisan, '

ROADSIDETALLY Votes are counted marsuaily at one of the
roadside precincts i Monday's barangay and Sangguniang |
Kahataan elections on Boni Serfano Avenue at Barangay
Valencna, Quezon City, —~eriG ¢, MONTEGRANDE -~ .

Gabnela Rep Emerenmana

5 de Jesus of the Makabayan bloc
Difio.should. 1dem;afy thef-

THOVHIE o inience thelt ton- T Pithentel . waid the DILG
_stitnents 1o vote dor. thelT fa-
““vored candidates. .
:Difio was quoted innewsre~ -
-ports #5 saying his departinent
had recéived  -reports - that in the election- next year, the
“some of the congressmen gave - Same

dence.

' éﬁngressmﬁn.
~Should take. actwn 1f it had evx—:.'- S

filing ‘cases agamst hios

“IPsbettar: that W make o :
violated election IEWS in'the Te-

amp!es of these pEeOple, SO that 3
~cent barangay polis,” said’ Rk

thing wen t~happen - bayan Rep. Tomasito Villarin of -

as the officials-of the Country’'s

smallest political units . were
~madeto pledge supportfor the"‘ '

administration’s push -
amendthe Censtihmon L
“It's no wonder why many
of them Nnow approach solons
and local executives asking for

cash’ support during €lectiong:
“becaugse fthey] consider’ them-.

‘selves party ‘mates and ‘ward
1eaders cf the politamans e he"

sa:d

Stnp biammg puor

on Tuesday, an‘urban poor

group ‘said election: officials
should stop blaming the pootin

the wake of repnrts of mmpant

vote buying, -

- "We ‘need to cleanse anr'
“CoTTipt -

government - from
politicians who ‘are knowti to

surely make up for their ¢ 2xpens-
es when they win'in Elections”

said ‘Glorta  Arelland, ‘chair of

- Kaliptmaning’ Damaysngiahiz
 hirap (Kadamay):

‘Patronage politic
-»Kadamay wsaid vot

nying

was part-of patranage politics .
"in-the country. It. persists be- .-
-cause the electorate is not he....

- INOBEY,~while--others--invited-—againHe sald.
candidates T “Whether a party member

2 He claimed rhat the con~ or not, it doesn't matter. Th

51 toolocal governiment officials - dénce, whether iPs vote buying
‘andthousands of barangay offi- - or other violations of {the] elec-
-cials, resorted to-vote buying to' “tion law, in ‘which-case, ‘tases
secure turfs “in préparation for - must be filed,” said Pimentel,
the 2015 elections.” who will seek reelection in the

2019 midrerm elections. -
Nonpartisan
MF they control the barangay Makabayan Blor
captains, of course, they control He noted that the distribu-
the entiré barangay,”the DILG  tionof sample ballots at polling
official said inatelevision inter-

view on Monday night. - eiectmn law.,

precincts ‘was a moiatmn of -~

the“Magnificent” Seven" mde-
_penden’c bIoc. o

Federalxsm campaign

Ea0 Rep. Teddy Baguilat]r., said
he would be “fully supportive”
of the DILG if it was “really se-
rious infiling cases,”

“But Baguilat called on Dmo'

to address the concern o the
PDP-Laban, -

-Barangzy officials have “be-
come highly polificized be-

cause of PDP-Laban's federal-’
‘ism .campaign,” Baguilat said,’ K

A feliow bloc member, Ifu:'

ing provided basic services and

~their - lving - standdrds haVe
: '-’hardiy mproved the ‘g

said.

of a deeper social malaise.”

[+ "Poverty, lack of economic
opportunities and the absence
of universal and comprehen-

sive -social protection. make

~miliions of Filipinos more vyl
- nerable {o patronage politics,”
“said Jennifer Padilla, NAPC in-

formarlun officer, NG~

‘i‘he Natwna! Anti@nverty'
Commission (NAPC) deseribed -
the problem as “one symptom’
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ |

Phi not giving up

iven up its sovereignty rights :
(g;srercer%ain areas in%ht?:iispub ~rights in
ed South China Sea, President Sea, Asa
Duterte insisted yesterday.
Duterte made the claim’ -

LT e

- evenafte r hehad discussed the -
" mattey inthe past with Chinese
he Philippines has not President Xi Jinping.
The Phi }ppxn . '.'W@ are not g—iv%‘]_ up ouy :

- still insisting until now to the

e

the West Philippine -
matter-of fact, we ars

Turnto Page 7

 PhINOt s

point that they are now willing...” he said
during his trip off the coast of Aurora,

The President boarded BRP Davao del .

Sur where he led the program marking
the first year of the deciaration of Benham
Rise as Philippine Rise.

Duterte alse declared some portiong pf

the Philippine Rise ag g marine protected
area. '

‘The Presidérifscrappéd hisplantoride of marine B i

at Philippine Rise Bank as the area is not
contested like the West Phitippine Sea. -

- In his speech, the President said,
“China claims the entire South China
Sea as theirs. I can’t do anything about it
anymore,” c .

.- Duterte said commercial fishing would *
‘be aliowed at Philippine Rise in accor
dance with the laws on the preservation

ajetskiaround Philippine Rise.

_Du:erte.‘s_s_en_.S,?bas#_ia,r}ﬁnti. $pecialas-

- sistant -Bd‘ﬁg"c;é represented him instead,

He said Xi gave his word that the South
£-hina Sea row would be solved inanon-
“confrontational mantien ; '

"We would alwa}’s'fi"ﬁd'-a'.s'o}'u‘tion .

to.any. problem, " Duterte-quoted X &s

" maybe we will have ably

saying.

. “China is’ éf_fe;ing.--3__'_;‘.o_.im,;_explo_ra« i
Ctionand ‘development. X Jingping daid

sgor share ot
see,” the President added. e

. Dutette admitted that the Philippines -

has no capabiiity to fight China, noting
that a Navy ship iike the BRP Davao del
Sur will just sink once hit by a cruise mis-
sile from China,

Instead of fighting Beijing, Duterte said
he would make the best our of it for the
country —referring to the joint exploration
with China, :

Maritime science research

The President sent off yesterday a
S0-man team of Filipino scientists to the
Philippine Rise fora moenth-long maritime
science research, :

Defense and military officials led
by Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
joined the President in boarding the
Navy’s landing dock ship, BRP Davac del
Sy, anchored off Casiguran Bay,

- Critics questioned Duterte’s presence

coit Col. Isagani Nato, Northemm Luzon
- Lommand Spokesman,-said smbmbers 6f

-~ Nolcom's Area Task Force Nosth would
sail to the shallowest portion of Philip-

- pirie Rise to set up.a maritime marker in
thearea. :

The Navy is 'd'ep%p”yin%,i.té.lmding'
—dock-ship, BRP Tarlac, {6 the region for
the buoy’s casting. :

“located right éves the underwater Philip:
pine flag placed by military and civilian
divers last Fear sl IR ey

- “Nato said the buoy casting would im.

mediately follow after the singing of the

Philippine national anthern or the flight

deck of BRP Tarlac, j -

* A US State Department officiaj met
with Philippine counterparts yesterday
to discuss claims in the South China Sea.

. Acting Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretry for East Asia and the Pacific W,

FPatrick Murphy and Foreigrn Affairs Un.
dersecretary Enrique Manale discussed
recent events in the South China Sea as
well as the ties between the Philippines
and US.. = o o
Presidential spokesman Harry Rogue

Ir. said the Philippines has not surren-
dered its rights over Spratlys Island and
otherafeas within the country’s exclusive
economic zone despite China's deploy-
ment of its firstentirely home-built atrcraf

STt Turn fo Pageds -

'\3

The floating maritime marker woddbe -~




| Phlﬂ@tmm T-*aée?

carfier in the area, .
- "Wehave always been pute
ting down our feet, We Rave

“not surrendered our fitle, we
~havenotrelinquished our fitle, .

| we maintain we have title,”
| Rogque said. S

- He defended the President’s
presence at Philippine Rise in
Aurora when the disputes are

actually in the South China
: ' (it first home-built aireraft
~carrier in the northern port of

Sea. B N :
“While we may not be

able to do anything as far -

as their military maneuvers
are concerned, we continue

to resort to diplomatic ifi- .
“deployed its Navy assets to

tiatives and I assure you
that while we are not noisy

at it, any development that .

West Philippine Sea, owing to
Duterte’s sﬁiﬁ of foreign policy
toward China, :

“No. We are not doing any-
thing, I dispute that, We are

‘resorting to diplomatic initia-

tives; but this is the exemption

‘to freedom of information,
‘Let’s leave it to the DFA," he

said. _
OnSunday, China deployed

Dalian “to test the reliability
and stability of its repulsion
and other system.”

- Reports said China has

enforce its claim & the entire

“South China Sea,

of defense capability,
The President also said he

is holding onte the words of

Xithatno more developments
will he done in the disputed
areas. o c i ey
Duterte bared that he has
confronted Xi about the Chi-
nese markers for sea features
in the Philippine Sea. .
China asked permission
from the Internationa] Hydro-
graphic Organization-inter-

-governmental Oceanographic
Commission General Bathy-

metric Chart of the LDeeans
Sub-Conunittee on Undersea
Feature Names and the mark.

-ers were in Chinese hecause

they knew no other language,

~-happens in the-South-Chirg
Sea is accompanied by dip-.

“lomaticistens “fromthe D
partment of Foreign Affajrs
{(DFA),” Roque said, :

Roque disputed insinua: |
public that the Philippines
couldnotatford todedare war

tions that the Duterte admin-

istration has put under. the rug.—

the country’s rights over the

“Since "Diterte assimed of.

. fice, he has maintained.a-non- -
~eonfrontational approach in’

dealing with the issue of the
South China Sea, .
He said ‘many times in

against China because of lack

\6""“»\

 versation with Xi when they |

month. 7 L
The sea features inchude a

~-seamount China wants o call

Jujio in Philippine Rise and

other parts of the Philippine . _.....
Sea. ~ With Jaime Laude, Pia

Lee-Brago _
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By Leila B, Salaverris’

@LelasiNG - o oo

President Duterte went to the
wrong sea, senators sald on
Tuestay, _ .

Mr. Duterte traveled to
Casiguran, Aurora province, to
send off a team of Filipino sci-
entists on the country's first re-
search mission to -Philippine
Rise, & wvasi, resource-rich un-
derwater plateau off the coun-

.. Iry'seast coast.

“Our scvereign mghts over

{Philippine Rise] aré cndisput-
“etl, soDuterte’s visit there is just

4 propaganda stunt,” Sen. Anto-
nic Trillanes IV said in a text
message.

"He should ride his jet skito .

the Spratlys as he promised

during the campaign,” Trillanes
said.
Sen. Francis Fangilinan aiso

~-said no other couniry was lay-

-ing claim to Philippine Rigebiit

“China had deployed antiship
‘criise missiles and surface-to-
air missile systems on three
‘Philippine-claimed reefs in the
Spratly archipelago.

. Good idea -

“On the western side of the
country, OUI  soverelghty” -
cledrly violated, our secun‘::y is
threatened, and leadership is
badly -needed,” Pangilinan sald

Cinastatement.
~Sen. Panfiio Lacson, howev-
“er, said M1, Duterte's trip to
Philippine Rise was a good idea,-
in case anyone hact deszgns on

the seamount.”
Lacson said Mr, Duterte did
not:have to do the same in the..

& South China Sea, and much had

_‘beexn made of hiy campaigh joke
about riding-a jet ski to the
Spratlys’ to -assert Philippine
sovereignty over the country's

o terrltoi’y there.

