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By EDU PUNAY

~_ Ousted chief justice Maria L

B A R T 7 e 1 Lttt

ctirdes
Sereno yesterday appealed the Supreme
Court decision removing her through a
mere quo warranto petition, noting that
the SCviolated her constitutional rightto

‘due process and overstepped its power.

~ In & 205-page motion filed minutes before
the deadline, the ousted chief magistrate

asked the SC to reconsider its ruling on.May:.

I that abruptly ended her unprececented

er appointment in 2012,

- Sereno likewise urged the court 1o réverse

the decision of six assotiate justices she ac-

cused of bias against her — Toresita Leonardo-

te Castro; Diosdade Pealta Tiicss Bersnmin,

" errors, the dedision

Francis Jardeleza, Nogl Tijam and Samuel
Martires —not
“More than

Justice, an impartial tribunal is erucial and
indi$pensable, The decision illustrates vividly

the dire and far*reach%ﬁi consequences of a

denial of due process,” she argued.

- Sereno insisted that the SC has no authority
to remove her from office because under the
Constitution, the chief justice can be ousted

-only through an impeachment process,

“The indisputable mtent of the Constitution
is that impeachable officers, save for the Presi-
dentand Vice President, can be removed from
office only by impeachment,” read the motion.

She rejterated that the issue on her state- .
ments of assets, liabilities and net worth -

(SALNs} cannot be the basis for adjudging
hersupposed lack of integrity and dishonesty.
Tumio Page 8

2 nhibit from thecase: . oo
merous legal and factual .
proves that in meting cut

o ';Ee{iﬁon of the solicitor general to invalidate




“This Honorable Court
erred in ruling that the Respon-
dent ‘chronically failed to file
her SALNs..." The filing per se
of a SALN neither proves nor
negates a person’s integrity,”
she argued, .

Sereno likéwise insisted
that the quo warranto petition
should not have been granted

From Page 1

~“Serenc also told The Chiefs

‘incan interview aired Tuesday

night on Cignal TV's One News
‘that her ordeal continues after
Jher custer as the Bureau of Inter-

"nal Revenue (BIR) has launched
“an investigation against her,

which ghe said is “fllegal” and

Lpart of “persecution” by the

-Puterte administration. . .

T Uhechtlise i alrdady went e

vond the one-year prescription
period fromappointment:
The ousted 5C chief added

the decision made ‘baseless
conclusions that are unsup- "
ported by the evidence,- such -
;a5 her alleged tax fraud when

there was no evidence to-sup-
POTLEE

- “The matters that were nev-
‘er raised by either party are
actually mere allegations or
charges raised in the impeach-
ment complaint before the

“Housc of Representatives, all

‘of which have vet to be proven.
Since the allegations stated
therein are nothing more than
mere charges, they cannot be
taken as evidence against the

- Chief Justice,” she stressed.

“pral argument, ‘in ‘the case:of;
Justice Martires) arve clearanid

“UUSHE said the sikcjustiees

‘should have been required by

_the Court to inhibit from the
~case due to actual biases.

“The justices’ testimonies

_mittee on justice {and in the:

convincing evidence of actual

“bias,” Serent explained. -

“The justices’ slatements,
and the emotional implications

that are attached to the same,

are evidence of actual ‘bias.
Actual bias is anchored not

simpiy on their participation”
-in the proceedings, but rather, -
on the substance of their state- .1
: looking into her'tax records;
“sent her letters demanding that-

menis,” she added.

The 5C voted 8-b 1o declare

and actuations in the hear- .
Jings before the House com-

the chief justice position vacant
and ordered the Judicial and
Bar Coundi] to start the search
for Serend’s replacement.
Apart from Sereno’s ouster,
the 5C also issued a show
cause order requiring her to
show why she should not
be penalized for supposediy
violating the Code of Profes-
sional Responsibility and the
Code of judicial Conduct "for

transgressing the sub judice

rule and for casting aspersions
and ill motives to the members

~of the Sapreme Court.”

Those in the majority were
Associate: Justices De Casg-
iro, Peralta; Bersamin, Jardele-

za, Tijam, ‘Martires, Andres’

mundo.

‘Presbitero Velasco Tr., Mariano

del {Castillo; Estela Bernabe,

Marvic Leonen and Alfredo
Benjamin ‘Caguioa dissented
“frovn the ruling:. s

7 Senjor Associate Antonic’
Carpio and Associate Justices.

" Tax probe
“Bereno likewise revealed
“thatthe tax bureaw has started

Jnvestigated. .
< "The prescriptive

.;she surrender her books:of ac-.
count and conducied prelimi-

nary conference the other day.

- “This is a clear message
to everybody — you don’t
mess with this administration

‘because we-will-filecharges—

against you, we will have

.. tax audit and you will ‘have
- all-these kind of difficulties,” -

Sereno told The Chiefs. -
She said the BIR probe is

illegal because she was being

agked to submit her records

from as early as 2004, which

supposedly could no longer be

T jﬁeﬁod
{for whatever possible tax eva-

_sion committed 14 years ago)
< has-already lapsed. It's reaily

unjust;it’s illegal,” the ousted

chief justive siressed,

‘Sereno befleved that the BIR
probe:is part of harassment

‘against herby the adminis-

tration of President Duterte,
whom she has publicly criti-
cized and accused of being
behind her custer from the top
judicial post.- - oo
. She claimed she has paid
her taxes correctly and also has
not hidden any wealth.
"My house is sitting on a

“appointment of

_.ZQﬁgég_u_a_re_:meienpre_perty{Of;.-é
“the vehicles'I own, the most

expensive is a P900,000 Innova,
You've seen my clothes and
jewelry. Nothing in my life is
hidden,” she pointed out.

—-“Nany people commerted”

onmy way of living —it's very
modest. So this is not a lifestyle.
chick; it's persecution,” s
allepe o B
T%\e ousted chiefjustice also’
revealed for the first ime that
she was asked by an emissary
as early as July or August last
year to resign from her post.

“It would be politically -

smart, according to them, and
it would have spared me of dif-
ficulties, pain and persecution.
But { said if a public official

who'is ready to face her accus- |
ers willjust resign and give up;

‘thien nothing will be lefl of our
institutions,” she said.

In the same interview, Sere-
nowelcomed the recent Senate
resolution signed by 14 sena-
tors calling for review of the
SCruling éxat granted the quo

“warranto petition of the solici-

‘tor general and invalidated the
th‘e chief jus-

fice in 2012 o

“That was a very pleasant

* by listerin

SUTPHSEIWESVeryEeaggd e s

that they are fighting for their
-constitutional role of being the
sole impeachment court,” she

scommented.
Sereno said newly elected

Senat Pregident Vicente Sotio
1 should not igniore the resolu-

- She said the Senate resofi-
‘Hon gives her hope of pursuing
her fight for ruie of law and
protection of democracy against
abuses by those in power,
Sereno revealed that she has
béenmieeting supporters from
allwalks of life in her speaking-
events, especially the vouth,
who shared their sentiments
against the administration.on
issues involving extrajudicial

Zkillings, closure :of Boracay

island and the policy towards

CChina.. el
- "Ttell them we have to fight

to defend democracy and have

-anindependent judiciary,” she

stressed. . 0 o o
~The ousted.5C chief be-

‘Tieved that the justice systém
15 ICU {intensive care unit)

stage” and the Constitution is
in-danger because the Presi-
dent does not respect it,

giothe idserators.
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By Marlon Ramos
. @MRamosiNG

‘Maria Lourdes Sereno voiced
- hopes that all wasn't lostin the
motiorn: for reconsideration she
flled ow Wednesday, urging her
colleagues on ‘the Supreme
Courtto invalidate their decision
_booting her out as Chief Justice,

s*rom BY MARLON RAMOS il

o in her motion fnr remns:deraﬁon, the onsted Cbief}usuce pnmts outto the Sﬂpl‘
ma;onty mImg set as:de canstitutwnai and legnk ru!es and pmc;p}es,

‘Celida, the ‘government's
pnmary lawyer, initiated the
quo-warranto proceedings for
‘Serenv’s failure to submit alt

©“her statements of assers, iahil-
- -ities and net worth (SALNs) to -

the Iudicial and Bar Council
{IBC) when she applied for the
top judicial post in 2012,

“

The JBC vets all candidates
for jobs in the judicldry.

The = majority . ruling,

In an unpre cedested raling”
OB 'May 11, the high courtvored .
8 6 in finding Sereno “guilty cf

uniawiully holding and exer-

cising the Ofﬁce of the Chief
Iustice

Bereno, who drew Prem--

ey Duterte's-ire-for-defend-

mg mdges on his “narcolist,”
eplete

I

:which :granted -
the qut warranto petition
broughr against her by Solici-
“tor General Jose: Caliga, “itlus-
~trates vmdly the dire and far-
reaching consequences ‘ofade-".
“nial of due process,” she saad in
“hermetion.”

¢ A quo ‘warranto i a chai
Jenge to an official’s qualificar
tions for the post.

Dowhat's right
“This is essentiaily a plea to
the honorable court to do what
is right and just,” Sereno said in
the motion her lawyers filed.
“Basic, Tundamental and
longstanding . constitutional
and legal rules and principles,
and settled judicial precederits
were ignored, set aside and re-
versed by the majority decision
to achieve one -end—the dis-
gualification and puster of the
| Chief Jystice,” she said.

: enne&-:_:‘b' k,.W:A@saeiat9r~5-%}ustice--=.-~ i
by 4 “hibition -of judges shouid _be

equallyapphed inthiscasa?:

Noel Tijam, said Sereno flouted

‘he T Const titoh dnd the Code

of Judicial Conduct when she
¢did not submitall her SALNs.
< At said Sereno shouid have
been disqualified at the cutset,

-adding that a "member of the 7

Jjudiciary who commits such vi-

“plations cannot be deemed to
the: e

grson of--in'teg'r-lty

“Not mherently irmmoral
“Bereno -sald the majority
i"uimg explicitly stated that her
failure to-submit all her SALNs
should be considered “neot 'in-
herenﬂy imemoral.” e
“And since this hohorable
cotirt has essentially held that
the nonfiling of a SALN is not
Snherently immoral, this puz-

.ported offense should not have

negated the Chief Justice's in-
tegrity,” she argued. -
_Maoreover, she pointed out
that the decision was rendered
“null and void” after Tijam and
five other assoclate fustices re-
fused -to -recuse themselves
from the deliberations on' Cati-’
da's petition despite theirpalpa-

‘ble biag against her and in vicla-
tion of her tight to due process.

The five associate justices

~are Teresita Leonardo-de Cas-

tro; Diosdado Peralta, Lucas
Bersamin, Samne! Martireg
and Francis Jardeleza. Except
for Martires, the justices testi-

“Hied in the impeachment pro-

‘ceedings -against her in the
House of Representatives,
-:Said Sereno: “This honor-
able court has required {the] in-
‘hibition of trial court judges
for far ‘tesser reasons. Fstah- |
Adished jurisprudence onithe in-e

= Bhe said ‘the disqualiﬁc'a—

tion .of the six “justices "is =
mandatory, -grounded on au:m—

al bias and not mere participa-
tion in the hearmgs mld by the

“impeachable officiais ke the
Chief fustice can be removed
only by impeachment and not
by any other means.”

"The " proverbial path to
perdition, which the majorizy
of this court has taken, that is
paved mainly with the inten-
tion of removing the Chief Jus-
tice by any means, can lead on-
Iy Lo the destroction of judicial
independence and the separa-
tion of powers,” she said.

- "That is & conseqguence, un-
intended as it may be, that the
respondent earnestly asks this
court to veer away from,” she
added. “The independence of
the judiciary turns on this
court’s adherence to this rle”

A

FESH commxtteeonjusnce gt
" Sereno stressed that Sec-
~tion 2, Article ‘XI of the 1887 -
Constitution mandates that -

eme Court that its May 11
and settied Judmal precedents. :

According to Rereno, her
colleagues” decision is uncan-
stitutional since they have no
authority to unsear a member
of the high tribunal outside of
the impeachment process.

“Textually, impeachment is
the only methed for remaval of
appointive constitutional offi-
ters permitted under the Con-
stitation,” she said,

Expedlienit procedure

€ess’ dehberateiy chosen by the

o Constittution eouldnothe sip.
- stiruted withan experhent pro—
.Gn%y.hy m:peachmem. i

cedure, :
The majority decision sald
the quo warranto could pro-

Lteed simulaneously with ime .. ...

peachment as the petition

“was a remedy for ¢hallenging
nappointed official's quatifi-="~ 0

-ations while impeachment’

“was for acts made after ap—

pointinent.’

In the 1mpeachment ‘com-
plaint, Sereno was accuséd of,
among other charges, failing
to declare her real wealth, by
ing a luxury car with govern. -

‘ment funds and making ques-

tionable  decisions - without
consulting her fellow magis-
trafes. INQ

- SEI‘QHO gaids Qs dlffmuft prﬂ"
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By RA!N.!ER ﬁ\Ll.J\N RONDA'

Maiacanang’s recent send-off of a team of scientists and re-
searchers to the Philippine Rise signalled a multi-agency and
multi-disciplinary effort for research and development on the vast

undersea plateau.

Science and Technology Secre-
tary Fortunato dela Pefia said the
department had been conducting a
mostly lonely R&D effort on the for-

_mer Benham Rise with some vessel

has put us ata dzsadvan’cage," he
added. “I'm happy the President
has given priority to this, not only

" toshow to the world that-this is our
erritory, but also fo be able to come

mformahon Third, a survey of the
benthic resources that included
taking a look at the marine life and
that's when we saw the different
species of not only fish, there was
also algae and corals,” he said.

The National Research Council
of the Philippines (NRCP) had sent
three of its members to the expedi-

tion last week.

‘Doralyn Dalisay, & marine

scientist from the University.of .

o f»;upporf from the Bureas of Fisher—

o "Many are becommg mterested o

Dela Pefa told reporters. o
“DENR {Department of Ermmnﬁ

:_ment and Natursl Resourees) hagal-
- DOST had spent P39 million forthe

~--first-exploratiorractivities through—
. its attached agencies Philippine-

“readytaken the initative to dedam
~parteof Bertharn Rise as marine
protecied areas,” henoted. .. -
' said that the DOST |

: pour
" undersea platean after the Unifed
. Nations declared it as part of the
crouftry’s continental shelf. -

| “We are sormetimes always late’

on things. We already have informa- -

tion on the resouress available there, .. of them is to look at the physical

‘we have obtained the necéssary....
legal rights to manage the area. I
. think we should not. dﬂljhdally,”
Dela Pefia said.
““Because, as we have experm~
enced in other cases, non-action

‘up with the appropriate plans to
. manage and protect.the resources.”
The DOST has allocated P38 mil-

lion this year for R&D of P}uhppme

TRise, Dela Pefia said.

-According to Dela Pefia, the

Council for Industry, Energy and,

“This had three components: one

configuration, the exact measure:

- ment of the physical features,” he _
“said, pointing out the undersea land- |
1nass measured 13.6 million hectares.

“Second, there was research to
build & database of marine resource

Emerging Technology Research and -

“Development, and the Philippine
Council for Agriculture, Aquatic,.

- “and Natural Resources Research -
and Development in 2016 to 2017..

" San Agustin, said that the vast
«:-resources:underneath.can be.

a source of new drugs: anubxoncs, o

-anti-cancer compounds, anti-den-
" gue and anti-malaria:

"We could find somét%nng new

" here that we could exploit for drug
- dzscovery; “shesaid B

-Gl Jacinto, representmg the Uni-

. versity of the, P}:uhppmes’Manne
- Science Institute, said that'aside
‘from the rich marine biodiversity,
‘the' importance of Philippine Rise is -
- seer infisheries, oceanography and
“ meteorology, and hoped for the con-
_tinued support of the government

in their research activities:
“Research will not only be done

intwo years-but decades for futyre

generations,” he said.
Clarita Carlos, a member of

the NRCF governing board, was

also in the contingent. 31/
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KBOARD A US MILITARY

AIRCRAFT—US Defense Sec-
retary Jim Mattis said on Tues-
day that the United States
would continue to confront
what Washington sees as Chi-
na's militarization of islands in
the South China Sea, despite
drawing condemnation from
Beijing for an operation in the
region over the weekend.
Reuters first reported that
two US Navy warships sailed
near South China Sea islands

claimed by China on Sunday,

even as US Presiden: Donald

T opetation; KW s

tion on North Korea,

“freedom of navigation,” was
the larest attempt to COURLEr
what Washington sees as Bel-
jing’s efforts to imil freedom

waters, where  Chinese,

Japanese and some Soatheast
‘"-"Aszannawes bpérates i
~China’expressed ‘its anger,- 5

saymg it had sent ships and
aircraft to warn the US war-
ships to leave.

International waters

“You'll notice there is only
one country that seems to fake
active steps to reboff them or
state their resentment [to]
them, but it's international wa-
ters and a lot of nations want to
see freedom of navigation,”
Mattis told reporters while en-
route to Hawaii, where he
would oversee a change of com-
mand for U5 Pacific Command.

While the Sunday operation
hat been planned months in
advance, and similar operations
have become routine, it comes
at 2 particularly sensitive tdme
and just days after the Pentagon
disinvited China from a major
US-hosted naval drill.

Jim Mattis --ap

operations have ‘little impact

largely symbelic.

Pentagon officials” have
long complained that China has
not been candid enough about

of navigation in the strategic its rapid military buildup and

using South China Sea islands
ro gather intauigence.
“iRecent: o satellite

peared to have &eployed track-
mounted - surface-to-air mis-
stles or antiship cruise missiles
on Woody Isiand in the Paracel
archipelago.

Barlier this month, China’s
People’s Liberation Army Air
Force landed borabers on-dis-
puted islands and reefs in the
South China Sea as part of a
training exercise in the region,

Opague things

“When they (Chinesej do
things that are opaque fo the rest
of us, then we cannot cooperate
in areas that we would other-
wise copperate in,” Mattis said.

He said US diplomats were
engaged on the issue, and he had
heard concemns about Chiness
actions not just from within the
United States government, but
also from regional allies. —reuters

-4

Trumpsecks-Chinesecoopera~- ~en(iritics- have said-these v

: sophigs o
-'.tcgraphs -showed.- China per

|
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By Vince F. Nonatoe
@VinceNonatoINQ

Foreign Secretary Alan Peter
Cayetano on Wednesday denied
doing nething white China ton-
tinued to build up its defenses in
the South China Sea as lawmak-
ers questioned the Duterte ad-
niniseration’s “seeming lack of
response” to Beffing’s militariza-
tion of the strategic waterway.
National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon JT. aiso

parried”suggestions ofa-cop

_.out, telling a pews forum in
“Manila that President Duterte”

was ready to go to war if the
Chinese harmed Filipino troops
manning the Philippines’ out-
posts in the Spratly archipelago.

- “The.other night,.the Presi:
dent said if his troops are

_ harmed, that could be his red

line” Esperon said.

Fellowing
line, however, Espercn played
down China's landing of long-
range bombers on Woady Is-
iand in the Paracel archipelago,
saying the island was not locat-
ed in Philippine ferritory.

‘Are we the target?'

He also brushed aside re-
ports that China had deployed
antiship cruise missiles and sur-
face-to-air inissile systems on
three reefs claimed by the
Philippines—Kagitingan {inter-
nationally known ag Fiery Cross
Reef), Zamora {Subi) and Pan-
ganiban (Mischief}-—saying they
posed no danger to the country.

“Are we the target? Should
we be alarmed? [ don't think $0,
becauge we are not at war with
China,” sai¢t Esperon, a former
chief of staff of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines. '

.

Malacanang’s

CERIEEDON GOVIT:
Lorenzana, Foreign Secretary Alan

officials are questioned by Magdalo Rep. Gary Alejano on the
government’s alleged inaction on China’s mititary buildup in the
West Philippine Sea during a'House committee briefing on

Wednesday. ~VINCEF, NONATO

o ishouldwe protest)that?:

1 don't thinkso,"he added.. -

President Duterte has taken
flak in recent weeks for not con-
fronting Beijing following news
of the landing of H-6K bombers
on Woody Island and the de-
ployment of weapons on Philip-
pine territery, with opposition
lawmakers outraged by his say-
ing he did not want to go to war
with a far superior China.

On Wednesday, during a
hearing called by the West
Philippine Sea special commit-
tee of the House of Representa-
tives headed by Rep. Feliciano
Belmonte, Magdalo Rep. Gary
Alejanc took Cayetano to task
for refusing to file a diplomatic
protest against China’s aggres-
siveness in the South China Sea,

Although congressional in-
guiries into national security is-
sues are usually held behind
closed doors, the hearing called

.

‘

i‘—-:.

<by Belmonte’s.. committee on .
Wednesday was open to the

public for three houss.

Diplomatic action

Responding to  Alegjano,
Cayetano claimed the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs had tak-
en diplomatic action. “Several
dozens, maybe so, 1o0--TH
have to count it—over the past
‘twoyears,” he said.

Cayetano, however, loosely
used the term “dipiomatic
protest” to refer to any expres-
sion of disagreement.

“When we file a note verbale,
that's a protest... If we list down
evervthing that's a protest. If we
list down 1o things, then we
‘protest’ 10 things. It's the con-
tent,” Cayetano said. “If I get the
microphone and 1 say, ‘Ching,
what you're doing is wrong/
that's a protest.”

“We are not asking you to

“ministration’s —-approach

frust us biindly,” he added. "We
have been filing a dipiomatic
protest, but the critics want us to
announce it loudly. That 1s not
conducive to the ongoing tatks.”

