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LORGINEEDED UPGRADE A Miay 17 satellite photo (eft) from the Washington-based think
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Rans hud{} Ad rfuﬂn

: "zﬁtwaied msiltarv mmt ‘oe R

lu ippines

i% c;mpﬁv improving't e Tiving
.u‘ndmun’ 01 ﬁ'a wsmem :

-Cimst m iuf 1 fhe iast vear,

hei m;a‘ ‘@

mfu) ir«m @ Atleast
SOWN e buililings have bsen

With }aﬁwr ;viaieu

: C%?xbtma M'anﬁez
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. RUNWAY FROM A1

ilians way rha? site: :3{ e mmi::nff

il

widenced by thc rust

L ©UTHIS WA
with a Chinese ﬂcmii ’&.
I;st vear, e m ! ng { ing hulk” of tHE Philippine MNavy's
Ul also cons;dered the larget.r | BRP Lanzo del Norte (LT-504),
15!41’1 d occupied by the thizppmf:a ol hicls appmaclmi the northwest

ages dated May 17 this yéar reveal-
ing thive fwo barges wers anchored
off the western porting of ‘Fag-asa

mlmﬁ unway, whlch collapsed

¢ ‘then Western Command chief
- Raud dei Rosario and sther high-
Cranking mititary Grﬁcmm iwnt o
L 3“‘&g-asa Isiand: o

- withinthe dispitted Spratlys

“smalier hargf» {0 the west, while

:,m SE utfj sials

-F;rst runway

."‘Tref‘ AMTT shovwed” sateflite 1m- (el there :
The teparrof Pav«a B¥'S TUDWAY

_Mf proposed in 2014, witly several
officials of the milifars gaving that
achannel nitedéd 10 bedredged o

“shiell bm e, is. snst,ﬁkd on the

Ly + E
“the other cariies “batkhoe.” ti‘n, Lt nmé__gr(f_;und, - h" AMT %j‘g““-}d‘

ARITT sakd fiits tepoit,

ln April Jast wear, T Pfﬁ.‘:‘iSf’
Secretary Detfin' Lorenzana. then
Armed Forces chie? Eduardo Afa,

'mfﬁemgrsa'ﬂamg -

t the Esetst?m
% dlfﬁ L.U.]? Jer P
eH -‘*’o*.‘ff: GUN EHE hmd

| ?0
;TJ et

_Lz:wr;:xaz;a annauﬂced matthe '

Amde Imm ihe long-delavea

ahe Mi}‘“ also noted “piher up-

T h 4 air's'mp in Pag asa was con-

smeters long, bt the réal length

: coﬁapsed pition.

toration of dhe! mrzway mide:
by the Ph D

A {}xilm!i‘l ran 1915)“161 mihm thv

';Sgirdh a;mspe aga:

Fects mrmunémg reefs at a smaller
 nedle and #dar loss enumnmma

1sland.

o, sa.tei It

s mtm curing the ‘)”Os anch was

o)

- the residential ares o ;hﬂ easters
swde of the fsland dnd one mvar at
‘the western end next to the n!md 5
basketba!» court,

“lastyesr: Lorenzam m&:mmneu
thata beach ramp would have 15
~be constructed first to assist the

- supplierof the materials for iht

: remmtma_mn

Satellite images re easaai by the

AMTI did not show any.ramp

because of o cloud ¢ wer, “and ne
Hew ramp was visible as recently
as | ﬂb*uarv

Th? mmm s erﬁuah; 3,300
is closer 10°1,200 &)emuse e‘f the
ﬁsr:ﬂe:ﬁrémg 10 f%MTi the ret—'

mes Wéis USI%‘EU a
method “omilar 16 ‘weu:am 5

“While Aihe: methud is siiil :
hareafl: 3 the environ ment. i af-

tally destruciive thar thie suction’

hecoral reef mmmndmg Pag-asa {

cutter dredging undertaken be
Chirin, whichdestroved thousands
ol agres of reet from }dft '?01 kS m
.&*a‘:“v 2017, it noted - :

The think tank also neteé that

gave o hard time i appmarhmg
farge ships. -

‘dge vEthe coral reef i 2004 afid

: a[:uv* argvr f»h1ps 1o de*mfer h(m‘ .
ikely thiat d;‘eagmg smh :

i rhannel 45 still pari &f the plan

- Boeausy of dL condition of the”

“pears to %mve ‘heen was}wﬁ awiy

pm;ecr Lo reconstrict the unway, -

gi‘dﬁe“ visible aroung e rgg-agawm S

catednear

Other islands

The AMTI aiss showed before

and-after satedlite images of soveral

slands 5 the Pltppines in Sprat-
Hyscinchuding the Rizal (Com-
‘modiite} Reek Lawak {Nanshan)

{sland and Panats (LoaitgYisland,
.- Anvimage dated May 1 showed
that'a nevi ‘tound-roofed shelter

RS CORSIRICEd DT e easteryy e
"Sidf‘ of the outpoit on Rizal Reef.

ety held i Lawak land

“wals seen converted into 2 helipad
“based on the sateilite image ciated
) Febmarv 20 this vedr. R

On Pana'ra'lsland an addmon
gl hiss accompas

~nired the butpostestablishied there,
: which was wsxble . ﬁ}e ;mage
i dateé May 17 '

“The’ M%T% noted fhaf i’anam
Island was “ofter: mistepariad”

s balng on Linkiaim Cay, i%n,

east 0f Panata. "
“While reports suggest Lanlmmm
was once’a small sandv cay, 1t ap-

: mﬂts on Kota lf\alta; Tsland.

Pargie | \mrthhast Cag} Tctand,

Parista [West York) Toland, ‘Patay

{ Hat) sl ‘md arig_.} Ayungin { %ecur&a

n; Avhere: mf.mbefs ot the: thpm
ping Marine Domps ate stafioned, -
The Phiippines aim claims

Balagtaa {Irving) Reef
Foriay. Baumghakal dxrector
ic‘»r i;hs Unwexsm of the Phii-

ippines: insutmg of Maritime’

CAffarrs and Law of the ‘Sea) the

recamstruction on the aamaged
mma\r was "oeerdie,” -
“UThe repairs are ovud_ueac:t_zohs--
on e*dstin'g farifiies, and 7o 1ot
stgnifitantly change the situation -
herieges t?}v-- fatmans mothe
‘%rmﬁv; arga’ ﬂdmn:aaml Foid
The Manild Times '
_ lzur‘}r' this tmeinth, -'}12 f&fvﬁ’f‘{
tocd {hat Betitig had Tanded -
eraft bombers on Woody
Iglami in the Pdracels, within sirik
mg distance of the Philippines,
Vietsasmy, Malavsis anc% Indonema,
“among others. :




Court Chief Justice Antonio Carglo warned
Friday wamed that Subi Reef (Zamora
Reef) could soon see foreign bombers and

fighter jetslanding onits runway, - B
- The madistrate; a foremost advowste of

the Phiippines’ daims n the South China
Sen said thisisinlight of a recant report that
the island was now home to'a small Town
with "sporte grounds, neat roads, and large
eivic biiidings! and could possibly host Chi-
nasfirsttroops in thearea, _

Carpic told reporters the presence of
militan-grade runways, hangars, ‘hard-
eneri storage for ammunition, and retract-
able roofs for anti-cruise missiles in Chi-
nese mifitary instaliations in the South Chi-
na Sea all point to the presence of fighter
letsand bombersin the nearfuture.