Mr. Duterte did not r;de a

jetski to Philippine Rise. Presi+

assistant
Christopher “Bong”™ Go told re-

TUporters abdard the BRP Davac

dential . dpecial

del Sur that he and the Presi-

-dent’sson: Sebastxan wou;id ride

;etskzs tothe fise, -

Mr. Duterte traveled 1o the
seamoimt also to celebrate . the
First anniversary of his renam-

ing it from -Benham Rise to

Phﬂlppme Rise,

“He also signed a proclama»'
tion designating : certain por-
tions of the seamount as marme
protectedaress, Nl -

The mﬁu‘arys Task - Ferce
North planned to cast a buoy

officially -'stake “the colntry’s
claim to the territary SWITHRE.
PORTS FROM JEANNETTE | ANDRADE

AANDNESTORCORRALES 1NG

and planta Philippine ﬂagatthé'. o
+-shallowest portion of the rise (oo i
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BY CATHEREN% 5 VRLENTE

NBOARD BRP

¥ President Rodrigo
Duterte has declared por-
tions of Philippine Rise

{Benham RiSﬁ}&HdE&SﬁEI‘I‘

DAVAO DEL SUR:

Kalayaan as protected areas.
o Dufenéssigted tiet proclamation on bnard_:-.- e
"BRP Davao del Sirto mark the firsst anniversary
of his renaming the underwater land mass 10
signify the COunty's soverergu rights over the

resoirce-Tich region.
L . » Protected A2




ROTECTED FROMAT - sceniofiheconeefandfiher

“q -mg o{ th,e conmntry's firdt scienitific

: '..::'VSI‘tzdi‘Opped

fic thmughmthﬂlewsxﬂoﬂxe dawa
“Faer tand mass. i 5
/- The I’res;dent WES supposeé.
- o ‘sail toward ‘the Phihppme Rise

10 lead the celébration of the firs

‘exploration of the resodreerich
‘undefiwater plateas located off zhe >

- vostof Aurora province. .

- "Today, we send off our team.o‘f i

talented and competent Filipino
Sctentists 'whis will andertake the
Coobrdinated National Mitine
; 'Sczermﬁc Research 1nifiatives antd

waters above the thilppme Rme,

Related Activities or Conmira itithe

' mg you all the bestas you embarkon

nmvexsary of hw renaming of th

't,piamed that Duterie only planned
to ‘send off the team ‘of th‘pano -
scieritisss that would undeﬂﬂke ma-’
.. fine gctentifi¢ researdhi n-the area.
S kast meégro malsyo (Its alitdebit .

* far). its 120 iautical miles aveay, That's

" Togistic mghtzmm Soihisis symbn%
We're sendmg off the scierstists, but _

~the séientists will proceed. "Yun

“lang talaga {That’s it),” Roque ‘said.
The Phxhp‘pme Rigé is beyond {he'
2 fles HEZ '

o condud mappzng,-*ff:-':-- it of the 20 1
mwe;m,baologcai :rwestxgaimns and ":: _-:

. { recogniize the need to provide them 8!
“with“the necessary means to fulfill.
yoirr mandate. Indeed; these develap-
‘mefits would not have been possible
“without the efforts of oo dedicated .
‘public servants, scietitists and Jegal
- experts who worked together to
i+ holster our cla;m over the Phihppme B
“Rise," he said. :

"When the Umted Nanons Com»

' _'mzsszon on the Limits of the Conti-
- niental Sheif approved vur dalm to :
* ihe Pl o

ine Rige 1l

; .'*anddiscoverwhatcurseashmtocf'

The President signed the declaraiion
‘following calls from an environmeén-

_. _he added R Dute;‘te then toid the I‘ﬂipmo
S __gessmd(mt})earea unti] November, Lo The Pa}ace oﬁ%aa% a]sa expiamed  scientists o “explore this (hew fron-
. _-__.he added 0o ¥ ;that the undersea region cuuld only tier) fully aware of our responsibility
BRBY:iFa spcxe.“ﬁan Harz}r Jioque bcseen“bydmngmto it - to[properly manage) and conserve
d eatlier ‘said that 50 Filipiro” - “Ginagaws natin @yon cﬁto ay, “its natural resources for: the benehi
ild cany out the study ' 'fsmbof;cnamaangla:mam angazm “of present :—md ﬁzmre genaratmns

R idle

- of Filipinos.”

“*Assend off our experiz«; t© explone

‘tal group to dedlare a-portion of the

: baodwetsity tich. undezsea regmn asa -

‘marine piotectedarea,
- Gloria Ramios, vice: preszrient of

he Philippine chapter of interna- -

tional Geean conservation nonprofit
Oceana, said that 2 petition was sent.

- 10 the Palace in July 2017, which
ot seught the pzoclamaﬂen ef Ph:hp :

B ESPONSIDLIY 0 protect 1
: ¥ from abuse dnd mistse,” he éddéd;i-

twedete notjust granted dcesss to'the
vast vesouices. We were shio entriasted - of

. noatake zcnﬁ.

N




The gmup sald thaithe Phllfppma _

- Risewas declared s 4 " Beologically =

+ and Biologically Significant Area” by -
196 countries in the United Nationis
- Converition on Bto]ogxmi Dwersny
'-'m 2016.° ' .
- 'Ihe%nulhon hectaremganwls' '
._"ml]lmﬂ heciares of which is an ex--
“tended continental shelf that the
- Philippines was- awiirded ‘sovereigh .
T nghts in 2012 sits Bast of Lizon,.
© Sen. Edgardo Angara Ji. nd
. :Mmmﬂupa Rep. Rufly Bidzon have
-_f-.ﬁleé separzte bills seeking the cre-
. ation of 2 body in charge of studymg '
g -deve}opmg, and conserving the area.
- Disterte renarmied Benham Rise'to
'.Phlhppme Rise in ‘May 2017, after
“Chinese vessels were é[scovered [o be'
Csurveyingthearen,
- Apart fromhavinga " 1{30 percem
E corai cc}ver Benham Rise ] 15 aisc the -

;.-'—Los Bancs, anti the Department of
‘Agricutture-Bureats of Fisheries and

“Aquiatic Relicurces at Benham Bank
B revealed at feast. 11 -reef building,

“cies, which makes it an 1mpaﬁant T
' area for ﬁshenes '
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DUTERTE

the Philippine Rise asid its vast resousees. Thave

-complete faith in the capabilities of ourworld- .y i
Security Adviser Hermog’encs'Espemn}n angd

tlass scientists and 1 recoghize ‘the need to
‘provide them with the fiecessury means to fulfl
your mandate... These developments would
not have been possible without the efforts of
cour dedicated public servants, scientists and
legal experts who worked togesher 1o bolster

our claim over the Philippine Rise.” he added, 1€
~would arlikely see;anyth‘:&g,'é::tcpf_mter; '-b_eg
cause the intercontinental shelf is nder water.

*__Dr.Doralyn Dalisay, a marine scientist at the

- wouid”heip the coun

around the bay. 0 0L e
- The inirial plas was for the President to'ride
a jet ski arpund dhe Philippine Rige: 000 N
Presidendal spokestnan Hasty Roque said

Univessity of San Agustin, said the research

try competently manage
and subtain the té$0urces i the ares, i
- After the event, Special Assistant to the

President Christopher “Bong™ Go, National

presidential son Sebastan Duterte jetskied

if ‘the President procecded with the plan he




By‘%to Barceio L

: RESIDENT Redngo Duterte skxpped
the jet ski ride to Benham Riseor .
< A Philippine Rise on Tuesday, but.
o preszdennai son Sebastian Duterteand. -
~ Special Assistant 10 the President Chnsi:aphey :
‘Go d;ri the Palace said Tﬁesday :

CGo; Sald he and Sebasuan “represent
dent’by doing the jet ski ride. - e
“Presidential Spokesman}-}arry Roque

T i’h:hppme Rusewtcr send-off Filipino scientist
§ P 10 8¢

.. He made hss remarks as Duterte was se

_ sendoff to ‘cominemorate ‘the 2012 Unit
" declaration that the underses feature was part 'of the’
: -Philippines®. excluswe ecanomm zone ‘and sxﬁendeti :
-continental:shelf. -

Although Disterts did noi‘ show up’ durmg “fhe tnp 4oy
- the Philipping Rise, Roque: said the visit of Sebastianand -
#0001 Go was part of Diterte’s ‘:mpi& cerernonidl setidoff for
" e teamito begin the conntry’s first Scientific resaarch 0
.- the vast undersea plateav off Aurors provifice. . s
£ Duiterts said Philippine Rise was part of thhppme 5
: 'terrstery atdwarned he would declare'war against any
- forsign country gomg the:re wzthout the Phxhppme
" government’s’ permms:on : :
- Philippine Rise is an offshore fmnmer facmg the Pa— .
cific Ocean that is-about 24 million hectares and is m
. the Philippines” exclusive economic zone..
.. Philippine secority officials raised concern dboiit 1n- :
T trusmns whena Chmeqe ship was tonitored criss-cross-
" ing the waters early last year, dfawing public attention
- totheterritory that some believe could be harboring gas.
s and oil deposits aside from its rich fishing avens. 0
R(:que said Du’zerts wﬂl send some’ 5{3 Fﬂlpzm Te-

saamhers who will study the resource-rich afed. c!mm o any disputed region, . . o

“ China has converted three teefs in the disputed West ' “We have always’ bcm’puttmg down our feez We have -
?hﬂ’sppm& Sea into artificial islands into militery posts, - nat fuirrendered © W have nci_rehnqmsheé GLT
but Roque sa.zd the ?hﬂ:ppmes did mt reimqumh any ’ntie Wemmntam ’ :
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By Marin J. ?&aliari

Premdent Duierte yesmrday started h:s ws:t to i’hmppme
Rise, forrerly Bertham Rise, amid his government’s effort
to assert eauniry's sovereign rights over the area.

. Duterte's chopper landed at 3:45 p.m. on BRP Davao
dgl Sur, which ferried him to the area a%'mve the underwater
p}ateau edst of Isabela.

Thuterte was accompanied by Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon
Jr,, Armed Forces chief of staft Gen: Carlito Galvez, and

Sthermihtariand govermneni officials: during theVisiiz oo .
. Duterte is also set to0 signa pmclamamn deciaring qome
“porkions ﬂfi’mhppme Riseasa marnsprotactdiaren v

Also, governmeht authorities are expected today, May _
16, to cast the first buoy in the Philippine Rise where Duterte

yesterday led the sendoff of an allFilipino eontingent that

will conduct a monthlong maritime research at the fermm
Renham Rise. —

The casting of buoz, Will be mxtmﬁeé by the Area ’I‘aqk ;
Force North {ATF-North), headed by N Morthern Luzon

- -'Conamand (Nolcom) chisfLi. Geénl Brvmanuel Salamat. =

ATF*Nerth igan mﬁer agency coordinating bedy whieh* a

Turniopage 2




sends of

|
1
¢

to smt

Fromt paye 7

Plans and executes programs in’
relation to maritime demain
awareness, security patrois and

maritimé presence overthe Bajo de

‘Masinloc fr the West Philippine Sea,
{azon. Strait in Batanes and ihe

_Philippine Rise east of Arora.