Cayetano repeated this ne-
tion several times during the
hearing as he fielded questions
from the lawmakers.

At one point, Cayerano de-
scribed confronting China in
the court of public opinion as
“the Aguino way, the Del
Rosario, the Carpio-or-whatev- -
er-you-want-to-call-it way.”

“He was Teferring to former

_President Benigno Aguine 1L,

Foréign Secretary Albert del
Rosario, and acting Chief Justice
Antonio Garplo, who had been
prodding the Duterte adminis-
tration fo protest China's ag-

~-gressive moves-lest-its-silence - oo

be taken for acquiescence.
_Cayetano described the ad-

“prudent, patient and pragmat-
ic® and characterized it as “the
traditional building of trust
through diplomacy.”

Not a shouting match

Alejano, however, said “fii-
ing a diplomatic protest isnota
shouting mateh.”

"We are npow submitting
purselves because we want to
appease China on what they
want,” he said, warning that
China wouid eventuaily estab-
lish this as the “nerm” that it
would refuse to change.

Algjanc  alse  called out
Cavetano for “always pinning
the blame on President
Agquine,” when the Duterte ad-
ministration has already been
in power for some time, —wiTHA
REPORT EROM JAYMEE T. GAMIL AND
REUTERS INQY
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us blindly. We have been filing
diplomatic protests, but our critics
want us to shout loudly,” Cay-
~etano said, addressing Rep. Gary
Alejano of Magdalo party-list,
" “Nangguling tayo -sa past ad-
ministration i wiling fishing, na
Cprintost Tumnto Page

By DELON PGR&:ALLA_ - 3 tegard to China, assuring them
B o s b ot Sop e A ; "fha'i the govemmen‘c 38 -doing its

- Trust yows government. o,
- Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan
Peter Cayetano yesterday asked
members of the Houge of Rep-

- vesentatives-to trust-the forelgn - without fanfare: - w o
policy of President Duterte ‘with ™ “We are not asking you to trust

LS to keep confronting Beifing
- in BCH. Story on Page 2.

job through diplomatic means

DFEA conpaes
. : 5’Ca§¥etano told the former ?Ml—

pag nngsu-supply tayﬂ'éé Ayun— : _
! ‘ -ippine Marine Corps caplain.

ginnagpapatiniere faye, Ngayon
putvede na (We came from
the previous admisistration -

when we couldn’t -even fish,

and when we re-supplied our -
troops in Ayungin Shoal, we - :
away nia through media at siga- -

had to dodge. Now we are able
t0...) because 'we did it qui-

. "We're not saying it's per-

fect. But we ate not doing it
- like ‘the (former president Be-

atgno Aguino III) or (acting
Chief Justice Antonio Carpio)

wan (shouting}. We are do-

. Department of Foreign Affairs
. {DFA) chief said in a briefing
*held for the House special com-

mittee on the West Philippine

ormer House speaker and
niow Quiezon City Rep. Feliciano
Belmonte Jr.-heads the panel.

©"We have to erase doubts

fromthe mémbers of Congress

that we are not doing anything.

“It's'nof true that we are the
ories who are always nakikiu-

etly, the situation improved,” -

“ing it through diplomacy,” the -




‘sap-{asking favorsy to-Ching,”~
the former Taguig congress- .
man and senator stressed. -
© “As the President said, we
are net slaves to anyone,”
Cavetano told Parafiaque Rep.
Gus Tambunting, who was .
among the legislators present;.
~and who asked if it wasright to -
“Hght for whatisourg” =

- “Tama po. Pero walimg {That's
correct. But there’s no) enforce-
ment mechanism, It's as if
there’s fio sheriff,” Cavetano
explained. -

. "We are protecting the gains

of the past, rectifying the mis-
takes, protecting our national
territory and pursuing our
sovereign rights to the fullest.
This we are doing in a manner
where we do not lose our soul
in the process,” the DFA chief
reassured the House members,

e Have & BESBIOR 65

with Malaysia and Vietnam

~but we don’t consider that -
aggtessivebecause we have al-:
~ways been talking to them. Ang -
sinasabi ni Presidente Iniwag
‘tayong makigulo sa-away ng

mga higante, ang unahin natin

Ay inferest natin (What the
‘President said ‘wag fof us niot’
to-meddle in the fight of the:

powerful, instead to focus on
our interests),” he said. . -
Upgrade and patrof
For his part, National Se:
curity Adviser Hermogenes
Esperon Jr. insisted that the
Duterte administration “does
not and will not abandon the
ruling of the Permanent Court
of Arbitration -on the South
China Seadisputes.”

- “Thisis merely set aside in the

Witk regard o B
tarization of the artificial islands

it budlt in the disputed waters,

“he said “the Philippine govern-

ment has not been remiss in
undertaking diplomatic actions

-against any naton.”
< We note with serious ton-

cern the growing militariza-

“Hion-in the area; such as the
“deployment of military assets
“especially on features near the
- Philippine ferritory,” Esperon

said. N o

“In particulay, the DFA had
been raising such issues and con-
cerns at the Bilateral Consultation

Mechanism between Ching and
“the Philippines” hesaid ina state-

ment sent to the media, :
Esperon added that sending

a bomber to Woody Isiand,

which was ot aimed at the

Philippines, was just part.of.

~-in mainsiream media, and in

Y EE W have diffaTences

Théattimme, e With the eforts

of povernment at. promoting.

" "made gains, We are not willing

to do the Aguino approach. It
would be against our national
interest to return tothat” he

said, referring to Aquino’s vo- .
‘willtake full-advantageof the

~-cal stance-on the-issue -

" practically ali‘platforms, “are™
mere highlights that do not
necessarily reflect the entirety
of the President’s statement.”

peace, stability and cordial rela-
fions among daimant countries .
‘intheregion,” the former armed

forces chief maintairied. .- -
“At the proper time, we

tribunal ruling, even as China
efuses to recognize this, ¢
o Rl BAE e

jurisdiction over features that
are in Philippine territorial
waters,” Esperon added.

ol

~China’s mili ;

exercise of sovercignty and

ary training.

we be alarmed? I don't think

‘50 because we are not at-war

with China. We are niof at war

‘with (Association of Southeast
AsianNations)” Bsperonsaid,

TSHEI we lodge A protest
against that? Shall we? I don't

'x"ag"flri_af:_._‘_i’.\{'c}c}d}: is:aboul 058 -
Jilomieters from Manila and is

not within the Philippines’ ex-
clusive economic zone. — With
Alexis Romero, Jaime Laude




1y
- !1 .o
- LA T

DFA: 100 protests
filed vs China; PH
keen on UN ruling

By Maricel V. Cruz, Nathaniel A,
Mariano and Vito Barcelo

FOREIGN Affairs Secretary Alan Peter |
Cayetano said Wednesday the Philippines -
has filed close to 100 diplomatic protests |
against Chinese actions in the West Pinl- |

“ipifie Sea i tWo yeals v s Nagongl

" insisted that the country is ‘not abandon-
ing the favorable nding of the Permanent
Couut of Arbitvation.

In a briefing with the Houge specigh com-
mitiee on West Philipping Sea. Cavetano

- Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon je.

mistic protests for iwo years already, but they
... choserottoannowmee these regularly,
L e critos - wait us 10 Binounee i
“oudly and o confront Clitha ach and &
ery time to the media. That is ot condu-
cive [10] the ongoing talks™ he said.
‘He also said he has assured acting Chief
Justice Amtonio Carpio—an  outspoken
Next page




-constantly appeasing the Chinese.

_ aga;nst the Philippines.”

| DFA....

Fram AL -

"~ oritic of the admmlstratmn sWest Phﬂ;p-

pine Sea policies—that the department is

fighting for the couniry’s interests, with-

out meaking a fuss over it.

During the meeting, Cayelano also
fepded off a call from Magdale ?my—""
list Rep. Gary A.]e}ano that he resign, far__;

the meantime, in ling with the efforts of
government at promoting peace, stabil-
ity,-and cordial relations among claimant

‘countries in the Tégion,” Esperos said i

a staterent sent 1o media Wedsesday.
In order for the couniry o exercise s
sovereignty and jurisdiction over Philip-

.pine territorial waters, Esperon said the
:cmmtry will take ful% ﬁdvaatage of the _

““We're not-asking - you {o i

“blindly. -We're -asking - you -to- trust-ﬁsr._
-because that 1s the work of dipiﬂmats
~Cayetano said. “If you assign someonein
your organization, may it be Magdain o
do the negotiation, if ym% dot’t fruist Him,
replace him. But we're in a democtacy.
We elected President Duterte, the’ was'
~trgnsparent that he will be going bilateral

{in his approach to the South China Sea

“dispute]. And we have been reporting to

vou and the public,” he added.

At the samé meéting, ‘Caystane said .

any missiles China has deployed on three
Philippine reefs in the West I’h}ixppme
Kea form “a defensive syslem ami 1t isnoE

‘of the various: ciaxmants in: the dxspute&.i
Sorith China'Sea. :

W niote with senoﬁs cencem the gmw-
ing militarization ‘in the area; such us the
deployment of military assets cspemal by on

“featores near the Philippine territory,” said
‘Bsperon, ‘gaving that the Phiflippine govern- -

ment is nat neglectful in undertaking diplo-
myatic actions against any nation. :
The .government has started the con-

struction -of Tive ‘lighthouses on it

claimed features in the disputed region in
the West Philippine Sea or South China
Ses'to ensure safety navigation not only

tg Filipino ships but -and other foreign -
-yessels that might pass near the istands,.

S HE s Be Rad assitances o 'Bsi;mg-

that the. misgit

“{Kalayaan}, _
‘gimed at China’s poiential e:nemws anﬂ

: ;mt atthe Philippines, ... _

LrChinadlsa assumduswﬁheurgaodmla-’ :
uanshnp that we ate fof theirenemy,” ‘he said.

o osineehe -assumed affice’in Jute 2016,

cjeplaycd af Bie
Subi‘and Mischiefireels are

according o National Seturity Bsperon|
“In-aforum held in Manila, the NSA

mated post P10 mithon.

. President Dutere bas soughto strength- 7.
‘e ties between Manila and Beijing that
gwerestrained by the-maritime dispute

Tiuterte! .predecess{m Benigno Aqui-

“noill, qbestxoned China’s ¢laims before o

United Nations-backed arbitration court.

“The Philippines won, but the verdict was

handed down during Duterie’s term.
Fsperon on Wednesday assured the

country that the administration has not .
" abandoned the ruling of the Permanent”

Court of Arbitration in favor of the Phil-
ippines ir the South China Sea dispute.
“This administration does not and will
not abandon the ruling of the Permanent
Court of Asbitration on the South China

! Sea disputes, This is merely sel aside in

1o ensure safety of navigation,” Esperon said.

“He suid-the-goveriment is-alsoupgrad-...1- -
ing its military facilities on: ‘Pagasa Istand,
the Eargeqt of nine features the Phifippines
occupies.in the West Philippine Sea. ..
. “This is necessary for trade, the preser-
vation of the livelihood of the fisherfolk,
and the timely detivery of basic necessi-
ties of the compmunity inthe mumc;pai;ty 8
of Pag-ssa.” he said.” :
“The upgrading of the Pag-ass runway -
would also allow the povernment to send
yegular supplies o troops gﬁardmg the
territory and its residents. “What s more
itportant is upgmdmg facilities for the
corafort of our people,” he'said. With AFP

chief said the poverniment 'is  butlding |-
‘lighthouses -on Pag-asa, Likas, Parola,
_ Patag, and Kota isiands, ali part of the
“Kalayaan Group of Islanés, at an-esti-




" HONOLULU = The United States
will continue to confront China’s mili-
tarization of man-made islands in the

- South China Sea, Defense Secretary. -
~Jitn Mattis said Tuesday, arguing that -
Beijing hasn‘t abided by iis promise

not to put weapans on the Spraity
Tglands, . e e

- Mattis said American ships are”
maintaininga.“steady drumbeat”.
of naval operations around the dis-
puted islands, adding that “only one
coufttry” seems 10 be bothered by the.
- unusudl lension bétween the US and
Ching ontrade and as President Don- -
“ald Trump eves & surmomiit with North
Koreandeader Kim Jong Unitd-discuss

vessels’ routine aclivities.

~"We are’going out of our wayiio .
cooperate with Pacific nations, that's".
the way we dobusinessin the wortd,”..
Mattis told reporters traveling with
him toa national security conference :
ih Singapore. "But we are also going
to corifront what we believe inouial -

“several nei_g’hh(_)rmg ‘goverRimets:
o.On Bunday, two US warships.

“ally and is wary of any shiftin the bal-

have spoken on the issue.”

- The US has long been critical of
-China’s sweeping sovereignty claims

in the South China Sea, dispited by

sailed close’io the Paracel Tslands

Jatest freedom of navigation opera-
tion designed to-challenge Beijing's

claims. China protested the maneu-
Lwer Ul
But the lates! spat ‘comes amid -

Pyongyang’s naclear program. o

- Chinais Novth Korea's traditional

ahce of power ofi-the Korean Pénin-

- Trump attributed the “changein ai-

titude” to the influsnce of CThinese
~President Xi Jinping, who recently
‘et with Kim. However, by Tuesday

the summit sppeared back on track
again, with Kim di spatching a, top
aidefortalks with Secretary of State

swhich lie north-of the Spratlys, the - : -

Mike Pompeo in New York: 00

- According to the US, the freedom
of navigation missions are meant'ta
underscore the rights of the US and
“others {0 operdte in international wa:
ters and airspace and to block efforts .
by any nation to uridawfully extend
their boundaries or territorial rights:.
- But Washington:hids signaled its
displeasure in-other ways, last week
- withdrawing aninvitation for Beifing
1o participate in's large, multinational -
naval exercise’in the Pacificlater this
‘summer China had partidivated in

il

vithinternational tr

T g te Wt TR TR At A A RO BT S Ular A e N OFI Kores ﬂu*eaigng:;j-’m

hat

ithidraw from the summit tast

 The Pentagon said the decigion (¢

10 stabilize military relations with

disinvite the (hinese Navy was tnig-
‘gered by what i cailed strong evidence
that Ching has deployed anti-chipani

sleétronic jarntng

to remove the systents. " T
China says It is within its rights to

build up defenses o islands in the .
Soputh China Sea that it believes ate

ifs sovereignterritory. 0 T
- Nlattis said .other nations jn the
region are toncerned about the
Sweaponization” of the islands and
réefs, andthey wani to'gee continted

Areedomof navigation uperations in

the intermational walers, 0

oo fH younotice, there's only one coum-
try that seems to take active steps to

rebuff thom or state their resentinenit of

“them,” Mattis said, referring to China.
- Inrecent years, the US had sought

y s contested areasin
“the Spraily Islands. It calied on China

Ching, DUt e militarizalion of the
islands has been a persistent point

of conflict. Many hations feardhat oo

g will us CORSIUCHON ON s

“the islands to extend tts military reach

-and potentially try te restrict naviga-

tion inthe South ChinaSea:

“ - The revocation of the exercise in-

vitation, howeves,.could undermine

-historical arguments the US Has

Cmade urging China not to hold the

Awo nations” military r'saf.ati_¢:>rxs;hifl

hostage to other broader Tssues w sig

‘a8 differences over Taiwan. Ousting

Chiina from the exercise could signat

that joint activities, or the military

relationship as a whole, are o reward.

Mattis is stopping in Hawaii onhig
way to the Singapuore meeting s¢ that
he can attend the ceremony marking

- the change in Jeadership at LS Pacific
Command.

~ AP, Jaime Latde




BOARD 4 US MILITARY
AIBCRAFT (AFP) - Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis vowed
Tuesday that the US wouid

keep confronting China over its ter-
ritorial c}mms in the South ‘Ching,

sagmﬂeant mxhtary _presence o econ-

tested islands.

Mattis's remarks eame after Bei-
jing voived "strong dissatisfaction”
Sunday after two US warships sailed
by an island in ‘the disputed Paracel
Island chain. . . . -

"You'll notiee thm‘e 5 oniy one

—-country-that-seems totakeactive™ "

sieps {o rebuff (such operations) or

-of nations want to see freedom of

navigation, so we will continue that,”
Mattig told reporters ‘s he: ﬂew te
Hawait. -

The US Navy pemadicaﬁy con-

‘ducts “freedom of navigation" op-

© erations in ‘the contested waterway,
“where it Sails close to'island features
‘China has built inte military facilities

- @8 away of showing it rejects any ter-

ritorial claims,
"We are going out of our way to
cogperate with Pacific nations, that's

the way we do business in the world,

but we are also going to confront

what e belisve'is out of Step with i
ternaﬁanal law,” Mattis said,

it's internatipnal waters and a lot

“state” their resentment of them, but

Sinday's bperation s coﬁ“du.ctn b b

ed gust over a week after Beifing flew

_c’leafﬁépable bormbers 1oz disput-
d islanid, drawing: mm:se_ ate
eism from the US, G

3 of the South China Sea. "
“Bejjing ‘has been' b Iding 2

: cigl islands to reinforce its claimover

Sanost af the resaurce-nch South Chi-

- nia Sés, despite protests *fmm South-’

: ..-east Asian countries.

CTts nezghbars,partmutéﬁysame of
;ihes:a involved i -maritime dispittes -

“gver “the ‘waters, ‘have vxpressed
‘fears China eould eventually restriet
freedom of navigation and everflight.

“Our diplomats are robustly en-

sagetonthis! Mattisssaid,
"The. concerns
ot just from American government

Last week, the Penﬁagan uﬁed'. ) csrciasi but-alse from foreign nations

..52%3 invitation to China to join mari-
Aime prercises in the _Pacﬁ;‘ic ovRL abm}t this cantmuaﬂ militarization of

Beijing's "continued militarization”’

that are concérned, very conesrned

atures in'the South China Sea.”.

' Mattis was heading 'to Hawan 1:0
tend a - change-cf»cammanﬁ -
; many for: the US m;ixta:ry‘s Pamiic

“The current head Admira}"ﬂarry
‘Harris, has been nominated to be the
“new ambassador to Sotith Korea. He

will be replaced by Adrmral Piﬁhp

Davidson.
Mattis is then due fo attend are-

gional security conference in Singa-
pore. 11
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,’Espemn Cayetano assure... «¢

-x‘epcr{;edlv part of its military trammg

tinuousty Teonitars the actions of the
various claimants in the SCE/WPS
{8outh LChina Sea/West Philippine
Sea). We niote with serfous concern the
growing militarization in'the'area, such *
as the deployment-of military assets
espemaily on features near the Philip-
pine territory,” Rsperon said.

"In respoanse fo.these actions, the

exercises.
Esperenmamtam-ed there is no
need to file a diplornatic protest against

“China over the deployment of its bomb-

erson Wooty Island in the South China
Seabecayseitis beyond the Philippine

.--exehusive eeohomic zone.
He likewize does not believe China

Eisperon said in a statement.
“At the proper time, we will take

full advantage of the tribunal ruling,
‘event as China refuses to recognize

this, to serve as basis for the country’s
exercise of soverezgnty andjurisdietion
over features that are in the Philippine
territorial waters;” he added.

For his part, Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Alan Pefer Cayetano maintained
that govermment is pmtectmg the na-
tional territory and soversignrights *to

Ph}};ppme Gﬂvernment “hag not been

“wat tafgeting the Philippines becanse™

2 "t:o’r’aé"éga’" inst: ahy nation. Ih particulas

“been raising such issuas and concerns
at the Bilateral Consuliation Mecha-
nism (BCM) between China and the

Esperon made {he remarks after

some groups criticized the government
- for notdoing enoug] e_pmtest Chinag

increased militarization in the South-:i '
China Sea.~ - .

Recently, Ching depicyad -mﬁ:tary :
aireraft and installed missile systems
on some islands in the disputed re-
gion. The deployment of the nuclear-
capable bomber on Woody Island was

. ofthe mpmved_:elahcns between the,__::_:_
o counmes R S
- the Depariiient of Foreign Affairs had

Preper tune

Amid aceusations that the Phlhpw-
- pines was not taking advantage of an

.. Philippines,” he added... oGP EL rUUlinG - that-upheld-Philippine -

sovereign rights over disputed territo-

ries in the West Philippine Sea, Espe-
dniinistration does not
‘and will' ot ‘abandon the’ ruling of the”

Perinanent Coirt of Arbitration on the
South China Sea disputes, Thisis merely

. set aside in the meantime, in Hne with

the efforts of government at promoting
peace, stability, and cordial relations
among claimant countries inthe region,”

‘the fullest” and will not in any way en-
_:z,gagem 2 shouting match with Chinge .o oo

" "The Duiterfe approach is prudent,
patient and pragmatic,” he said at the

- briefing of the National Task Foree for

the West Philippine Sea at the Lower
Heuse yesterday.

~The-briefing - was held after the™
House Special Commitiee on the West

Philippine Sea, chaired by, former....
1_5":Speaker and: Quezon City Rep. el
“ciano Belmonte Jr. asked officials con-

cerned to discuss implications of recent

developments in the West Philippine

Sea and the supposed government's

_inaction on China's aggression,

"We have {o erase doubis from the

- members of Congress that we are nof

s




Hoing anything. It's not true that we are
' - more fimding for the Armed Forces of

vE ‘nakikiusap

{plead) to China," Cayelano said. "As

the President said, we are not slaves
to anyone,” he pointed out.