- "What will they do with closa«in weap-
ons i not 1o protect valuable aircraft?

“All military ahalysts ag gt China will..... ...

“the Murillo-Ve

*bring ‘their fighter jets and bombers” he

..38id on the sidelines. ofaspeqafexh;bitgf Py

arde 1734 Map at the Ma-
nila Polo Club inMakati City,
The map was among the dose to 300

- anclent maps the Philippines submitted

1o the United ‘Nations arbitral tribunat in

pursuing its case againist Chings expansive

cdamstothe South ChinaSea.
The Phillippines military. has also. oceu- -
tolled,-and raised the flag.over

Rizal Reef and Ayungin Sheal, .

.Some of these were permanently oc.
cupred &5 early ag 1970 {Lawak isfand); the
latest (Ayungin Shoat) in 1995.

The island is aiso home to 100 Filipine

Chvifians——ijust over 12 nautical mites from

China’s air and naval base at Subi Reef

B ——




ke compietion DENE” added .

of the cim;na; sestem program. TIE 74 also clarified that the
lmrastmchzre o work w ith DPWH in the g0 w*nwmentnbml*sewe*ragesv%*'em
.ﬁum--'-.fs.hthw.s- “establishment of flood control  discovered at the beachfront last
‘ irdrastructeres, and to ELSUI W built decades ago,
' x:opstrummn m‘ a t::m;'ﬁf"tarv-_' the completion of « P govermEnt
eline to fast *rack'; programs ofwa I
iri the three bar Emgaw ot '_: :
Island i

By CATHERINE ?ALAVER& ~ 0 directed to unde

Téw ’i“m:;.{
: anc‘i -Emerpr_

) T’d(.il\’
51:'}‘!1 i?‘i

’ up@mtmg and
- 'mpau*z“ d it pmv@n‘ puprflos
tothe b -h A :ﬁ:@r&, WFZA th '

iy _.pr's;) r&mw yoadd
uls {:mmay
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“ ‘I“c P mmdan said B?:‘ax
poot” Those illegal pipes umarwo@ e
from establishments that carry with them
"wacmrm eoming from bumars feces, 1 s
e __L_O_h*EOI‘!. he ad&r&d

- vy the
'Phiﬂ“;ﬁ ne Zuu{vsm Awh(miy Ay
kriown as TIEZA T that-encroached inlo
Boracay’s arain beach area wers also
found. :

Cirnadu was quz.si’eci as 'saymg fi’z{} i
covery was “very disturbing,”

“Boracey Water allayed the fears of
Secretary Cimatu and pr&mt’i’itﬁ’d its plan
0 upgrade and expand the sewer network

atong Balabag mair road, which

commaodate ng**her Henws comning
beas.h fromt,” the TIEZA said.
TIFZA addm: t?m t;m acay “&i‘e’:r ol

ctake a m’"lg’ﬁ
clasure me&d the‘
Ina ceremony heid overthe w eth» ﬂu

Cimatu lauded the 100 trainecs of the
Irel Infant 15 he Philipnins.

Fede)! 3'1@ 11%&:%; gﬂme noi with rifles but
’m*h shovels,” he added, _

The Army trainess, beaded by Col.
"""'*e,z"sn%f-fanm were deployved i all three
stations of Boracay’s heachmmt i th fortal
Eng'*i) of 4,5 kilometers.
Aldan Gov. Florenae Miraflores pro-
ﬂ;“;aiied sh{fve% The provincial government
ajse provided three backhoes and man- -
_;&ttwer assistance in excavating buried
_Hiegal pipes.

- The trainees are tn a foursmords train-

img ot Camp Peralts, a requitement prior  of Boracay fo -six months starvting April 2t
ko i%’x v enbistment o the Army. te: clean and rehabilitate the isfand.
Prestdent Dhuterte ordered the closure - With Rhodina Villanueva




ﬁdl ‘,’I‘rl.e.ﬁ {'ourt

’E‘f b hmm’iﬂ 16
'hd hacin et d{{dtmt {}adtim haﬁan
. .&nd Intun *3 :

) ":Lad fiti) ghmt s: Be
: .sfresqm bt o return e '
“Seven of the wounded suspecis
~were broight th Babol Géneral Hospi-
tal E%.nu.aurm Maiaiam bt thd not

v tiw Philipsing
f-*h free n spareh

(8, rsw a&i(% he i "&“"t«'?un
A E»Il‘;»w:rm sl Abanwers killed. :

i

baséd th nearhy

-Manm and o rertain

whether or _mt ' }

' } N. :C mmmm tout .

_ Another: repinrt z{;ﬁmmed
‘of the Tatalitiss ss
Moner Rasan, 92,
25 Ding Kassan 1 ‘-ﬂp Mann

(“V’Eﬁl‘

3 }(d‘scih
Nlujamri

}‘iec s_Vt*

e g

_'ammuxmmn mciwimg & hume-made
.««mpv? rifle wod a

md;e‘ pmpf:iied
sreniade : .
“The police

TS
wnc?z{ wles Hnerat 1rxmfz?\w€,h{nmhaw :
antiin other areas In south um' seniral

Mindanao 1\!




firgarms Tavong safd in astaternent,

~ JOINTMILITARY.
POUCE TEAMKILLS
9DRUG SUSPECTS

A }OINT cpe;‘at on b}f the pahce ancf th@
-miiltary resuited i sthe “killing of nine
-people suspected -of drug deaiing . i 3
fown in Cotabato City.

#ccording to Superintendent Bemard
Tayong, spokesperson for the North

‘Lotabato Police Office. police and military

operatives were about to serve a search
warrant on the “lair” of drug suspects
Dadiing Kasap and Intan Aban in Sific

‘Blag, Barangay Kilada in Matalam town

at about 11:15 pm. on Friday when the
suspects fired at them.

The operatives fired back. ksng Kasan

and Aban wesre and sever: other suspects.