. *This undertaking simply reveals -
“to our.fellowmen that in usity, -we -
are -girong, and that we are
passionate in defenss and protection
-of our sovereignty” Salamat said.
“With the grace of Almighty God,

‘e dre blessed ‘as a ‘maritime.

sation, our country the Phﬁlppmes,' '
and the whole leipmo nabmn he :
further said. : :

d#. Col. Isagaﬁx Nato, Nolcom'
spokesmaan, sald that the casting of -

buoy and thedaying of flag markers

'in the Philippine Rise are part of

the -activities schediled to”
commemorate ihe United ‘Nations

awarding of the temtory to the

Philippines.

ody visits Philip

1@ reg

iSymbolic ang, assertive’
. _For_}ia!ar,anang, this Phﬁ;ppme

: -=Risé- 4rip s beth “symbolic™ and-

J#gsuertive” as the gemd-off
ceremﬂny also falls on-the-first
anniversary of renaming the

undersea feature from Bentham Rise
4 to Philippine Rise. _
“This trip is symbolic at the same

time’ ‘assertive® Rogue said.
T UBymbolic; bécatse

it there, we'll ‘only stay -above the
cortinental shelf,” he added.
Hesaid that it was “assertive™

| because it shows the government's:
poticy to prohibit foreign sclentific™

ressarch and prioritize only Filipino
scientists to earry out research in
the Philippine Rise.

“But this also shews Ehe palicy

_ef the government Whmh_ shov_vs that

we won't share research effurts with
" forelgrers” he added. .

In F‘ebruary, Deparﬁm nt ci" .

# the'
Phlhppme Rise ds Yand and stones:
-+ underneath the sea, we can’t tnake

-hocordinglioNato; the baoywas '
des;g“ned and fabricated ‘by the
<Buregn-of Fisheries and Agiatics
Resaurces based on mtemat!onai .

- standards.

. Nato said that s’ fls,g~rmsmg.:
cewmﬁnywrﬂ be conducted onboard
BRP Tarlae (Lﬂﬁ@l} with gl the -

Foreign " Affajrs

already been concluded in the ares
{Philippine ste} !

Montdlés is also the cim:rman

“ofthe inter-agency iochniea! wor king

~etakeholdeE, I6EAl Boveriment wnits
anﬁNcaIcomz}ersonnal s:muitaneuas

Underwater,
He 'said a fly-by of a;rcraft fmm

different agencies conducting the

Marititne Air Patrol (Marapat) will
be ‘done twice in fiming with the
Singing of national anthem and after
tize program proper concluded,

comrremorating the awarding of the
Philippine Rise by the UN Tribunat
to the Philippines being an integral -
i part of its Exclusive Beonomic Zone

¢ and Extended Continental Sheif S

| Nato said.

leenses to conduch seientific

researchi ifi the _Philippine Rise,
‘believed ‘e have oil and minerals
aslde-from being rick fishing'grotnd.

- while- waving their thll})!:fme fiags -, Roque added that following this

developnient, the President has.
‘ordered the reveestion of all
licenses . given to foreign
‘researchers,

- He clarified that this doss not
mean that foreign researchers were

“totally banned from condueting

“All métivities form part of _%‘aseaxcitmiha Philippine Rise,

- “It's ‘not reafly a han, T guess

i it's jost @ directive that we want
FiHpinns o do it a8 much as

possible. That we're reserving it for
Filipinos,” Roque Sd.ld in an emtiar

“hrisfing. .

~"He (Duter{e)Just said becaise

our sovereign rights in Philippine
- ‘Rise -are unguestioned, we do not

. -need o ghare it mch arsvone A5 of
-now,” ha added, S

(DF8)
; Undersecretarv doel Mentales. ...
“confirmed that “all research had

group-responsible for-the-grant-of -

s 8y
President’s action not only “clearly”
-asserts the country’s soversignty

- nn“the Jiwttgspt-the-Oontinental

Lacson backs Rody's trip -
Sen Panfiio’ Lacson expressed
do:D 5 the

over the underses feature but would
also deber fulure intrasions in the

st resourcevicharea; .

“The problem is in the West

; I’hihppme Sea. Therg isho probiem
“with the Philippine Rise; So i is
better symbolically that e went
there 1o ‘dssert our soversignty
“bhet’s truly ours,” he zaid in an
‘ambush interview at the Senafe,

“We eould not foresee :mayhe

“there are still irjrusions, So i's good
.that he went there,” Latson said,

" Lacson said he dlso supports the
ceremonial send-off for some 50
Filiping scientists who will undertake

“research on the region, .

4] think it's good that the
President himsalf ‘went there and
brought along researchersto really
assert very clearly that hey, thisis

arl t_timc}i w”’ Lacson

Blse camai;wameks aftér hé vowad
" #0 wge wal of any’ Horeign nation
that friesito: ‘seize -control: af

?hkhppme temtcry .
- The United Nations Csmmmsmn

Shelf miled on April: 12, 2012 that

_ the thizppme ‘Rise'is part-of the -

PR Uruling granted ke

__Philippines the sole mghts to
~-explore and exploit resaurcas itrthe -

underses platea - _With ?ﬁn
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"By bELDN ?’GRCALLA

. Membets of the HO!J!:&’ Uf_
Representatives challenged
yesterday Department of the.
“lnterior and Local Govern~’
~1ment (DILG) Undersecretary

' “The DILG should know bet-
: tel and be’ prepared to prevent
‘or even mitigate these things
- fromhappening priof to the

“plections throtigh a vigorous
“information drive about the

_non-partisan tiature of }zaxan—'

~gay elections,” he said.

- Another militant iawmaker,

“Rep.Emni de Jesus of women's

' proup'Gabriela, said itwould be

- unfair if Difio would not sup-
" porthis staternent with concrete
~ action because this suggests that

: .aﬂ mem'bers Of the Hau'ee are

“Martir 'Bmc)m :demfy

-congréssmen who allegedly
“engaged fnelectionceting dur-
Jng last Monday’s barangay
and Sangpundang Kabamavf
: o {}f pa:tydmt Akba}fan
1 think Difio ould Iei" his

_1{51\} elettons.

- Zens claiming that &t least 100
“lawmakers were involved in
- vote-buying and ‘other illegal
“activities during the elecs
tHon season, these should be
~substantiated by concrete evi-
dengce before they are nared.
A0therwise, if would be

unfair to {these lawmakers),”

“he said in a phfme interview
}rec:terday :

~Difto said he 1135 enter~
tazned all complaints:sent to

Pouth; by ﬁimg caségs agamqt_ )
these who viclated elestion
laws'in the recent barangay
‘pulls” said Rep. Tom Vﬂi&rm'

CTurn te Pa:m a':-

o TheDILG officia] admitted
L thatwhile'he has received text
~ messages from concerned citi--

- The candidates woh the.
eiecmon, bt Bspino claimed

“that.cases for vidlation-of the
:Otnnibus Election Code have
“beeri filed against them.

- Meznwhile, mghtmc;deﬁtq '
of vote 'buying in Western

f_‘xfibayas are now subjéct of an
‘vestigation by the Commis-

sion on Electlons {Comelec)

-and the PNP..:

Peaceft&& gmils,
©. good turnout

The DiL Gyesterdaylauéed :
over 1, 000 police officers wht

. agaifuin.corrupting.
; ertcmg the outcome of the poils..
v sBbenate President Aquiline .

- Pimeritel T asked yesterday ther
CDILG S goaftercandidates ab-

~.anomalies. (Trape or tra dih{}ﬂ&] .
- politicians are at) work again,”
“she sdid, implying that these

- politicians have succeeded once
and inflos

hzaofﬁm adding that:they

" President Duterte shouid have
‘set an examiple “by. partm;pat—
‘ing in political processes,”.

legedi involved invotebuying

and other electaonmreia‘ted viola-- '.

ions.

investigations but just undér-
‘take “immediate action” based

~on the evidence it has against
the alleged violators,. -

- He said it would be best 1f"_
“the DILG filed charges o st

an example to candidates in
“the'coming elections and "‘E@ach
‘them a lesson.” :

. "Whether parhfmate or not _
it doesn’t rhatter. If there are
violations of election law, _fsie _

cases, " Pimeritel said.

- ADifio, for -his part, sa:d e
“would first gather more evi--
“dence before naming the lavwe- -
rakers allegedly mvolvedin
vote-buying and other ﬂiegal;

ac:hvxtxeq

: “Pimentel said the DILG
 shotld not tatry by conducting:

~H apparent refererreto e

Chlef Execut;ve 5 dem%mn 10

:served as board o
. teiie:rs (BETa)m theeloclions. ... . ...

Gaﬁr A}eyano g concemed :

twn, but the decision not to
-wote i the barangay and SK -
“elections senids a message of
undsermmmg the- s:gmﬁcance

of the basic democratm prac—'

t;ce ‘suffrage,” he said.

- Asthis developed, two re-

e}ectmmst barangay chairmen

- inCagayan are facing ifvesti-:
- gations before the Comelec for -
“allegedly buying votesin the

~towns of Gonzaga and Aparri. -
Philippine National Po- .

hc:e {PNP Region 2 director:.

“Chief Supt. Mario Espinosaid
Arturo Alvarez and Nem-
esio Furagganan of Sta. Cruz, -

‘Gonzaga and Dodan, AparTi, ...

respectively, were accused of
distributing P300 0 P500 on -
the evé and -early mormng
‘hours of election day.

o

& .
ness of the PNF personinel -
who served] as BET members.
across the country .are ad-
mirable and Worthy of igorme
mendaﬁrm,” PILEH ofﬁcer—m— e e
charge Eduardo Afio said ina .

“Heers served as BETs
-danab; Cordillera Admmmtra— -
tive Region and Calabarzon;
~when the assignéd teachers.
fajled to report or backed out”

“becausé of secutity problems.

Quezon - City Rep Alfred
Varn'as, meantime, congrai—u» )

: Jated all the winners of the:
baranffay and SK elegtions::

#Remember that (you) were'

' chosen by your constituents -

“based, on yout platform of
government -and upholding
democracy in the 42,000 baran-

*gays in the country,” he said.” -

“- For its part, the Comelec

" yesterday described the voter-
“turnout in dast Monday’ ] r—:Iec— :

hons s “good.”

Bot Comelec acting cha1r~
man Al Pairefiocotld not pro-
vide figures, clairting that they
-were still collating data from

O B




Treld omices as of press tume,

o ldontwanttogiverume

" bers {imnless we have validated
them,” he said in a press confer-
encelatedast Monday, -
.F'or_’hi%ﬁeart, LComelec com-

- missioner Sheriff Abas suspected”
“a possible‘failure of elections in -
& ‘polling ‘precinct in Norfhem
_Samar. The pall body, however,
added that they are waiting for

- reports from its feld officers,
- .The proclariation of win-_

ning candidates was slightly -

~slower ‘than expécted,: an‘of-.

“ficial of the Comelét revealed
esterday:
~"We werte optimistic with -
our’projections that a-major-
ity of proclamations would be
done within {election day) but
then again, it’s still within the
time frame of upto 32 hours
after the elections,” Comelec

have been prodaimed. -
. While the barangay and 5K
polis were generally peaceful,

11 when we placed the entire

PNP under full alert fo dstimo”
election duties,” he added. .~

« - Albayalde said they wenid
continue to perform their duties
s deputies of the Comelec until
the'end of the election period
onMay 21, Ll

- Armned Forces of the Philip.
Emes {AFP) spokesman Col. -

dgard ‘Arevalo agresd with

Albayalde, declaring that the-

conduct of elections was peace-

. Arevalo added that “io ma-

jor incidenthad transpired that

could have distupted the: elec- -

Hon proeess.”. «n
e AFP Northern Luzon

Commarnd (Nolcom) confirmed

Arevalo’sassessment yesterday,

‘saying the polls in all regions -
north -of Metro ‘Manila were
“generally peaceful ” ©
Lodntastatement, Nolcom
added that its forces were “de. -

Ay

“Tha omeiecwa expectmg
thatby 8 pin last might, all of -
the winning -candidates ﬁ;hali '

iyl

teputized by t

the security of polling places

‘and safety of voters™ =
I the Autdnemons Region ©

ed in strategic {ocations
efComelec): .
.concerned agencies, fo ensure

o -the BNIP has Tecorded 57 violent
incidentsbelicved rélaiedm fche_f :

elections since April 14.-
- But PNP chief:

erl Oscar Albayalde said elec-

Honday was successful with the

security coverape they provided
atthe polling precincts.