--He dssured that government is not

the ones who are always

$itting on the China's supposed agores-
sive actionls'in the disputed West Philip- -
“pine Sea and has filed "severdl dozéns

‘of diplamatic profests [T

"W are not asking you 16 trust us

‘blindly. We have been filing diplomatic

protests but our critics want us to shout
“loudly" Cayetans said,

"Yes, we have differences with them

~{China), bitt we Have made gains, We
are not willing to do the Aguino ap-
‘proach,” he noted. "The Philippines
is & peaceful nation, The Philippines
Tenounces war as an instrument of
‘national policy" he added,

- Cayetano said China has assured
ihatthe deplovment of missilesin three
reefs claimed by the Philippines as well

-as the testing and landing of Chinese...

" directed against the Fhilippines,” -
S Five lighthouses .
;. Esperon did not discount the fact

" borbersin Woody Island in the Paracels .

rely for defensive purpose anidiot ‘preservation'of the livelihood

that-“there is theeat™ and batiad fop

the Philippines (AFP) progfam, . - -

- “We are not saying we should bept
up dur defenses to prepare for war
but it is incumbent upon a nation to
strengthen its defenses, - 1 dont want
.o blame Congress, you musthaveyoyur:

 OwRTeasons for not giving us P30 bilion
“anually™ he aitded, o e e

Esperon reported that five light-
houses have been built on Pag-asa,.

- Likas, Parola, Patag and Kota islands —
- allpartofthe Kalayaan Group ofIslangs

“to ensure safety of navigation, along
~our responsibility under the UNCLOS
(United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea) o provide navigational
safety for all internationai vessels tran- .
siting the West Philippine Sea.” . .
" Esperon said the government was
also upgrading the port and airstrip
factlities in Pag-asa Island a3 part of
its efforts to promote the welfare of

.«ﬁiﬁpinasiiiving._in thedred ™
- "This is‘necessary for t

ofthe fish-
erfolk, and the :timeiy'de'iivery of basic
recessities of the community in the M.
nicipality of Pag-asa,” he added, (Witha
report from Charissa L.Atienza)

Y

~




’Ralph Recto ?:ar{kl Drilon, Jo<: ship erui

) seph Victor Bjercito, Paolo Benigno - missile’ systems in Kagmngan {Flery
st Aquine 4th; Antonio ‘Trillanes dth, - Cross) reef, Zatnora (Subl) Reefyand
¢ * Risa Hontiverds ahd Leila dé'Lima, Panganibdn {Mischief} Reef iri -the
- In'theiy resolution; fhe' senators'_-:_ Spraﬂy Islands, ‘over which.the Phil-
‘cited United States intelligence 8oiittes ipph T2 “has sovereign nghts based on
e w‘eze Serzators *Franms szgﬂman,z -._'__regardmg Chmasmstaﬂaﬁon of arm- ")»D'p{{)mafgc}xz




EDIPLOMATIC FROM AT

Se nators
e mimg of the Pennamsm Couh.
- of Arbitration,

Itmusmotallowﬁle PeepIeRe

: 'publzc of China {PRC) t6 continue
N pcsmg athreatte E’}nhppme initérest
v in the WPS.and the security ef’ihe

. region;” the resclution stated. .
e Natxonal Securzty Advise He:—'

exclusive economic zope-of the -
- ‘Philippines and are yaore iban’

100 Mlometérs fiom the threb reefs
that allegedly” have been: mlhta--

tized by China.--

Esperon dcwnpiayed threats ;

hrought by Chinese aireraft horiibers |

- “recently landing on and’ Iakmg off -
- from Woody Island; which is on the: ;
Paracei Islands ciauneéhyVnemam

e et

B SN

St .

our scldle:*s and Fihpmo czv:lxans B

Hrom being huirt but if one soidier

- or civilian wilt get hurt, that will
o change so, that is cur bottomtine

.. there féinée) it -will-always be-the--
: .'weil bemg of the hhpmo Lilat wE

“framework that would not go against -
the Constitittion for the exploration -

-of natural ‘résoifces, We woild not .

accept & deal esser than what we have

w-meaIampaya, Cayetanosaid; wefer :
rmg to the Malampaya Deep Water :

" be the “last:option,” polnting cut -
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Peter
‘Cayetand's staiement that Manila .
- will ‘brace for war if théze will bE'
- provocative actions Tromy China.
. Esperon added that there-are no
. islands occupied by China under the
Duterte administation, despite the -
# - softened stanceof the President over -
v ;i_' the hotly-congested watess. :

- “Five lighthouses on five islands lh

I .Lht:‘ Spratlys - Pag-dsa Island, Likas .
{West York) island, Parola [North-
-east <Cay) fsland, Kota [Loaita)

island and Patag (Fiat) Isl and wﬂi
be bnadlt, Esperon said.

“The lighthonses will cost P10
L mxlhon and would be manned
. by personnel from the Phiti 1ppme :

'_ Coast Guard. : .
" The five islands are ouiszde the .

f;,

“Alejann 4revea]ed that me;

“invthe West Phifippine Sea;.

Alejano said the Armed Forces has .

ﬁied a compla;nt Before the DFA.

“for our troops in Ayungin, 15507 of

- the Philippine Navy were being ha- -
rassed! by the Chinese Coast G ‘_Cuarc"{ .

“During a reprovisioniny mission

. the Philippine Naiy was challenged
and harassed by the Coast Guard

~and the People’s Liberation Amny |
. Navy {PLAN} of China. When the -
Philippine Navy ship launched 2 -
nibber boat 1o resupply BRP Sierra

Madve, a chopper of PLAN hovered

in a close and dangerous distance.

The PLAN chopper was 5o close thar
sea water splash entered the rubber

boat,” Alejano, a. farmer Manne

captam, said.

AND LLANESCA PANT!

DEMPSEY. REYES
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L Prm&mﬁmeﬁﬁmmﬁsw
hake Tall -advantage of the
- Permanent Gourt of Arbitration
{PCA) award tint Sowatidnted the
nifie-dash fine claim overthe
South China See, “at the priper
time”, ‘despite Uhiing’s refusaito
‘recoguize the rating, Nationat -
“Beeurify Adviser: Beoretary o
: Eennﬁgenes Bsperon Jrsaid.
“Esparon ‘#aid thia %}um
_i_éadmmmrazwn chasT mot
i andored f:heﬁﬁiﬁ i‘iﬂﬁeé

nuiﬁigagg@axmsmmym
“which covers nicarly the whole
of ‘South Lhina Sea {808y -
_-mmmwhaahiﬁmﬁmm

%mm@mﬂw -

-and will pet gbandon tftﬁ'miﬁzg '
ofthe Permanent. Co ;

“orrdisl relations
--;mumzzesm the region”

: mﬁ?

Page: ._L._

od

ta tampammy shelve the
erflrunal mling < m!ﬂmm&fbﬁ

aﬁ‘em of government ut

- promating peace, ssahﬁmgmr%

A8t he ;wmﬁme,wwtﬁi
iaize full a&wmage of ‘the-
tribus] mimg, SV AL G&msf )
Crefnues o fevognize this,; fo
CBervEag m%ﬁr*ﬁw wnﬂtw’a §

Byereize

Esporot: sm&. =
Tle said the government

o mﬁmmﬁr’mmum%as[
- deployment of missiles in the

~thtee artifidial islands within the

~Philippines” exelmemmmmm ;
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diplomatic protest against Clina for
its landing of bombers on Woody
1stand in the Paracels being daimed
by Vietnam, but not b the
Philippines, was unnecessay.

He said the Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA) ha.d been
raizing China's militarizatio and
other WPS concerns al the Biateral
Consultative Mechanism (BCM)

“between China and the Philippines.”

“The Philippine govermument has
not been remiss in underiaking
diplomatic actions againsi any
nation,” Esperon said.

Duterte had repeatedly sid he
won't take “violent” actien in
msserting the country’s soverdgnty
in the WPSexplaining that war
against China would mean great
logses for Filipine soldiers and for
the country.

The Filipine leader, howe'_ver,
had told Chinese leader X1 Jingping
in one of their previous bi}MeraI
meetings that he would bring up
the PCA ruling sagain before he
Steps down in 2022.

Esperor alse confirmed that
the government is prese‘a:.n.:ly
upgrading port and airstrip facilities
in Pag-asa Isiand to promote the
welfare of Filipinos Hving in the

32.2-hectare island.

“UThis is iecessary for trade;the”

.. preservatian of the hvelxhocd ofthe
' illegalactiong™

“fisher folk, and the timely delivery
of ‘basic necessities of the
gommuntty in the municipality of
Pagesa,” Esperor said.

He said lghthouses are being

~construeted a5 part of the COURETY's. .-

responsibility under the UN
{onvention on the Law of the Sea
(UNGCLoS) to- provide navigational
safety for af interrational vessels
transiting the WPS.
Alejano claims Chinese
harrassuent anew

Magdale Rep. Gary Alejanc,
meanwhile, said the Philippine Navy
was harrased anew by the Chinese
Goast Guard.

“Agcording to my sources i the
Department of Forelgn Affalrs
(DF4), the Armed Forces of t_he
Philippines has lodged a complaint
to the DFA regarding a recent case
of harassment by Chinese forces,
this time in Ayungin Shoal. On May
11, during a reprovisioning mission
for our troeps in Ayungin, L5507
of the Philippine Navy was
challenged and harassed DY the
Coast Guard and the People’s
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) of
China,” Alejane, a former Matine
officer, said.

CihES

Ayungin Shoa) lies 105 nautieal
miles from Palawan. It is well
within Philippine Exclusive
Eeonemic Zone and s also pazt of
fhe continental shelf, There are
also Philippine troops stationed in
the ares,

“Despite all these, China still
tlaims Ayungin Shoal,” Alejano said.

“When the Philippine Navy ship
Jaunched a rubber boat to resapply
BRP Sierra Madre, a chopper of

PLAN-hovered-in-s-close and

dangerous distance. The FLAN

chopper was so close that sea

- water splash entered the rubber

boal,” Alejano narrated.

The Magdalo lawmaker further
disclosed thai the Chinese forces
were aboard Chinese Caast Guard
{CCGE) with bow number 3368 and
FLAN ship with bow number 549,

“Before, i was only-CCG that
was challenging and haressing our
troops. Now, the COG was already
accompanied by the PLAN. This4s
a clear threat to our security
forces by no less than the Chinese
(oast Guard and Navy which
obvipusly requires condemnation
from our end,” he noted.

The former Marine officer then
iook a swipe at Secretary
Uayetano's recent profiouncements
defending the Duterte

wrgdministration s HofeTiling "6t

dipiomatic pmtest agamst Ghma_s

“Secretary Cayetanc speaks as
if he is not receiving verified
information on various ceses of
harasement by Chinese forces

fishermen. If I myself, was able to
know that the government already

China in the West Philippine Sea,
what more the Foreign Affairs
Secretary? Secretary Cayetano
should not feign ignorance and act
elueless as if his office is not
receiving pertinent information,” he
said,
Cayetano: Gov't
on vop of situation

During the hearing of the House
Special Committee on the West
Philippine Sea yesterday, Cayetano
admitted the said incident in
Ayungin Sheal.

Cayetane a

was . at

congressional briefing by the

National Task Force for the West
Philippine Sea (NTF-WPS), chaired
by Rep. Feliciano Belmonte Jr. {LP,
Quezon City), Cayetanc told
lawmakers that the government
remains on top of the situation in
the face of China's intensified

mititarization of the area. .

%

against. our.own- troops.-.and. - -

detailed  ‘and T verifiad
inforniation regarding setiong of -

“We came from 2 time in the
previeus administration when we
could not even fish. We had to play
‘patintere’ whenever we send
supplies to the Ayungin Shosi (er
the Second Thomas Shoal) but now
we can do it {and) because we did
it quietly, the situation improved,”
he said.

While the administration’s
approach is not perfect, “we're not
doing it like the Aquine or Carplio

~way which was through the media,
confrontational. We are deing it
through diplemacy,” he szid.

The foreign affairs secretary
was referring to former president
Benigno Aquing and Supreme
Court Associate Justice Antenio
Carpio, who has been eriticizing
the administration’s position on
Chinese incurssions,

“We are not asking you to frust
a8 blindly. We have been filing
-diplomatic protests it our eritics
want s to shout loudly,” he said.

Cayetans refused to accept

. iriticisms that the adminisiration

has beer totally subservient to
Beijing,
U3 operations confinue
US Defense ‘Secretary Jim
Mattis alse vowed that the US
wouid keep confronting China over
its territorial claims in the South

-.China..8ea,.where--Beifing-has-
established a significant military :
s presence:ocnscontesteddslangy

Mattis's remarks came after
Beljing voiced “strong |

dissatisTaction” Sunday after two
Us warshlps sailed by an island in

§
o
i
i
¥
5

Last week, the Pentagon pulled
its irwitation to Ching to join maritime
exercises in the Pacific over Befjing's
“continued militarization” of the
South Ching Sea.

Beijing has been building |

artificial islands to reinforce its
claim over most of the resource-

rieh South China Sea, despite :
pretests from Southeast Asian !

gouniries,

Ity neighbors, partieularly some
of fhose inveived in maritime
disputes over the waters, have

expressed fears China ecould |

eventually restrict freedom of
ravigation and overflight,

“Our diplomats are robustly
engaged on this,” Mattis said.

“The concerns have come to me ;

ot just from American government
circles, bui alse from foreign
nations that dre concerned, very
concernad aboui this continued
militarization of features in the
South China Sea.”

Mattis was heading to Hawaii
fo attend a change-of command
ceremony for the US military's
Pacific Command,

- The current head, Admiral
Harry Rarris, has been nominated
to be the new ambassador to South
Eorea. He will be replaced by
Admira} Philip Davidson,

Mattis is then due to attend a

iegional security conference in

Smgapore

country that ssems to take active

-Bteps to rebuff (such-operations) -

ot state their resentment of them;-
but it's international waters and 2
Iot of nations want to see freedom
of navigation, so we will continue
that,” Mattis told reporiers zs he
flew to Hawali.

The US Navy pericdieally
conducts “freedom of navigation”
gperations in the contested
waterway, where it safls close to
istand features China has built into
mititary facilities as a way of
showing it rejects any territorial
claims,

“We are going out of our way
te cooperate with Pacific nations,
that's the way we do business in
the world, but we are also going to

confront what we believe is out of |

step with iniernational law,” Mattis
sald.

Sunday’s operation was
conducted just over a week safter

Beijing flew nuelear-capable _

bombers 1o a disputed island,

drawing immediate criticism from

the US,




~ Esperon: PH ready for war
]E_f Pinoysin SCS arﬁ hagmed -

. BY VICTOR REYES

NATIONAL Security ‘Adviser .

Hermogenes Esperon Ir. vesterday
“hinted government wil use foree if

~China will harm Filipine civilians
‘and ssoldiers in Philippine-held

-areas in the South Ching Sm (35
“or the West Philippine Sea. .
“The other night, the President

S‘Qjﬂ “If ourtroops will be hermed, -

“very important”
“rration of President Duterre.

i:m: will be harmed there in Pag-
sa Ishand.” f.sp ron wld reporters
at 4 forum n AManila,
Eeperon, also chairman of the
MNavonal Task Force on the West

.Phﬂmpmc Sen, said the dispur"

areas in the South Ching Sea are
13 the adminds-

“We are not saving we are go-

“img vo war butif we are forced, if
ther oppress us. we are not going

aliow ourscives m be oppressed
there {in the South Ching Seal”
seid Esperon, a former Armed
Forcas chief,

Esperon said Chins Is superioe
mititarily, with lors of ships and
atreraft. Many of these assets

Chave been deploved recendy 1o

the recfs in the Sourh Ching Suea,
which Chins har transformed inre

$ee ESPERON » Page B2

jthﬁt“wi!i be.my ted line; or i civil

-OF. course:not-But-shall- we not-go-to

ESPERON

military and air bases.
“Are we in 2 position t0 wage war?

war if provoked and if unneresssml}

defend our country... War remains to
be the last opuon It’s but necessary to
defend yourself,” he said.

“We are not at war nor do we intend to
make war the primary instrament of han-

dlinig thie West Phiizp e Sea (digjppute).
If soldiers or civilians are harmed, the

{situation} changes. The bottom line is .
“it'y always the well- bcmg of the Fﬁipmo”
He also said.

He said the Durerte adminiseration
wants the dispute resolved through dip-
lomatic means, adding that Philippine
relations with China do nrot start and end
with the South China Sea.

The Philippines, China, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Branel and Taiwan have over-
tapping claims over the Kalayaan Island
Group (KIG), also known zs the Spratly
Islands. Filipino troops are occupying
pine aress, the largest of which is Pag-asa

Island which hosts hundreds of civilians.

China and Philippines are also locked
in 2 tersiotial dispute over Panatag Shoal,
or Scarborough Sboa], off Zambzles.

n 2012 fnuowmg a standof{ wuth thfm:

suipagarieveds-Ofconrsewesnre gemg to=Filipino counterparts sy S s

On the handing of H- 6K Chmese
bomber planes on Woody Island in the
Paracels group of islands, also in the
South Chine, Esperon said the govern-

tment is not inclined to lodge a protest

by China, Viemarr, and Taivwary,
}Lsperan noted that, Woody.island,,

“whiih is siof beinig cliimed by the PRI

ippines, is about 1,000 ken from Pag-asa
Island which in tarn is 280 nautical miles
{450 km) from Puerto Princesa. Pag-asa
is the farthest amnong the nine Philippine-
helgd areas. )

Eeperen said Manila would stili be
within the 1,900-km range of the bomb-
ers even if they take off from Hong
Kong He said Manila is jusr 1,200 km
from Hong Kong,

“Are we the target? Should be alarmed?
1 do not thiak so because we are not 2t

St Chifid The islind 15 being claimed




wir with China and we are not at war of
course with ASEAN... 5o shall we lodge
& protest against thar? I don't think so,”
said Esperon,

On Chinese militarization of the South
China Sea, Bsperon said it was expected
of China w put defense systems, includ-
ing ant-submzarine, anti-aircrafi, and
anti-ship to defend their islands. He satd
some of the armament are capable of
reaching Philippines.

“The queston is, are these weapons
aimed at the Philippines? No, Can they be
atmed ar the Philippines in the fuwure? Pos-
sthie, if we are at war with China,” he said.

Esperon also disclosed that light-
houses are being put up in five of the
nine Philippine-held areas -- Pag-asa,
Paroia, Likas, Patag and Kot slands — for
navipational putposes. The four other
Philippine-held areas are Ayengin shoal,
Lawak island, Rizal reef and Panata island.

tAs . matter.of safery. of Jfe atsea, ..

we are putting up lighthouses...Thar will

:+aid navigaton.in.the.areal he-said. add-. .

ing 2 funding of P10 million has been
earmarked for the construction.
Esperon also confirmed reports that

the Philippine military has constructed 2
beaching ramp at Pag-asa island, prepara-
tory to the improvement of the airstrip
in the island.

“We are going to improve our sitstrip
there. That’s been planned a fong time
ago and we are doing it (now). We have
zlready finished the beaching ramp. The
beaching ramp is needed for the hauliog
of construction materials,” he said.

Esperon said facilities for soldiers
and civilians in the island will likewise
be improved,

Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Cayeta-
ne, at a Flouse briefing, asked lawmakers
to trust the administradon’s diplomatic
strategy with Chine, reminding them that
Filipinos can now fish in the West Philip-
pine Sea because of President Duterte’s
closeness with the emerging superpower.

“We came from: a time in the previous
administration when we could not even

fish. We had toplayipatnterolwhenever
we send supplies to the Avungin Shoal (or

the:Second- Thommas Shoal) it mOWWE s e st oo i

can do it (and) becanse we did it quicdy,
the simation improved,” he said, - With
Wendell Vigilia
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- CA confirms appointments of 3
Cabinet members, 5 AFP officials

¥ FARIC B. CASAYURAN 2nd VANNE & Yok

> '.’Fﬁ'é.pk}werfﬁl Ccmmi"ssiah'-on' Ap- 'bfTbur'i'sm'(EO‘iﬁ.Séefetainérﬂédette _

- Romulo Puyat; and Department of |

- Agrarian Reform (DAR) Secretary John
"Ruale Castriciones, -

poifitments (CA) on Wedniesday con-
firmed the appointments of three

Cdbinet members, five farking Armed

Forces of the Philippines {AFF;, and
‘several other key government offieials,
~ The three Cabingt members are
Department of Justice (D0 Secretary
Menarda llaseo Guevarra: Department -

the CA, the Senate, and the Houge of
- Representaiives are scheduled to goon:

o Confirmed AFP officials were b 5 E

Their confirmation was made as

a sine die adjournment tomorrow, i

£t i R




-Ch:ef of Staff:General Carlito G Gaivez ;:i-
Ay ‘Brigatier Generals Rplando B Rodit; -

CA confirms appointments
of 3 Cabinet members...