C-*Diuring the imnplementation ... subjects
of séarch warrants fought end £ngaged
law  .enforcers - using high-powered

-raid,

ﬁo:impmwsec ;

‘barret . sniper  rifle.  rocket-propelied

grenadesand ammunition. No iiegal
drugs, however, ‘were found shiring ‘the

The qcvemment Cperatives rerc',rereb

Meé.nwm i, . Major mGeneml ‘.wurllfm

'-;admin!strat

Scbejana -of the Ammys 6th Infantry
Division.. .vowed 1o suppoit . the
Jan ﬁampalgn*’agamst

"We wm sustair our _acnve sumcxrt m

-~ the PNP sind PDEAS wir on Hlegal drugs:

“Thi police have vel 1o deverming if

Katan B Aben and their followers sre

frembars of drug syridicatas operating
i North Cotabate 4t in otk rares-t in
Sauth ahg Bentrsl Mindenas, 115

_.V.._,__
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B By wse RDDEE. cmph
' “tor, rannot mal‘c any arr.mgp-
e thereaswsll 0 o
“Fer oy soonest pnaa;b]e m—

o f’ ommums%l’a'

Fhilippines {CPT)
chairmant
1510, Norway

or Hario), Viet

rzdm &8 venue for his rnemr-" :

it Dhaterte,
fﬂ Lunrumy to Bison. “the
ghvernment peade panel and
the Natiorial Demorratic Front
INDF) have jratially: apreed
during ba@i‘k{hannnl t.ﬁ%. s Lo

‘hav

Oi the
mundm?-
“Ma Slko wants

.\‘e‘“h\m: with Dutorte, the NIIF-

has considered my meeting.
at the signing of the interim
pRaAce -agregment, " ABSCEN

fudted Sison as s‘a**znv
R iaon

. Sigon rem;ra‘ccd he will nr:sh :

mum tes the country 3f flwre
“willbe substantial pmgrese in.

Ticled Dutert&* had
insisted to mrm“ home b me:
. hun

thf' P}“mi].'!?m!"b_. \ s‘_\uic%_
“be cranh“udldom 10 prev:c:ut
- agreement #o hold talks dria
fwreigw feGtral venue:

He said this would aiso
cplace himoand the entire
-pedcs negﬂna‘a on a? Dutcf%e
mercy.

Meaﬁwhiia the CPP wrged
the people 6 uniite and w&pm-ﬁ
~the national TD's systerm.

"The' CPP said the TD systom
‘has lorig “been proposed by
securify officials as this weule
*amhiate mas *u:vezliam‘

; Z;*he .LBC& mﬁ 4

Mﬁ{i&aidm b attend -
_ i«;» m&mg zn Qslo xrzsteaa A

prmiamnhm

an agreement on agrarian re-

d

infal andustrializi- .

prisoners and

form-and rural developmient
~witl-have gréater ‘pwert-and
nd econtmic deveiop-

Ao push the %?ahma §‘f§ umtwn -
corifronted ‘with popul ar op-
position.” the CPPsaid. .~
They said President Duterie

can mmm& mn*ﬂe* "’l‘ﬁkidji‘h

components of the -

=




L béirgy Comiriery w‘mnc’

the qpammempm« whichwas - di _
Cand pr

s R Comtro] the moevement .
0f peopie. :md SUPPI '

“_._m*e public
“housing, pubiic iransporta-

onof | Suppe eatlect. ni“a iin as well as
'weapun of miass mofiitor- e grd} Vo indory for et ton wnd so on. r'wm 18 A
and survediance 1o frack rorist profifmg. conetd for dnatonal T e ,{em
One's movément, and to - indivi cluals. o S “zw ramp,e £ tw?m
bribe anid arm-twise, ‘spemaﬁv o conceal it ind (oS the
a;,dmfetﬂaierwﬁpo tical enl- Caims and dig the people to -

SHEand . dz%mtm“ : _the < P FUPTIOTE the prOpased identi- s of iderit amnn L noth—'
'-bmd _ _ﬁcaizm syster the Duterte _;mpmdn mf‘! the of m‘mm"
RReI § (1 CFI’ smd Duwm & cregime makes talw ”la‘ms “thi provizion n‘pub}‘
.:tevmqh Tush 1 Amplement a - that the nationsl 15 wi sorve r;er des co

natitnal s part of his machi- R p&dz*e *h@ t*f ;
‘mations foestablish & fotalitar- €

Hte of mass xuwmu&nw e

5000 %pmer*
" m*;ivlké. ‘ping and
ing. Ma*:z};ulam}ﬁ of
N risidistin ihe Philip

P - budeer fm Publie ndum*“ioﬂ
_ ”The drai: }aw of thp Tid~ -{anu '[.““u;. tie }wad?? ﬂrw‘ mim
tioal dp svsiem has bpen | ;

bulldozed by Driters Sipers -

Das B s G de~

WAy of political allies iy
1 albopt iess ol m ,

e Homse: of Represenitatives

Wi rﬁs; Seﬂate pass the pro
LT i3 '-‘gl'
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By Delfin'T, Wiallari Jr.

_.-_@L‘{itfmaﬂarﬁrINQ o

LUCERN A CITY—The govern-
Cment panel ind ifs communist

CCOURRTRATT are selto sign the
SAnterim peaae agreement:{iPA)

‘neXtmonth to'pave the way for

the “resumption  of formal
- peace falls, Cotrrunist Party
: o, the Ph;hppm & i(‘PP} found-

pwct—? panels i)f the gfwemw
‘ment and-the National Demo-
“cratic Front ‘of the Philippines
: INIWP) Tesulred inthe recent

- grheduled op Tune 28 inOslo,

Norway. with President
Isuterte sending Executive Sec-
retary Salvador Medialdea as
nisrepresentative,
Disagreements over the fi-
nal venue—Mr. Duterte has in-
sisted that the signing of the

JFA be held in the Philip-

ey

" nifies—and the President’s de-

mand Tor Sison to return to the

: T»SOIVBL firgts

{“hﬂzppm% h»:w»*wer. must %.“J::

h{ would remm i the roubitry
onle i ‘there -were "significant
_'(iwelnpmenfs ir:ithe mgﬁtn—
.' T,
LLchave. mmmfpnﬂg e

a?in SR ET RS TRA
Thﬁ ?\F’DFP m r}}e umbreiia

‘hag _been rendu'tmg orand-
Coff pesce talks with the gov-
) emmem 51nr‘e mSu

i}magxeements
~In an online interview on

 Saturday, Sisen sald the sign-
Ing of the [PA was supposedly

IS¢

; {Czcvez:nment ‘ot
it ﬂ“cl’lahm}mﬁs) NDFP peace
riggotidtiig, and my Ferrades

-cwed that T will return home
wmm substantial progress is
: : Qe GRPEeeey
the mepublic

antd fawvers are satisfied with
the legul And security guaran-
tees,"hegad in o statsmelit ia
sued from hix base in 'i}ttet,“;t
‘thv Netheriandg 000