- "We carysay now thatitwasa’
really big success. Gur country-
men were able to vote property
without threats to-them,” he

said in anews briefing at Carip

- Crame yesterday. o

. “I'm personally satisfied
with the putcomeof all election

security .operations by PNP

“anits despite the Jong duty
hours that commenced last May

sue certificates of recognition to

--thitesf.négaﬁveiféf-__" 1ge
Kirby Abdullah; fegional
secretary of the DILG- R

Yyesterday said winners also

need to submit their state- -
merits of assets, Habilities and -
‘et worth, personal data sheets

and copies of certificate of poll
canvass authenticated by elec-

ton officials in their Provinces,
— With Pacio Romiero, Sheils -

Crisostomo, Ding Cervantes,
Raymund Catindig, John Ua-
son, Ramon Lazars, Pmrharnie!
‘Fapas, Jennifer Rendon -

s Muslirn Mindanao AARMM;
the DILG said it would only &

- Slectedbatangay ard SKofficials - -
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By EDITH REGALADG . -

s A

- DAVAO:CITY. ~ Not want:
ing to offend any of those

vying for barangay chairman
. who are all his friends and
[ “supporters, President Duterte
decided to skip Monday's
elections. B

minds of the voters who re-
| ally helped me, so I did not
. vote. Almost all were my sup-
porters during the last elec-
tions and they would never
believe that I voted for them
and not for others. 1 think the
better option would be to skip
the voting, I don’t want them

© “To erase suspicion in the

took the post only last year

after former chairman Angela
‘Irinidad was appointed labor
attaché of the Philippine em-
bassy in Washington. .~

Although he did not vote,
Duterte was quick to point out
that he was alse busy moni-
toring the barangay elections
«the first one under his admin-
istration ~ all over the country
“using 50 many gadgets.”

Speaker Pantaleon Alve-
rez said there is no criminal
or even administrative sanc-
tion for the President’s failure
‘to cast his vote in Monday’s
alections, -

..Mt is not a problem atall, .

~to suspect me {of favoring ane

before dawn yesterday.

Crossing, where Duterte is a

and incumbent village chief
Cindy Colina-Sy. The President
is listed Under Cluster 889 of
Precinct 1245-A at the Danie]
Aguinaido National High
School,

Santes won over Sy, who

“Voting is yourso
and privilege and it siup itors
ou io exercise if or not,” Al - : &
- .electiof period started on Aprl
14, Of that number, seven were

-l reother),” he told report-.

i ersonthe sidelines of his visit -y
o the wake of former Senate’
-president Bdgardo Angara

The post for barangay cap-
‘taln-invBarangay 74sA Matirg—

... Fegistered voter, was contested .
| by formeér chaitmanJoel Santes

ign g

varez told The STAR.

" Healsosaid it does riot mat-
“ter if one is a'public-official as

it is neither mandatory nor an

:iaarangéy and 8K 'fiéiié ‘and
 praised agencies and private
groups wha worked to efisite

the ‘peaceful conduct of the

-~ plections.

“The Palace wishes to ";r;:dn—
gratulate all the duly elected
barangay and Sangguniang

Kabataan officials. This is the
Airst democratic electoral exer-

-cise under the Duterte-admin-
istration. We thank everyone
for the full cooperation in en-
sufing that the 2018 elections. .
‘wouldbe peacefil and orderly
in all regions of the couniry,”
presidential spokesman Harry
Roque said at a press briefing.

ction Menitoring Action
Lenter; Roglie-aid: there wire
47:cases: of viclenée since the

confirmed tobe election-related.
“There were no serious

‘obligatior for e,
“So what if you are a public

official?. It is not.an obligation. -

what if they would oy y}é "
Alvarez added, i

" Alvarez said theré are g~

tifiable causes for one not to

vote, including sickness.
Meanwhile, Malacafiang

greeted the winners of the

threats monitored by the
Armed Forces of the Philip-

pinesin regard.to thecondact - -

for every public official. 5o of elections: Nonetheless, the -

contingency measurés were

laid out, including the deploy-

ment of sufficient nizmber of
spedcially trained and equipped
AFT personnel in Comelec-
identified threat areas,” Raque
added. —With Alexis Romero

itingdata from the National -




- “The Philippine government adviced

| ~city carly this week, - -

| The Department of Foreigr Affairs -

{DFA) said the Philippine Embassy in Ja-
" Tarta is in touch with ;

- mormalizgs” - B
"/ 'While it ‘has not réceived any fiforma.”

~tion i’mm".thé*EmbaSSy{thaf%uld indicate”

-any Filipingcasyalties in'the bombings, the'

monitorfhe situationin "Surab_ay_a, aport ity

| and capital of provisice

 yesterday the more than 250 Filipinos who
dre situated in Surabaya to temain vigilant
: _faﬂnwng‘fthe--séﬁas"bf ﬂea‘dl_}tsuidideﬁébomb—'{ G

ch with members of the Fili-
'’ pine comimunity in Surabaya urging them .
" to“dimit their movement until the situetion

- As of January 20

police officers and six
edly killed in the attack, - k
~:Meanwhile, the Armed: Forces «of the
(AFP) Tuesday said that it is
ensure that the terpor-
‘is‘tattacks‘inJndonesia-vviﬂ-ne_t'happ'ez_ihére

Philippinies
- exerting all efforts to

000 Filipinas in Tnd

Ing under the managerial
technical categories. -
- Reports showed that on
Series. ‘bomib- ing, one family brought its 8
~ings that rockéd Indonesia’s secondiargest - daughter 6 conduct 4 suicide bombing on
it TR oo Surabaye'spolice station: .-

*

there are more than
nesia, mosty work-
s professiorialiand -

day mora-
~year-old

. While the girlxﬁiraeﬁlaixs_lyéizb%ﬁ%e‘ﬂ, fouz
civilians were report:
o e

itithe country, .-

. Toreign affairs office said i win coritinue to gard ‘Ar

)

' AFP Spokesman Mari
evalo made the remark following

ne Colonel Bd-
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failed tospot——
this fake news?

BY VICTOR REvEs

ARMED Forces chief Gen, Car-
lito Gatver said a recent manifes-
0, supposedly issued by disgrun-
ted soldiers, probably came from
2 tivilian pPropagandist to desta.
bilize the Duterre administration,

“Most of those people who
want to destabilize or criticize the
government will do everything,
even deception. T hey will deceive
the people o that they can gain
some (support),” said Galves,

“What is the intention of that?
IPs really to deceive People so
that they will feef thay the soldiers
are discontented.. We betieve it
came from 3 Propagandist who is
a civilian,” added Galvey,

The manifests was posted on
the Facebool page of one Steye

~"Bissident"‘on'Mai} 7. The manifes-

'O purportediy came fromoffic. oo
rers al snldiess o the Southern
Command or Southeom,
The AFP: Southern  Com-
mand, based in Zambaanga City,
was actually dissolved ip 2008,
paving the wav for the establish, ... . .
MRt of "the Western Mindanao

Command thar took over the
.. beadquarters of Southern - Com. .-
~mand “znd - Basiern Mindanag
Command in Davaa City,
The officers and soldiers of
Southern Command said they have
withdzawn their support from “this
fake povernance of Mister Du-
terte.” They called on other anits of
the AFP ta join them and  heed the
call of the people. ?/'“ E
Galvez said the soldiers’ morale
is high, noting the President has
shown he really cared for the sol
diers, .
#

—




Trﬂyak i AFF’ Chle’f nf .

“Slaft Gen. Carlity Galvez ra
“mananatiing tapat sa lide-
~rate i Pangulong :Duterte
ang 125,000 malakas na
puwersa ng Amad Forees

.oﬁhe Philippines. -
sty sa girla nainshy:

-'-.kuma!at fia bakfa sa Fate-
book post muld umane sa

mga-amdalo ng Southem -

Commang” ha dismayado -
sa pamamalakad Hi Pa-:

‘ngullorig Duterte ne umanoy
‘kakalas na ng suporia;:
+-*Hs fake, s fake ba-
cause thers is 1o Bouth-
Cori that exist and at the
-sametime the currert con-

ditons or the morale of the

Filipino soldiers is much

-different,” ani Gaivez sa

mediamen,

Sinabi ni Galver na
walang dahflan para iu-
malas sifa ng suporta sa
Commanger-in-Chisf dahii
i:inak:llinga nito af pinag-

BN Kapa:,

“kanan ng fmga surdalo,
‘Una na o ang mataas na _
T AImeNG Ba Sawelde:

“The President has a

__gnod relationship with sol-
- thiers, especialiy those who
“sare wounded and Staying in
“hospiials, He (even) stayed
~for 10 mingtes talking with
~the-soldiers: He-alsy gwes' ——

Jbenefits to nur soldiers.” anj
g .G_a ver,

'ngocf dito ay paty-:

' 1o -ang pagpapitupad
i ‘Pangulong ‘Bulere rig-

modsarmisasyon ng AFP

partiilar na sa kanitang
" mgs.armas at iba pang

Kagamitang pandngma Loy

Can!us) o v
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. pom ‘peace talks between
" the goverfiment ‘and commu
“nist rebels pleaded for the re-

ease’ ‘on’ humamtarian grounds

-~ ofa rebel Teader captured while

. Jeasing Zaldy Cafete, alias Ka

Jinggﬂy, woild’ "help buﬂd the .

" track of peace talks”

. Aglipayan B:shcp Hamuel '
Teguies, oné of the’ teaders of

"EfP, said E}P nembers saw pic-

" tyres of ‘Cafete that showed

. #hie ‘rebel leader to be c:;txcaily
' weundeﬁ L

Cafiete, Teports sazd Was' '
woundeé in'a clash with gnvem« :
' soicﬁersmf(xmntao Bukid-

fring: treamnent fari_

}astme and Peace (EIP) “yaid re- :

48thfounding annzversary of Commiinist] Pa t
Fhilf;)pmes o’ Dec 26 2016wannavouﬁ?mn ;

Convem:mn and Intematzonsl

i ‘Humanitariar- Law {IHL)- pro=
“wounded - combatants _
_from atta‘tks as they are dnca-.

Srect

" "Those wounded m combat,
Teqmes said, ‘should be “ac-
“corded rights'to medical care”
o Capfuring Canete "wouid
constitute a serivus breach” of
the Geneva Convention, which

©.governs the conduct of oppo-

nents in'war, and [HL, an inter-
- -nationallaw, Teguies said.

" non pmvmce Ias week and Was' -

) .

' spokesperson for the milttary’s -
“Eastern” Mindanao Command -
- (Eastmincom) based here, said’

; ,‘,_mnxe 1mpnrtanﬂy‘ to bnng
~forth confidence ‘in the peace’
“talks” wouid be :me step cicser“

Cafiete wag not bemg hefd m

.-prison.

“Was he deprzved of medxﬂ
cal attention?” said Balagtey.:

.. He said Lt Ga_n_._Benjamin

- cm“" ’Pltaa, A

.placed the late New 'Pespla :
Army [NPA) r:ommander Leon- stla

pr{:vmces and Davao City.