: adﬁed_ is a’iso nsta factcr in hlS dzsposfcmn

'sfcharges e
“The Presaden o d me to fi}ﬁDW the fule

CIoselEF Miasian, and Nelon® Col%antes o

-'u "dCoIoneiEmmanuelG Galvez, 7

withconcurrent jurisdiction over Palestine. -

: Quf:arte last Dacember ;
. Galvez, a member of Ph:hppme Mﬂ}ial"j]
-Acatiemy Clasi of 1985, was the chief of the

A¥PWestern Mindanac Comniand pnor to

: ius appointment as military chief,

-~ InWedriesday’s CAplenary s s6ssion pr%:ded
: wer”bySenaierszdenﬂﬁcenteC Sollo Il the -~

commission 4lso corfirmed the ‘appointment of
- Socarro. Baimghasay Intmg as eommissioner
“of the Comniission on Electiofis (Comelec . It 1
. Bkewise confirmed the nominations of Srilpicie::
: M’iguel Confiado as Phifipping Ambassador (i
“the ‘Egypt, with concurrent juris@iction over
- Diibouti; Emtreea,an&Suﬂan ‘and Akmnad Atiah -
- Bakkam as' Phiizppme Ambassadar 0 Jm‘dan -
o 'Recto said that at a time when the Jast and -

Then Lt Gen Gaivez was appomted”_'
“to°the top military post in April; replacing . ést, are dumped on ‘agencies, the DOT is
AFP chicl General Rey Leonardo Guerrero,

awhose lerm hadbeen’ extenéed varemdent :

i Guevarra’s appamtmeniwasumppaseé
?ihe CA. Executive Secretary Salvador . .

: Oflaw ant thai;s whaﬂmtend t{} do, ”hetoid :
‘the CApanel. '

Guevarra also vowed to reriey hlah_pyg_ it
file drug f:ases tha‘c are bemg dlsmzssed' L

Paster gxrl f‘er tounqm
Rep Jerry P.Trenas; chalrman of the -

CA Tourism and Economic Developmetit
“Coniittes, had moved for fhe conﬁrmahen
_of Puyat’sappomtment. e =

Senate President Pro Tem;}ore Ralph G _
the least, and not the best and the bnght~'_

fortundte to have Puyat. “It did not only gat
a ranager; but an ad medel as well” 0 -
- *She is one Touri$m secretary Who ¢an
&iso be the national poster gir! for tourism.,
As you can see, she has the face that could
launch a thousand crige ships. And 1 say

hat with authority having been mamed to

the original Eskinel girl,” Recto said.

T Medialden’even graced’ the confirmation’

ence in faw, pub!ic service

.ﬁ'p'ubhc service, Having sefved under two

3{321313' of the GA Cﬁmmlttee Justice anti.

“Department of Agricalture, which spanned
- three administrations, what is not well known
i Cﬂmg Guevarra's experience inlaw. and CEs

‘forces, committeds, advisery councils, and

-presidents;-Senator Sherwin-Gatchalian;—~corporate-boards;™ he'said:

is that she had served in four dozens task

= “Her two decades of govammemsemceﬂ . - :
TAE detaz]ed in threepages of fine print in her '

- “Despite her punishing workload, at

. home and at work, she made time tofeach . .. ... ...

. moré't}lan anho

At the confirmation hearing Wednesday, © -

; Gnevarra ‘admitted he “politely decimed” o hackgmund would sefve her in-good stead

. ag she restores sense on how the billions

~when the post was first offered to hin. -

‘% -%15aid T was perfectly happy doing my'
‘Wworkas sénior deputy executive secretaryat’
'the Office of the President, and I said there

- are a lot more qualified people toperformthe
. for Castriciones’ conficmation,

- high-piofile work of the 503, he said

* . Guevarra, nonetheless, said he is “ready

to face the challenges” at the DOJ, tifing his

* 30 years of law practice and hc-mng served
" under two administrations. '

. Deseribing himselfas a *‘Sﬂher ﬁe};hera- )
ﬁvew and less politicized,” Guevarya assured -

to maintain independence and uphoid the
rule of law in the DOJ, just as President
Duterle supposedly instructed him.

His assoeiation with the President, he -

-

ol ol

-f;sc_a]pahcyforzwearsmthafpub_b_.schoalz.:_ B

 Difimean,” Recto added. :
Racto said he believes ihat Puvat's

of pesos allocated to DOT both regular and
sff budget, arve spent. :

-The CA Commxttee on Agraman Reform
chau’ed by Sen. Grace Poe, had earlier moved

. With 21 years of experience in the Ju-

diciary, Inting. a former Court of Appeals
- justice, had said her focus would be on the
“ speedy disposition of electoral cases.

Inting had sarlier told the CA Constitu-
tional Commissions and Offices Committee.
chaired by Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, that she

wanted to be installed as the head of an over-

sight committee to hasten {he disposition of

pending electoral cases.




)

'Ey Ma&énﬁamos%ﬁneta

Y Gdevarads welbaware: off thecchalleniges b i
faci ng the DoJ after recent cmztrcversms -

~cofirmation.....

Guevarra,
~ Castriciones,
FP’s Gaévez

and Vite Barcalo

THE powefu! Commission on Appoint-
ments on Wednesday gave its nod on the
interim appointments of Justice Secretary
Menarde Guevarra, Agrarian Reform
Secretary John Castriciones and AFP
chief of staff Carlito Galvez. ,
Senator Win Gatchalian, chairman of |
the CA Committee on Justice and Judisial
and Bar Coupcil, sponsored Guevarma’s |

He had worked for the National Eco-
notaic and Development Authority, Bang.
Io Sentral ng Pilipinas, and was 2 former
faculty member of the Ateneo de Manils
University School of Law. He placed
second in the 1985 Bar examinations,

Upon the confirmation of Catriciones,

“Significantly, 3t seems that Secretary N

and is willing to face these chall&uges
head-on. .

‘Hesiid Guevarra has pledged foreform
the Dol image and transform the depart- |

commitee, reminded him 1o address the

longstanding 'woes i the COutry’s farmmz i

ers g landless tillers and to use govern-
ment resources judiciousty, & e

Pog; cheirmanofthe CA-AgrarianReform-

ment- it e comerstone of our justice !
syster,” 1o use his own words,”
During his short time on the job so far, he |

“I hope that the good Secretary ‘mil i
stay true 1o s word and pursue his vision
for the Department of Justice with cour |
age. perseverance, and imegrity, Like T
said earlies, the new Secretary of Justice
has a difficult task ahead of him—but
no challenge, no mattet how daunting,
should be able 1o stop a genumine public
servart from achieving the change he
seeks to create for the benefit of the peo-
ple,” said Gatchalian,

“In my humble estimation, it appears
that Secretary Guevarra 18 more than ca-
pable of keeping his promise and making
real change, as jong as ke stays the course
he has set for himself)” ke added.

Guevarta was a deputy of Medialdes
prior 10 Iis appoiniment fo the Dol to re-
place resigned Secretary Vitaliano Agu-
irre i1 He also served as Deputy Execu-
tive Secretary for Legal Affairs during the
term of former President Benigno Aguino
Hl. Guevarra had also been appointed
commissioner at the Philippine Competi-
tion Commission,

2

9

¢

-+ said Guevarrs fias been pro-active in fulﬁil- G
" ing this arabitions but worthy proraiss. o
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E;:‘By Komﬁe Manala

uteﬂe AR
forces in

- Desmbmg the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) as “the
best armed forces in the entire
world,” President Duterie

- yesterday formally confirmed Col.
“Jose Eriel Niemhrs as the new

commander of the Presidential

. Security Group (P5G), replacing
. outgoing Brig. Gen. Lope Dagoy
" who now heads the Army’s 802nd
- Infantry Brigade in Leyte, ..

NIEMBRA

T stand confident before you
today as 1 perform my duties as
your Gommander-in-Chied,
agsured that the PSG shall be

x loyal not oaly to one person or
i family but only te the
: Constitution and our most

cherished democratic
nstitutions,” Duterte said at the
turn-over ceremonies held at the
PSG groupinside Malacanang,

Niembra is a member of the -

Phitippine Military Academy
{lass of 1991 and served as part
of the Army-led Task Force
Davao when Duterfe was t;ll
rayor of the city.

Mr, Duterte also extended hi

fbest wishes to Dagot and

thanked him for his services
providing protection to 16 foreign
and more than 880 local
pregidential engegements during

~firing squad);*hesaid:
The President explained o the
men and women of th ] .

entire world

. ‘.5""'-515 stmt thh the PSG o
The President told Dagov “1

wish you the best as you assume
your new Command, Rest easy
as you have initiated positive
changes in the organization and
inspirsd every personpe! with
your hard work and dedication,
I am certain that the PSG that
you will hand over is a workforee
that s more motivated and
dependable.”

As sxpected, Mr. Duterte
deviated from his speech and

called on the members of the
‘presidential profection fo

Page:
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him as their commander-in-chief

“If you do not ke my

aflvoeacies, sa¢ Luneis ake

magpapafiring squad in front of
Rizal (I will go to Lunets fora

vuatinwe providing-security o

-1f3i.hey Gelieve T His alvosaciag

‘with the cormunist Commimist

Party of the Philippines-Nafional
Democratic Front, his stance in

‘China and other armed rebel
group is because his job as

president is to preserve the
nation and peace.

“My job is not to go o war,”
Mr. Duterte said, My job is not
killing nry countrymen. My job is
to give peace to everybody.
Maybe someday you will
understand.”

He added his position as the
country’s Chief Executive is not
as powerful as everyone thought
and hinted that his pogsition
sometimes does not give him
many choices because “his job
is to keep the Republic” safe.

Mr. Duterte told the crowd:
“Our job is to protect the people.
Preserving a nation is not go fo
war, Protecting the young from
the havoes of fllegal drugs.” »{—
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Interim peace
 dealwith

NDF eyed

BAGUIC CITY -~ The
National Democratic Front
" {NDF) is confiderit that an
interim peace agreement
with the government will be
sigmed soon.

Julie de Lima, chairper-
son of the NDF's Recipro-
cal Working Committee on

Socio-Econgmic Reforms,
said the possibility of sigring

the agreement “is.a.si BT0f

- DeLimasaid the NDF main-

tains that sociat and economicre

i formsshouldbe the cornerstone
of any peace agreement.

. She said both panels have

movementinthestalled peace _ _ P

agreed-on-the drafts of the

| velopment and national in-
“ii dustrialization ‘and sconemic -]
- develtprient provisicrs of this

| Comprehensive Agreementon

]' ‘Sodial and Bconomic Reforms,

the second substantive agenda
in the peace negotiations with

l comrnurnist rebels,
B |- Axtemio Dumlao

s’

i agrarian reform and rural de- :
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By Julie Alipala
@alipalajulielNQ

ZAMBOANGA  CITY—The
military on Tuesday started a
massive .ground and air as-
sault  against communist
rebels in the hinterlands of
Bumingag town in Zamboan-
ga del Sur province amid re-
ports that New People’s Army
{NPA} fighters had been seen
gathering there,

While the Dumingag opera-
tion continued, NPA rebels dis-

armed two.policernen at Baran--..

gay Mauswagon in Godod
town, Zamboanga del Norte
province, on Wednesday morn-
-+ ng. Godod is more than ico
kﬂsmeters‘fmm Dumingap.

Ocampo, ‘Western Mindanao

* reglonial” ‘polite’d o parations

chief, said Senior Police Officer
1 Oscias Gomez and Police Of-
ficer 1 Rey Lismis of the Godod
police were in a patrol car from

stopped by rebels who blocked
the road at Sitio Rebe,

s DerOdditiporsdid three fs
fles'and & handpun were taken

from the policemen,

Rebelsighting

Lt. Gen. Arnel dela Vega,
commander of the military’s_
Western  Mindapae Com-
mand, said the assault and
firefight in Dumingag was
continuing as of Wednesday.

He, however, did not pro-
vide details of the operation
or if there were casualties.

Sources from the police
said an undetermined number
of NPA rebeis under the West-
e Mindanao regional party
committes started massing up

Ghiefe-Supt-Bdwin-de

Salug _town when they. were...

ZAMBOANGA E

DELNORTE . f

. -i}mgingag . :

ZAMBOANGS |

Gadod © TUDELSUR ]

Fagedian ..
S i ﬁw W ! !

DUMINGAG,

ZAMBOANGADELSUR

at Barangay Saad in Dumingag
on Tuesday.
Initiaily, soldiers from the

soldiers.
“The continued offensive
was part of defensive efforis

“ggraInfantry Battalih il the
15th Division Reconnaissance
Comipaty, aad policemen from’

Zamboanga del Sur and Zam-
boanga del Norte provinces
were senl to Dumingag to en-
gage the rebels. The military

-later. sent. four. helicopters-to-

pound the rebels’ position.

- “Punitive actions’

Western Mindanao confirmed
that it had been launching
“punitive actions” against
government forces in three
Zamboanga provinces,

The NPA said it was res-
ponsible for a road blockade at
Barangay Lungsod in Godod,
where a vehicle dwned by a
constriction company, which
was adllegedly being used to
transport soldiers and militia-
men, was seized on May 16.

It said rebels, on May 18,
alse set off an explosive at
Kalawit town in Zamboanga
del Norte, wounding several

S,

“In‘a Staterment the NBA

afaitist “military operations

__&imed at, defeatmg the NPA e
"the rebel groupsaid.

Series of clashes
. The assauit came after a se-
ries of clashes between govern-

-mnent-treops-and - Commmnist

rebels in Southern Mindanao,

e IR DaVao Oriental province, .. ..
-'-three soidmrs'were wmmded"' '

in an “houtlong firefight in
Lupon town on Saturday, the
police reported on Sunday,

Last week, five spldiers
were also wounded in a land
tine blast set off by NPA
rebels at Mabird town in Com-
postela Valley pravince,

In Surigao del Sur
province, three suspected
rebels on board a motorcycie
fired a rifle grenade launcher
8t the camp of the 36th In-
fantry Battalion on Friday. No
one, however, was hurt in the
attack, ~WITH REPORTS FROM
LEAH AUONOY, FRINSTON LI AND
CHRIS PANGANIBAN ING 71 }G




fry

. BACOLOD CITY ~The alleged Haison officer of the Ar.

. mando Sumayang Command of the New People’s Army
{NPA)was arrested irllog, Negros Occidental, the mifi-

‘tary reported vesterday. -

- _-Epbby“Pedm;"f's?&%i?:h*"a”li"i'"“é%‘"{'ff;l{éfﬂéfﬁ Laﬁrador and

. '_Recoy,__. ielded 2 9mm pistol, various types of ammunition,

-acell phone, sibversive documerits and P3,088 irvcash, Ist

L. Cesarjin Manalon, 15th Infantry Battalion Civil Military
: Operation offices said. . - %.b S el

- Pedto was about 1o enter the house of a ceﬁammgg o

 Sompanion escaped.

- CastilloinBarany: ‘nggotwhen*he'%évas'-ccﬂatédf}{;gﬁ T |

—y
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mander, who was caplured
by authorities while he was
recuperatmg in & hospital for & head

njury, Hes heett turned over to the
- Dravae Oity Police Office (DCPM and

eould be considered ‘as 2 “hors de
combatl,” or suf of action becauge

. of an injury, thereby, protecting him
from arrest under mternatmnal hu- -

manitarian laws.
. But in an earlier mterwew East— :
ern Mindanas Command: {Bast-

‘MinCom) Spokesperson Maj. Ezra
‘Balagtey told The Manila Bulletin .
- :thatl the milltary adhered toall in-

““ig set to-face at Ieast 12 charges of
' "‘,mm*derandarson SR S

':'.}'hospltai i
.- Cafeteis said to bethe new leader
of the NPA in the g, replacing

Leoncio “Ka Parage” Pitas us Head

of the Pulang: Bagam {]ﬁmpany Pis
tao-was killed inan encounter with
authorities in Barangay Panalum,
Paqmbate D"strmt here East June;'
.28 2035, i
L ThE: NPA has demanded fer {Ja—
ﬁete‘s reiease ‘saying that the leader

Jinggoy, after he was able to récover
- droma head injury whﬁe ‘on Irzospmtai_ " atleast 1% cases in Davae City, where
) arrest in'Bukidnon, .. &
v Hewas wonnded inan encouﬁter o

with-the: railitaryiastMay12-and bad——-Canete-reportedly led a- band of

to be hospxtahzed for g head waunﬁ R

__pack;ng plant in Barang

© explosive device that disabled it

ternational humanitarian lawsinthe = :
' d ;mam‘t_ammg custndy cf e e e

- Police said Cafete will be- facmg '

~-7iost of the cases against the rebel -
'-leader were filed.

NPA ratders who attacked n banana

- A Task Force Davao Sm&ba Tank

:;prdwded reinforesment to froops. . .
‘trying to repel the attack in May

7 2017. The NPA, meanwhile, antiei-
© pated'the Sxmba attack dnd planted

a commandidetonatéd: 1mpr0v1?ed

?

" K 3lyear-old ﬁsh vender, Lerry
“Buenafe, was killed after a shrapnel
of 4 command-detonated improvised
- explosive device hit him.




1Y
T
MV

5

f .. oa e

Bt e T e Wt g P e L o i R T i ¢
et 48T i TR R

{"’;ﬁ’;gés
|

1

RV EN AN

e

NQUIRE!

[
e o AT
¢
s

Lot Py

%
-

=

%

£ s‘-L l\

@

ByDiYap .
and Jerome Aning
Team_Inquirer

The Bangsamoro people shall be
considered "citizens of the Re-
“public of the Philippines,” and
fheir area in Mindanao shall be
their “territorial jurisdiction”

sy stendof theﬂ-“ Ggre.teﬁtitﬂl’y ,”

These were among the “con-

:the Senate 10 the proposed
Bangsamoro Basic Law {BBL)
during the period of amend-
ments for the bili, which-was

5™ thanges introduced:y -

scheduled to be approved on
Wednesday.
After President Duterte cet-

tified the bill as nrgent, leaders

of the Senate and the House of
Representatives assured him
that the BBL would be submit-
ced for his signature on july 23,
the day he delivers his third

_State of the Nation Address.

without amendments at 5 pai
2 substitate Dbill based on

House Bill No. 6475, authored -

by Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez.
‘Two other key amendments
1o the Senate measure were the
exclusion of Palawan from the
isiands idenrified as part of the
Isiamic historical range, and the
designation of the Bangsamoro

“The Houge beat the Sehate

sto:the draw on Wednesday and

approved the proposed BEL'on

third and final reading.
Voting 226-11 with two ab-
stentions, the House adopted

policeioreeas sgramitrol-the

Philippine National Palice.

provisions] were contentious,”
said Sen. Ralph Recto who,
along with Senate Minority

Leader Franklin Drilon, intro-
duced most of the amendments.

“lits] framework to begin
with s forming a state, which is

unconstitutional, until  we
adopt a federal form of govern-
ment,” Recto said.

Drilon successfully moved
for the inclusion of a provision
reiterating "that the Bangsamore

peopleare citizens of the Repube .

lic of the Philippines.” Majority

‘Leader-Juan-Miguel ZubitlAhe oo

bill sponsor, said ‘this was op-
posed by the Bangsamoro Tran-
sition Commission. Q. ﬂ’ j

ZJ

— Y
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The proposed Bangsamoro Basic -

Law (BBILJ, a Jandmark measure
expected fo prm'}de the key to a-long
lasting peace in Mindanao, breszed
through second and third reading ap-
provals in the House of Representatives

on‘Wednesday.
As agreed upon during an allﬂparty

_:cam‘:us calied by Speaker Pantaleon

Alvarez, including many who remained

-skeptical about the constitutionality of

certain provisions, majority supported
the hill President Duterte certified as
urgeni on Tuesday.

Page:

. a:ﬁa;canaﬂg—backed BBL a roved

Passed wﬁ:hcut amendments the
approved measure contained ail'the

--provisiong that three House comigit:

tees tasked fo study the measure Jomﬂy

-approved,

The pmpnséd BBL or House Bxﬂ_

8475 has provisions that have previ-

ousty been assailed dQuring the pﬁ

Y
(;




alacafiang- backed BBL...

16th Congress, Rep Lito Atienza. -

But these glaringly unconstitutional Minority Leader and Que:ron Rep
provisions will be taken oul as soonas  Danilo Suarez and members of his
the bill reaches bicameral committee -group pinred hopes on the vow of the
proceedings. This move was agreed  House leadership to amend the objee-
uponin separate meetings between the . tHonable provisions of the bill. o
Bangsamore Transition Comrmission Assistant Minority Leader Eugene
and Congress leaders; and between  de Verasaid the Supreme Court shouid

Congress leaders and Pres:tdent Du— - be expected to strike down provisions
“iertelast Monday " that are opposed to the provisions of the

. The approval of. the measure came . 1987 Constitution.:. . .
befnre Congress adjourned sine dieon .~ Albay Rep. Edeel Lagman head of
Wednesday. A total of 227 congressmen - the Magnificent Seven minoritybloc, re-
-woted to approve the propesed BBL, - jected the measure as he objected to the
‘with 11 solons rejectmg it and two oth- - “flawed and unconstitutional™ process
ers absfaining, - - by which the bill was passed. - -

AsagreedupondurmgaMalacanang.._. i “The.pertinent-provisions-of: the-

' meetmg of Congress leaders with Du- 1987 Constifution under Articts Xal:
“terte, the hicameral confererice com-*  evaté the ARMB (Autonomous Region

- mittee will harmonize the Senate and  in Muslim Mindanao) to a constifutional
_-House versions of the measure. ... entity similar to the Comelec, COA,

. “Congress will resolve them in its - Civil Service Commission, Office of the

Liicam conference committes in col- Ombudsman, and the Commission on

laboration with the Executive Depart- - Humoan Rights,” he explained,

‘ment and the Bangsamoro Transition Lagman added: “Verily, the ARMM
Commission. If we won't resolve them, . cannot be dismantled to give way to
we won't have a bilt for the President  BBL without first amending the' Con-
to consider,” stated House Majority  stitution by abolishing ARMM and
Leader and Ilocos Norte Rep. R@dolfo -author‘izing the Congress to enactthe

Farifias, . . . BEL in i{s place. We cannot place the
The executwe -legislative consen- . cart before the horse”
sus:indicated {hat both legislative . Farifias said Duterte regacted the

chambers will ratify the consolidated grantaf mdependent mxlxtaryandpuhce

=hiltwherthe third sessionorthe I’zth”"f’-

Congress.on July 25, will take the place of the ARMM

SrEgs tothe nawiocal government that

“The signing of thebiltjs expected to

third State-of-the-Nation Addressinthe the House officials stated,
afterncon-of July2s. .+ . . . But'the opi-in provisioh that would

Staunch supporters of the measyre - -allow the BBL to expand iis jurisdiction

providea poignant drama for Duterte’s  thatsuch will justbe areserved power ”

lauded Alvarez for pr av;timg the strong.--through-plebiseites-will-be-resslved

passage of the measure

*vow o have the BBL proposalapproved  “department. =7 0 b
-on second and third readingbefore the © - “We offered ong’ (plabxscite) for the

leadership that resulted in the swift during the bicameral panel sessions

JAlarez hat Hevi r;;wavered mh

sine die adjournmentandhave tsigned . next 10 vears which they accepted,
by Duterte during the SONA. - But for some of the {House) menibers,
Alvarez, on the other hand, con- -especially those near the proposed
. gratulated the House Committees on - aulonomous region of Bangsamoro,are
- Local Government, on Muslim Affairs, - apprehenswe about the creeping
-and on Peace and Reconciliation for  expansion of the proposed reg;on »
their painstaking efforts inpursuing explained Farifias.
the measure. : _According to Farifias, one more
The seven Makabayan bloe lawmak- possxble ‘option is o grant-expansion
_ers were among those who thumbed  of BBL ferritory if 2 law | is passed by
down the measure. : Congress for such move. .