Jose MariaSisont

‘Ihe commumsi quprfxmﬁ

said fhey listed the Vietsamese

capital, Hanol, af.a. possibie
veniie as it 18 Llose* o téle

“Mart oy tiw

- ' ’Blg help
'H _.-sam the’ s,&;_,m:w of rht

DA world " contribute fothe _
surcessof the peace tafks and -

#dd- - tosmutual..oo niidencs

Bufiding measures. T
The: 4 g

: 3B %mgﬁ;}&*' :
Cthe - ammnesty prociamation 14
Freeall wl%m@l prise }iﬂ*’" " 8i-
gorsatd,

dhe H’ﬁ i _:fwdnr'm ;}'f*-ve .
the way fora formal ceasefire

“hetween the militdry and
People’s < Army,
armied 'wir’;gb. :

" iBoth parties have .ape
-pmved ithe agranan - reform
‘and Driral development, and

;natmml ingdustraiization and
scohoinic  developmient el
Hohs wof thecoihprehensive
agreement on social anu m:.c,u
}na:}fmr roi .ﬂsrms, iC&EPf 1

: Persimai meetmg _
Gonstdered #s the hmzz
argd somiot “f’hf 5

the Cager ralls
er splutions’

~igasions

i tm ag wmmt

aMmf that the pa'ace
wsm!d _h_e .;ua

s 391:12 anmum epnetit firbm

CNDFP n wonsider;
-hemfgf work -

i

Jar L T

sovial probiems, free land dis-

_mmmoh e r.zml indmmd

Signil, 40 6 I‘ucebaoi pﬂs*
on -Saturday, -said The MNDEP
nut! planned @ persomal meet-
ing between himoand - Mr
Mgrerte during the ugn;mg of

'-Precarmus sxtuatmn i
w*xrxm xmpm—-_

Philippines,” he _:;-

ihie:

ot afen ?ﬁlnam. h? s’uﬁ
Sisun sad the: omzmal ;ﬂaﬁl

" Alternative site
At Mlaanang

the iden fmfi iristeatl’ nf{'ue(‘
Medialdes

as hAL “Trutgite’s
(9 arcﬁr{iz*lg mf.

representa

CRisnin

B osmid me HNDFE th” f

Jerod Hano! as the alternative

vette hut-the ?rwe"mmmr dsé

pEt give e ;ﬂ}smvc answer.

“Ranel aya venue near th=
Fuillnpines was oy '}pg«sed_ by
iofviof the
scheditie of
Suteries” Sisonsaid, :

The ~Korwegian

pra-

ents special envoy e Said,
: .:wmm maia: any :mangemmt

I hzxd pmtg ?;zmiita«

oy o Jm peace talks, —wiTH A
RERGRT ERON GABRIEL PARICO

)
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-?OC%(ET FRGM AT

__{rg,n_m! e when substantial

PCnvenient . ?f*in Republic
Fiie P‘u:rwmf* 2 }i*iwace'w-

Cgotintiony and my comeades and

Lawyery ase satish ::rj with the jegal
“and seouriny puararitees. Hy sih:
stasnifal progress: T mean the entire

Caser iC @mmencmm %greehwm :

:'-'on Sy sg% and

I alreatdy achievod inthe

don twarzt t@ be ‘n 'Dutegftes" |

_ fyewes o rion s tzaci\ dgam here.
Twili 1eai Vil you,” T!uter;c sdid
Lon f”h;;rsdm, £veing in & g of
 English and Cebuano, 7
~Sison was Farced int exile. in’
- The Nethelands after peace: Laiks

failed in 1987
“Farlier ‘iﬁ;x xweh Sison d1<~
closed that the interim peace

) apreement was ¢xpecied o be

signed whien formal talks between

ke go\«erﬁimmi and th?_NHE E’b___

'-'_mi‘ lill™ Sigon if mptmifs fall
j,’..__l_'ha'\.ie -ir'nﬁit

': - -suma onfune 25

-the peacealis w
st ebels in‘Novermber 2047,
e later iagging ‘therm 2nd ‘their -

-armed wing, the New Peognns :
_....Armv asterrorists sl

ith the com-

Earlier. 1}113




| B}r .iaym?angm %mares

HE. Commumst Party of the Phihppmes
has proposed a meeting between CPP
founding chairman Jose Ma. Sisonand ©
- President Rodngc Duterte m Hamt, bu‘{ the

2 staterﬂent, :;mn,_ afso s:he 3i:hie{ : :'ho d the- peax.e m!ks in the Phl 1p§§ﬁé§_' =

:
it

:eman;ai sigmng'af an 'mtenm pea*e
: agreement i Osle orice both srdes

“havefrmeditups :
Bt the govammem side backed

------------- ﬁgut andlpffered. -Medialdea . as. the,k

: pmxy of i)uterte e said.

. '--atteﬁdancé’"bfmwsdenb' :

“sideération of the heavy warif sked of
:.iﬁuterte"he said,

Th#* govemmem however "drd not
: g ive 3 positive answer” the-cornmunist
Heaclér said, noting that Nonway, as third

ity facilitator, could not make ary @
‘rangement with Vietnar dintita consen-
5t haidd been feathed by bmh neqat;ata B

mgpane%&

S;san has rmec‘i:ed Dutertes offer to

'-me*ltantil\lmpnnmpas heﬂald A
‘There are certain important T
siderations agamst ‘my prematurely
_ __remmmg 1 the Philippines. . Fwoudd <
be placing myself and the entire peace
“niegotiations in'the pocket of Duterte
-and at his mercy. Any pesce spoileror
sabioteur would be ableto destroy the -
“entire peace ‘negotiations by simply
-abduteting o harming any NDF panel-
' ist &t consultant? Sison added. .
' ‘While ‘Duterte ‘promised that no '

Hanal a6 8 verie near the Phiilp— :
- pines was- “proposed by NDF in con-’

retars home when substantial mogr&;s'- .

isalready achieved inthe peace negotia-
" tions and my comrades and lawyers are -
satisfiechwith the Iega[and security guar- -

antees. By substaitial progress, | mean

<

" harm wouid come to Sisor: f he re-
- tumed fo ‘the Philippines, the Presi- .
"~ dent threatened 1o kill his formereal-
‘lege professor if the peave talks falled -
. 1o produce an agreement withifthe -
_nexttwo monthy.