. e ks 0T
o The ‘NPA ‘unit ﬂperates in !
" Bukidnon and Davaa del Norte ©

-Balagtey said Cafiete faced_ '
4 strmg of murder ‘and arson’
* charges diie to his group’s at--
‘Tacks on govermument forces,'-

Ceiviliang and -busiiiesses ™ in
‘Pavao’ «Cit*y parhcular[y the :

e, "'the mxixmry spekespemon

added

“Tha separate statement"
" NPA in “Southern Mindanao -

quesﬁaned ‘the arrest of

Cahete.

Rxgcbeﬁ:& Sanc:hez NPA m-"
gionai spokesperson, said the :

"_'.-Rangers Battalion in Laak
_ j__.town, Campaste}a Vaﬂey '

ki

Hnwever he was able 1o
Jump bail sometima 2013and -
~went back to i'he ter or graup," o
Balagteysaid, . -

“The dwrest of Jin oy and
" his- evgntuai prosecution ‘will. -~
| 'nOW give justice Yo the victiris
of his many atrocifies” Madz‘3~ :
gai saxd -m.mmw.qa INQ
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- Soldier sﬁam in clash with NPA rabe&s

- People’s Army (NI

e follcwmg the clash.’

A soldier was kﬁ}é{_i iri an ‘ericounter with suspected ’\Iew
bels in Generai Nakar, Quez{m :m

Mcnday o
ZThe fatalzty WAL zdantzfxed aa_Sgt Iﬁn Ray:_Samﬂianu : 1

“Two rebels, who y;elded

GenAmlfo: Eurgas, 202nd In%antry Dnnsmn commnd~

e, said the clash occurred wheri soldiers of the Zné TJungle -
- Fighter Company were deployed in Batangay Umiray aﬁ:er
: -recewmg reporis arthe §;gbﬂng of commurist rebels.

N ~Ed Amoroso, Mu:heﬂe Znieta

e




Cdna 0minite. gunbatile with-

o “New People's Ariny (NPA) guer- -
. rillas in this town- last Mcnday_

_ :af{emoon

i The Seuthery i,.uzon ‘Comi- -
-'manc} (BOLCOM) reported the

- death of one “Sergeant Samil-

Tane” wiio was part-of the 2nd -

- Jungle Fighter Company ~a

platoon from the army’s 80th Th-

- “fantry of the Battalion ~ thatén-

countered about 15 armed NPA

L tcﬂm*zsfs €€ 3:45 p.m. Monday,
- The'troopers,led by 2nd

Lieutenant Candog, eﬂgaged_- 5
the ‘Commumis NPA Terrop:

GENERAL NAKAR, Quezon
-An army sergeatitwas killed-

It

5 L;butan and Sﬂ:m Panagsaan in
: Barangay ﬂmiray, ‘here] wihils”
. on'a mission to verify civilian.

'reports ‘of NPA forces cenverg—

" ing in the village.

" “The exchange of gunfare
‘lasted for' 30 minutes that re-
‘sulted to the death of one of the
“troops, while {there are) unde-

termined number of casualties
on:the scampering ‘enemies
‘based.on the traces of bloot-
staing,” said Brigadier Gen:

‘202nd Brigade, :

-eral Arnnlfo Marcelo Burgos:
- the Commander of the Army’s

-Burgos said twd guerrlllas"
were ‘captired fal;omng thp_'__

S u,I%us) A be‘cween Smo

encounter. j e

9

>

.}




Militar vs NPA: Sundalo dedo, 2 huli

isang sundalo ang napasiang habang daiaveang mivernbro
ng New People’s Army (NPA} ang nadakip sa bakbakan sa
pagitan ng tropa ng pamatalaan at ng formunistang grupe se

Brgy. Umiray, Genaral Makar, Luezon =a mismong aaw ng

-glekayong pambarangay kamakalawa Ayan kay Captain” Pat-

fick Jay Retumban, Spokesiman gas rifantry Divisiofr D) ng -

B Army, bandang alas-3:45 ng hapon nang magsimula ang”
.40 minufong bakbaken 9a nasabing luger. Sa ulat ni Brig. Gen.

“Amilfs Marcsto Burgos, Commander ng Ammy's 202% Infantry
‘Brigadie, kasalukuyang negsasagawa ng combat operation ang -

#ropa ng mga sundalo sa liblib nalugar nang magabatang 15
terrorsts mila sa Guerlia Front Cesar ng NPA, Samantale, ban-
dang aizs-5 ng hapon nang yaagkaroon rridi ng palitan ng putok
ang triagkabilany paniy begama't wala namang nasugatan sa

- imsidante, Narekober sa lugar ang dalawang sholgun, back packs

at miga subersibong dokumento. Hfoy Cantos/Tony Sandoval)

&L{‘
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Severed finger : fmmd ameng ﬁreérmé left
behmd ’by ﬁemng NPAS

403nd Infahtry I%mgade imops re:
coverad the index finger, believed
. 1o be from a wounded ferrorist,

I)AVAO CITY Troops recov{__. . alongside an Mi18 rifle and an M203

- .ered aseversdindex finger among

‘the cache of arms left: behind by
retreating New People’s Army:

- (NPA) terrorists, whose attackon

- a filitia patrol base was repulsed ©
by -the military in Sinacungan,

EsAperanza} Agusan del Sur, early
Monday.

Ax:‘cordmg to Brxg G&n Franco

grenade launicher-diring the. ciear— '

mg operationstwo hours fater-

-The incident ihreatened to

‘delay the Barangay and Sang-

guniang Kabataan elections inthe .
area, until {roops arr;ved 1o thwart

‘the NPA threat.

There were 1o gcvernment

-casuslties.

ﬁemesm Gacal, Cammander of

Troops were able to recever

one MIE rifle’ and one M203 ;zre~_.-_:_

vesterdav

Tade Tauncher with an index finger =
_-:ito_ be thatofia, wounded;.:;::..

_..helie
‘NPA. : .
- The mliztary was also abie 1o’
scuttle an attempl by the NPA 1o
“burn construction equipment in -
‘Sitio ‘Miaray, ‘Barangay Manda- _

Ingente told The Manz;a Bui—' :

fantry Battalion (8th IB) engaged -

--anundetermined number of Com- -~

rnigt terrorists, who were about -
to sel ablaze some’ constructmn -
equipment.in Miaway ares.” '

hican-in-Cabanglasan; Bukidson;

according to Li. Tere Ingente,
chief of the Public Affairs Office..

HPAGY of the Nt;rtheastem and_

‘Nerthern Mindanao Fousrth Infan-
try {Diamond) Division -(5th Im

~UFrem the informafion revealed

hy the loeals, the NPA terrorists
Ahreatened to.burmn the eqmpment; e
belonging to Ulticon Buildersincor-

porated (UBI) inthe area,”. stressed >

the 4th ID PAO officer ;}{ L

Iétxn thattroops of-the F ERBR T v
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NPA violates selt-imposed

BY VICTOR REYES

NEW People’s Army rebels violated the
ceascfire they declared for the barangay and
Sanguniang Kabataan elections in Eastern
Mindanzo by aracking a0 Army detach-
ment in Esperanza town in Agusan del Sur
duting the voting on Monday,

No one was killed or mjured in dhe anack
but it delayed the clection in batangav Sta.
cungan, said Maj. Ezra Balagter, spokesman
of the military’s Fastern Mindanao Com-
mand based in Davao Ciry,

Balagtey said an undetermined pumber of
rebels attacked the detachment, manned b
Cafgn forces, around 4 a.m. Monday. He said
the two sides maded fire for twn hours, undi
the insurgents withdrew,

Balagtey said the attacked “caused the
delay of the vodng but the Hoops imme-
diately restored notmalcy and allowed the

: .‘-stan.-.afmelec-dons-m“rhe"ai‘&a‘ia-‘ﬁt‘dé“lﬁit" Iate”

than the supposed time of opening.”

o During cleating operations, Bithgtev sid

soldiers recovered at the enconunter gite an
M16 rifie and one M203 grenade launchey
with an index finger helieved 1o he that of
2 wounded NPA rehel,

Before the election, NPA-Northern
Eastern Mindanao Region spokesman Ar-
iel Montero said they observed ceasefire in
the region from May 14 up o 18 “in def-
erence to the people’s rght to vote freel .

Eastmincom chief Lt Gen Benjamin
Madrigal lashed at the NPA for violating
their own rruce.

In Quezon, a soldier was killed follow-
ing a clash with NPA rebels who were said
1o be planning o sabotage the elections in
Barangay Umiray in General Nakar town
around 345 pm, Monday,

Capt. Patrick Jay Retumban, spokesman
of the A’y 2nd Infantry Division in
Rizal, said troops from the 30204 Brigade

_were deploved 1o conduet. operations-afe

ter receiving reports that o group of rebeis

.. Was planning to sabotage the election in
the bararigay.

EXplOsions Hreurre

fuce fOfbé;fé;ﬁgaﬁ SK polls

Retumnban said soldiers caught up with
about 15 tebels, leading to 2 30-minute
firefight. He said the sebels withdrew bt
Were again engaged by soldiers in 4 five-
minute clash about an hoyr later.

A soldier died in the first firefighs, The
military declined 0 name the soldier,
pending the notfication of his farnily,

On the NPA side, Retumban said WO of
the rebels were captured during the firss en:
counter. Soidiers also recovered two shot-
guns, backpacks and rebel documents,

Retumban szid ather tebels may have
been killed or mjured “based on traces of
blood.”

He suid the electon process in the
barangay proceeded as scheduled despire
the clash. v

In Maguindanao, AFP spokesman Coj,

Edgard Arevalo said 1wo DM203, grenade. o nmnd;

i Datu Unsay and
Paglar fowns before noon. and.before.3

P Moniday, respectively, delaying the

elections.

e
e
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By E}ELON PORCALLA'-V' L

A S A B

peeas

" Islamic state in Mindanao,

- The House committee onlocal
government voted 32-3 while
two more panels ~ the commit-’

tee on Muslim affairs and the
special panel on peace, recon-
ciliation and unity — voted 273
each in favor of House Bill 6475

. which abolishes the Aulonomous ™
Region in Muslim Mindanao

. AARMM).

S has been stated that the
‘ ARMM is a failed experiment
" of the administration of the iate

M__jCorquumo B

-Pabls Bondoc, who is also with

" the Hotuse rules commitiee, as- o
approva} of BBL would pave the

~-sured Reps..Celso Lobregat of
- Zamboanga and Abdullah Khalid

I nDimapem andhis sonMohamad,..

both of Lanao dal Norte, that

- 'mendmﬁmts would be allawed
i the bill.

‘Ajoint commitiee of the Housa e
of Representatives yesterday ap-
“proved the proposed Bangsam-
.-oro Basic Law {BBL) that will pro- .
- vide an autonomiols and separate

‘Sangcopan ~ chair §
comumitieon peace,; ‘
and unity — expresseditio ge that
President Duterte. W{ml

' Deputy Majority Leader: ]uani':?:_

© “There wd} be no attempt to
muzzie you. Amendments wiil

bealiowed at the ‘proper fime; in
the caticuses.and in plenary. Oth-:

ot

“erwise, it would be verg messy

Bondocsaid: -
AnakMindariao' R?:p Amhﬁda

wertify

the BBL as urgent and sign z‘c"mto

June 1.

“This will be & best gift fcr us

as 'we celebrate the Holy Muslim

" month of Ramadan, Sangcopan

said.
. Camarines Sur Rep. LRay Villa-

president.and.. democracy xr;onr‘»é_fuerte said boththe Senate and the .