Reps. Abdullah Dxmaporo {(NUE . The House official said the B’I‘C
Lanao del Norte) and Celso Lobregat  agreed not'to fouch the constitutional
(NE Zamboanga City) abstained. bodies such as the Commission on Rlee-

“I am &ll for giving our Muslim  tions (Comeles) and the Comnusswn on
‘brothers and sisters a better deal But  Audit {COA). .
{0 attain this, we must have truth, jus-- - Reacting to'the -seecmd attempt -by
tice, and eguality as the foundations for Congress to pass & BBL, Andk Ming-
lasting peace. Bui there are still some anao Rep. Amihilda’ Sangeopén said
provisions in the proposed Basie Law  the bill presents the future of peace
for the Bangsamoro (BBL) that need  in Mindanao as it “gives us the tools
to be changed,” said Senior Deputy 1o build and sustain the peace we ali
Minority Leader and Buhay Party-list  pray for.” _

i
!

D
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"THE H pitse ef Represenwsves has
;. appmved House Bill 6475 orthe -

" proposed Bangsatnoro Basic Law

‘on third and final reading via a.

22711 ¥otewith two bstentions.

Thevote came after the plenary .
adopted the miotion made by Ma- |

‘jority Teader Rodolfo Fatifias that

replaced the'initia] vergion 'of the
“measure with & gubsmute bxil that

‘was hammer
; anWednesday,

“Thepruposed: BBLabohshes the-';.'
AUOnOMmOoUs Region. in Muslim -
Mindanao and replaces it with a -
-Bangsamoro Region that will enjoy.

‘fiscal autonomy and be gfrvemed
‘by the Bangsamoro partiament.
~.Rep.-Ceélso Lnbragat, who op-

““substantial’ amendments were

“accommodated by the substitute -

‘bill. ' One of these amendments

changed to dllow the cantzguous

woters ask for thelr inclusion. -

*“"lam substantially satisfied, not-';';
fuiigr, butsubstantially,” Lobregat, -

is the opt-in provision ‘that was .

wxl} pass judmal smmny :
* Drilon‘introduced ‘several
‘amendments to Sérdte Bl 4717

ot the Senate version of the BRL,

to exsure that it will notaufferthe .
same fate as the Memorandum &

of Agreement on the Anéestral
'.Damain5{MO§%~AD},‘:which the:

- Suptenie Cotirt declaréd as unton-

: stltuimnal .

‘tional issues that Jed to the down- o
fall vf the previous Memorandum
‘of Agreemém on-Ancestral Do- .
<Thain 142008, Drilon'said. 0 T
“[ want 10 tiake sure that the .
. BBLﬂmtwemilpassm 100 percent’
i conformity with'the 1987 Con-
“stitution. All ‘our amendments. are
:posed the ‘meastre, ‘révedled that =
 tional provisions so it canwithstand
judicial scrutiny. We tannot afford
- a repeat -of what happened in the -
MOAAD,"headded. “Itis impers | -

- tive'that we learn from the pastand -

designed to deanse it of iinconstitu-

1
i
g Page:
i

.
o

adlym:

e

st do it

passa’ “that) man&stabﬂzt;nandanao? :
- atleast 10 percent Gf ‘the regxstered :

witl finally be reglized 7.

‘Among the amendments Diil-
‘on introduced, "to-strengthen the
“law's adherence to Constitution”

make surethate, avoidmlﬂngihp o

' wno abstained fro voting, said.
Rep Bai Sandra Sema viewed the

is the Tetnoval of the provision .
-on “reserved powers” for the BAR

_eanwhﬂe, Ghazah }aafar, chair

: ;who comes from Mindanao, who -
~knowsthe situation on theground.:
" Let us thoose life, use this oppor-
~tunity to ‘tnake things vight,” Sema

: sald in her sponsorship: speech.-

" ‘Rep. Sherwin Tugna, chairmian”
: of the Conimittee’'on Suffrage and -
‘Electoral Reforms, also backed the .

passage of the Bill: :
it dsjlst ﬁttmg that we put an
‘end to strife in‘Mindanao.-Our

Bangsamaro fellowmen have long
‘been longing for the recognition of

“theiridentity and their ngh‘ts S,
Bangsamoro will remaii’a pant of
ot country; thus, the bill provides

“forthe shared responsibility of the

Bangsarnoro government.and the
national government,” Tugnasaid _

-_Constztuﬁona!

Senate Mmor;ty Leader Frankhn

Drilon on Wednesday urged feliow -
! Jawmakers to ensure that theBBLpé_’i

_'Comm;ssmn (BIC) that crafted the *
BBL, thanked President Rodrigo.. -
Duterte for fulfilling his profiseto

-Lcemfy the measureasirgent, .
“Nagpapasalamat kami nglubus A
Catang inihal natmgpangulo yung

pangako nivasd mga Muslimyatsa

-amin ay finutupad niyatothedast
‘minute (We thank our'beloved
- president for fulfilling his prom- .+

‘ise to-Muslims and to us tothe =
- last mmute) ‘he told The Manila

Times'in 2 chance interview, -

“We are looking for 2 win-win
sohistion that will evenitually address
- he ongoing military warfare in the

region of the Muslim Mindanao

‘through'the most peacefdl and civi-
‘Jized way ormeans of resclving it.
“We helieve that every senator and
- congressman knows the problem

_in.our homeland,” said Jaafar, also
- vice chairman of the Maro Tslamic -

.hheratmn Front {MILE). . F;
- LLANESCAT.PANTI AND -

BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
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House okays BBL;
Senate takes tum

' By Mar:cei\f Cruz, Mawn |
Ramaos-Aranetaand .
Sara Susanne D, Fabunan =

-TRUE to their pmm:s-e to President '

“Rodrige  Duterte, congressmen -ofi
Wadnesday approved on finzl reading
the proposed Bangsamoro Basic Law.
Voting  226-11-2, the House of
; Representatives, presided by Deputy
~ Hpezker and Batanpas Rep. Raneo
i Aby, rassed House Bill 6475 that was
i certified as urgent by Duteste,
Reps Celso Lobrt:gat cf Z,ambaanga

'-Haéuse.;.- '

From AL

- Before-the* thxrd and f1nal~readmg,

approva§ lawmikers voted overwhelm-
ingly on'the measure via voice voting.-

Senate . Minority -Leader  Frauklin -
Drilon introduced several amendments

to the Senate version of the proposed

‘BBL to ensure that the measure will
“not suffer the same fate as the Memo-

random of Agreement on the Ancestral
Domain, which the Supreme Court de-
clared unconstitutional.
~ Senator Migz Zubiri, chairman of the
Sub-Comimitiee on the Bangsamoro Basic
Law, said they were on track with the BBL.
He said the landmark measure ‘was
being forged by senators ncross party
Hnes. He sald among the amendments

ctamkled WerE i

"y ?’*Oﬂﬂ ab%m@é from the vanng Mextpage L e e

omoadioniWednesday said the proposed s )

But Ozamis Arhcbishop Martin e

BEL was bound to fail if only one group

- would benefit from it
He urged Congress to hold consulta-

tions with the different sectors of soci-
ety.

The BBL mast-npt-he-exclusive-and

must give equal opportunities to every-

A governmsnt is for tize peop@e and
for the. people and when you only choose
a sector, then it is destined to be 2 fail-
ure”

- HB 6475, principally authored by

Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez, was spon-
sored in the plenary Tuesday night by

" Representatives Pedro Acharon of South

Cotabato, chairman of the committee on
focal government; Mauyag Papandayan

of Lanao del Sur, head of the commit-

tee on Muslim affairs; and Ruby Sahali
of Tewi-Tawi, head of panel on peace,
reconciliation and unity.

..body _%;ecauseagovemmentthatxsc}\ctu-______
;__szver' nota' cod- '_ Inmet mogd- o
et BB
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By Gorry Balde

In an overwhelming 227 to I
vole, with, two abstentions, the
House of Represerdalives spproved
vasterday the Bangsamoro Bagic
Law on third and final reading.

The voting came sfter a motion
made by House Majorily Leader
Rodolfo Farifas of Hocos Norte to
tepluce the initial vergion of the
tneasure with & substitute bifl that

. was. devoid.of the contentious...

provigions like the “opt-in” where
contigeons provinces and eities
would be sliowed to join the region
on & regular basis,

Rep. Gelso Lobregat of
Zamboangs City, who had been
opposing the passage of the bill
on constitutional guestions, was
now amenable to the substitute bill
thal was grafted during an alk
1aember caueus,

Lobregat said “substaniial”

the measure,

The proposed BEL would
‘wholish the current Autonomens
Hegion in Muslim Mindanao
{ARMM}. I will be replaced with
a Bangsamoro Reglon.

Anobher contentious provision
that is being guestioned is the
grant of PE0 billion annually to the
Bangsamore Region which wili be
sourced out of the national
government,

ARMM is around P53 hillion.

Eeprosentative Bai Sandra
Semn of Maguindanao, for her part,
viewed the BB as a blessing for
all.

“BBL is & blessing for all of us,
especially under 2 President who
camnes from Mindanae, who knows
the situation on the gronnd. Let
us chioose life, aso this opportumity
o make things right,” Sema said

-smendments were.iniroduced in--.—The-existing -hudget- of-the—-

in her sponsorship speech.

=%
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_‘ Sangeopan said that the BBLis -

the only way now thal would bring
pence in Mindanao. . :

*The time has anme fo:'__.

everybody to understand ‘the
stories of .our people; instead :of
Judging us based on stereotypes

and iniseonceptions,” Sangeopan
added. . . .
The proposai for the

Bangsamoto region t0 have their
own Jommission on Blections, their
own police and their own
Commission on Audit had also been
junked in the substitute bill.
Senate version revised
Meanwhile, at the Senats,
Minority Leader frankiin Drilen
hag. - introduced  several
amendments to the chamber’s

-~.xersion, of the proposed BBL to,

make sure that the measure will

wnobsuffer.the, same. fate as the.

arandum of Agreement on the
Ancestral Domain {MoA-AD), which
the Supreme Court declared as
unconstitutional.

*We  must the

avoid -

~gongtitutional-issues that led tothe

downfall - of the previous
____Memorandum of Agreement on

the measure,

“Considering the importance of
the Bangsamoro Basic Law to
attaining lasting and just peace in
Muslim Mindanao, as legislators we
must gusrantee that every word in
this law would survive judicial
review,” Drilon said.

Drilon said he expects that the

omain in 2008,” Driion

_ “stability in Mmdanaa W}ii f it
" said, as he reiterates - ‘sippott for

realized?’

" BBLwill be slevated to the Supreme
on{ourt onee enadted into law,
"1 want to'make sure that the -

BBL that we will pass n Congress .

s 300 percent in conformity with
the 1887 Constitution,” Drilon said. -
e AlLpur-amendments are
wdesigned stosocleanses:
~unoonstitutional provisions so it can

withstand judicial scrutiny. We
eannot afford a repeat of what
happened in the MoA-AD;” Drilon

‘stressed.’

The said agreement, s;gned by
the administration of President
Gloria Arroyo and the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) in 2008,
was struck down by the Supreme
Court in the landmark case

‘Provinee of North Cotabato vs. the

Governmeni of the Republic of
Philippines (GR. 183581}, as the

dtooof
10 of the Constitution in. this

delete the provision on “reserved
powers” for the new Bangsamorn

Autonomous Region, given that the
Constitution already provides for
the residual pOWErS of the Natiofal

Gavernment ws—a vls autmmmcus )
TRgions: :

Bl Y relterate ‘Ehe Sec. I? Art

section,” he added. Section 17 Art.
X provides that “All powers,
functions, and responsibilities not
grarted by this Oenstitution or by
law to the antonomous regions shall
be wvested in the National
Governument.”

Driion sees this as among the
gontentious provisions when the
Senate and House  of
Representatives pass their own
versions and eventually meet i the
hicameral confereiice commities,

aWe ...Gid . away

JHwith

' -m“ the Philippines.”

© The Bangsamorce Transition
Csmmxssiozz {BTC) oppesed the
-amendivent, which puzzled Drilon,

. Buying thathis. . proposed
amendment only reiterates. the
- wordings -of :the: Ctmstxtutwn on
- Philippine eitizenship.

“This was mtroduceé te prevtmt
any ‘misinterpretation that that
thereis a ‘Bangsamoro cittzenship’,
because we are all Filipinos and
we are all citizens of the
Philippines,” Drilon emphasized,

The minority leader slse moved
t0 gmend the bill to remove the
provinee of Palawan from the list
of areas considered as historically
part of Bangsamore territory. The
smendment was puf to & vols
fellowing epposition from the
sponsor and the BTC. Drilon’s
Amendment. was carried. .

High Cowt sald the agreement was
uficonstititionsl and Mlegsl, and the -

PTOCess: thraugh swehic

commenced * wlumsmal capricious,

opprossive, arbitrary and despotic.”
“i is imperative that we learmn

from the past and make sure that

we avold making the same deadly

He added: “We must do it right

this time in order that peace and_

Hence, Drilen maée several
substantial amendments during the
hourslong deliberations of the
Senate on Senate Bill No. 1717 on
Pussday that lasted 16 hours,

Among the important
amendments he introduced *in
order to strengthen the law's
adherence to constitution” is to

1

¥

‘nomenciatures, used no specific
onamesand simply mirrored.dhe..
wording of the ‘Constitution, and

gave powers to the Bangsamoro
goverament in-kesping with the
constitutional provisions on Jogal
auwtonomy,” Drilon said.

particularly the wording of the

__MGAAU whmh led the Supreme .
= GOUrt”
' &ncomtxtutwnal

gt are i
“$inee kts
provisions vested the proposed
Bangsamore entity the statos of an
aszocinted state which is not
recognized by the present
Gonstitution. .
Drilen also successfully moved
for the inclusion of the provision
reiterating “that the Bangsamerso
people are citizens of the Republic

misﬁakeS"'ail“over'again;"-“he"said;"- e ~Prilon-woted--that-H-was-

The senator also encozmtereé

;BT opposition:to:his:proposalito....owis

introdute an anii- politicel dymagty
provision for the Bangsamoro
government, which was meant to
reinforee the -country's efforts to
address political dyndsties and Hs

~-gffect-to-public-governance: The

matter was temporarily set aside,

“dynasty st be UL 865088, _
© Drilor 4lse lauded _and
supported efforts ‘made by
Senators Panfilo Lacson and
-Gregorio Honasan o -ensure ‘thai

the Bangsamore police will be

under the Philippine National Police
in keeping with the Constitutional
precept that there ghall be one
police force.

disappointing Drilon, wha ingisted S |
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House passes BBL.

BY WENDELL VIGILIA

THE House of Representatives
vesterday approved on fina! wead-
Ing the proposed Bangsamoro
Basic Law BBL; nmid constin-
donal issues hounding sume of the
measure’s provisions,
Congressmen vored 227.11
with twn abstentions in favor of
House Bill No. 6475 which seeks
3 replace the Autonomons Region
om Musiim Mindanao with & new

House and Senate bills as uryent
measures. The Seaate bill was under
golnp amendments as of press fime,

The rwo congressmen whe ah-
stained were Abduilah Dimaporo
{PDFLaban, Lanao del Nortes
and Celsa Lobregar (LD, Zambe-

“anga Uiy} who expressed reserva-

tons over some of the provisions
of the bill,

Speaker Panraleon Alvarer said
he also shares the reservations of
some lawmakers who belisve thay
the bill is unconstitations! because

Banpsamoro auronomaons region,
- The approval came 2 dav afrer
Pressdent Durerte certified the

" See HOUSE > Page B2

HOUSE

It secks 1o abolisk the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao {ARMM),
~-The-establishment-of-the ARMMN;

rirhlvarez ssaiddewould s Es just

in the Constimtion,” he said,

Lo
issue of constitntionality with the Supreme
Court when the time comes.

The bill, which was priacipally authozed by
Alvarez, was approved on second reading ar 4:30

taxes inchneling customs,”
Some lawrmakers are also proposing to form
separate bodies to perform the functions of

ctions and the Commission on Audit,

A0 the Bangsamoro reglon.bur-House deaderg b

- opposed it because of constitutional issues,

Majorsity leader Rodolfo Farifias has said
congresstmen and senators will have 1o iron our
their conflicting versions of the hill during the
congressional break.

o third wtvd fival teading shortly after 5 j=¥s3

p-m. vesterday and was put 1o a vote for passage

. the “opt-in” provision which allows otheraress -
“to’be patt of the proposed aofonomons region ...

Among the most contentious provisions is

of ‘Bangsamorn, which i being opposed by
some congressmen.

Under the House bill, other areas can be
part of the Bangsamoro region by submitting
a resolution or petition of 1§ percent of irs
registered voters, The petition can be filed
every five years for g period of 25 years after
the creation of the Bangsamoro.

As 3 compromise, lawmakers agreed that
there will also he only one plebiscite for the
Opt-in provision,

The plebiscite will be held not eadier than
90 days or noz larer than 120 days after the bill
becomes a Jaw .

Another amendment was to rerain the
Bangsamoro police and military under the
national government,

On the 1ssue of fiscal #atonomy, Lobregar
said the block grant to the Bangsamoro region
will rerriain “but fewill be 5 pescent of natonal

submitted for ratfication by the House and the
Senate in their plenary sessions i the morning
in time-for hi§ state of - the siation address ard
pm. on the same day,

The BBL is seen as key to forging lasting
peace with separatist rebels ard thwarting the
tise of Islamist extremism in Mindanao,

The bil is the result of 2 2014 peace deal
between the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
and the government to end tearly 50 vears
of conflict thar has killed more than 120,600
people and displaced 2 million.

Tt outlines the process to set up a self-admin-
istered tetritory in an area sometimes referred
to as Bangsamoro,

The Senate has commitred to Duserte e pass
its counterpart version soon, before z panel of
both houses combines both drafis in 4 version
for the president’s final approval,

The previous administration met mimerous
hurdtes and failed tw pass the bill, fuelling re-
sentment and miswrust among many minoetity
Muslims,

Do

uch as.the Commission

He. said. the bicameral report-will-then e

cof July 23 withshe Presidentsigning it into law L

e




¥ Fooemmor e
oy FrmnE
H LI R A N e
g ¥ e,
3 r " - ..
Sy w4 R :
A SR E
LR W g‘i’" by
:‘“ = o
Y e T
- “ -
J TR S -

 BIFF gun “factory’ seized

- SULTAN KUDARAT -Soldiers seized a suspected gin face '_
‘tory of the Bangsamoro {slarnic Fresdom Fighters {(BIFE) in Ba- -

rangay Tungol, Salipada Pindatum, Maguindanao yesterday.
. - Capt. Arvin Encinas, public affairs officor of the 6th In-

-fanir;‘r Division, said 12 shotguns, a .45-caliber pistol, rocket -

11
k3+)
ity

launchers, grande projectiles, gun parts and gunsmith twols

wererecovered. o O L
.. "BIFF militants operating the shop managed to escape.
- "We targeted the firearms manufacturing cepability of

;. Al

the BIFF It is part of our ongoing efforts to degrade their .

firepower as we pressinE thers 1o sumen er,” Lt. Col. Har

#?ld.iCabunoc,.BardiIn'_fa_n.f;rzt:ﬁgﬁaiion;.mmmané%:_s.ai;_ﬁ :

e ﬁik '~John Unson, Jaime Lande : o

¥
Y
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| DAVAO GITY - Tho military raided -

-an alleged lair of the Bangsamoro -

-Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF)
~ifi Baranigay Totiggol Gerieral Sali-
-pada K. Pendatun, Maguindanaco early -
morning on Tuesday, and discoversd
a gud factory and an assortment of -

WEAPONS, o
+ - Inareport sent to The Manila Bul-

letinon Wednesday, Lt Col B arold M. -

* Cabunoe, ommanding officer of the

33rd Infantry Battalion, said the troops

‘Operation "specifically targeted t_he

. The military sa

- lirearms capability of the BIFE «
Tt s part of our ongoing efforts

in degrading their firepower as we . -
‘pressure them to surrender*-Cabunoe © -

said, .