= gmod Bur i not will escort him person-
sl o the airport i the talks amount to
nothing within thi next two: mz)nths, i
'wéii anaw himito go eumfthe Wnny

: Eiy kit you:'the PWS!dEnT said,

the eiitire Comprehiensive  Agreement . one time 100 many that

“Hwe cométoan agreemenf z:hat &

whare Do nol fetun here o'l Wn. e

USison, however, xruqt;ed_. off
Diterte's | latest threst, saving

Brestdent had viwed o kil ki







Agrpemem oIt Exmim and Er'(}nnnuc'
~Reforms).has bheen mubesliy-

“The @ngznaf pian PM‘II&?]’"

ei,gi‘f‘l“ti apon by government and
NDFP negotiators during bask-
Channe] asgotiations, Sison said,
wis 1o have Ditere altend the

Osle ceremony for the signing of

the Interim peace agreement ”
./ Sison, slse flie Chie? Pnhtwa

E mmultant ‘of the” Natwnai"__

-:Democratit Front of the Philippiriey

added thit he will returacto the
Philippines onf} ‘wheén there 15’
sibstantial pr ogz*esa inthe pﬁa{*r—* K

npgmwimm

““I'have consistent] ¥ dedared ;

that T wifl return -home when

achieved in the GRPNDFP peace
negotiations and my comrades and
lawyers ure satisfied with the legal

and security puarantees, By

substartial progress, I mean the
entire CASER {Comprehensive .

“approved by the GRP [Govermmsent -
Lofthe Repubhr' of the Phihppmas}
: -and NDFP principals,” he sgid

“*For my soonest pn\S!blG

.:'mtezface with Duterte, the NDFP.
‘has considered my reeting al.the -
signing of the Interim Feace, -

- Agreéement, packaging the cedsefive
:-AgresInent; amnesty prockimation
- and the ARRD anid NIED sections of
“CASER either inOaie or Hanel But -
~Duterte hag insisted that the mesting

beinthe Philippines.” he added.
Sison cited “important
considerations against my

) e ’ U prematursly Feturnin {0 The
substantial progress is already 2 £

Philippines” saying that his return

‘would be going against the established
“mutual agreement to hold the peuce

negotiations in & foreign neutral
venue in secordance with The Hague
Joint Declarvation s JASIG.

Sison added he would be placing |

=y

ﬁ;myseif anﬁ ‘the entire peace
Tegotiations i the pockst 6t
‘Duterte and at his mergy,” “Third,

any ‘peace ‘spoiler -or ﬁahvteur

o woudd he able 1o destroy the entire
“peace negotiations by simply

abduceling or harming any NDFP

.:paneluqi or-consultant,” he: adcied
: folﬁ)wmgquhﬂtanmalriwelopxnenmm“

’iha:ckedout~81&en
S;st}n Towstar:

~‘having ‘Mr. Duterte attend the _
signing of an interim ageeemant and -

offered Fxecutive Sacretar ¥y
Salvador Medisldes 1o instead
attend a signing in Osla, .

- The government side rejected

" ihe I{anmpwpnsa] headded, and

the special efviy of Norwsay which
serves as thivd-party facﬁxt&tor

“cannot make any anangemant .
there & well. :
. “For my sounest possibie

interface with Duterte, the NDFP

has ccms;dered my mﬁatmg, dt the

':_ <;1gmmz of “the

_ 881 d t h ] .
'gnwmmea* panel “baaked out” of

will réturn hamp when substaniial
“progress is dlready achiieved i the

D with the degal and wvurm

,z:accz;rd, he saad AT B ﬁeasemrs dédly

ﬁzerzm pma OB e
agreement,” he said.
- “But Duterte has insisted that

-' éw rieating be in the Philippines,*

he added

Sison earlier told u° télovised
interview that the ﬂp;rung wak
expovtud 1o take place o Jime 98

al talks in Utracht since Aprii
"Slﬁon also denied Butnt‘tv
annolnesment that he had agreed

46 relurn 4 his-hime BoUIErY
- during the Zmenth window imposed

by the presideni to cnmpie%r* the

“peace tafks.

“I have always declured that 1
peace negotiations ang my
comrades und lawyers are qaﬁisﬁad

guarantees,” he said.
Packaged n an interim: ppam'

7 itanesty proclamation for political

prisoners, and an agreement on

agrarian peform and raral

“developwent ‘and hatisnal

industrialization and economic

he ,t_.‘ud,z s

Sison had expresgr*d opr-'rness :
and readiness to resume peace
negotiations which the President

‘rane Piieé in M)mem iast year

development-=key compenents of the

Cfatks fmlen B smement hzs DFRg-

iame collsge professor played down
i -'tff talk penee,

proposeit Comprehensive Agreement

a “term of andearmeht.”

“It seems to.me that in using . *
strong words, ‘he s éagertoresume

© the peate negotiamunv rather than

: returr again te the Philippines, he .

.w bluck them,” ke said.

Mr. Duterie said i Sison will

il R the sommunist Teader
~-hécanse he killed “ao mushi of my
. soldiersand policemen”, -

" “Hnothing will happen, I wonld

< tell him’ “do not ever, ever return
“againtothds eountry, Twili dllyou,”

'\va

avent iri LPgaﬂ?i on A;mi 2'—1 f}us'
gay thaz Tty Teady to give the
sTrmunis: rebels dngther ciiat:ce

Ditterte had vren said he would
!ailn'w the communist rebels to ser
up 3 camp whers they could talk
withowt armg around

. The Pregident assured that Sbon

"WIH be given wmplefﬁ freedom to
move arotmd without bamg harmed

by the military snd poliee,
Sison went inte exile 1n-the

 Netherlanigs after the twodecade
‘regime of Tormer ‘President

Ferdinand Marcos e*‘:ded In 1988,
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hhi}"\ e Crver o3
Hyraty

terday,

i T*lﬂui "Ls‘st V&minekdv’ é
the period of ampm}msﬂ ;
1€ wtm“* ng i

hange the &h"e i f,;

_ Termpore Ral

~has prepared #

b Rem: 34
] am&m\immfa 0 Jm B%%

arpaedy

devolving the puwera fromd
i ;mwe'mm
slate, bal

“rigvers of the national government, then @
this would be a pr oliem for him. .
- Redto noted that shared and exchisive
' pum 2, mieither of which are found urider
stitutionsore also something that

[

CpFnmEnt prov

és:j;'{ '-atw ‘uafe

He mpéam& that he han G

othe ;unpas@u I _
130 resulbsin the reduction of

¥ hi

the Co
gt be addres
Lo dn favor of the peace ']ET{)L“‘SS b
Jetns do this n‘uperi\, he added.
Recto also has an issue with the ﬂ'{\w
dingan antil a.mwimn
samore: state

wed dnethe

:ﬂi‘

i T15¢ million to the Bang

“but expects nothing in ret urn from them

For niational development. .

-1 ar in favor of passing the BBL Dut
iw us make it more responsible,” the
wgnator added.

Recte is confident his proposesd americ-

[7zaN Ay

"'--dmeuxf:mn g ith hw il

3 o ra»m i€

ue'wz&h '
iational
Sore

that
achieve lasting pedce in Mindanao.