House should conduct ”marathc:a

sessionstito: speed up ‘passage of-

the BBL.
Villafuerte said fast-tracking the

way for Duterte’s vision for the

_long, elusive peace.in Mindafao. ..

and rapid economic development,

S R R R

the House:
eiifation’

espemally in’ i:he region s poonest
- ‘provinces.

Duterte said the passage of the

Bt should be. priogitized as he

i getting tired of trying to solve

“the. langsta;;&mg conflict in Min-
'danao S

to° zmple-

'men‘c the: 2(511’; Cotmprehensive

Agreement on the Bangsamoro,
the peace deal signed between the

_government and the Moro isiam;c
- Liberation Front (MILF), -

Both the MIL? and the' Mnm

law before Congress ad}oumsm Natxonal leéi‘ahon Eront (MNLE)

Have peace deals with the govern-

‘ment, although. mzhtary opera-
“tions continue against extremist

groups like.the Bangsamoro Is-
lamic Fréedom Fighters and the

-Abu Sayyaf bandit group. -

«The.proposed-BBL seeks o~
create a new Bangsamoro po-

Sivical entity with enhanced*“"""
autonomy,

Duterte has warned that fail-
fure to enact the measure would
‘worsen the problem in Mindanao

and provide terroristsan excuseto
recruit members, A

i R e O s o




LA House joint :péne_; ‘approved
~yesterday the committee repovt

theplenary oo o
~ - The measure, designated as
- House Bill (HE) No.6475, was adopted

Tuesday or during the resumption
of sessions right after the summer
‘break, are the House Committess on
Tibcal ‘Government, Muslim Affairs,
and the Special Committee on Peace,

‘Reconciliation and Unity -

© . ‘Quezon City 6th District Rep.

. .6u Spesker Pantaleon Alvirazs
 proposed Bangsamoro Basie Law- .
BL), thus paving the way for the "
ndmarkmeasure's apjiroval befors -

- bythe three-committee joint panel vig
separate votinig (2-1) Iast April 16. S
_-..The panels, whish et again

" Muslim Affairs, and the Pesce, Ree-
-onciliation and Unity panels afi gave
_ their nod to the commitlee reportvig
individual vote tallies 0 32-3 (yes-no),
27-3, and 27.3, respectively,
-~ “The committee reportis nowap:

: s whopresided

- over thejoint hearing, - T
-, Itcan be recalled that during
.the April 316 voling of the joint body,
. the Mnuslim Affairs and the Peace,
- Reconciliation and UTnity patiels
favoredithe adeption'of HE No. 6475, .

provedby the three commitiess 807

-declared Local Government pang;ff;f while the Loc%I/Govemm'ent panel
chairman, South Cotabato Ist distriet Crefected it ¥ S

Jose Christopher Bel

" Intheend, theT.ocal

overnment,




2o {PDP-Laban, Lanao del Norte) that theywill e’
E e e e T e :-a]]owedtz}pmposc‘:damenémmtswhemthebiu
__-AZJOIN'T committee ‘of -the House of ‘Rep- 7 reaches the plepary. o e
resentatives yesterday endorsed for plenary : Li be no
Approval the proposed Bangsamoro Basic Law, - muzzle or estoppel you, We x'mll not seek to
swhich seels t replace the Amonomouns Region - muzzle vou. Amendments will deﬁmt&iy be

‘in'Muslim Mindanao with 2 new muonomons  allowed at the proper fime ~ in the caucuges
' : : and in plenary. Because otherwisé, it would be”

- very messy,” the Pampanpa congressman said,

. BYWENDELLVIGWA

region: R BTG S
. The House joint cammittees on local govern-
thient, on Muslim affairs and the special pane] on
peace, reconciliafon and unit vored 1o a_dop:_its
comimittee report on Fouse Bill No. 6475 prin-
cipally zuthored by Spezker Pantaleon Alvarelz,
-The local government panel voted 32-3 in
favor of the measare while the House com-
ruttee on Muslim affzire and the House special
‘panel on peace, reconciliation and unity both
vored 27-3 in favor of the comminee reporr,
- Last April 16, the joint panel voted 2°1 to ap- . for P e vision to
. prove the bill, a priority.measure of '_;h_g Dugerre .. achieve peaceinMindanao andtapid economic .

anao} said the bilf's passage will be the “besy gift
for us as we celebrace the Holy
of Ramadan.

measure,” Sanpeopan added, :
Rep. Iuis Ravmond Villafoerse {NT, Camna-

clear the way for President Duzerte’s vision to -

adehinistraton. ..R,Od '}f..F" L y lopme;
+i-House tajority leader Rodolfo Fasifias said  provinces. S :
the House: ojf Representazives will approve .- . Last September, Alvarer led the ﬁhngo{-: HB:
the teasore brthe end of the month, before © No. 6475 hased on the Baggsamom thansxuon'_
Cohgress--a'dioiims sine die. - Commissions (BTC) version of thebm
w..‘,...,:;:;;Eﬂiﬁggi.'sﬁjd‘a;eaﬁ-eusv\vil}%ééwhéld3nsxt¢wet§:w W“""I"‘he*'mea'sure""S'E'ékﬁ'“t‘é“'?fﬁﬁ"&*é'”for the BBL
“not“only fo allow congressmien to air cheir 0 !

.joppdsiﬁon_:-mst}mé provisions of the bill bur ___A;z__?)i}__o_:t_,__(_:z_m_;_lﬁ_ An.Actto Srengthen a
also to find 2 “conimon ground” before the kil Expand the Ofganic Act for the Atironame _
reaches plenary deliberations. 1 a o7 Region in Muslim Mindaneo™ snd RA 6374en.
-4 the hearing] deputy majority leader Juan .
‘Pablo Bondot assured Reps. Celso Lobregat .
LD :Zamboanga) -and Reps. . Abduliah Di-

the Autorinmous Repion it Muslim Mindatias”
i The proposal provides for the retention of

maporoand son Mohamad Khalid Dimaporo . the central government’s‘power and conteel B

- “Don’t worry; thete will be no atrempt zo o
~and legitimacy of the cavseof the Bangsami,,

“secure their iden tity and posterizy and allow

Rep. Amihilda Sangeopan: (PL, Anak Mind- :

“We are grateful about the assurance ‘and o
sapport for the swift passage of the peace

tines Sur).said the measure’s.enactment fwonld -
‘agpects, and normalization,” it sadd, .o
Ttwas Deputr Speaker Bai Sandra Semz whi

development, especially in the island’s poorest ¢

and abolish the ARMM by repeaiing Republic © -
“An Actito Strengthen.and -

ted "An.Act Providing for an Organic Acefor .-
. Rep. ' Gloria Mucapagal-Arroyo {PDP-Laban,
- Pampanga) and Rep, Muhamad Khilid Di-

er defense and external sﬁéﬁﬁw;_ o
“The purpose of this Basic Law Waestabliah

- apolitical endry, provide for its basic Stucture

of ‘government in Tecognition 6f rhe é“&*%ss

‘people and their aspiration 1o chart their polid s
cal future through » democeatic process tharwill
for-
‘meaningful governance,” the bill sgid,

% The bill prescribes the design “for the continug-
- Bon2nd improvement of vl reforms Itroduced
Muslim month ©

S A0 Thig restructred entity will enhance exiss.

by the currenr government of the ARMM,”

ing systerms and procedures, as well a3 establish
anew set of instimrional arrangements and
modaities berween the centtal governmentand
the autonomous government

with respectro.

“theshasing 6 weaith 564 revenues, mansitional

taised the omnibus motion seeking 1 approve
the Speaker's version of the bill even if jr meant

“ that the working draft, which was the product
~of the commiee’ nationyide consultations,

“was already scrapped. 4

The sub-committee, chaired by Rep. Wilter
Wee Palma 11 {PDP-Labaz, Zamboanga Sibp-

:gav) and represented by avleast Biree members. .
c-eachdrom the fhree corﬁrrﬁt’te‘és’,’tmnc"iip with'”
-2 working draft bill hased on House Bill 6475,

92, 6121 2nd 6263 anthored by:Alvarez, Serma,

mapora (NPC, Lanao del Norte), respectively.




Ch:ef Sapt Rabert Quenery, drrector of i |

: L of the New ?ea;zie sArmv or pmfate armed
IR ' : < group. Butaccardmgtt)ow*ﬂntzalmvesﬁgw' PRO 7, police wili helpin the investigationte -~ -
P ,:CEBUCITYmGevemment fion, it is cerfain that theyare: zmtAbu S‘awa{ - help idextity the- armed or what group they- s
{ forces are pursuingagroup of ~bandits,” said Delfin’ - are affilisted, SR
; ‘armed men following a fire- . The encotister did not affeit the eie{:-:-,".' L Wewill putupafcmtcammandpostmth e
fight early Tuesday morning - tions in-the barangey as ‘winners were - the AFP We will have more checkpoiiits to - -
in BarangayCampagaa Bﬂar proclaimed. B eariy as 2 am .-yeq_‘cerda‘;;"}f- -;mtereept ‘the" fleeing et or: preven!, spﬂ] i
- Bohol,:" --'__'Deiﬁn addad RET Y R NI 'overs saud Quene:y _}, TR
Memhers of the 4?1:}1 #1000 ' St
fa,ntfry Battalion (IR) ware
: pa&’oﬁzngm Campagao arotind
5 8.m. when they chanced
| upon at least 14 armed men,
| driggering o firefight, said
i ‘Brig.Gen. Franciseo Delfin in
| & press conference yesterday
- -al the Police Regional Office
APRO-Central V;sayas H&aﬂ—_ '
quartars e :
The ﬁrei‘:ght Jasted for-'
L #bout. 30 minutes before the
- armed men retreated, said
; Delﬁn assxstant cnmmanéez

'N{) casualues Were re-_
s oLt during the eneoimtass
& but fwo gwernmam iroop-
ok susbmned mzncr gunshof, :
: Wounds =
A certam Cmfporal Campz—
hmos was hit in the right
“““ . .cheek, while one PFC Valola
WA Wz}umied in the ﬁngers
Delfin. Saldei b e

L an Uz sub—machme gun were
*|recovered in the wiea.
- “Weara stxil:denﬁ%g the :
-affiliation of the armed gronp.
| Bohol has been declared as
.msm‘g‘encysiree but we will
| still cheekif theyare members
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-notstay commplacent” Galoes 3§a3€i,‘:‘ﬁddjng a
- military 'ts “very confident” with jrs current
'-countérfterrbrism_-sfforts, LR :
- Oa the Series of ISIS-inspired bomb
“ings in-Indonesis on Sunday angd ‘Monday
~thar left 13 people'dead, Arevalo siid those
s attacks are “something that civilized nations
would condemp,” o

 ISIS Group. *1 befiecs 1. would take Years
“for 3 farawi incident o happen again” said -

victitns of the artacks, which targeted chirches,
1 "On obr'pat in Hie AFE we are iniplernent.
ing ot only becaiise of this incident; our dwn
L Tedsures, efforss ensure that ne-terrorigy
-attack or acvity, similar vo that iy Indonesia,
- will bappen here” saig Arevalo,

pressing its condolences and sympathies to'the
7 “They have beet weikened, greatly weaks
-ened with'the sticeess that we had in Marawi.
The enemy has been weakened (but} we can-'




ear President Duterte, L
. God knows what China ‘will do riext,
Penetrate and sabotage  oir economy?

Own otr inlands and territorial waters? Bat »

our gizzards?