‘ammunition

*._Cabunoc added that the aperation
was undertaken by different military

it seized & gun-
smithing rrisching; acaliber, 45 M19117
‘pistol, ‘a 12-guageé shotpun, twa rocket
" propelled grenade launchers, unfin-
- Ished home-made guns; and assorfed -

©units including the First Mechanized -

Infantry Battalion and the Seventh

Field Artiliery Battdlion.

The military said they taok custody.
of 15 persons far queszioning,'bu{'they :
bcal govern--

were later released 1o ]
ment officiats <o

Lt Col. Lauro Oliveros, the con-

e e s

who mingle with JGivilians2-Oliveros

id his unit pr

: I*;I’fa-hti_iﬁ’g*fi}‘ffi"{:‘i%“f‘”ﬁ"t’:’if;‘%ﬁe‘ I8t Mecha: ="
‘nized Batislion

BAXMUm support f
Aroops.

- “The sight of -.fhe:'i‘péﬁng heav-
Aly afmed armored véhicles served

as delerrerice against the terrorists

J

added. oo T T
... 'The military said suspected; TP
‘be;:_"sj'-féﬂﬁ".ith'e'ff'B_.'{IT_ﬁFajgft‘g:_bféh ind their

exectted the raid,

L Meanwh’iie‘,_ 'EII?Fispéke'siﬁaﬁ-Abﬁ
‘Misry Mama said they have yed {o re-
< egive reports about the raid. - R

~Si
4
A

| war materiel as police commandss |




' Am&ARAL

BYJBLMUNiRI _

i i__.prempﬂy ré eased to locai govemé
'mem officials o 3
- CaptArvin Fricinas, spekes~

m Magumdanao on Tuesday memmg

Lt CQI Hz_n'oid Cabunnf

HARIPF AGUAK Magu mda-
nao: Combined eiements of the Army
and police commandos seized a terrorist
firearms factory’ after storming the lairofthe
Bangsamero Islamic Freedom F:tghters {BIFF} e

o ﬁrepcwer as we pressare them m'_' ;

miati for the 6th Infantty Divi- -

“sion (6th 1D}, the operation
' _was participated in by different”
tnits of the Army, amosng them

the 15t Mechanized Infantry

‘Battalion and‘the 7th "held Arw
:-ulier} Battalion. 0 :

o keep ouf wmﬁ:ng edge :
Aga;ﬂst 4 highly adaptive eneémy .

in g complex environment, we _

"_erations was the firearms .f actory .

the command

o _.--MEBH pistol, 4 12-gauge shoigun

:_'ofzhe terforists in thearea.
e specxﬁca]l\r targeted the _-nﬂegrmades,unﬁnmhedhomemaﬂe

._ef ects, The synergized -effort
“enabies the police commandos’
" to serve the wartrants agaznsi ‘1he

"-empiuyed dszf:rem ca‘pab;ht;es' o

fitearms ‘manufacturing capabil-

ity_of the BIFE 1t:is part.of out

‘gunis and assorted dmmanition.

*suspects,” Cabunoc said, "
it Got. Laurn: Oiz\{ems,'

Fifteen people-were held

<ongoing efforts in degrading their {

for questioning but they were

commanding - officer of the st

“anit is hamessmg its. ability ‘1o
- provsde maximum suppon 10 the .
. Taneivering troops.

~+"Our armored vehicles provide B

Z proteci;on to the infanty during

“Darwin Padla, the battalion com-

" -tnander of the 4" Special Action

" Bastalion who pamctpated in the
opergtions. -

~the assault 'on the houses which
“are Jocated within 2 civilian com-

munity, The sight of the toaring
- heavily armed arinored vehicles

" served as deterrence against theter-
the newly installed 6th 1D com-
-mander; commended the'troops
for the successful mission.

forists who mingle wzth cmhans
Oliverossaid. -
Protected b)f the amllery assets,

‘police commandos exearted the
~mission withount gny unneces-
sary casualties. Continue put-
ting on the pressure against the

raid on the specific houses thiat had
“been -identified by informants,
" ‘Thé suspects-fled in disarray,
‘leaving bekind some weapcms and '
“war materiel, o L o
TWith- amllery suppﬁrt behmd

)
A

execute the mission alongside
qur Ammy couhterparts. The artil-

" lery had served as-stern warming

against those’ who dare {0 join
the fray," according 1o Police Supt.

‘Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobe;ana,

“You have accomplished the

remnants of the BIFF so that

“they will ‘eventually ‘surender

like the others,” he'said. 1 :}
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ZRMBGREGA ary: Mayor Mzna
Isabelle Salazar vawed to seek
‘justice for victims of the Moro
rebels’ ‘siege of Zamboanga in
2015 after the release from jail
of dozens of gunmen who par-
ticipated in the attack. .

The Pasig City Reglonal “Trial
Court Branch 158 tecently or-
dered the release-of 96 out
of over 200 members -of the

“As city mayor, T have ordered
athorough review of the security
measures and directed the ity
police and military to tiosely
_coordinate with' oy office;T.am
still hoping that fustice will be
~server] 1o the vietims of the Zam: -
“boanga siegé and the remaining
100 MNLF accused shall be held

“accountable for the cnmes rom-

‘mitted,” she said..

 MNLF chief Maz Mzsnart is
;among thoge facing charges of .
rebellion and violation of the”
- Philippine Act on Crimes'against

“International Humanitarian Law,

“Genaocide ‘and Other- Cmmes

against Humanity, .
. Some 300 of Misuari's | oyal

foi!owers fromi Basilan and. Sulu

proviogces arraved by.boats

~dfote-National Liberation-Front -
{MILF) who were arrested or §ur-

“The .reiease ‘was a result of

the plea bargaining agreement

entered into by the Department
of Justice and some of the MNLF

‘Zamboangs and then atta

iseverabyillagess sparkmg i‘souse—-,. s

‘10-house fighting, withirebels
‘taking dozens finnocent civil
ians and hiolding them hostage
‘and using them as shlelds ag&mst

ficer who admitted hewent. .
“{o the village ‘to negotidte the
surrender of the. rebels,
: Weapons from Ugong's group.

-kﬂled 4and wounded inthe

Malayo was initially reported
to have been taken hostage
by Ugong's group; but this
was - denied by ghe police of-

Pﬂhce aiso seized assorted
- More than 400 people were .

fighting that lasted ahree
weeks and displaced over
120,’00{) residents; -

Salazar previously said ‘she
will not allow the- :tebels 10 -go
unpunished. :

_In 2001, Misuari’s loyal forces
also attacked military bases in Zam-

baanga x@gf and jolo:

mous Region: in ‘Maslim Min-
‘dango, ‘but 'was removed after
losing 1n'sucteeding elections.

security-forces:

[rebels] accused over the objer:
tion of thecity, . which resulted

~=insthe lowermg of the penalty, -
“imposed ‘on the accused since

‘their imprisonment had already

exceeded the penalty agreed

upon in the plea bargaining
agreement, " Salazar said..

- “The city government is sad-
‘dened by the reledsé of the
accused MNLF members but
-wil continue to fight for justice
despite the recent order of the

RagxonaiTnai Cour:," sheadded.

Balazar .ordered police and
'xm Titary forces to tighten security
in Zamboanga after the reiease
of the rebels.

One: a“f hxs tommanﬂers,

: BarangayMampangm zxd; ge.
forasafe passage back'to Basilan.

" Ugong tlatmed that Mistari

m;sie_d them into believing
they would attend:a peace rally
in Zamboanga, ‘but ended up -
hiding in the vl]iage when the |

fighting erupted. -

Fle also ran thiice a8 Sulif gov
ernor but lost each time, .

- Misuaii then accuse &eAqm«
o admunstrati enegingon

their agreement. that: prompted

thce and Suli'ontes

"him to attack’ Zamboang iCity
Co m..mcm*ro
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An ‘i'i ﬁar mEewup
ri

1’1?&111(:}9 acc;dent hap-
' peued .on the Marcelp .
‘?eman Bridge when these 11
- wehicles piled #ip at the foot of
‘the bridge inits steepest part. ||
- Fistof all letme pointoutthat |
vehicleg that ‘pile up the road-
ways are commonplace in areas —
fike the United States, Canada or in Eumpc because
of extreme weather conditions caused by merciless
snowtalls that often block the sight of drivers who

only getto see the stalled vehicles when itis already
too late to stop. Hence a ‘pile up of cars often-hap-

~Gasoline prices-have-blown-ap-sky-high,not
bceause of the Department of Finance {DOF) Tax
Reform {or Acceleration and Inclasion {TRAIN)
law, but because of the gravity of world prices
governing petroleum products, initiated by the
withdrawal of the US nuclear deal with Iran that
former President Barack Obama signed, which at

_.the end of this deal, would result'in Iran havmg
“2 nuclear capability. '

~Thatlandmark deal Q;gnec‘i 12015 lifted sanctions

'.on Iran that cmppled its economy and cuf its oil ex-

ports practically inhalf. However at the end of the day,

nuclear inspections in Iran were Limited rather than

becoming an easier fask, which in the end was a deal

~that Iran trulv cherished, which makes us guestion
~why then Pres. Obama signed this deal with Iran?
- With US President Donald Trump getting out of that

deal was a campaign promise he made and he has

“since gotten oul of that bad deal.

__ With that withdrawal, it gives Iran the a}pbon
of expelling inspectors and resuming their nuclear

_activities that supposedly it has agreed to suspend.

So at this point, we cannot be sure whether the oil
prices'would continue at this very hlgh rate, but cer-

“That. M@ﬂday T t}ad mca,dent happened

est part of the Marcelo Fernan Bridge, which gives vou

At idea that Wi siinply have wo hany mexpememred"“

drivers in our roads, This only teﬁs you that eﬁucahng
DU dnvers, wiuch i : 5 ; :

nght now marny track drivers still drive atthe left
gide of the road witen all frucks and buses are expected
1o use oniv the rightmost side of the road. The same
is true with multi-cab drivers who do not know how
to drive more than 60 kph. Hence, I dare say thet itis
high time for LTO to ¢onduct a random test of drivers
to test their reaction when they drive on faster lanes.
Also, the LTO must sit dewn with the International
Truckers Groups to tell them about the need for driv-
ers to conduct at the very least a weekly check on their
vehicles, especially their braking systems.

% * #

st M _ondav in Mar:tan i siand the weather'-

Dot lu:i T

cause the majority of Cebuane drivers simply donot”
know how to drive their vehicles above 70 kilometers -
‘per hotur Worse, that accident happened at the steep-

: ;m}y we-can‘only-hopethat: world-aibpricescould-

oon as possibie. More so if US Pres.

p
Kim Jong Un on the 12th of June, then we h{}pe for
great things to happen on this very highly volatile

- world. We are positive that the Trump meeting with

n Turn to page 12

ip wotld ' rieet up with North Kereatg "




AVILA From page 11

Kim fong Un will result to a very positive meeting... so let's
~eross-our-fingers and-wish us ek
g * *

Harty Roque, Presidential Spokesman said, “Now of course
te woridd like to have BBL enacted before Congress poes inle recess
on June 2, but their promise really is they will do everything possible
fopass BBL." Roque said that Pres. Duterte met with lawmakers
and members of the Bangsamoro Transition Council Monday

night to discuss ways to harmonize the BBL drafts. . S
_ . Senate President Vicente Sotto iTf and Sen. Juan Miguel Zubin
said the President personally told them during the meeting that
he will issue the needed certification. Do _

. Mind you, the senators, particularly Senate President Vicente
Sotto, Senate President Pro Tempore Ralph Recto and Minority
Leader Franklin Drilon, were s#l] writing amendments to the
BBL. Sotto said after its approval both chambers will immedi-
ately form the bicameral conference commy ttee on the BBL to
reconcile the conflicting provisions of their respective versions
of the measures.

Sotto said it was possible that Duterte will sign it imme-

diately to report the same'in his State of the Nation Address
on July 23. Of course thers is no.guestion that the BBL needs
tobe approved by both the House of Representatives and the

~Philippine:Sera te hopeftlly by et month. Thanks to then

“istopithe BBL rathas "tﬁ'an"&'}?Pf{)Vé it due to the 44 Special
Action Force {SAF) men thal were killed in that encounter
in Mamasapano. S :
. R o
Email: vshobita@gmail.com
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 DansalanCollege

o rise from the rubble :

uard saw meninblack identi- -
‘fied as belonging to the Maute:

“group of terrorists, throw bottles filled
‘with gasoline and burned the build-
ings of Dansalan College Foundation:
“Incin Marawi City, ool iy
o Starting that day, and-for five
months, the once peaceful atmosphere -
was all hell dnd fire as government
military forces tried to quell the ter-
rorists, bombings shattered buildings'
into smitherééns, snipers killed hun-:
“dreds f human lives, and exchanges -

of bullets chased thedliving out of the

ity The source of destruction has

fully ‘desolate, and

n May 23, 2017, a security -

" 'The school offered secondary and
tertiary education. In 1968 Dansalan
Junior College sarned a full college

. status. In 1967, Rev. Llovd Van Vactor
- and his wife Maisie served as teachers.

The missionary and college became

‘Tunationsl news in 1979, with the kid-

napping and holding captive for 20
days of Rev. Van Vactor.
On June 1, 1981, Dansalarn Jun-

“ior College became incorporated as

Dansalan College Foundation Inc.
{DCFI) with Rev. Van Vactor as the
first president followed by Dr. Bulalio
Maturan from 1981-1989. Dr. Fedelina
Tawagon became the first woman

=presidentin1989and holds the posttion

unti] the present time. .

2 Christ's mission is shown in the cob
lege’s mission statement: “To develop
and npurture, a people of principle, vir-

~tpe-faithy hope and-health-in a trans-.

cultural academic atmosphere of excel-
lence and service, ol :
“+ During the period of the siege, the
‘campus residents fled for safety with
riothing but the clothes they were wear-
ing. More than 20 faculty and staff were
-held hostage for five months, released
orescaped at different period.
‘Dr.Tawagonsaid the Maute group Jed
by their former student, Omar Maute,
set up DCF] as their stronghold and
because of their presence, the buildings
became a target for military air strikes
that further destroved the entire campus.
The mahogany trees were burmed, the
people inside the campus were filled
‘with herror, On May 24, 2017, while
the Maute group was having breakfast,
people went out of hiding and women
brought hijab, 2 head covering worn in
public by Muslim women to put them
on the teachers for safety. The Maranao
women led them to their homes and

‘waverthembreakfasty o i vt
 After over a month, DCFI was liber-

" quarters .angry, hungry, and sad, not
" knowing what the future will bring

them. o -
The Marawi siege physically de-
‘‘‘‘‘‘ ~stroyed-the Dansalan-Gollege Founda-—
‘Hon Inc., an institution'that has been -
& historical, educational,-and social -
““{andmark in the citv. -

UDCEI history began with the'arrival = _
- the promotion of Muslim weaving.” The

in 1915 of Dr. Frank Laubach and his’
wife Effa Seely in Dansalan (former

name of Marawi) to start & literacy |
~Research Center, enriched the collec-
- Hions of Christian-Muslim literature and
“Maranao cuiture in Mindanao.

program known worldwide as “Each
One Teach One.” InJune 1941 the Ma-
drasah High School was started with
23 students but it was closed in De-
cember 1941 because of World War L.

in 1950 Dansalan Junior Coliege
was launched by concerned Christians
and Maranao Muslims. The property
was donated by the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Mission.
The school was builf on Carmelite Hill,

lege. Maisie Van Vactor coliected dotu-

: mentsfmater'ials,anduresources.on.Es'fam...ww
and Filipino Muslims, which contrib-

uted to the setting up of the Dansalan

vuraged’

1ate highly regarded sociologist Dr. Peter
Gowing, then director of the Dansalan

- “The DCFI Story notes that over the

years mémbers of the faculty and staff
;'W’hﬂ were Christians and Muslims be-
came :”.par-tﬁe:_‘s n development strive
Ang to provide quality education to the

yau';th.. Thiey seek (o unite Muslims and
Christians infriendly relations, exempli-

Ffy-intheir lives the best of their culture,

witha breathtaking view of Lake Lanao. »commit themselves to ease the tension,

ant promote peace and development.”

.
R

viving humans livein makeshift = Dr. Tawagon and Edna Orteza wrote
in The DCET Stary, A Comtinuing Fuith
- Journey that women contributed to the

“:body of knowledge taught in the <col-

are now occupying the campus with the
approval of the board of trusteesand the
president of the college: =
During the five-month long siege,
buildings destroyed, classes continued
to be held in the DCFL annex campus

‘approval of the Autonomous Region
in MuslimMindanao. Anestimated 550
studerits will be attending this campus
this school vear. DCFI also celebrated
its 67th Foundation Day on the theme,
“Rising from the Rubble.” - o

According to Dr. Tawagon, 99 per-
cent of students enrolled in DCF], a
Christian educational institution, are
Muslims. The graduates now occupy
high positions in government and non-
government organizations. Among

i 1 Tuwrn to page 12

1]

ated by the military forces: The forces:

-and-with.all-the 18:Marawi campus. ...

CUlintambaguhion, San Roque; Tligan, =000
for gcademic L‘iﬁ'ear' 20172018 withEhg




?GRREVELLA@ From page 11

them are :lawyex Majul Gandamra, current mayor of Marawi City;
Assemblyman Fiat Macarambon and Zia Adiong of the first District

+of Laniao del Burs Assémblyman Farouk Macarambon of the second

district of Lanav del Sur, Mayor Nashiba Gandamira of Taraka,

- Lanao del Sus, and Director Zorahava Tanggol Taha, Region 12,

Department of Social Welfare and Development.

On May 17-20, 2018 - a year after the Marawi siege fook
place — two teams were sent by the CREATE-UCCP {Church-
Related Educational Action Towards Empowerment-United

Church.of Christ-in-the Philippines}:to visit-three member
+ schools; One school visited was DCFL The team visit was headed

by DCFI president Dr. Tawagon, Dr. Helen Tejero and Editha-
Andam whonegotiated with the militery for the UCCP visitors
to enter ground zero in Marawi City, :

. Theteam visitors wete the UCCP General Assembly chair and
president of Pilgrim Christian College in Cagayan de Cro City,

Dr. Pio Baconga, and Bishops Melzar Labuntog, Jaime Moriles
and Joel Tendero. Rev. Rannich Mercado represented UCCP
General Secretary Pishop Reuel Norman Marigza.

The main organizers of the teamn visit were Dr. Edwin Balaki,
president of Southern Christian College, and Edna Javate
Orteza, president and executive director of CREATE-UCCE
respectively. Other member schodls represented were Besben
Magquiso, presidentof Gingoog Christian College, and Dobert

Moriles; CREATE-UCCP treastirer =)

in these Changing Times: Implications for Church Educational
Institutions.” Part of her team were Pastor Alvaro Senturias Jr.,
executive directorof The Wednesday Forum, and Pastor Cora-

- Some. members
four-story DCFl 'an

zon TAbIng Reyes, chair of the Commission of Chureh Union
and Unity of the UCCP. '

established by Dr. Tawagon from savings on the main campus.

- The Iligan campus houses the Peter Gowing Memorial Center,

an impressive amphitheater, a chapel and various rooms irg tially
intended for visifors’ rooms now serve as schog) rooms.

_ The mbuilding of the Marawi campus is 2 gargantuan drearn,
Prayers, though they work wonders, will have to be supplement-
edwith mountains of donations. But with the UCCP leadership,

s2ys Dr. Tawagon, “We will enable DCFT todo Christ's mission

in these changing times in a relevant and appropriate way.”
* * * ' .

Email: dominitorreoillas@qma.cons

. Dr. Erlinda Nable Senturias, who sent me her reportonthe
" ream visits, gave the kevniole address bn*Dothg Christ's Missicn”

£ the wisting team stspedcat thenews
2% building in Lamibagihon which was:
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“There ig - gicre “to the

entitlements among neighbor-
‘ing Asia-Pacific -states, and

- yights over marineTesourees in
“the area, of which Filipinos

{perhaps including some of our
leaders) are not fully aware of.
A meaningful analysis of the
situation would impel one
consider the following premises:
In the eves of the United
‘States, ihe Philippines has by far
‘the most strategic location in the

constantly Jooks for wavs in'or-

iidetitol gait ands poibinesecoss:

nomic and maritine advantages
in the region where it could buiid

its Navy and consequently en-

harce its regional presence and
prowess. The area surrounding

the Philippines is cousidered to

be th&mnst“appmachabie state

g re we really in a helpless
stance in refation to China?
_ ?hﬂippmeq .involvement

n the West Philippine 5ea dis- -

- putethan the interplay of long-
standing claims for territorial

the-West Philippine-Sea;-where—

“current No wonder, for years,
‘the United States coritintes i5-
“tieswith the Phﬁlppmes and-con-:

stantly ‘helps in-the Tatter’s af-
fairs. OF course; if it could keep-
Close ties with Irs foes, with more

reasonit would with itsgoal. . -

On the other hand, :China’s .
- interest over the Philippines and

the West Philippine Sea is a mix

of aspiration and self-preserva- -

tion, The West Philippine Sea, an

“area known worldwide as the

South and Rast China seas, is sur-

“tounded and comprised of is-

Jends yunning - from Japan

threugh Indonesia This area has

been regarded as a valuable

Toute Tor trade and commmerce.
Asia-Pacific.vegion.. Uncle..Sam....However,..... China’s.
“doesn’t end There. Norably, the
spacingof sthese:islands :poses....

risks ‘upon Ching's maritime de-

fense as this area tends to bea
constrictive passage vilnerable
tosea-and air block off. When the
guing gets tough in this area, Chi-

na-can-be-easily-sealed- off with----

outliffing even a single finger. -
Finally, we may aiso observe

that the USis bothered by thefact ==
orhEr - Ching TS a Tcontimdously " T

TINA S!UAGAN

ermerging state power in the Asia-
~Pacific region But then, we can-

not-digcountthe reality that, due

o its superior -capability o im-

pode resirictions and/or blockade
vpon unfavorable states, US caus-

~es {hina so much insecurity, -

These are the muted, if oot

-underrated, dynarmics that actu-

ally make the Philippines a pow-
erful bargaining entity, and

-which our fellow Filipinos must
ponder on, We are in the position

that couid either make or hreak
the aforementioned regional “su-
perpowers.” Qur county holds
the fulcrums, which can influence
not ondy-the status quo inthe Pa-

.cific region, but the international
ATferest. ), 5l

“The Philippines’ geographic

cand: strategic. I0CAtON A WRBLES ..o i
its ‘stance in international law

vis-i-vis the US -and Ching,

-makes it a key player in its own

tight in the Asta-Pacific regicn
Currently, the Philippines may
not-just-be-Ching's viable-option.-..-
1t could be China's ondy hope.