“reading

"y
2]

1}

*are ajﬂp{eti

Tresi w\-r Prps

Tuinio-Page 6

ced b hig
nmm Major-
ity Tﬁac‘er Toan Miguel Zubiri. :

that the poitits he and Drilon

# all meant 1o’ SRELTE e final
xum pass. the test

Lottt (iedared umt}mtt‘r;muﬂal

- Sen. Aguilitio Pimentel 111 has urged

} fa CUI &g.,u& o behore Hiberal 1 thert .

# this BEL, gonsideting. mz’c 11'

'_.__m‘_-a irlatic l_.;} :
as the final pece of fhe '

g %@h'\:eea ite gm)e ‘;Vnm!

and th{* K’Em

the afimxmdzra*mn i bankmg QI m

I’mw'&twi smd hu andemtandx ixlii"

the viry reason the hzf’ i bm*g »mzh—
nized varelally

. Senate President Vicente ‘mtmﬁl smd he
‘excpects the BBL o be approved on secorid
reading ore Tuesday or \’\niiawmiaj next
A’E“Lk

Af wlaiatu;:mw i able to transmit f*rew :
dent Dutterte's certification of the BBLas an
urgent 1+l by Wednesday; the bill could be
approved mm}skdmmia on ‘Hmi md final
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By Yara ;.ukman

'-havmg hdd: :
- MBIOLZNgG . an .

Cnmaiing recaneﬁ
2 hard. time
slalm:._ I
prayer thather Muslim col-
“leagues hatl taughr her. But it =
was sornething shé had tomas- -

_terufor herjife depencieg b
BV muimg ‘the praver ghet

could: pass’ hersal*ir off 254 Mu

memiber: any | Islarmc ‘praver that

“hergreetings like"
< mualatiam’ - {peaces be i with

. ing'the latnch of the décumen.
tary Hlm ‘Maratabat:

Kawsnto ng. .-i\agmngan
_.'Maram Hano
or - id Mm'am),
Musewrn  in. Makati - City
Thursday, a'day aftér the Firsy
anmversary&fth's;eg& N

. Famxly honor .
“Marazabd{" means “sense
of “pride  and. hotor” i the

Maranae_dialect. Por - families
belonging ‘to the ‘Mort .ethnic
group, the Toss of such “honor
cotld be enougli 0 mgger a
.rlasifeuci ‘of& ride” :
SRt rha Context of -the
'Mamm war, it-also means find-
ing prid" in ‘helping and saving
one’s felloWwmen -in lie-and-
death sittations and later he -
mg them healand rébuild. -
“Maratabat” is thus apph ca-

' "Rxght niow 1 realiv don't e

WaStaught o me T fmjy remems’
CrALsRla-

youy” sani Cc:maimg gneof z:‘rie' AR

_Comating recalled her expe-
enice 1o a panel discussion dur- e

'_'ExAViNG TH]”:” QURAN B Mushm maﬁ 'emvers cop@s of' t he Qua an armd té‘m rubble and rums of
Mgﬂ"- : BRI : e

Srories of: Valw.':
At Yrchénges
on -

hle t{) o Mushn
s aipAhmad Mohammad, s
deader and one of the residenty
“of the Marawi 'a,rea that became
ground zero”. of the mzimn’
. -Z'-Dpﬁmﬁom : S n

‘del

m;q .y“-

Maraw; CI?‘} ~BOBRY T}MON£RA

Promlnent Lanao x:lam :
= CThs” dommemmf}a ;rebounts
the deeds’ of the  “Suicide

Squad“<-a gioup of voiunreers
from prominent clans in Lanan
Sur—whno rescued people’

trapped ‘atthe height-of the -
~Marawl siege. fi-highlights

the
stories of Muslimg whoe hslied

‘Christians avoid bemg s;aptmed
By terrorists.

“fdse Teatured 1y {hp pedfﬁ

: bmidmg prganization Tnterns:

tional  Alert - Philippinss,

aid Nﬁc"r:
youth

whose
importane & ot

building prm £I%

 project officer of Maranag Peti
Cple vael{)pmpm Lenter ‘nc,

.'(Maradec;} 3 nougﬂvemmx,m

Corganization based in Maraws,

Tecalled how she feared Torher
sand her familvs sufety after
readimg  focial medid’ posts
aboput . ferrorists -
Christians in the eitys

‘Menim black csutﬁt

“gaid, rogthed the ‘streets and

v,

isked érzcwmmamagr qu{wtmux
of people they met.

“Confialing ‘hattatell how her
’\&ushm riendslent hertheir hi-

Jah, ﬂ‘ie hPa
Mislion wWomes so . QhL cc:uic}

ﬂi‘ﬂddi&-&p{)k? on fhe.-_'
Jecat - knowi~;’_.
Cedge and context m the 1o

"Iorai digaste
* management office, saitt he had
“tolie T his farmily to pursuc the

beheadiig

nvem‘;g wWorT hv‘

look justlike them.- :
e qarspax‘:‘la "”I‘Gng Pafaﬁum
: O Suicide Squad
St

sk redamum ant

grovp's mission. I “told “my

Haughter ] Wasnot & part'ofithe

operations :,ha had watchec{ oh

. TV " he s«iid

i Reqcue hoirime I

- Pavasumang his fellow vol-
unteers went in and our 6f the
city: first to save their relatives.
They increasingly becamie otga:
nized atid came wp Jater with 4
rescie hotlive number. throush




_they. received more dis-

m thexitv. . .o
. “Armied only: wzrh basic pro-
“tpstive gear like wiite helmets,

--:thw'mtereé zhr: mam bal:le .

“aven by car

Looking™ 'bam ?arasum_
what he did was part of

5 4jihad"” {straggle) to stand
for fellow T UMuslims, o "We
showld ot be cempiac.ent. W
shotld ‘not Jeave vur people

ilone 4o that Marawi won't ex-

perience another siege in the
~¥urure,” he said.

Aid tacking for evacuees

A vear after the siege, Salic
{prihim, Maradeca's chief exec-
utive officer, noted that resi-
“denteForced o flee the fighting
remained  at’ the evacuation
centers, -s:hping_ ~with jnade-

yrhasrpar:
. become problem n
CHBHtA oF Ramadan,

grioug purposes like ablution,
sside From cooking meals be-
fore and after their daily fasts.

Some-vi-the food.coming from

Eabour penpm trappen €omaé Foras

gtnersusiy shavad “theie fe0d
“and remurf‘es at the heigh! e
‘the crigis” ..

It caileé on  vicwers zw v

‘those wh: risked their Yives:
save those trapped in the e
_ba!. zones,

: ke o
“the evaruees ‘need it for reli-

an _tht.--]Siuilti igom

solution, should be
Joval
f:immmfentary saitl, echoing the

group’s stand. “We need to re-
“member and buikd upon the

many instances when rdinary

‘peoplé Tought Againist terror

resoued  the winerable, afe

memmber May 73, 2017, Tt t:ani}

“for the Blood spitied iy Marawi
‘but alse for the humanity that

shone throvgh the bravery e

Martial iaw atceptabie '

" fpan interview, members of
Suiride Souad said they found
the imposition of martialiew i
Mindanas acceptable hecause

oblem,.tha...