. Despite its “declaration” recognizing our -
feat. But the Filiping pesple put you where you are

-soverelgn rights-over the West Philippine Ses and

its "promise” of desistarice in transforming and mil-

- Itarizitig our other territozies, China js now doing
the exact opposite. Recently, it has instalied anti-

- ship cruise missiles and surface-to-air missile sys- .
- us until the very last drop,

tems on three out of the seven Philippine-claimed

reefs that form part of the disputed Spratly Islands.
It also continues to transform and militarize the _

Kagitingan, Calderon, Burgos, Mabind, Panganiban,

 Zamora, and McKennan rééfs; which comprise our -
~ Kalayaan Group of Islands. _ S
.. When will you come to your serises? R

. When will you stop entertaining and ':be--
friending China? T PV EE
I know that being head of state is fiot an sasy

not to make amess, buf to make sure that you are _

Aaking good care of ther, their progenies, and the
patrimony this young yét prormising countty has, |

Please, do not let China stick the blood sut of

i

' REYNALDOPINYOL,
‘reynaldopinyol6 0@gmail.com
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Part 1 ~ A discordant
foreign policy

4 FF rape is inevitable, vou

might as wefl enjoy it. “This
just about sums up our foreign
policy with regard to the West
Philippine Sea {WPS}. But the

1 inevitable Hag happeied "W arg
_already being raped by China,

And oirr leadership has decided
to struggle and complain only
half-heartedly. In fact, ous lead-
ership has gone out of its way

b shadnen
Others wil} probably contra-
" dict me and say, this is not rape,

Page:

ps.

es (

do anyihing abowt It; and h‘ we
might as well make t%e mast a*’

'est Phili

ppine Sea

ing our refationship with China
as either rape or prosifution.
Dutring PNov's waich, the
Philippines formally brought an
arbitration case against China's
wwerhiorial claims, based on the
so-called ‘nine-dash line’ en-
tompassing almost the whole

This is plain and simple prosti-
tution, a degree of perversion
that is much, much lower. We
are therefore reduced to defin-

to convince us that a) we cant  are

of the Sauth China $¢a wraing
the 5CS into in effect 3 Chinese

take, transgressing territories of
several countries: Vietnam, Rru-
nel, balaysia, Tatwan and the
Philippines. Our country went

. ¢ seek relief from the Perma-

nent Court of Arbitration {PCA)
at The Hague as any civilized
country would do On July 12,
2016, at the sart of President
Duterte's term, the tribunal
decided in the Philippines’ fa-
vor, saying that China's claims

exceed the limis of maritime

entitlements permitted under

Ahe LN Convention onibe Law

of the Sea {(UNCLOS).

In short, Ching's ¢laim to
“historical rights” has no legal
basis whatsoever and that China

46 »Lorenzanahé -




West ?hmp s-igne_s-ea; -

= Eand d "exchisive c:mtmi" ‘over’ economu:

has v1olated the Phliippmes soverelgn nghts
China-did not participate in the- proceedmgs_-_: :
and re;ected the ruimg éedarmg Acmrdmg
o) UNCLOS, natmns thave: savere:gnty Over .,
waters extending 12 nautical miles from 1{5'

activitiesin an exc%us:ve f:mn
200 naumai mxles out

The disputed . temiones mdud% Pag-asa

-1err;tones in:the’ Kaia}*’aan aslaud Brotp

Phﬂ:ppmes wxﬂi latge amounis ﬂf ecanomic '

barked qn 4 massive bmid-up of:zs accupxe& |

(Scarbnrough Shoal) in Luzon and the bxgé:_ :

ger Kalayaan island group off Palawan in the -
souzhwestem Phﬂzppxne Par decades, these

for: ﬁshermen from d1fferent nationalities

tontaining no large settlements, until.one - ¢ i'
country after another countries’ laying cﬁazm;:f.:
on these territories, exther by including them

in their national maps or occupying the plice .

physically and- declaring ownership outright. j-j-: ITHTS

The i’hihppmes was tiot entirely innocent in .

this matter as 2 Filipino lawyer Tomas Cloma ..t

declared the “Free Territory of Freedomiand”
in 1956, This declaration triggered unfriendly -
actions from other countries, notably China.

‘Butwedid go'to the Hague and the PCAde-
c;ded in ouzfavor _The mhngpkaced thePh:L ~thatih

Stu&aes {CSIS) siiaw shnrt range mxssa!es i

 place and aircraft flying'in and out ferrying.

personneland. ‘materiel. There is o doubt.of
‘China’so omg mﬂitauzatmn of the,,zslands i
aycla

economic behemoth with’ aimost 1.4 billion

people as a trading partiier and the emetgmg-':}.'

8 -g Sostap ; ;
:formgn pohcy Thas was’ mgarded 453 wise 'addmg that He. tannotj

‘tove 38 this acknowledged the formldable';i.-

War tha:_ih country i
p!er, March 20, 2037) :

'_-needed Jmpaﬁmg the ‘build,
fprotocols it was also made clear to Amenca’-'_
‘that otir century’s 6ld special relations must -
‘undefgo changes that must respond fo the'_;; ._
-ever-changing geopolitical realities. But the Philippines wil ‘ha KChi: art
¢ialisland they've buridt if we'can ask China

1o ieave the isiands‘ a4 {PDI 8 E-ebmary 2018)

_-taou;ness of the arburz_ﬂ :uh_r}g_;anti hrs_prf_:«' L
“emifnence as head of the Asean for the vesr

superpower. The Deegong’s gesture endeared, - .
hlmie_Chma zm:i she gladly reczprocated waih -

;jbm]é;

ciose family ties will not be broken. - :
‘But'the Deegong, -arred with the :zgh .

we hosted the summits, failed 1o yally the ™ A

other countries fretting over China’s 9:dash 1
“fine claims. Heinstead declared expanswe]y_:
that the Phﬂtppmes, China and Russid now '_
gfnrmed the new tnumvaratemwhatever that
ieans. This Daivets may just have emboid—_ that s, pracncalny thmk thats defeaust
ened China, a bully in the:playgrotind, 10
read wery well the actuations of a neophyte
Ain geopolitics. Astern warning that China -

will Hot tecognize the arbliral nullng and

will not back down o the 9-dagh llne calig,
risking wat on one hand but appeasing the

T

: ”Presldenual Spﬁkesperson arry.ﬂﬂque

'even said that the; Aime will ¢ mme thatthe -

But the-only options here are not surrender
‘orwar. There is a whole spectium of ways 1o
impose costs on the°Chinese for belig bul. -
‘Hes'and outlawy, that we haven’t yer teled, |
It a htle eaﬂy o fly ‘the white flag-and -
sitrrender how.” {Rappler, March 20, A7)




BCALL when the Agence
France Presse {AFP) pub-
. %.dished that the UN bon-
man rights chief Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein announced that PRRD
needs “psychiatic  evaloation™?
Zeid wants PRRD to change his
behavior, Zeid is also appalled w
learn from erroneous reports of
AFP that “Philippine police had
killed more than 4,100 drug sus-
pects...” AFP’s fake news.

The 4000, if there are those,
were not killed by the PNP,
Credit is due to the drug deal-
ers, drug users. drug distributors,
druag runners who, in the course
of being in this business, end up
killing each other including over
unpaid  debts. Buy-Busts  slso
leave a lot of flegal diug dealers
dead. Also, drug taders want o
hide their identities. I a customer

“or distrilniter of Hegdl eRips feels

_ that one of his addict/customer
authoxmas and bemg with the
anthorites may reveal him as the
addict’s former supplier, the ad-
dict has to be silenced. The police

" AFP that “the
thhppme police killed 4, ?QG drug
- suspects,”.

© Zeid also referted to ﬂ)c U %\E s

special rapportear, Victoria Taunli-
Corpuz. This Filipino was chazgad
by the Philippine justice depart-
ment in a regional court with ter-
rogism, not because of her posi-
don a5 U N, speciad rapporteur on
the rghts of indigenous pecple,
bat because of her links with the
llocos-Cordillera Regional Com-
mittee (ICRC) of the CPP-NPA.
If human rights chief Zeid Ra‘ad
Al Hussein is not avware, CPP-
NPA is in the foreign rerrozise
organizations lists of both the
Unired Stares and the Fuoropean
Union.

Secretary of Foreign  Affains
Alan Perer Cavetano states his
President’s position: The Philip-

 such killings, . all onr people are pro

pines is a sovereign state with a
fully functioning democracy led
by 2 legidmately elected govem-
ment that is getring things done
for the Filipino people.,

TR fiote that e " Uited
States and other entities such as

thé T Européan  Patliament  have”

their own reporting mechanisms,
the Philippines has its own inter-
nal processes and mechanisms to
ensure that the humao dghts of

respected, We assure
mational community that in the

-conduct of onr.campaign, we will -
remain guided by the rule of law
embodied in our Constimtion,

which zlso enshrines the coun-
my’s long-standing uadidon of
upholding human sghts. We do
not need others who think they
koow berter than us Filipinos to
tell us what 1o do. As a soveregn
nation, the Philippines deserves
the same kind of respect we have
been extending to ous friends in
the international community.

The Philippines takes geave ex-
ception to the irrespensible and
disrespectinl comments of the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Hurman R.lghta that cast
untoward  aspersions regarding
the President of the Republic of
the Philippines. The comments

7

 wibo Listen % z‘&w ﬁzqﬁk o
'k ﬁ.}&f}zd Teaders who it ready
o mmﬁfm‘%w &mf to - :
-pmfm zabezrpagp&# ot

of the High Commissioner bring
great dishonor w the Human
Rights Council and its noble en-
deavors. There is no teason what-
soever for such an uwmmessured

“ourblrseditscted agatnst Pregie

dent Rodrigo Roa Duteree and it

“should Aot betepeated.

The Philippines is pcrturbed
over the manner in which a vank-
ing UN human sights offidal can
oversiep his mandate and msulr

g
Thts could set a dangerous prew.~

-dent.that:the Council would have
to immediately address as other-

wise member-states could  also
fall victim to those who seek to
politicize and weaponize human
tights t¢ vadermine legitimate
governments,

The Philippines finds it unforts-

fase that e High Cuensnissicass
made such a smtement without
frest ascertaining the facts sur-
rounding the inclusion of Victo-
giaz Tauli-Corpuz, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Righes of In-
digenous Peoples, in the petiton
filed by the Diepartment of justice
against the CPP-NPA,

Contrary to the lmpression of
the High Commissioner, Ms. Vic-
toria Tauli-Corpuz was included
in the iist not because of her posi-

tion as Special Rapporteur but be-

“cause of her Alleged links with the
. Tlocos-Cordillera. Regional Com-

mittee JCRC) of the CPP-NPA,
which, if the High Cormmissioner
is not aware .of, is in the list of
Foreign terrorist organizations of
both the Usited States and the
European Union.