So who s helpiess now’? _
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 MIETRO CORNER
HB 6475 Banggamom
i_}g_vemmem

HE advent of another pehtzcally
mandated myopia io abolish the
Autonomous Region in Mushim
Mindanac (ARMM) to railroad

‘the Bangsamoro Government (B&) with

expanded ferritory, the introduction of a

“waill,” ciief minister, pariiament, etc., .
the eonfiguration closely simiiar to the-

“unconstiiutional and illegal” MOA-AD -

(Memorandumn of Agreement on the An-

cestral Domain) by the Supreme Couri

Page: 5

" late Senator Miriam Santiago in public

hearings as chair of Constitutional Amend-

' ‘ments with Senator Bong-Bong Marcos
- &S vice-chait, consulied jegal eagles and

former justices as resource speakers on
this issue. The consensus was in the nega-
five {1987 Constitidion, Art. X, Sec.19), On

‘MOA-AD, Senator Miriam cited it as “creat-
ing a sub-state instead of an antonomous

region”
‘While the present Charfer under Sec.

18 (2nd paragraph) delimits the plebiscite

{o constituent units affected in the sutono-

.mous region, there are sectors pressing
_the holding of a nationwide plebiscite, on _

" erafting process of MOAAD was described

"SCYOetober 4, 4008 Fequires the witdest
-public disguisition, and fransparency, The

" the creation of the Banigsamoro. The hasis
wheing: 1) “The anmualblock, ErantCOming. s

by the 5C then as - “whinnsieal, capricious,

-oppressive, arbitrary, and despotic.”

Previously, I rellerated the alarm on
whether a succeeding Congress has the

”__admjms

-power-to-establish-g-new ARMM: Or-to-
+abolish the latter and pass apother regmnal
oty ture of“M sl

=

-fund suppert via the block grant are funds
- eoming fronrtax payers all over the Philip:

" fromi the Central Government,” This is
- equivalent to & percent of the net natipnal

internal revenue collection of {he Internal
Revenue and Bureau of Customns, Note, the'

pines. They! have aright to be heard onat--
ters that affect r}atwnai { o1 1 A

territorial integrity, and the creation of public agencies

‘where their monies are appropriated by government. 2) -
National government taxes, fees, and charges collected -
" by the BG, other than tariff and customs duties, shall -
be shared 75 percent for BG and 25 percent to national -

--government. However, for 10 years the BG shall retain
. the share of the latier. What of other LGUs? - )

- Areadingby provisions of the proposed House Bl

 will be helpfiit for the entire Filipino people, regardless

of origin and religion, fo confront the clash of historical

‘perspectives, peddied myths (e g, Lapu-Lapu a Muslim

etc., shortness of memories (e:g., avpidanee of pur Sabsh

< territory, Malaysia-MILF consgiracy etc);and the sad
codification into law of our tribal/culiural aleavages €5
. Filipirios, Moro, Indigenous Penples) : _

(Tobe continued) (g
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_'2.'_:;*-1!Assas nukes The Kfm
Tmmp and Xi Showdown
~ BYRICARDO SALUDO

Last of2 parzs o

N the first part; itW&‘i Mmoot

ed that the- Unued Slates
'__Wmﬁd want a deal 16 Fein in-
- Norih ‘Karea's nuclear and’ SR

balkstm ambmons, noi oni}fm :
prc)tect the US from Kim Jong. +~
= un'smukes; bit alse o atlow
~-Washington to take a tougher
Jine with Beijing once Chinese =
~helpisno longer so- crucxal to
restrain onngyang S

%5&%&;@@&5 |

Well it looks ke the Peritagon isnt

even waiting forChinato become less -
nsefuil in Korea before upping the -
pressure. ] Tastweek, the People’s

.. havalg

.._-._mdudmgﬂ}ePhﬂzppmgs e

‘Mo, noless than 1S Defense”

ol Chin

mm 1l

eration . Arm’ywzs dlmnvzled from

:enthPleeImHm;a,wxﬂa%na&ons,f .
“before the how, the why. What
. -are the overatching national
- Secretary John Mattis. declaved that -
American forees will keepconfront- -
3 act:v;nes“

REPUBLIC *
SERVICE

‘wani 16 aséer& control :and boost

wartime strategy “denying access o
seaborne supplies of oil and gas.”
i only for that, China 'would

interests driving Beijing’s'actions

" Befenves i the South Chma Sea,”
). especiallyafterthe Aquindadmiin:
- istration signed the 2014 Enhanced . R
o .Defense Cooperation Agreernent.
‘EDCA would allow more US forces
intothe Philippines, with access to
“several military bases and within ~

i m; surroundmg seas?.

: ?Suuth and East China Seas.
© - That means fmore: freedom of navi-

gation operations (fonops), with the -
LIS Navy satling ingo waters thatWash- -
ingtor believes are wrongly dimed
by other nations, like the teriHorial
- weaters claimed by Beijing around its -

“man-made ielands i the Spratlys.

‘ (Inferestingly, among the mast_
-frequent fonops are those in'the
“Philippines. The US gisputes our |
Constitution’s claimithat all waters”
witliin our terfitorial baselines, in-

‘eluding the vast Sulu Sea between
Palawan and :Mindanag, are part
“ofour arcfupelagu: watexs) :

| 'The quest ta be kmg

How wﬁ} Ch:na respond? Weli '

Affirming China's fear of mari-

time interdiction was the 2015
~ 115 Army-sponsored study; “War
- With China: Thinking Throughthe
‘Unfhinkable, " which rged as a

17

mportam 5 p0 sectre vital sea’
—hanes; especaally in“the South
“China Sea; 'whete four-fifths of -
‘Chinese o1l imports pass. After -
“Washington anfiounced -neatly
‘a'decade dgo that it wotld move
‘60 percent.of its naval assets o
. Asta, Beijing feared it-would be:
‘even more hemmed inhy its great’
‘naval challenge: the so-called
‘Pirst Island-Chain = the Japa:.
‘nese, Philippine, and Indonesian
“archipelagos o :ail I8 aliies
through which Chinese naval and
commercial vessels must pass.

- :cruise missile range of not-only-
'sh1pp1ng lanes m'South and East

-----

‘may still be movmg ahead with

the first acknowledgeé S facility

3 nsmg in a base in Gentral Luzon.

'That location of Washmgion 5 first

‘EDCA construction suggests that its

top priosity aré support facilities close

o potentiai flashpoints in Japan, Ko-

rea, Taiwan,and in recent years, Viet-

* nar, wherethe LIS is rapidly building

defense'ies, after the Philippines

played downits alhancem&mmmca,
:whllanmvmgdcsenn{f&nna

- Besides securing vital sea Ianes

_and preparmg for potennai war

Smce iuiy 2(}16 Ching' s’&DCA
“fears have eased; a&ex Tiew Presi:
<dent Rodrigo Duterte stalled
_'1mpiementation and mended




in surrounding waters, China has

2 third reason to-assert its power
“inthe Bast and South China Seds:
it rising global clowt, muchlike -
the United States did: wnh Lhe"_

' 1823 ‘Monroe Dotirine.

* Then-President john Monroe .
;deciared that America waild op-- -
pose; ‘Buropean mxiltary action in

“the Western Hemisphere, where ]
Latin American states were. bréeak: -

ing free of Western ‘colonialism.

Washmgton 's assertion of regional
‘hegemony, which Etrope largely
did not contest due to the Napo-~
Jeonic Wars, laid ‘the foundaﬂon-
‘of America’s global Tise 2 ‘century .-

'Iater, graduaﬂy_dxsp acmg Bntam,

“especially food apd industrial
commodities. It cannof just stand -
- states in:the middle of the most:/
dangerous’ ﬁashpamt, Northiand
“South Korea, are spearheading
.- peace moves; itsieaders_ avemet
‘twice this year 16 advance peace
atrd lay the gmundworicf‘er}{rmx g
’ summit with US President Don-
*ald Trump. Despite ‘irs reported
cancellation by the White House .

by:idly ‘while the US, 1inder its
Pivot to:Asia :policy;enhancesal= -
Elances With natscms sutroundmg 3

-----

Indeﬁd, that is the geopalitical
and ‘security imperative behind

“Beijing’s Belt and Road projects to

iild nevtransport and trade links

“ 10, West Asia, ‘Europe and Africa, -
. This vast network of roads, bridges,
-potts, and girports niot only provide

alternative routes for essential goods

~meeded by Ching, but also deeper

tes wztia Balt-and Road - smes o

B nucIea’r and mxssﬂe pmgmms

© The good news is, the’ twO'-_

1top American and North Korean -
officials continue to hold meet-

ings:and make preparations for L
" ajune 12 meeting in Singapore. -

‘Increasingly, ike Seoul and

“'Pyongyang, the lesser powers:of |
- Asia must advance their agenda

- and’ ﬁnancmal source for most Ha

- “Hons, as Buzam and the us Were s
- _durmg thelr asuendancy Thus,'_
: Begmg wants tobe the dominant -

~Astan power, able to face down
__auy threai _m_-the reglon For .

g Chinese claim global mﬂnence?

- Moreaver; China needs to build -

strong ties with neighboring states

as sourcés and channels of ity
’_:mammoth mater;ai needs, M08t

i iWhat L:ttle_ﬁma must da

-Amenca, which has fought- $ix
‘wars in-Asia since its canquest-_ -
of the I’hmppmes at the end of -
theé 19th century, _.What shouid :
~therest of Asiado?
“Well, for starters, the regmn_.ﬁ

should oppose wat, which wotl

-{Asean} should: push forwarda | -
binding Code of Conduct'with .
‘China. And the Philippinés mus{
resist becoming the platform for .

- uperpower tivalry; avichas done -
“under President Duterte,.

- All Asia wanis peace, 2

devastatmg to-all; even the:

--perpowers Fortunatﬁfy, for all their.
“aggressive frictions, even Washmg

. ton and Beijing want to avold war,
“hence their combined pressure -
on Pyongyang to Wmd down s

..,
—~C,
=y

-?axamoumgoalagamﬂ:emmum- _
'cfam:edmtmsmmwmem

ions, large and smal,

£

:.(’meﬁmf pan was pab!:sb _ i’ast' o -
..Tuesday May29 ) S




NE;sboundtogmeuseIassso

utions tothie South {hinia Be -

conﬂict if one doesn't take senuusly
'.how mtemamnal reiaﬂons wark A
© . ‘Flowing from. this sad faa #re at-
 temptstolookgood toourpeaple by
suggesting “solutions” — diplomatic
protests, asbitration case, seek a UN
Cerieral Assembly resolution. These
*solutions” don't make us any differ-
ent from the Red Queen in Alice in
Wosnderland who had to 1un faster
justtoremain in place. In othér words,
these “solutions” are mere attempts
-tolook as if you'ré doing something

~~uthat'change things rather thanjust.a-—-
5 spedacuiar d:sp!ay.of artivities that _

7wﬂ I not resolve the disp

‘1 .wonder how many of the
-current commentatorns . on our
disputewith China really read the
‘arbitration -decigion. One ‘of the

"ihings emphatically stressed in the
“decision on the jurisdiction of the

“rtase) released ion October 29,2015,

“i§tHat the case will mot: :esoive {
' c&l order, with the government on

" questions of territorial sovereignty.

So,.if the arbitration proceed-
ings wasn't about territorial sover-
eignty, what was it about?

- Paragraph 1198 of the decision
‘on the award released on hﬂy 12,
2016 is clear about this: “...the
purpose of dispute resoiutécn pro-
ceedings is to darify the Parties’ re-
spective rights and obligations...”

“That's it An attetnpt to “clarify”
the rights and obligations of
China and the Philippines under
LINCLOS, the LN Convention on
the Law of the Sea.

“/1t's'an expenstve Red'Queen strategy
‘This could have been prevented if
- our decisionmakers took sericusly

wehave in.our country.

- While the decision did find China
‘ins viclation of somie of our maritime

‘tights, it didn't indicate what would
‘he the remedy 1t didn't say that
China must leave the Soiith ‘China’
! Sea, which the delusional #CHexit

carnpaigners wanted. ledidn'tdeclare
that we have “sovereignty” over the
"West Philippine Sea,” an area which
the detision didn't even name as
the subject of the dispute! 1t didn’t
order Ching to dismantle its artificial

- police force, or a "military jupia” as
- oneofmyprofessorsin intemational
relations bneesaid; butit onlystepain
- ifthesituation alieady threatens inter-
- national peace, security and stability,
" However, if the situation involves the
interests of the five permanent mem-
“bers of the UNSC-{China, United
States, Russia, France; and the United
Kingdom), expect no action from

-the UNSC. «Citizens cannot veio the

Page: _T(

M;hrary power Use {o;r:e, wh:ch

_ Newsﬂash Our rmhtary pawer ver-
' sus China is laughsble. To temedy -
- that, they say we inust form a mily

‘tary altance. But then again, these

- -folks forget that strong parties in
an alliance will never Iet weak ones

‘direct the alliance according to their
wishes for the simple reason that
the weak ones aren’t the ones that
~would spend the most for the action

“how international relations work,

. Some of them think that the
TinterstioTal SERe I s ke

the domestic system, the sysiem
'ihedamesncsystem 53

top guaranteeing order in saciety by
ensuring that the citizens-are follow-
ing the Jaw. If any citivery violates the
lawand the judiciary finds him guilty,

the legal decision has 2 fiirce behind
it that could compel obedience or

bestow punishment. You don't have
that in the international systern,

© 'The international system is anar-
chic. All states have equal soveretgnty
with no authority above them that
coudd compel obedience. The UN
Security Cound] (UNSC) acts like a

:'_.-tealy could be interpreted in suchy:-
@ way that it would accormodate

theirinterests. States cannot becormned -
- party to atreaty without theirconsent,
‘And they can withdrmw that consent

.anytimetheywant. Some sayrthat Te-......
gaﬂy, ‘states cannotdo this. Butthose

' the sanie in the international systern, -

-An the domestic system, our con-

 sent isn't relevant to the implemen:
. tation of the decision of the courts
agamst us. In'the international .
system, it is. Yol cannot compelany -
- country to do anything that it dadn t
- tonsentto. Period. .
$0 how can Ihe ?hihppmes '

overncle the lack of «consent of
Chma? Power, .

islands. And it didn't declare those action of loczl couts ifthelr decision the alliance would tike.

antifical islands as “riroperties” of the areagamstﬂleu intefests. . _Economic Perh: trad '
Philippines. Alithethings thatalotor - Most sources of international by Eon mﬁm e

you' wanteci China'to g; weren'tin - aretreaues* and they are constructed - o aga:v:gt o Do

«the decisiof thatthe Philippines paid - - with so much ambiguity. States sive ':mﬁec;:imw ﬁg&mw ma ot thw"”‘*
fortothetuneof ppines paid: "to have that ambiguity so that the - rade telations Wi Sotharthe
_ ne of over a bil lion pesos. Phﬂ:ppmeswﬁlbe_happy

‘The World Fact Book of the Central

_.Imellxgence ﬁgeney and fnund

~*Diplomatic power This wdc:seiy?” ik
tied to-econommic power, 1 checked

. countries, respectively. On the other
" hand; ﬂxe?hﬂ:ppmesmamgmﬁcam-": =
. expott parther of two: Kirtbati snd
' Trinidad & Tobago; and sxgmﬁcani

import partner of Palau. -
Since you don't have power w©

compel China to override i lack of

consent, what's our' only other op-

- tion? Dowhat it has repeatedly given

its consent to; negotiate bilaterally.

. E-mii:sa&i;@forﬂzemotberféndnéi

Website: wwwiforthernotherland et
- FB: @forthemotherlandph
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THE country’s worksfs may 'ﬁnaﬂy get
stne velief next month if we areio be-

lieve Secretary Silvestré Bello's wikds
- about regional :wage boards -coming

out with recommenciahons on wage in-
Eremses,

It is xrnporzani that the Duterte ad-
ministration alleviate the conditions
of Filipinos given the effect of higher
prices. The President must realize that
wages are a gut issue—perhaps more
than any other povernment concern.

History tells us that when people get
hungry, they comemplate a revolution,
. 1 am not saying that a revolution is
imminent. Still, Hstening to-what work-
ers have to- say is urpgent,

The coming wage increase may

...such family.or close personal rélations .|

by directly or indirectly requesting pe-
cupiary advantage from other persons
having some business, transaction, ap-
phication, request or ccmtractg,mth the
government, .

On these alohe, my ga!ay, Caitda has

1o choiee but to resign. That 3, if he

‘Has any sélf-respect or delicaderadeft
Calida claims he has resigned as

‘chairman and president of his security

agency. But records show that he still

owns 60 percent of that company—he |
stili controls it even as his wife heads |

the firm with his sons having interest.

Calida now comes out with the cop-
out that the law is either resign from
management or divest,

But the bottom line is that he still
owns the security firm that has con-
tracts with at least three government
agencies: The Mational Economic and
Development Authority, the National
Ann-Poverty Commzssmn and the

o PATHE e

<ational..

1not:atishy.-the.

“*labor " groups; “but "
it would - be af

demands of -all

Ieast a sign that
the government is

listening.
%k %

ﬁé That is, if he has ar}y |
self-respect. jb

“iCotps

'-'iaugh when Cal-
dda said that .as
solicitor peneral,

Developm ent

.4 ha a good

‘he is not covered

srotgresGeneralJose!

- Qalida hds found himself: 41} ‘a hole'of N
cabinet rank?

Calida’s case will test the President’s

As far a5 | am

by the ethics law

concerned, Selici-

his own muaking. He may not be able to
extricate himself from this.

He admitted that he has yet to divest
himself of his business interest in a
private security agency that has snared
more than P150 million in coniracts

- from various government agencies.

Did he not know that what he was
doing smacked of » clear conflict of in-
terest? That was in violation of Section
30 {1) of Republic Act 6713, otherwise
known aus the Code of Conduct and
Ethical Standards for Public Officials
and Employees. The law says there is
conflict of interest when a public offi-
wial is 2 member of the board or & sub-
stantial stakeholder of ¥ public corpora-
tion-or business 'or his righis or duties
therein may be opposed fo or affected
by the:faithful performance of his duty.

Isn't this clear enough? -

The same law, in Section 4, alsd
states that it is enfawful for any per-
son having family or close persomal
relations with public officials to capi-
talize or exploit or take advantage of

since he is not a

fight against graft and corraption.
oo

In vesterday’s column, I sought the
investigation of some government-
ownad and -conirolled corporations.
The Commission on Audit found that
at least five lawyers of the Office of the
Government Corporate Counsel had
P621,000 in excess allowance,

The law is clear that while govern-
ment corporate lawyers could receive
allowances, these should not exceed
half of their salaries.

But COA records shows that the five
collectively received P372 million,
when. the 50-percent thresheld should
have been only P3.1 million.

Why do GOCCs give that much to

their lawyers, exceeding what the law

atlows, if they are not holding some-
thing? Are they hiding excessive trav.
els, hiring of consultants, great perks
and other irregularities?

R‘J\ Turnto A5

crissmeisse e ophindtememberso
ots cabmet member when he' hoids &




Cahda,.,

me 1

'**:r.

After President. Rodr;go Duterte cer o
-tified e proposed Bangsamoro Basic

Law .as :urgent, there aré hopes that
i “both the Senate and House of Repre-
* semtatives will rugh its passnge.

‘Bnt there are still -unconstitutional
provisions in the ‘proposed BBL that
- shouid be threshed out. One of these is
:whether the Philippine National Police
“will stil} have control.of the polxce -
‘der the BBL.

Another contentious pmvxsaon is
whether the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao wil! be dissolved.
This will ‘entail the amendment of the

E98’7 Constitution, .’ T '
- There is no doubt that Mméanao
needs the BBL, but it should not be en-
acted in haste S

L]

If‘uiiy sr.zpportthe P_re dent’s war o

-gorruption. Corruption s sd'rﬁéthing”

that ‘has been endemic in government, -
Other presidents have tried—but failed,
Af there is anybody who can at least

reduce corruption in government, & is
President Duterte. He has the potitical
capiial. He has the resclve to do it. .~ -

Still, he must know that he must have
some proof of the alleged wrongdoing* -
before calling the officials out—or else
their reputations get tarnished for good.