ﬁferent %mm ma’i}’*l‘u_ .

fhrahim said.
The screening of “Marata-

mmmed )

foreign.donors proved unappe-
1 mg for ihe chil(}ren, ﬁn amm ;

i
want to help us sheuld not just
b {mnﬁned tol tevacuation 75

tem’ Thisis not ke the sitna-

tion after Superty phucm *Yoian-
da ibratiimosaid.

“While Marawi has been re-
ceiving aid from different coun-
trive . International  Alert
siressed  that  the  residents
shouid learn to stand by them-
selver and that rebuilding ef-
forts should be placed primarily
4in the hands of the locals.

I

* nandh Cabrera-Manfan

bat” on Thursday aiso featured
& phstc exhibit by indiac
d phata]oumahs&

0, Bobby Timonera amd

UhAaraw residents : _
The dﬂcumenmm Was Wti*/ '
‘ten and narrated by joursa

¥d Lingao, and produced with
the support 6f Australia’s Tag-
part mmt of rﬁrugﬁ Affam and
Trade, NG

“sMargtabat” con be wewaﬂf‘
online through the ‘websire and
social media channels of Interne:
rionul Alert Philippines twww fry-
ternationai-alert.org),

proi-.

A:'n &
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: putee:i &aouﬁz {‘hina

question "’How manj ik
Jands comprise the Philip:
| pines? used tobe: "Deperids an
whether it's jow or high tide:
Not anymore ~ now the cau
CHohs: -r»sm?‘s i *‘Bsfor@ or ai“ter
Drterted :
Filipings; suppmsedlv among
' *he. ‘world's happiést purople, ;
resort o jokes to soften th&;‘ impact of the uncertam
~hard timies. Fhelps, arguanh,thai President Rodripo
. Qui:crie s the i'uoheai-mnkmg foker tn the pack. -«
- The'then Dwao ¢ Jh mavor ,aam ciurmp“ the.« pI’Eai-
denrzaj debat 2

armgh-t;hﬂa?_ Hewasnot sure here T’}
But Fm;;mo voters, who love entertainment more

t"‘idf" arali Limment on the: r_ampmg:n tzml iau?h{.ci

_ and Iapped itup:

- Now the joke s on them I has mm?d uu* ‘that rhn'

(mt}udmg a*appmg runaway chime and mrmpnun n
- 5tx months, and retning in prices) that millicens
lowed afd no Sp
_rihnumgzthe eritertainment %he*-" E‘Eblderif
C Patlvand a s&natonaifwamuﬁ:w
o zﬁew’bu} a8 & “bugaa” recer ttmwd tne #éa uff Lm
* stgutan with their | jet skz antice as a qymheln sm;aw mf
' ‘rh  flag in undisputed Philippine waters.
- Inthe same program, a sendoff for Filiping scientists
' mﬂked to cohduct resvarch at the Philippine (Benham)
- Rise, Duterte: again vowed niot to allow other states
to grab Philippme sovereign. rights ~ eme,p thiat that
ipwblnm is o the other (west) side of Luzon, . -
In hits original 2015 jet ski dine: Duterte sald i reply
toa guestion of erie of the fishermen shoved away fiom -
.$mrmmugh (Paniatag) shoat by the Chinese coas guard:
“Ewili ask the Navy to bring e o the neares bound-
ary dyan sa Spratly..- Scarbotough. Rababe gk, sasakay
#o ngjet ski, dal-diaia ko yung flag wg Piliping at ;’1{;7 Lk
<akosdoon sa airport e tapos ttanim ko, then Twould say,
“This is onrs and do'what vousantwithme. Bebials ui
- Fayn T would stake that claim and if they want o, you
knibw e~ g matagal ko g ambisyon van s m:zmng hem.mr
i bahala nikea

" Meanwhi : : e
o up its: selfing up ol mi _aw mstaﬁlai:u W on-arthcial ;}
-islands byilt in the Philippines’ Exci e Economic
Zmze with Ditstorke Iooking the other sway
A count by Reigters has shown fhat since 2014, O i

H’) P}}ﬂ;p}g!ﬁg Vwate
j Bﬁiﬁi*«” aitstrips

aultai:w on hofvx

mém of -.fhe - Deparhmmt bf .Eomjgn Affmﬂ ‘that they

1ppm lbu_t alis
-:f_utmnal admmxa"ﬂv

- 35"; 51%5 5 lﬁi sﬂvab ‘ﬂ"'vt Qne ﬁ‘f ﬁe‘?éfﬁu VOtE—’P’ 391 14%) F B Sy 5 %
P eting promise -no shotild have pri b ac

..“==‘ Gm‘ij G

"5:'.to"'&ec§are- egai under the I.NC%O‘S th:m harassmg

Muangyan Dac 1o the Chinese,
- muchof the wirld, Paviatag had been s fishi 1§ gmund_

- administration left them 4
3 maq*

b unal i

Theé more menacing instaliationss
intorced shelters and o
o ‘

' smught wider and deepir non-p:
o confront Chindse etcroachment?
about LChina’s military bmida 7 We
ript of May 10, "Playing solo, Duterie
https iRy comiya :

the ‘standing btatw'_

A we write this, we have only

it-need ot

.shtm}d ?m operinot only to the Phl-
o China and other: nghbms whise
fishtherp. o000
v criterivin Gt ds. nﬁt},.}’
o Panatag. The shi al
nautical miles from Zambales and 5830 rin

nly

‘and barring Filipinos from Panatag,
“Also knowr as Baio de Masialoc it pramal. *amef :
and Scarborough' 10’

to genetations of Filipings nntd 2012 wheti'the: pmmam :
{zw merty of thr* Clw
tiard after s st;mdait .
Al wugb Panibag 16 W;H’ur& the Lm.mmf

- th lusive Eeonomid Zone, the PCA riled, thaf the'.
- Philippines and Ching miust share its fishory Tesiuroes”
*betweenthemand with oiher nezghhsrs‘ Cima rem:'»em.:
: ti; ‘honorithe award, :

- Without power tiy ref;nlw qmre*ugnt i spmm the ;
stient invife 479-page award tin whio owns’
Panatag. Ow nera}up equate@ 1o soverelpnity, 'which
involves the exercisc of the full power and authority
of thestate. _
- The tribichal r:iawzfzed Panafa;;, ak “htgh t}dc fea
tures” -frocks), which cannot sustan human habitation
~or econgrmc lte of their ovim. “Rocks” have no BEZ or
“continerdial shelf, but thev do count for territorial ciama
e claims of up to L ﬁm ca* tevntova‘ waters. L»U
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he person of Sei