The High Commissioner may
wish to know that the pedtion for
proscripton filed by the Depart-
ment of Justice is a civil case that
seeks 10 declare the CPP-NPA
as & terrorist organization for is
continuing terrorist activides in
the Philippices. This action is in
accordence with Republic Act
9372 or the Human Security Act
of 2007 of the Philippines and is
intended to protect the Filipino

people.
M. Tanli-Corpuz and the other

tion are there because of their

with the CPP-NPA as reported
over the years by the Philippine
National Police and the Armed
Forces of thr. Philippincs If in-
de:

TUrrerabershi R G asgoriaton

inpocent as they claim they are,

they should see this as an oppot- £
tunity to .clear’ their names and '

prove in cowrt that they have nev-
er been members of or associated
with the group. :

The High Commissioner may
not be aware of it. He is being
used in a well-orchesmrared effort

re Aeerabitive g lepitimate govern-
ment that i betng undertaken by

parties with self-serving agendas
and who stand to benefic the most
by unseatng President Duterre.
The world actally needs more
Dutertes—ieaders with empathy;
jesders who lsten to their peo-
ple; znd leaders who ate ready to
sacrifice their Hives to protget their

peopie. t \

sk
Dahliaspillera(tiyahoo.com

amed in the pcnrmn are




\ N aH~inxpmo:'_,'

erbarked on T hwformai resem:{:h'.
Ao Boproject in the Puhppzm, Rwe fori-
..5.»'-merh referrcd to as Br:nha.m Riee and P:_rss'
dent Eut*;rte sent’ tbﬁm {)ff *smth Imtmma :s__'
fos wﬂ"‘e}' Md’i’ and gafher micvam cim:ﬁ {mﬁ

this vast undersea platean off. ﬁumra prcn'mc& g

- Witzich is clearly Phihppiﬁe tsemtow e

“Durerte can claim the honor of bemg the ﬁ:cr.
Fi ﬂzgxm{} President 16 take & Feen 1 mtf:rest in rhc_

‘ :Phﬁzppme Rise, a 'H million }zﬂr:tare rf:rmorv

thatis considered part (;f the i:om'xm' s Ei\ttt{)dj

'€d contmemai shelf.

'_""’"‘N Lommz«sacm on the I,gmm {';f thz e
- nentdl Shelf (U wm:,z;) declared in 2012 ﬁm.;-
the placc, was part of the: szhppmc c{:m;"‘j en-
".t-a'} shelf, and so'it became the' country’s ﬁ{sti":'
' 'sugcesf;tru} validated claim. under UNCLOS. - _
' ’I%m government, a&curm tor Naﬂméai._ 6
cutity _Adwcer Hemﬂgmcs Esperon, has;_

sm;}ped processing foreign applications. for
- scientific - research in ”thhppme Rise: Thzs
g move is tmzmad wzth t}m {::sféx-::m% pohcy af en-,':

‘Pzeszdem Euterte’s tﬁp t@ thaa

m-e_ cazmnendab ,

evuieme that the Phxhppmﬁs isnof

- rémiss in this basic diity to defend

its ofﬁcmﬂv deszgnamd mghts, -

5 mghtx over the. Pluhppmt: me L&st ju&z 19

" —~-ﬂ'ae Efact that dz p
' 'tﬁmmék 4 nch source of nataral: zz;:ac anci ﬁt}i‘iﬁ!t;f
resources such as heavy mez:alf; not W men-

s pa--

Hon its current StATUS 48 g mmthex Ioad of nch'_
hﬂhu‘w i‘mm'asr;‘; this picr;e of ri:se ocean is’ SL, 2

’ mﬁcam for the mmcm

' The sendioff program’ {:ommum}m{ss the.

“United Nations declaration in 2012 that ‘ahe: :
- submereed plateau is part of the P};uizppmes_ '

P
e

::'.'.':fzthc piafcau.

and the v aricus ofhciai actions his. governm
bas taken there are commendable as they are”
. evidence that the ”-Phﬂappmm 18 A0t remiss in
- this hag}c dum zo &ﬂfm&m Dthmaﬂi‘ desi,gnaz—
| ":.ed tights.

thf.‘ :&m'wd Efm‘cz;x Nerthem L&zon C@nﬁﬁm&ff

: Pr{:smezzr Dutu e mp t{*} the 'Pluhpgm Rise
fit-




N Presidential
Spukesperson Harry

¥ W Roque announced last
week  thar President Durerre's
State of the Nation address on
July 23 will follow a new fommar
where he will be talking 1o rthe
people on marers close to his
heart.

He will rot be enumerating fris
achievernents, Roque said, adding
thar that would be Jdone arg sepa-
rate nocasion,

“So fyony mga achievermen, sig-
uro may mnga ibang pagkakataon
nang isa-isahin fvan,” he said.

Critics of Duterre immediately
tetorted on social medin “Whar
achievements?”

Aba, marami Plenty, pleney.

O rop of die Hist is the killing of
20,0660 Filipinos in hic bruwal war
against drugs,

This is in the Philippine Nation-
al Police ac
3,967 dmg personalities killed af-
et allegedly resisting arcest during

police operations between Tuly 1,
2016 and November 27, 2017,

 Foraprsiden ofa
< comntry 1o take Bride v the .
- assurace of Hhe president o
anuther cointry on bis stgy

Lrepost....

There are 16,355 drug-related
homicide cases “under investiga-
ton” from July 1, 2014 w Sep-
tember 30, 2017, the PNP e
also said,

Avother high on the st is the
destraetion of democratic st
rutions, Ir what many respecied

AAavwvers deseribed as oy Iarat s

lation of the Constirution, eight
justices of the Supreme Court

L poaer 7x pathetic, -

granted Duterie’s wish of ousting

‘Chief fustice Ma. Lourdes Sereno,

whom he s ragged a8 “enemy”
Via the quo warrant petitton of
Suficitor Generaf Jose Calida,
Vith the I Seres
nembers of the

ANtG, 2

Supreme Coury, whaose independ..
“ence is protected by the Constin-

ton with the provision thar they
can onlv be removed by mnpeach-

o by

ment are now at the mercy of the
President. Goodbye check and
balance which is essential in g de.
i’l']UCZﬂC}'-

Duterte proudly saig Tuesday
that Chinese President X3 Jinping
assured him that he will nor wang
hirn 10 be ousted.

For 4 president of a counyy o
take pride in the assurance of the
president of another country on
his stay in power i pathetic. '

That's another achievernent of
Duterte: surtendering to Ching
without & whimper parts of the °
South China Sez which the Phil. -
ippines claims,

Then there’s the record-break-
ing inflation caused by his tax
reforms that gready reduced the
value of the peso. PLUOOC these
days can hardly last 2 day.

There are many mote achieve
ments-by-Duterte: You ars @
come t6 add o this Hsr,

Blogrwww.ellentordesiiias,com

Emailielien tordesillas@gmajl,
com [

o




Army vision: By 2028, a warld-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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www.inguirer.net

No Marawi-like siege anytime soon — AFP chief
By: Frances Mangosing - Reporter / @FMangosinglNG
INQUIRER.net / 10:02 PM May 15, 2018

~While there were reports of ongoing recruitment of ISIS-linked fighters in Mindanao, it would
take years before another crisis like the Marawi siege will happen again in the country, Armed
Forces chief Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr. said.

‘It would take years for [the] Marawi incident to happen again, that's why... we are breaking
the generational link or generational process so that we can counter yung {the) ISIS narrative,”
he told reporters at Camp Aguinaldo.

Galvez was the commander of the Western Mindanao Command when the five-month Marawi
crisis happened last year. It was the biggest security challenge to the military in recent years.

He said they believe that the strength of the Maute forces has ‘greatly weakened” after the
five-month gun battle ended last October.

The AFP chief said more than 2,000 firearms have been surrendered by the people and the

-.town mayors to the-government:

' The 'Mara'wi siég'e, howéver, prompted the governmenit to declare a year-long extension of
martial law in Mindanao,

~-“The-implementation-of martial law hasteried the arrest and also the neutralization of many
{hreat groups....Yung magandang (The good) impact is we gained so much support from the

Galvez could not say, however, if martial law would be extended anew when it ends later this
year.

‘I cannot predict. It's a political decision. For us, it has a very good significant impact in terms
of countering terrorism in Mindanao. And not only terrorism but also criminalities,” he said. /ee
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

WwWw_ inguirer.nat

Duterte declares Philippine Rise as marine protected area
By: Nestor Corrales - Reporter / @NCorralesING
INQUIRER.Net /09:34 PM May 15, 2018

Published: 4:34 p.m., March 15, 2018 | Updated: 9-34 p.m., March 15, 2018

ABOARD BRP DAVAO DEL SUR — President Rodrigo Duterte signed on Tuesday a

~presidential proclamation declaring parts of the Philippine Rise as a marine protected area
during his visit to the resource-rich continental sheif,

Duterte signed the proclamation here during a send-off ceremony for 50 Filipino scientists
bound to the Philippine Rise to conduct research there.

“Around 50,000 hectares of the Philippine Rise shall become a Strict Protection Zone limited
to scientific studies — at this time only Filipinos,” he said in his speech.

“While more than 300,000 hectares shall be designated as a special fisheries management
area.”

in 2012, the United Nations ruled that the Philippine Rise was part of the country’s exclusive
economic zone, which gave the Philippines “sovereign rights” to explore and exploit the
resources in the area. fje /atm
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.inguirer.net
Duterte fails to reach Philippine Rise

By: Nestor Corrales - Reporter / @NCorralesiNG
INQUIRER net/05:21 pMm May 15, 2018

ONBOARD BRP DAVAO DEL SUR — After much anticipation and hype, President Rodrigo
Duterte failed to reach the Philippine Rise on Tuesday.

.The Presidential chopper landed at the hangar of the BRP Davas del Surat 345 p.m. amost

two hours late from his scheduled arrival,

President Duterte was accompanied by Special Assistant to the President Christopher “Bong”
Go as they alighted from the chopper under fair weather and calm seas.

Top military officials and government executives welicomed the President in a ceremony held
to send-off 50 Filipino scientists who would conduct scientific research in the 13 million
hectare resource-rich Philippine Rise.

The officials and personalities present were Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, National
Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr., Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade,
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi, Presidential Adviser on
Political Affairs Francis Tolentino, Sen. Win Gatchalian, and actor Robin Padilia.

" Despite his failure to reach Philippine Rise, Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque said the

presence of President Duterte during the send-off of Filipino scientists remained ‘symbolic.”

_w,,,_,‘Ihe._EresEdent-uﬁrst-anneunced--his visit to the Philippiie Rise on the last week of‘Abriiﬂ o

~ Itwas Roque who announced in a Palace briefing that the Chief Execitiva would visitthe .
continental shelf on May 15 to 16.

“This is symbolic because this is the trip to Philippine Rise and we are here to send-off the
Filipino scientists,” Roque said in an interview after the send-off.

Pressed why the President did not go through with his trip to the Philippine Rise, 'Roque said it -
was 100 far and it was not feasible for the President to visit there. :

“It's a little bit far. it's 120 nautical miles away. And it's a logistic nightmare. So this is
symbolic,” he said.
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“Tsaka ang Philippine Rise is actually nasa italim ng dagat so ang ginagawa natin ngayon dito
ay symbolic na inaangkin natin ang atin at sinasabi ng Presidente na ang tanging yaman dito
sa area na ito ay sa Pilipino lamang,” he added.

(And the Philippine Rise is actually under the sea so what we're doing here today is a
symbolic gesture claiming what is ours and the President said that the resources in this area
are for the Filipinos only.)
But during his speech, the President was under the impression that he was already in
Philippine Rise as he mentioned that foreign ships used to freely do research in the area.

PH Rise is for Filipinos

The Palace official believed that President Duterte was able to send his message to the world. -

“Tingin ko napadala naman niya ang mensahe niya sa buong daigdig na tanging Pilipino
lamang ang makikinabang sa Phifippine Rise,” he said.

(I believe that he was able to send the message to the whole world that only the FHipinos will
benefit from the Philippine Rise.)

“So0 sa akin sapat naman itong ginawa ni President Duterte at ipahayag ang posisyon na ang

tanging yaman ng Philippine Rise ay para sa mga Pilipino,” he added.

(S0 for me; what the President has done'is enough in'declaring that the resources of the |

Philippine Rise is for the Filipinos.)
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