Onece a person is cited for alleged
corruption, he orshe i candcmned for-
ever, guilty or'not.
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¥ ‘hina’s recent “militaristic” actions have beén seized
by critics of President Duterte as a sign that he is
f ‘coddling the Asian giant in its aggressive moves in
the disputed Seuth China sea. -

The Reds and yellows have slammed Duterte for not filing

a diplomatic protest after the reported insta}lax:ion of missile

defense systems on artificial istands.. . .
Rody was also assailed fer not. demandmg immediate

-asa Island in the West Philippine Sea (WPS) whieh
Malacafiang said is “consistent with our national severexgnty

- and jurisdiction,”

~ Cayetano was firm in saying that China crossing the

_ demarc&tmn may result inthe tiegradatmn of. hamomcus

relations.::
“The premdent has dealared t}us If anycne gets the

" natural resources in the West Phlhppme Sea-South China

E Sea, he wiil go to war,” Cayetano said. - _
Cayetano said both countries agreed “notto embarrass
each other in front of all, in all multilaterals and bilaterals.”
- . China has taken offense with the previous administration
- after sending the territorial dispute into arbitration with the
United Nations-backed Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
at the Hague.

China rejected the proceeding and said # does not
recognize its award that invalidated its claim over most of
South China Ses. :

" Wher'he assiimad the Premdenc'y, Rody &eciared ‘he would

|

. _.:_;:publm but arefirmm
" thai.it should not cross.

““Chinese compliance with 2 2016 arbifration ruling that”
o _-5-;-1nvahda,te¢i ‘Beijing’s nine-dash line. claxmsmthe South:China:
- Bea and upheld the Pinhppmes sovereign rights to exploit

" resources inside its economzc zane that included most of

the contested areas. .
__ Foreign Affairs. Secretaxyﬂlan Pei;ar Cayetano sazd itisnet.so,.
Measures are being ’taken whmh are net necessarlly made

‘Cayetano said such nnacc'eptabie 'acts' wo;ﬂd be the

~gontinued constructmn actwmes and extrs,ctmn of 011 and
gas in the contested waters.

- He added that a removal of the mtentxonaily beached
thppme navy scrap called Sierra Madre used by Filipino
marines as a detachment in Second Thomas Sht)a] wouid
be another lirie not to cross for Ching. SRy

“For those who keep saying, ‘File a protest, fi f“ le'a prntest !
what do we mean when we said, “We are takmg all diplomatxc
actions’?” Cayetano said.”

To underline his claim, Cayetano said f;hat critics will be-
proven wrong when the government decides to declassify
the discussions with China “ence we have achleved our
purposes in the foture,”

Cayetano said as Body makes an outward show of sidling
up to China, thorny issues were taken up under the radar
including actions that each deemed unacceptable.

“Filipino froops should not be harassed while on resupply
missions or when repairing (facilities) like a runway,”
Cayetano said.

 chars aforeign poliey not highly oriented toward the United-

States and said he would set aside the arbitral ruhng
"It is not the poliey of this administrationto engage in
-megap-hon'e or microphone diplomacy, and announce gach

_and every action, unless announcing it is beneficial to. us, e

Cayetano said. :
‘Rody’s pragmatic approach on ’she South China Sea frmtmn ...... =

'.f;;resulted in Filipino fishermen regaining access to their
traditional fishing grounds in Scarborough Sheal instead of

being accosted by Ching in the past. :

“The shoal’s vast lagoon has been declared off imits to
all fishermen to nurture fishery stocks, and a coast guard
agreement now allows vessels to enter the iagoon far safety
in stormy weather, Cayetano said, :

Rody had said that China remains a trusted partner for
economic development which provided the basis for an open
line of communications between both countries,

A strong bind assures that the friendship stays despite
the occasional disagreements.

A Chinese proverb goes “when there is trust, no proof is
necessary. when there is none, no proof is possible.” ¢

I

-The government has started repairs of the runway on-Pag.
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HE grave of the Chief jus-
tice of the Philippine Com-
L monwealth was marked in
the aftermath of the 21 Ocrober
1972 heinous attack by vandalis-
tic Moro separatisss against public
property and instintions of the
Philippine Republic in Lanao Del
Sur’s Maraws City.

The 10th Infant:r} Batralion {the
rraneuver unit of the 1st Infanury
Tabak Division of the Philippine
Army} was pulled out of Central
Luzon and re-deployed o Mind-
anao, landing at Malabaog where
30 years prior the imperialist
Japanese invaders had Immor-
ally murdered one of the highest
officials of the Phifippine Com-
monwealth.

© “Histotical records reveal that

—thedate. Secretany, Jose. Abad San.

tos, who was left as Caretaker of

Quezon before he was evacu-
ated to Australia, was arrested by
the Japanese occupston forces
because of his refusal to cooper-
ate with the Japanese authorities

~atid "~ thEn - teanspored - w-Malas

hang where he was beheaded.
. Evesdrnesses confirmed this ac-

“gount and the site “where he was
‘executed was located. 1 reported

this finding to General Ramos
who insttucted me to speathead
the uxlding of a memorial for the
fate hero. After completion of the
project General Ramos, accompa-
nied by former UP Law Secretary
Vicente Abad Santos (the late he-

¢o's brother), arrived o officiate
the dedication of the marker and

its turnover fo the local officials.
Secretary Abad Santos recognized
me and remarked 1o General Ra-
mos that when T had requested

for.an honorable disnissal_from. ..

the UP C uﬂegc of Law in order

President :to:bera: full-time military, profess..«

sional, T remarked s 2 justifica-
tion for my request thar There
were already many lawyers bug
not one general from the TP Col-
lege of Law’ so he was surprised

tor-see-me-in-Malabang and-sdli-a—

colonel, General Ramos replied

_thar there was no need to wosty,
a5 Colonel-Magno will soon bea -

General Tt still took me five more
vears in the field before the lone
star fell on my shouldess.” [fose
B. Magno Jr., My Life and Times
with the 10th Infantry Battalion,
1972-1973]

Fidel V. Ramos was at that titne
the Chief of the PC/INP and
bagno was the Baralion Com-
mander of the 10th Infantry, Re-

Lrd

';_ﬁ mfzzmmﬁfz of f&f Aizzzzi i
 Santos menorial azi%ﬁgsm’e : :
i ._':'Effii’ rebabilitation of Ma- =
i and the mfm]gpﬁfmf
_:'5@“ ’vfweiafzzm '

.matkable tl;m the records of three

personalities in Philippine history
{Abad Santos, Ramos, Magno)
inrersected at that place and time.

Remarkabie, 1o, that Merpwiond

Lanao had figured in at Jeast three

episodes...in . FPhilippine. histors?...

World War 1 !’}apaneae Occupa~
tion), Moro separatist wags {1972
1976), and the calzmitous ISIS-
Maute attempt to necromantically
conjure an Islarsic cabphate n

Southesst-Asia-in-the- Philipping -

surnner of 2017,
There ought to be space, funds

and Fespect for tlie reatiitnation 6f

the Abad Saritod mefmeial along:
side the rehabilitation of Marawi
and the re-development of Mind-
anzo, People of Luzon as well as
the Visayas deserve a safe visic to
Malabang where they can salute
the martyrdom of the Chief Tus-
tice whe proclaimed his lovaley 1o
the Philippines and his zesistance
tr Japanese imperzlism, paving

the ultimate price.

In a similar vein, the Americans
and the Tatwanese engaged in re-
£ent comImemnrasons,

5ol on tme for this year's Me-
motial Day, the Ameritans com-
memorated the successiul Opera-
tion Landcrzb — the 11-30 May
1943 Allied inmitiative to liberate
Arta Island (off the coast of the
LS, Temitory of Alaska) from
Japanese invaders as part of the
Alentian Islands  Campaign in
both the American Theater and
the Pacific Theaters of World
War IL It was the only land batde
of WW2 that wag fought on an jo-
corporated terrirary of the United
States and the (mi land bartle
whereby the Japanebs intertopers
fought the Americans defending

_tions, “Two Canadian corvettes,

I tooL the Am&rzcnns owenty
davs and nearly 4,000 casualtes to
eliminate the much smaller Japa-
nese force, which fought to the
dearhe o fhttps:Awonewarmu--
senm.ca/cwm/ exhibitions/ news-
papers/ opex ations ’¢ieut1an e
sghtml] = e
e hrutﬂl there were :349
U.S. deaths, and 2,351 japanese
deaths. Pethaps tore twelling of
the fighting condidons on the is-
land are the US casualty stadstics:
3,829, 25% of the entre invading
force, a proportion of casualdes
second only to the fightng on

Set GRAVE > Page G

thewr humelmd in Arctdc condi-
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Iwo Jima. On May 29, the bar
tle ended with one of the largest
banzai chatges in the Pacific cam-
paign by the remaining Japanese
forces, many detonating grenades
against their-chests instead of fac-
ing surrender. Only 28 Japanese
survived,” thips:/ /prologue.
blogs.archives.gov/2010/06/07/
the-japanese-invasion-of-ameri-
ca/)

In addition to remembering the
heroes and casualties of this war,
there are lessons “that must be
learned: “In this report of acton
on Afta, the successful applica-

"tion of the habitdal‘methods and
. techniques acquired in training o
" ~actual combat sttuations again 15

emphasized. H{ch;?m this nar-
tatve clearly indicates the liméra-
tions in the application of previ-

ously acquired technigues to all
battle situations. On trany occa-
sions, zcrualicy will differ greatly
from preconceived ideas. Plans
will go wrong, mistakes will be
made, weather conditions will
change, the rerrain may be differ-
ent than anticipated, and enemy
actions may be cenfusing, Such
was the sitmaton on At These
difficuldes wete overcome not by
biind adherence to preconceived
plans, but by the individual ini-
tiative and resourcefulness of unic
leaders who were able immediate-
Iy to piace new plans Into opera-
don,”  thug/ /wweibiblio.org/

hypummr/USA/U‘:}A InfCom-_

bat/index. html#am;}

Arta Island is now part of the

" Alaska Maritime’ National Wild: T as well as managing the two me-

life Refuge, In another quadrant
of Pacific Asia, 2 National Hu-
man Rights Museom was inaugu-

tated with 2 series of events last
May 17-19 at Green Island White
Terror Memorial Park in Taitung
County, Tawwan, and Jing-Mei
White Terror Memorial Pack
in New Taipei City. “Adminis-
rered by the Minisuy of Culmre,
the NHRM is the naton’s pri-
mary facility for collecting and
preserving historical documents
and materials telating to human
rights from the end of 50 years
of Japanese colonial rule August
15, 1945, to the lifting of martial
law five years after Talwan proper
in outying Kinmen and Matsu
islands November 7, 1992, It 15
also responsible for researching

phprunit=188post=134703]

This new facility becomes part
of our itinerary, with the National
228 Memorial Musenrm in Taipei
City and the Taipei City-based Na-
tional Palace Museum (the 13th
most visited worldwide in 2017,
according to the Theme Index
and Museurs Tndex released May
17 by U.S-headquartered peoject
management fitm AECOM and
aonprofit industry group Themed
Entersainment Association). [ht-
tpsi/ /www.mofa gov.tw/en/
News_Contentaspx?n=1190C6
1ETCBADIAI&sms=1BCIESC3
DDRETC26&s=BE35B11ARIE
78225]

T and revitdlizing” sifes whete sip-

nificant rights viclations occarred

morial parks, located ar fortper
jails for political ptisoners.” [ht-
tps:/ fraiwantoday. tw/news,

For the remainder of our sam-

.mer excursion: the Abad Santos
“memotial in Mindanec, the three

Taiwan museuns, and even the
Japan Louvre Sculpture Museum
in Mie Prefecrure.
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BBL hurdles second reading at Senate
By: Anthony Q. Esguerra - Reporter / @AEsguerralNQ
INGAJIRER net /12:57 AM May 31, 2018

Thep;'oposed Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) hurdied the second reading at the Senateon

Wednesday, a day after President Rodrigo Duterte certified the bill as urgent.

The proposaed measure that will create the Bangsamoro region is also expected to be passed in the
third and final readings on Wednesday’s last session before the Congress goes into sine die

adiournment.

Presidential spokesperson Harry Rogue earlier announced that Duterte decided to certify the measure,

a following the President’s meeting with iawmakers and Muslim leaders at Malacafiang.

“After much deliberation, the President has decided to make the House and Senate versions of the

BBL as urgent and copy of it is on its way {0 both houses of Congress,” Rogue said in a statement.

“QOnee both chambers have reconciled and finalized the version. the President will sign the BBL" he

“radded

However, Senate Minority Leader Franklin Drilon on Wednesday said the Congress must ensure that

the BBL can withstand judicial review as he expects that the would be law will be elevated to the

Supreme Court.

MWE st avoid the constitutional issues thatJed to the downfall of the previous Memorandumoof. - 0o

Agreement on Ancestral Domain in 2008,” Drilon said in a statement.

“l want 1o make sure that the BBL that we will pass in Congress is 100 percent in conformity with the

1687 Constitution,” he added.
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Senate OKs proposed BBL on final reading
By: Anthony Q. Esguerra - Reporter / @AEsguerralNG

INQUIRER net / 01:02 AM May 31, 2018
e

The Senate building at the GSIS Complex in Pasay City {(Photo by LYN RILLON / Philippine Daily

inquirer)

After holding marathon sessions, the Senate finally approved on third and final reading the proposed

Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL).

Around 1 a.m. on Thursday, twenty-one senators voted to approve Senate Biif 1717 or "An Act
Providing for the Basic Law for the Bangsamoro and Abolishing the Autonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao.”

”:'deta;ned at Camp Crame and Pacqwao is tra[mng for his next fi ght

The House of Representatives earlier passed its version of the measure, which was certified urgent by

Senator Leila de Lima and Senator Manny Pacquiao wera not preseni to cast their votes. De Lima rs” I

worns vPreSidentRodrigoDuterte. A8 kA1 LRt 1AL LA R AR A e

The two chambers will then mest in a bscameral conference committee to recondile their versions of

the bill.

The final version of the measure will be sent back to both chambers for ratification before it can be

transmitted to President Rodrigo Duterte for signature.

Congressional leaders expect the bill to be signed into law in time for Duterte’s state of the nation

address in July.

Malacafiang has expressed confidence that the President will sign the proposed measure into law.
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230 Zamboanga del Sur villagers flee as AFP steps up assault
vs NPA rebeis

By: Leah Agonoy - @inquirerdotnet

PAGADIAN CITY - Around 230 individuals fled their homes in Barangay Saad in Dumingag,

- Zamboanga del Sur as the-military intensified its.operation against the. New. People’'s Army. (NPA)

rebels there.
The residents lef their homes and their belongings behind as the military conducted air strikes against

the rebels, said Dejhai Libradilla, the Dumingag social welfare officer.
The offensives started on Tuesday but no casualty had so far been reported.

Libradilla said a team from the town's social welfare office had been sent to the village, which was

about four hours away by fool.

She said they have delivered basic needs such as food and other items and conducted stress

debriefing sessions.

Majority of the people in Barangay Saad were Subanen lumad and this was the first time they

experienced such operation.
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Duterte assures Joma Sison: No ‘Aquino-style’ assassination if

you come home
By: Jhoanna Ballaran - Reporter / @.JhoannaBiNG
INGUIRER net / 07:07 PM May 3G, 2018

Update (16:00 p.m.)

~President Rodrigo Duterte has once again asked Communist Party of the Philippines {CPP)founder i

Jose Maria Sison to come home to discuss peace with the government. He assured the rebel leader

that there will be no "Aquino-styie” assassination upon his return.

“Walang Aquino style na patayan na barilin ko sa likod. (There's no Aquino-style assassination where
Pl shoot someone at the back). it's not my [style]...” Duterte said Wednesday in his speech during the

Presidential Security Group change of command ceremony in Manila.

Duterte was apparently referring to the late Sen. Benigno Aguino Jr., who was assassinated on August

21, 1983 upon his return to Manila after vears of self-exile in the United States.

Aguino, one of the fiercest critics of late dictator President Ferdinand E. Marcos, was shot in the back
seconds after he exited the China Airlines plane that ook him home at the Manila International Airport.

_Duterte assured Sison of his safety upon his return and even offered 1o allow members of the New

“Sabi ko, ‘come home and talk, and as long as vou do not ask a coalition government, which [ cannot

give and will never give, you can come home and talk to me and the others, and maybe in the fullness

_Peoples Amy (NPAYfosecurehim.

~ of God’s time we can achieve peace In our land,” Duterte said.
| “He"dbés nothave 'to'w'ofry about his safety i'witf'pr'ov?de”hié'.'.. | hﬁay lc'::af[ on maybé 'r'héhibéfs"éf his
command to protect him,” he added.

Last week, Duterte threatened to kill Sison, his former professor, if the peace talks between the

government and the National Democratic Front fail.

Sison has been in exile in the Netherlands since 1987, when the late President Corazon Aquino

released him from prison. /ee
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Drilon: BBL must withstand judicial review

By: Maila Ager - Reporter / @MAgeriNG
INQUIRER net / 05:20 PM May 30, 2018

Senate Minority Leader Frankiin Drilon said he has introduced several amendments to the proposed

Bangsamoro Basic Law (BLL), such as the removal of a provision that gives “reserved powers" tothe

new Bangsamoro Autonomous Region, so it can withstand judicial review.
Drilon said he expects that the BBL, once enacted into Jaw, would be elevated to the Supreme Court.

“| want to make sure that the BBL that we will pass in Congress is 100 percent in conformity with the

1087 Constitution,” he said in a statement on Wednesday.

“All our amendments are desighed to cleanse it of unconstitutional provisions so it can withstand

judicial scrutiny. We cannot afford a repeat of what happened in the MOA-AD,” the senator added.

Drilon was referring to the Memorandum of Agreement on the Ancestral Domain (MOA-AD}, signed by
the administration of President Gloria Arroyo and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in 2008. The

said agreement, however, was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.

it s imperative that we learn fromthe past and make sure that we-avoid making the same-deadly-—- s

o wiistakes all overagain,” he said; “We must do-it right this time- in-order that-peace-and stability iry - -

Mindanao will finally be realized.”

...Drilon said during.the hours-long deliberations of the measure Tuesday that among his "substantial

amendmenis” was the removal of “reserved powers” of the new Bangsamore Autonomous Region

sgiver that the Constitition already provides for the residual powers of the National Government vis-a-~

vis autonomous regions.”

This provision, he said, would be among the contentious provisions when the Senate and House of

Representatives pass their own versions and meet in the bicameral conference committee.

“We did away with nomenciatures, used no specific name and simply mirrored the wording of the
Constitution, and gave powers to the Bangsamoro govermnment in keeping with the constitutional

provisions on local autonomy,” Drilon said.

He said he also successfully moved for the inclusion of the provision reiterating “that the Bangsamoro
people are citizens of the Republic of the Philippines”— an amendment that he said is being opposed

by the Bangsamoro Transition Commission (BTC).

59

Honor. Patriotism.Duty




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

But Drilon said his proposed amendment only reiterates the wordings of the Constitution on Philippine

citizenship.

“This was introduced to prevent any misinterpretation that that there is a ‘Bangsamoro citizenship’,

because we are all Filipinos and we are all citizens of the Philippines,” he stressed.

The senator said he also succeeded in removing the province of Palawan from the list of areas

- considered-as historically part of Bangsamoro termilory.

“The amendment was put on a vote following cpposition from the sponsor and the BTC,” Drilon said.

lee
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Air Force chopper makes emergency landing in Zamboanga
By: Frances Mangoasing - Reporter / @FMangosingINQ
INOUIRER.net / 02:18 PM May 30, 2018

A Phifippine Air Force chopper made a precautionary landing on Tuesday afternoon in Zamboanga

City.

The Huey (UH-1H) combat utility helicopter with tail number 504 encountered an in-flight emergency

after it departed the Edwin Andrews Air Base past 3 p.m., said Air Force spokesperson Maj. Aristides

Galang.
This prompted the pilots to make an emergency landing in Barangay Ayala.

“The aircraft incurred damage but the pilots and crew members were not injured. The PAF sent a team

to conduct investigation,” Galang said. /vvp
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2 alleged NPA rebels fall, yield in Bicol
By: Deifin T. Mallari Jr, - @inguirerdoinet
inauirer Southern Luzon / 08:14 AM May 30, 2018

LUCENA CITY — Army soldiers captured one alleged New People’s Army (NPA) rebel in Albay

province, white another surrendered in Camarines Norte province on Tuesday.

Soidiers led by a Lt. Tawantawan from Task Group Albay of the Army’s 902nd Infantry Brigade were
conducting combat patrot when they encountered suspected rebel Lestino Rosero in Barangay Boido,
Guinobatan, Albay, said Col. Danilo Benavidez, Southern Luzon Command public information officer.

Roserc yielded one caliber .38 revolver, 150 rounds of caliber 7.62 mm and £.56 mm ammunition,

parts of anti-personnel improvised explosive devices and an M14 rifle.
Soldiers brought Rosero to the Guinobatan police station for filing of criminal charges.

The military atso reported that a certain Armando Dor Panol alias “Ka Ding,” alleged member of an
NPA unit operating in Camarines Norte, surrendered to the Army’s 9th Infantry Battalion based in
Barangay Guisican in Labo town. Pano! surrendered two M16 rifles and documents, the report said. /ib
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