"{oahzmn (“%’Pﬁ) e ook over i’wm

Sen, Aguiling “Keko” Pimentei Iﬂ m*esxﬁﬁm of

'-_ﬂw PDP-Laban. .
. 'Senator ?mmntc] was i)let"t{*d %emte pmsl

-'._'.den* st the start of the Duterte administration in
: ---»"sharﬁz has beezl veryvoeal in hy\ msxateﬁc& tila* in.

it saming E‘amtxtutmnai Conver '(m m draw 1p e;}

LI nﬂi ?::ecause the party bad 2 ma]omv m the
.hanmer iLwas more ar a;,f‘u:m@fr B eonisensus
.j'*-ammsg "3 mem’nern "‘é&h*ﬂ

Z th(, "‘i‘aemnalma Part;y {T‘«!Ti’; awu i*mm me Lmteaﬁ
ﬂme ff‘nm the Lih

.'thnaizf;i Mnancé: (E I

Thfare are xmiv

)

'_ .ihe ~t¢:rt ni T.ht’ new Congres‘- aw iead

though. dnéided anio -

.. & Ah’ Are7 2 ;
2 _Lai)am reeie tmm%a %ena.mrb aithtaugh th&v ha&e -

= -;Snut;z
: ‘ﬁarecﬁ

i r*ee imm At&maﬂktr&ﬁjr mw_ '. :t}m' Hpe Lht Sendte wiil now’ bw
CPDE Laban bul ‘ikie senalors chose Bzmeﬂte_l-at_ o

of the pro- -

more aoz_ii}deni;,'mt}
ingtitution in the great teaditior
iy o .mat \f» i m a}wm m i.he,si hf‘iﬁm

" three meribers i
--Vicmm
m,m 1 of the Nationalist Pﬁ}pk‘ 80

nat 8 fav:n* ik
vesident R&th@f:t it is:

said. the senators

.'_heueve Sozta will be more a»swﬂv‘e of the fights of

i Senate as an mdependmmt chaniber of ¢ Congress -

-~ andof J’ae mtere%tt of tmd £l namr‘-': ni uhaiwf*r'
--.polzzwa par'f g

~ThiBanate musx' dxfi;wli ma{z ahe.iri ‘»peaker :

nﬂu £y uustitutmrs mmr-;mrzzamg a z‘e(iﬂm &;yf:! en’ nf_

156 pfépused 2X hbt that xgzw*'e.s ﬂ{;nﬂi’{)?

{ning. %g*a d‘{i(i 1ts ?ei tions \x ith the B4 nied
China; Rissia, and @Lhe\r couriiries, © 0
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e active,
o1 {miui morfs md{*pencxeﬂz »
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\@ were pm ei au aeim:r
h

: the dntrépi ﬂeet of three balangay% uf
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President’s chief bodyguard gets new post

Brig. Gen. Lope Dagoy, commander of the Presidential Security Group (PSG), assumed his
new post on Thursday as brigade commande of the SOan Bngad_e based in Leyte

_ replacing Brig. Gen. Francisco Mendoza Jr. e
Maj. Gen. Raul Farnacio, chief of the 8th Infantry D:vzszon preszded over the change of

command ceremony.
A member of the Philippine Military Academy “Hinirang” Class of 1987, Dagoy had led the

PSG since March last year.

Sources said Col. Jose Eriel Niembra, who once served under Task Force Davao and the
PSG, is the strongest candidate to replace Dagoy at the PSG. —FRANCES MANGOSING

Honor. Patriotism.Duty
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6th infantry Division gets new commander
Hy: John Unson

‘MAGUINDANAO "F‘hx!lppmeS < The ‘Moro® s{amlc Liberation font . : olic
" installation’ of the néw commander of the Army's 6th Infantry Division on Sa’curday f” rst ever'

in the unit's 30-year history.

Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, who graduated from the Philippine Military Academy in 1987, took
over from Gen. Amel Dela Vega, now commander of the Western Mindanaco Command

based in Zamboanga City.

Dela Vega, who belong to PMA's Class 1985, was 6th ID's commander for more than a year
prior to his designation as chief of WestMinCom by President Rodrigo Duterts.

The MILF was represented in the event, heid at Camp Gonzalo Siongco in Datu Odin
Sinsuat town in Maguindanao by Von AlHag, Toks Ebrahim and members of their
Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities led by Butch Malang.

Units of 6th 1D and the MILF are cooperating in maintaining franquility in conflict flashpoint
areas based on an interim ceasefire pact between the group and Malacafiang, the July 1697
Agreement on General Cessation of Hostilities.
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By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride
Sobejana, commander of Joint Task Force Sulu before he got to the helm of 6th ID, said he
will suppeort extensively Duterte’'s peace process with the MILF, just the way his
predecessors, Dela Vega and Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., now chief of the Armed Forces, did.

Sobejana, while a junior officer, receive a Medal of Valor for gallantry in combat.

Also present in the turnover program were local officials from provinces in Region 12 and the
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, among them ARMM Gov. Muliv Hataman and
Jhazzer Mangudadatu, incumbent member of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan in
Maguindanao. .
Sobejana said at the sideline of the activity that he will sustain 6th ID's peace-building
programs pioneered by Galvez and Dela Vega in keeping with Malacafiang's southern
peace process, meant to put a negotiated closure to the now 50-year Moro issue.

“Of course the 6th 1D will. need the support of all local government.units inside .its.area of
responsibility. | am thankful that the LGUs in this part of the country are very supportive of
peaceful means of addressing local security concerns,” he said.

The 6th ID covers the provinces of Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, North Cotabato and
several towns in Lanac del Sur, where there government-recognized enclaves of the MiLF,
now called “peace zones.”

The command fransition from Dela Vega to Sobejana was presided over by Gen. Rolando
Joselito Bautista, commanding general of the Philippine Army.

The ceremony was capped off with the grant of a distinguished service star citation fo Dela
Vega for his accomplishments while 6"ID’s commander.

| Maguindanao and North Cotabato from Islamic State-inspired militants led by Abu Toraife.

Toraife, a radical cleric, is self-proclaimed “revolutionary emir” of a faction in the outlawed

—-Bangsamoro-Islamic Freedom Fighters.

-+ The BIEE uses the:Islamic State flag-and is feared for the-enforcement-by.its commanders:of o
@’ Taliban-stylejustice systern that local Muslim ‘communities “detest for being ruthless and™

primitive.

Dela Vega also played a key role in the surrender in baiches in recent weeks of 15 BIFF
members, four of them frained by the siain Malaysian terrorist Zuliifli bin Hir, also known as
Marwan, in fabrication of improvised explosive devices.

The now reforming former BIFF members are now being ushered into mainstream society by
the 6™ 1D and the office of Maguindanac Gov. Esmael Mangudadatu via socioc-economic and
psycho-social interventions.
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